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exaggerated, as Mr Keith ſays the a 


gned by Mr Gillies, ſeems to be 


aſcertain the preciſe number ; but 


as he mentions that the town of Stewartown “ has increaſed 
ſome hundreds, ſince he was ſettled,” (which was in 1758) 
the population in 1793 is probably rather above than below 
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nated married pee, probably inſtead of married couples ; in 
which laſt caſe, the number is 5194; and which makes the 


whole population 10,527, in place of 7930. 
gradual increaſe of baptiſms fince the year 
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 
$COTLAND. 


5 PART IX. 


NUMBER I. 


PARISH. or RUTHERGLEN. 


(Couvrr ar Lana SrNoD a. GLascow AND Ars, = 
PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW.) | 


| By the Rev. Mr Davio Unk, A. M. 


Extent, Surface, Dc. 


T HE pariſh of Rutherglen extends, on the ſouth bank 

of the river Clyde, about 3 miles in length, and a- 

bout 13 in breadth. It contains ſome of the moſt fertile 

and beautiful plains, that are to be met with in the ſtrath 
of Clyde. Theſe plains comprehend the eſtates of Shaw- 
field, Farme, Hamilton-farm and Roſebank. They are 

partly ſecured againſt inundations from the river, by artifi- 

cial . extending in length no leſs than 3700 yards : 
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Their tops are 18 inches higher than the height of the flood 


in 1782, the greateſt ever known in Clyde. It roſe about 


184 feet above low water. The rife of the tide in the ri- 


ver terminates at Rutherglen. 


moſtly incloſed, chiefly with thorn hedges, in ſingle 
rows. The ſoil, being in ſome places a fine loam, and 
in others a rich mould, produces, by the concurring aſſiſt. 
_ ance of a climate generally mild and warm, fertile crops of 
_ oats, wheat, barley, peas, beans, potatoes and graffes. For 
this and ſome other reaſons, improvements in agriculture 
are, in this place, making conſiderable progreſs. There are 


3 kinds of ploughs uſed in the pariſh; the Scotch, the 
chain, and the Rutherglen plough. The laſt was, for the 
firſt time, made here about 50 years ago; and conſequent- 
ly, according to Lord Kames's account, muſt have been a- 
mong the firft improved ploughs in Scotland. The plan 
after which it was conſtructed, was propoſed by a Lady 
Stewart, grandmother to the preſent Earl of Buchan : She 
came from Goodtrees to the Farme, where ſhe lived ſeve- 

ral years, and was uncommonly active in promoting agri- 


cultural improvements. It is nearly as light as the chain- 
plough, and anſwers well in a free ſoil; it has long ago 
found its way into all the pariſhes in the neighbour- 


hood. The moſt part of the land 1s in tillage, for which 
reaſon there are few cattle in the pariſh. The number of 
cows is no more than 207 ; about xoo of that number be- 
long to the inhabitants of the borongh, and are moſtly pa- 


ſtured on a ſmall common, adjoining to the town, Of 


horſes there are 110; but the greateſt part of them 
belong to the coal-work and to carters. The valued 
rent of the pariſh, which belongs to 139 heritors, of whom 


41 


| of Rutherglen. 5 5 
Fo | 41 are non-reſidents, 18 L. 2100 Scots: The * TY 3 
may, at an average, be rated at L. 2 Sterling the acre. 


Borough. — The capital of the pariſh, and from which it 
derives its name, is the ancient borough of Rutherglen ; ſi- 
tuated 21 miles to the 5. E. of Glaſgow. This town, 
which is ſaid to have been at firſt built by Reuther, one of 

the Kings of Scotland, was erected into a royal borough by 
| 3 King David I. about the year 1126. Its privileges and 


= immunities, as appears from charters yet extant, were very 
; great, Theſe, however, were gradually diminiſhed, as 


XZ Glaſgow and the neighbouring towns roſe into conſe- 
> XF quence. It is, ſince the Union, inrolled with Glaſgow, 

"XZ Renfrew and Dunbarton ; and in conjunction with them, 
ſends a member to the Britiſh Parliament. No borough 
in Britain enjoys a more free and unembarraſſed election of 
magiſtrates and council. | 


Fairs.—The market-day is not now frequented ; but 6 
fairs are annually held in the town, and are famous for the 
beſt draught-horſes in Europe. It is ſaid, that more than 

= a century ago, one of the anceſtors of the preſent Duke ot 
n 8 Hamilton, brought with him to Scotland 6 coach-horſes, 
70 | originally from Flanders, and ſent them to Strathaven, the 
ir- PF caſtle of which was at that time habitable : The horſes 
oh 4 were all ſtallions, of a black colour, and remarkably hand- 
of A | ſome. The farmers in the neighbourhoad readily em- 
1 bracing the favourable opportunity, made this foreign breed 
a. 3 croſs with the common Scotch kind; and thereby procu- 
ff red a breed ſuperior to either. From this, a ſtrong and 
m 1 hardy race of horſes was ſoon ſpread over the country; 
but in many places, owing to neglect, was left to degene” 
rate. By want of proper attention, we often let flip the 
ne _ a x 
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- moſt favourable opportunities of improvement, and ſuffer 
unmanly indolence to deprive us of many bleſſings we 
might otherwiſe enjoy. A high degree of credit, however, 
is due to the farmers in the upper part of the county, for 
their unremitting endeavours to improve this excellent 
breed. They pay ſtrict attention to every circumſtance 
reſpecting the colour; the ſoftneſs and hardneſs of the 
hair; length of the body, breaſt and ſhoulders of their 
| breeders. No inducement whatever, can lead them to en- 
courage the breed of a horſe, that is not poſſeſſed of the 
beſt qualities. Providence commonly favours the atten- 
tive and the diligent. Their laudable attempts have pro- 
ved to be ſucceſsful, and Britain is now reaping the me- 
rited fruits of their well directed care. Every farm almoſt, 
through the extent of ſeveral pariſhes, ſupports 6, or at 
| leaſt 4 mares; the half of which are allowed annually to 
foal. The colts are moſtly ſold at the fairs of Lanark and 
Carnwath, and bring to the owners from L. 5 to L. 20 
each. They are generally purchaſed by farmers from the 
counties of Renfrew and Ayr, where they are trained for 
the draught, till they are about 5 years old; they are then 
ſold at, the fairs of Rutherglen from L. 25 to L. 40 each; 
from thence they are taken to the Lothians, England, &c. 
where mey excel in the * the cart and the wn 


e be pariſh contains 286 dwelling-houſes, 
inhabited by 444 families, containing 1860 perſons; of 
whom 907 are males, 953 females, and 297 children un- 
der 6 years of age. The number of ſervants is 6y, of 
whom 21 only are males. The increaſe, fince the year 
1755, if the return (988) made to Dr Webſter was accu- 
rate, is 892. The allowing! is a liſt of the number of 
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1699 11 11781 29 38 67 
1 wii en ug EE: 
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The ical . muſt be owing to the rapid pro- 


: grels of manuſactures 1 in this 1 885 of the e. 


W 8 g to this allo, 6 are nds and their 


wages high. A man- ſervant receives, beſides bed, board 


and waſhing, L. 5 the half year; and a woman · ſervant 
from 40s. to 50s. A labourer, when hired by the year, 


receives 18. every day; when not hired by the year, he 


has from 15 d. to 18d. a-day. Artificers, as maſons and 
wrights, get 25. for their day's wages. But the practice of 
undertaking by the piece, almoſt univerſally prevails. | 


Character of the Inhabitants —The preſent inhabitants 


are active and induſtrious, and under their good manage- 


ment, the peace of ſociety is preſerved. They are conſi- 
derable adepts in borough politics. This, however, does 
not, in general, obſtruct an induſtrious application to their 
ſeveral employments. But their tranquillity meets, at 
times, with ſhort interruptions : A. competition for their 
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1 üben in a vote for 2 member of Parliament, PROP 8 ; 7 | 
times convulſes the community; enervates the finews of MK 
_ induſtry ; and brings ruin on ſome few individuals. On 
theſe occaſions, one would be ready to think, that liberty 
was turned into licentiouſneſs, and that the privileges of 
royal boroughs were curſes, inſtead of bleſſings, to the per- 
ſons poſſeſſed of them. But where is the conſtitution that 
is free from defects? or where the people that may not in 
| ſome inſtances go wrong? It may, however, be obſerved, 
that the inhabitants are ſo far from being bad members f 
ſociety, that none of them have, in the memory of man, 
committed any crime, for which they were liable to pu- 
blie-puniſhment. They are ſtrongly attached to the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church ; there OY not above 8 or 10 families be- 
longing to . 


8 
8 - Twas © - dn." Be * * $4 
— OF rtf topo wr «7 . or we grnrs * II Ke r 0 


"RM oY 
wt 295 42 Wee . Bees wh le yy 


———— —„—-—:.⸗ 


— —ää—ä4ͤ—ꝙ́ ——— = e 
* — — th pay ee wm 8 
go" 


Creda 8 We. — How the inhabitants are 
employed, will appear from the following lift of mechanics 
and labourers within the pariſh ; The number of indivi- 

duals eee in each e is annexed: ; 


| Bakers, — 2 FHoſiers,.— — © | 
—  — t Labourer, — - * 
Brewers, — 2 Millers, — — 2 = 1 
Carters, — — 18 Shoemakers, | = 
| Coal-hewers, — 60 Smiths, — 
Coopers, — — — 3 Surgeons, 
Farmers, — 26 Tailors, — 
Flax.-dreſſers, — 1 Watchmakers, 
Fleſhers, — 3 Meavers, — 
SGardeners, — 4 Wrights, and 


Hatmakers, — 10 Maſons, 


1 
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| of the weavers, 10 only continue at be . the 

reſt are employed in the muſlin branch. Moſt of the ma- 
ſons profeſs the wright buſineſs. About three fourths af 

the ſmiths are nailers, and work to employers in Glaſgow. 
Mr Robert Bryce hath diſtinguiſhed himſelf for making 


edge-tools, eſpecially augers and ſcrews, both black and 
poliſhed. He ſells the black from 38. 6 d. to L. 1, 58. the 


dozen, wholeſale; and the poliſhed, from 13 8. to 5 
Te is : 9: 6 the dozen. His carpenters and coopers 


axes and adzes, are fold: from 5 d. to 8 d. the lb. All his 


tools, on account of their excellent workmanſhip, and ex- ; 


tremely good temper, are preferred, in Glaſgow and 


| Greenock, to any from England. His demands are al- 
ways greater than he can execute. For grinding his tools, 
he prefers the ſtones from Hamilton-hill, in the neighbour- 


hood of Glaſgow, to · Neweaſtle grindſtones. The former 


are compoſed of a ſmaller grit than the latter, but take 


down remarkably faſt ; they wear equally round, becauſe 

no part of them is harder than another; and they are not 
intermixed with nodules and ſtreaks of the martial-pyrites, 
which are extremely hurtful to edge-tools, and frequently 
render grindſtones totally uſeleſs. —Mr Bryce hath alſo ac- 

quired a peculiar {kill in the dextrous management of bees. 
He can, without killing the queen-bee, unite different 
iwarms, or parts of ſwarms, and make them keep together 
in harmony: His apiary is ſometimes ſtocked with 
42 hives. — There are two printfields in the pariſh, 
known by the names of Rutherglen and Shawfield-bank 
printfields, The former is carried on by Mr Cummin and 
Company, and the latter by Mr Dalgleiſh; they employ 
about 200 perſons, All the women in the pariſh find a- 


bundance of ſuitable employment. Every 4 looms give 
= work to at leaſt one woman, who winds the yarn for them. 


There 
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town; 4 young girls commonly work at each ; and a bin, 


er than 22 tambouring machines in the 


by their en n ** 2 8. 8 wy 


| Minerals —The vida carried on at Stonelaw, by 
Major John Spens, are of long ſtanding. There is no ac- 


count when coals were at firſt wrought in this place. But 


from the number of old waſtes, the period muſt be very 


remote. At preſent, about 126 perſons are employed in 
the works. The water is raiſed by a ſteam-engine, which, 
about the year 1776, was erected by Gabriel Grey, Eſq; 


of Scotſtown. The coals turned out are of different qua- 


- ities, but all of them are very good. They are ſold on 
the hill at 10 d. the hutch, weighing 400 lb. but it com- 
monly exceeds that weight; carriage to Glaſgow is 4 d. 


ſo that a cart load of three hutches, weighing about 13 
cwt. is laid down in the ftreet for 3s. 6d. But two 


wheeled waggons, containing 6 hutches, are commonly u- i 
fed. Some of them that lately were occaſionally weighed, 


contained no leſs than 33 cwt. of ſoft coal; which, how- 


ever, is ſpecifically heavier than hard coal. The empty 
waggon generally weighs about 84 cwt. The whole, a- 
mounting to 41 cwt. is drawn by a ſingle horſe, which 
goes to Glaſgow three times a day. Glaſgow is diſtant 


from Stonelaw 34 miles. Such heavy draughts, drawn by 
one horſe, even for a greater length of road, is not unfre- 
quent in this country. The waggon is generally 2 feet 


in depth; 34 in breadth; and 4 in length; the wheels 
are 44 in height; the horſes employed are of the Lanark- 


ſhire breed. Their ſuperior excellency, after the above 
mentioned exertion of their ſtrength, to which they are 
daily accuſtomed, need not be called in queſtion. A con- 
ſiderable quantity of iron ſtone is turned out along with 
the 


iS 


| ; is occupied by the manſe and offices. 
| and Council, the heritors reſiding within the borough, 


of Rutherglen, c 


the- coal: at Stonelaw. It ſells at 5.5, 6d. the ton on the 
hill; and is delivered at Clyde iron-work for 6s. 6 d. 
There are two excellent free · ſtone quarries in the pariſh, 


which have been wrought for ſome hundred years paſt. 


The tenen Ku Were ſale in Glaſgow and its n 
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Ni e is FS no means, 1 of 
grocery ſhops and public houſes. Qs the latter there are 
no fewer than 26 within the town. Theſe, although more 
than ſufficient for ordinary demands, are not able to ac- 
commodate ſtrangers that frequent the fairs. To ſupply 
the deſiciency, every inhabitant claims a right, eſtabliſhed 
by immemorial practice, of ſelling ale and whiſky, licence 
free, during the time of the fairs. This cuſtom, which is 
hurtful neither to the revenues of Government, nor inte- 
reſt of the community, 1s profitable to ſome induſtrious fa- 
milies who inhabit. capacious houſes. _ 


Church, Stipend, School, Poor, fc. —The church is a 
ſmall but very ancient ſtructure. 


There is no account 
when it was built. 


The conſtruction of the pillars and 
arches, and the ornaments on the capitals, ſeem to place its 
date at a more remote diſtance, than the time when the 
churches, ornamented with high and cluſtered pillars, ſharp 

pointed arches, large windows, &c. were built.—The ſti- 
pend, including the allowance for communion-elements, is 
147 bolls, 144 pecks of victual; of which, 5 5 bolls are of 
oats; 34 of barley ; and the reſt of oat meal. It is, how- 
ever, moſtly paid in money, according to the market price 

of che victual. The glebe contains 4* acres, part of which 


The Magiſtrates 


Yor, IX. B and | 
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and thirteen pound land thereof; the members of the kirk- 
| ſeſſion, and the tenants of Shawfield, have jointly the 
right of preſentation.—The public ſchool is generally well 
| frequented. The falary is L. 10 Sterling yearly. The 
ſtated wages are 25. the quarter for Engliſhz and 2 8. 6d. 
for writing, arithmetic and Latin, There are commonly 
one or two private ſchools in the town. The number of 
poor in the pariſh, conſidering its population, is not great. 
There are only 26 on the poor funds: theſe are to the 
whole inhabitants nearly in proportion, as 1 is to 72. 
They are moſtly aged and infirm women. Each receives 
from 28. to 5 8. a- month. There are beſides a few in- 
digent families who are oecaſionally aſſiſted, as the kirk - 
ſeſſion, to whoſe care the overſight of the poor is intruſted, 
ſees proper. The funds for anſwering the above purpo- 
ſes, are raiſed from the weekly collections at the church 
door on ſabbaths; from proclamations of marriage, and 
the annual intereſt of a ſmall ſum, accumulated chiefly by 
| pious donations. Theſe different ſources, for there is no 
poor-tax in the pariſh, procured to the ſeſſion, from Febru- 
ary 1790 to February 1791, the ſum of L. 52: 13: 34. 
The diſburſements, during the ſame period, were L. 46, 
16s. Balance added to the ſtock, L. 5: 17: 31. One or 
two of the poor are allowed to beg within the bounds. of 1 "2 
the pariſh but no where elſe. 4 


* 


Roads and Mill —There is no part in the country where 
better roads are to be found. The great turnpike road 
leading from Glaſgow to London, by way of Kilbride, 
Muirkirk, Dumfries, &c. goes through the town, On this 
road is a toll-bar, the only one in the pariſh, The chief 
line of communication to Glaſgow is by Rutherglen WM 
brid 186. which was, in 1 77 55 thrown over Code: It is 

| not 


„ Rutherglen. e 11 


9 not burdehed by any pontage, being built by 1 a bee fub- 
5 ſeription, to which the borough contributed nearly L. 1000 
Sterling.—The only mill in the pariſh is the town's mill, 
conſtructed for grinding oats, barley and peas. To it are 
aſtricted all the borough lands, at the thirlage of the 40th 
part of the grana creſcentia, ſeed and horſe corn excepted. 
The miller is entitled to half a peck for bannock-meal, out 
of every 6 firlots, grinded at the mill; and the multerer, 
or millar's ſervant, has additional what is 5 equal to the half 
of the bannock-meal for his fee. 
| Copies of the charters belonging to the borough ; de- 
ſeriptions and drawings of the pillars in the church; of the 
ſpoils of ſepulchral tumuli; of vegetable impreſſions found 
in the earth; of baſaltic columns, and of ſeveral other 
ſubjects of antiquity and natural hiſtory, belonging to the 
pariſh, are given in Mr Ure's hiſtory of Rutherglen and 
Eaſt Kilbride, from which the above account is abſtracted. 
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PARISH or BUCHANAN, 


. (Cavwty or STIRLING, SYNOD oF GLAsGow AND AYR, 


PRESBYTERY OF DUNBARTON.). 


Name, Extent, &c. 


UCHANAN was formerly called Inchcailloch, the 
name of an iſland in Lochlomond, where the church 
was till the year 1621, when a conſiderable part of the 
| pariſh of Luſs, at that time on this fide of the loch, was an- 
nexed to the pariſh of Inchcailloch. Some years after the 
annexation, the walls of the church in Inchcailloch failing, 
andthe people likewiſe not finding it convenient every 
{abbath, eſpecially in ſtormy weather, to be croſſing over 
to the iſland, worſhip was performed in a church near the 
houſe of Buchanan, which was originally a Chapel of Eaſe 
belonging to the. pariſh of Luſs. From this chapel, which 
was called the church or | chapel of Buchanan, the whole 
united 


"09 


| of Buchanan, 5 


U 


7 lied pariſh came » degrees to be called the pariſh of 
ZEBuchanan. Inchcailloch ſignifies « the iſland of the Old 
„ Women * ſo called, becauſe in former times there was 

5 nunnery there. The pariſh of Buchanan has heen K 
Pned 18 computed miles long, and 6 broad. The cultivated 
art of the ſouth end lies eaft and weſt between the moor of 
| P Buchanan and the river Endric. A long tract lies along 
the north fide of Lochlomond to the upper end of the pa- 


Y 5 
ad ; iſh, near which there are two glens croſſing the pariſh from 
Neaſt to weſt, Glendow | and n both of which a are 
Enhabited. 
© Rivers —The Forth has its ſource in the upper end of 
this pariſh. From ſeveral ſprings, and from rains in theſe | 
high grounds frequently falling, there is collected a ſmall 
1 burn or rivulet, which runs down Glenguoi into Glendow, 
and by the addition of ſeveral large burns in that glen it 
is conſiderably increaſed : At the lower end of the glen it 
is called the water of Dow, and below that the water of 
: Duchray, (as it paſſes by the place of Duchray), and not 
the till it paſſes by the church of Aberfoil is it called the Forth. 
irch This river takes its courſe through Monteith by Stirling. 
the The river Endric, which is the boundary of this pariſh in 
_ C the ſouth, has its ſource in the weſt end of Dundaff, or 
he E- | Fintry hills, and runs through the pariſhes of Fintry, Kill 
ing, [ cairn, and Drumen, till it reaches the pariſh of Buchanan, 
ery | where it flows in beautiful curves through the fertile haughs 
Cath | (or flats) of Buchanan and Kilmaronock, and falls at laſt ints 
the Lochlomond. This river in the winter ſeaſon, when the 
be | * loch is full, covers a great part of the lower grounds on 
ich both ſides of the pariſhes of Buchanan and Kilmaronock, 
ole and when the water lies dead and goes off gradually it en- 


. iches the ground; but the floods have often proved hurtful 
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in the Griog after the ſeed was s fown, and a in barbell, 
both before the corns were cut down and afterward, carry. 
ing ſome away and greatly damaging the reſt. in harveſt f 


. 2 


when he aroſe in the morning, and found himſelf ſo , 


| 8. W. to N. E. and divide the lower from the higher 3 1 


14 : Statylical Ade, 


*\ 


1782, in a flood, the haughs of Endric, i in this patiſh, were C : : 


covered with water, and immediately after, there came 
ſnow and intenſe froſt, ſo that in ſome places 1258 walked 1 
on the i ice above the ſtanding corn. - 


bY es Crai n e are « frraral. 7 caves in which © 9 


lawleſs people uſed to ſkulk and hide themſelves ; thoſe are 1 = 

| known by the names of the moſt remarkable perſons who 

uſed to frequent them. There 1 is one common] y known by = 
the name of King Robert's cave. What gave it that name I 1 

was, that King Robert Bruce, after his defeat at Dalrec, . = 

in the weſt end of Strathfillan, paſſed tliat day, with very > 


few with him, down the ſtrath, croſſed the water of Fal. 1 
loch, and came down the north fide of Lochlomond to 4 55 
Craigroſtan. Night coming on, when he atrived at this F 
cave, he flept there ; next day he came to the laird of | 
Buchanan, who conducted him to the Earl of Lenox, by os 
whom he was preſerved for ſome time, till he got to a MM 
place of ſafety. The report is, that the night in which 7 


King Robert ſlept in the cave, he was ſurrounded with l b 


goats that uſed to lie there in the night, and that 4 


comfortable, he was ſo well pleaſed with the goats as his } £ 


bed-fellows, that, when he came to be king, he made a law 4 g 
chat all goats ſhould be graſs-mail (or gras: rent) free. 3 


H . Fhe Grampiak bills run throu gh this 8 from 


ounds. There is one pretty high hill in the midft of 7 
et called the Conic hill: But the hi gheſt bill, in this 5 x 


of Buchanan, . 2, 15 


3 "2 | part of the country: is in the upper eng;of the pariſh, called 5 
+ RE Benlomond; which is about 2080 yards above ſea level. The 

E aſcent to the top of this hill direQly welt is ſteep, hut from 
RE the ſouth it is more gradual, till near the tap, and then it 

is ſomewhat ſteeper. - From the top of this hill there i is 4 , 
bo clear day, a very extenfive view to the eaſt as far as E- 
( dinburgh, to che ſouth as far as Ayr, with the fritle of | 
9 Clyde, and the iſlands in it, Arran, Bute, Nec as n to 
2 che weſt fea ter” iſlands of "ay, Jura, Ke. 75 i 


24077101 


1 Lochs or Tale, Thongh . cannot 1 — aid to 
be in any one pariſh, yet as the parith of Buchanan extends 
14 or 15 miles up the ſide of the loch, and feveral of the 
| ——- inhabited iſlands make a part of i it, the greateſt ſhare of the : 
Irec, x loch may be ſaid to fall to the pariſh of Buchanan. This 
beautiful lake, yin, 8 from S. to N. has always been reck- 
3 | oned 24 computed or 36 meaſured miles in length. Tue 5 
XX breadth towards the ſouth end is from 8 to 10 miles; to- 
Y | wards the north end it is not near ſo broad. The north 
end is conſiderably deeper than towards the ſouth end; 
the depth at the foot of Benlomond is about 120 fathoms; 
jn the ſouth. end it is about 20, and in many places not a- 
= dove 14. All above Rowerdennan the loch never freezes, 
A 1 however intenſe the froſt be 2 but what i is ſouth of Rower- 
Aennen frezes, ſo that men, and even horſes with their loads, 
o | have travelled upon the ice, when covered with ſnow. As 
dee ane opera rivers which, pour 4 great quanity of 
Vater into the loch, and as there is but one way by which 
1 it empties itſelf into the ſea, the loch, in rainy ſealons, riſes 
do a conſiderable height, ſo that from it loweſt ebb it has 
been known to riſe upwards of 5 feet. In this loch they 
1 | reckon about 30 iſlands, but there are only 13 or 14 that 
3 1 can be ſaid to be of any value, the reſt being very ſmall, 
_ | and 
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- balk malle of chen but the 3 of bird ihn - The moſt Wl 
valuable illands are divided between the families of Mon. B 

troſe and Luſs; 4 of chem, belonging to the Duke of Mon. b 
troſe, are in the pariſh of Buchanan; 3 of theſe, namely, : 
Inchailloch, alteady mentioned, Inchfael, which figniſies (the 

© Long Tdand,” and Incheruin, * the Round-Iſſand, have 

a tenant in each of them with arable and paſture-ground; i 

. tout by far the largeſt. and the beſt of all. the iſlands, and ⁶ 
which likewiſe belongs to the family of Montroſe, is Inch- 
murin; in this iſland the Duke of Montroſe keeps his 
; deer, and a foreſter, to take care of them. This iſland, it = 
z ſaid, belongs to no pariſh, but the people in it get 
Church privileges, when they apply for them, at Buchanan. ] x7 

In the ſouth end of this iſland, the ancient family of Le- 8 
nox had a caſtle, but it is now in ruins. . There are alſo ⁵ 
three, ſmall takes or lochs within the pariſh, namely, 
Dulochan, Locharclet , and Lochamnancairn. In Du- MW 
lochan there are ſome pike, in Locharclet there are pike 

and large trout, in Lochlomond there are falmon-trout, 
cel, perch, flounder, pike, and a fiſh peculiar to itſelf, call- 8 
ed pollac. This fiſh is of the ſize of a large herrin g, and at "= 

times 1 is caught in great quantities on this fide of the loch YZ ; 

with draught nets; they are beſt in the months of ' July 

and Auguſt. Salmon was more plentiful laſt year on this 

fide of the loch than for many years paſt, owing to the 

: ſtakes and nets upon the mouth of the Leven to prevent 
_ the fiſh from coming up, being pulled out; and yet ſalmon 47 
fold laſt year dearer than before, owing to the carriers at- | 
tending more regularly than formerly, and carrying them 

off to Glaſgow, &c. Salmon, which uſed to be ſold at 

2d, ang 3d. the pred cd now at 5 d. Le 6d. 1 
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mor - Haw the houſe of Buchanan there i is an old bal 
oh Y work; ; great additions have been made to which within theſe 
* 40 years paſt. The preſent Duke of Montrofe is planting 
ny | 2 great deal of different kinds of trees in the bottom of Bu- 
2 chanan, which in proceſs of time, if properly ta en care of, 
- 3 muſt turn out greatly to the advantage of the- family, as 
. - : well as to the beauty of | the place. In the uland of Inch- 
_ = cailloch there is a large oak wood. From the Grampian 
bis IF hills to the north end of the pariſh, along the fide of the 
L i | | loch, is one continued wood, confifting of ſome aſhes, alders, 
t get 2 hazels, but moſtly oaks. Woods are of late become very 
man. valuable on the ſides of Lochlomond, as the timber and 
IL. bark are eaſily tranſported by water to Glaſgow, Port- 
allo Glaſgow and Greenock, and ſometimes are carried to Ire- 5 
iely, and ang. the welt of __ 


"4 


pike 4 ö 1 and Dikaſe,—This coy in 3 is rather ; 
rout, wet, not however unhealthy. Fevers are rare, and gene- 

rally brought from other places, eſpecially from the towns, 
and from the public works that are going on at no great 
diſtance from hence, as bleaching, printing cloth, and ſpin- 
ning cotton; the children or connections of people in this 
pariſh turning ſickly in thoſe places, are brought home, and 
ſometimes the neighbours are infected by them. In that 
way alſo the ſmall-pox was brought into this pariſh in 
winter laſt, The diſeaſe ſpreading faſt, about 30 of the 
= young people in the neighbourhood where it was, took it; ; 
E 10 of whom died. All the parents whoſe children had not 
taken it, (two or three excepted), as if it were with one 
conſent, inoculated their children at one and the ſame 
time; ſo that there are juſt now under inoculation in this 
parith 128. Several of whom I have ſeen; many of 
them appeared to be t * ; others had a good 
Vor. IX, C deal 
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deal of the pox, but are now in a fair way of recove- 
ry. Two only died. What we reckon old people in this 
2 live till they are hetween 7 and 80 years; ſome 
reach 85 or 86; only 5 that I can remember, fince I came 
to this pariſh, reached 90, 2 of whom died going 98. 
There is one living at preſent who is going 99; he is re- 
markably healthy, riſes every day by 7 or 8 in the morn- 
ing, and if it is a good day, takes a ſhort walk before 
| breakfaft ; he has no complaint of his fight, hearing or me- 
mory, and his hand is as fteady as when he was a young 
man; he was in arms in the year 1715 with his country- 
men the Highlanders, and is the only man alive in this 
part of the country who was out at that time. 
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RS E9c.—The foil is of different Kinde The 
havghs of Endric are deep, and very fertile for graſs or 
corn. The rifing grounds towards the moor of Buchanan, 

are partly gravel, partly moſs, and partly till, with 
rocks and ſtones, both above and below ground, in the way 
of the plough. Upon the fide of Lochlomond above the 

| pals, the ground is drier than below, but rocky and ftony, 
The crops are oats and barley. Some few peas are ſown, * 
| which do very well where the ground is limed, but they 
are in danger of ſuffering in harveſt in this rainy country. 
Some few have tried turnip; they would grow very welb 
but they require more attention in the ſeaſon that the peo- E 
ple of this country are providing turf or peats, than they i 
can well beſtow upon them. They all plant plenty of x4 
potatoes, and the common people feed at leaſt one half of * 
the year upon them. Oats, if the ſeaſon anſwers, are ſown 
in the beginning of April, barley through the month of 

May, and ſometimes in June. There is little flax raiſed, 

and none but what is for private uſe. A greater quantity 
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| of grain than was neceſſary for the maintenance of the in- 
habitants, was raiſed; but of late years a great part of the 
* | richer grounds being put under graſs, has conſiderably di- 
miniſhed the produce in general. The generality of the te- 
nants keep near a third more of cattle than they have pa- 
dure for; which, though they will not believe it, turns out 
more to their loſs than their profit. There are 5 entered 
; | ſtills in the pariſh, which do more than conſume all the bar- 
ley that grows in it. The common Scots ploughs are ge- 
4 : | nerally uſed ; but inſtead of bein g made by the farmers 
3 LY themſelves as formerly, they are now, for the moſt part, 
= made by ſuch wrights as are moſt remarkable in the coun- 
try for making them, ſo that they are not now ſo clumſy 
ko” | and heavy as uſual. But by far the greater part of this pa- 
rich conſiſts of hill or moor ground, and is covered with 
rocks, moſs and heath. For 6 miles up the fide of the loch, 
each farm has a ſhare of the moor which is contiguous to 
n ; | itſelf ; but ſeveral miles of the north end of the pariſh | 
4 4 | have of late years been all put under ſheep-paſture. There 
are only 27 ploughs going in the pariſh this year. 

= Till of late there was rather a want of induſtry in this 
8 pariſh, owing to what the farmers alleged, the ſhortneſs of 
4 their tacks, which gave them no encouragement to improve, 
and the difficulty of getting manure: But a lime quarry 
1 being ſome years ago found out in the moor above the paſs» 
near a moſs where they get peats for burning the lime, the 
: | farmers in the neighbourhood make lime there every year, 
f | which they bring to their grounds. This has proved of., con- 
$ " ſiderable advantage to their farms. The farms below the 
9 4 paſs the Duke has incloſed and ſubdivided, partly by ditch 
1 1 and hedge, and partly by ſtone fences: By building the 
7 1 ſtone fences, the farmers who were employed in providing 
5 F Rones, had an oppormnaty of clearin 8 their grounds of a 
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great many flows, which they food very much in need of. 
And ſome of them fince in their wet grounds have been 


caſting drains and filling them with ſtones, by which their 
grounds receive a double advantage. The multures for 
ſome time paſt have been converted into money, ſo that 


there is little more given now than what 1 * for 
0 the * 5 ; | 


nnn to the return made to Dr Web- | 
ſter, the numbers were 1699. The inhabitants have de- 


creaſed conſiderably fince ſome part of my predeceflor's 
time. In one of his lifts, the number was between 1500 


and 1600; according to the laſt liſt which I took of them, 
they were only 1111 ſouls, and the number is not increa- 

ſing. There is no regiſter of marriages kept; but the re- 
giſter in order to the proclamation of banns is regular- 
ly kept; and by the ſame it appears, that the number 
of proclamations from the beginning of the year 1760 to 


the beginning of 1790, is 241; from 1760 to 177, is 82; 


from 1770 to 1780, is 83; and from 1780 to 1790, is 76: 


The yearly average upon the whole, is 8. The numbers 
of births from 1760 to 1790, is 409; from 1760 to 1770, 
is 147; from 1470 to 1780, is 143; from 1780 to 1790, 


1s 119. The yearly average is about 13. 
There are no manufaQures in this pariſh. There are in 


it 6 weavers, 3 ſhoemakers, 2 tailors, 1 ſmith, 2 boat-car- 
penters, 2 millers, no wrights nor maſons, except ſuch as 
work conſtantly to the Duke of Montroſe. All the ſer- 


vants in this pariſh are domeſtic or houſehold, except ſuch as 


work to the Duke, who have each of them who go under 
the denomination of his workmen, a houſe and garden, a 
cow's grazing-park, for their accommodation, with 4 a- 


cres of ground. The Wages of labouring ſervants are daily 


increaſing, 
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Wesens ws greatly to the public works geg 4 on in 
the neighbourhood, the enlarging of farms, and the turning 
off of cottagers. Men ſervants get from L. 7 to L. 9 in the 
year, and ſome of them more. Women ſervants get L. 4. 
and ſome of them more. A man to work a day's work, or 
2 darger, as they are called, is not eaſily had; and when 
got, he takes 10d. a-day with his victuals. Tailors get 
8d. and victuals— Some years ago there were ſeveral Ro- 
man Catholics, and a few of the Epiſcopal Communion; 


but there are none of theſe denominations W ſo ar as I 


know, at leaſt as common eee 


| Stipend, School, Fur, Ge. The living confiſts of 24 
bolls oat-meal, together with L. 62: 8: 2, with manſe and 
glebe. The Duke of Montroſe is patron. The miniſter, 
There are 6 heritors, 5 of whom have 
a ſingle farm each; the reſt of the pariſh belongs to the 
Duke, who is alſo ſuperior of the other five.—There are "IF 
ſchools, which for ſeveral years paſt have been regularly 
taught ; the parochial ſchool, and a ſchool appointed by the . 
Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge. The paro- 
chial ſchoolmaſter has a ſalary of L. 8: 6:8, with a houſe; 
for every marriage he has 13d.; for every baptiſm, 4d.; 
for teaching to read Engliſh, 1 8s. 6d. the quarter, and for 


_ writing and arithmetic, 2s. The charity ſchool is kept 


at Sallochy, about 6 miles above the church, for 3 years ; 
and then at Inverſnaid, about 7 miles farther up the coun- 
try, for other 3 years, alternately. The charity ſchool. 
maſter has a ſalary of L. 10 as ſchoolmaſter and catechiſt ; 


he has alſo quarter wages from ſuch as are able to pay, 


which I underftand turn out to about L. 4; but he is obli- 
ged to teach the poor gratzs.—The number of poor upon 
the lift is about 40, ſometimes 1 or 2 more. I ſay upon 
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the liſt, becauſe we only mark down the principal head of 


the family who receive charity, and are ſupplied by the 
country and the pariſh, though in ſome families there may 


be the huſband and the wife, and in others ſome ſmall chil- 


| dren beſide the huſband and wife, or a widow with a 
mall family in ftraitened circumſtances; ſo that if every 
individual were to be put in the lift, the number would be 


pretty conſiderable. There is no proviſion made in this 


pariſh for the poor; they are obliged to beg from houſe to 


Houſe through the year, and get their proportion of what 


collections are gathered on the Sabbath days, to buy cloaths 


and other neceſſaries; and when any of them come to be 


in ſickneſs, or infirm and unable to go about, they have to 
depend upon the charity of their neareſt neighbours, and 
what can be given them extraordinary of the poor's mo- 
ney. Several years ago the county of Stirling attempted 

to confine their poor within their reſpective pariſhes ; and 


after ſeveral meetings about it, all the pariſhes, as far as I 


know, except Drumen and Buchanan, agreed to the plan ; 
| by which means the poor of the pariſhes who agreed to it 
were better ſupplied, and the people freed of a good deal 
of trouble in ſerving them at the door; and beſides, were 
not liable to get their goods ſtolen, as formerly, by vagrants 
who went about begging. The poor are every day beco- 
ming a heavier burden upon the inhabitants of this pariſh, 


occaſioned by the beſt growing farms in the lower end of 


the pariſh being put under graſs, and the ſmall farms in the 
head of the pariſh, many of them being united together and 
put under ſheep, and let out to people in other pariſhes who 
give nothing for the ſupport of the poor, but leave them a 


burden upon the refidenters. There is about L. 280 be- 


longing to the poor of the pariſh, moſt of which has been 


given in different donations by the family of Montroſe. 
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Manners and ral Tbe people are gen ently ſober. 
E | | There are no villages in the pariſh, nor even what deſerves 
© the name of a clachan at the church; There are only 3 
f 1 licenſed publie houſes: It is an advantage to the morals of 
4A 5 i the people that there are ſo few. The people are hoſpi- . 
table, and very charitably diſpoſed towards the poor. They 
W live in peace and harmony among themſelves, and are very 
; ready to oblige and aſſiſt one another when need requires. 
l cannot now recollect one law proceſs between the inhabi. 
teants before the ſheriff or oommiſſary, fince I came to the pa- 
: 1 4 riſh ; any difference among them uſed to be made up at the 
barony court, and there have been very few differences 
1 3 even before the barony court for many years paſt. There 
nd "I } has no murder been committed time immemorial; no per- 
2 | ſons have been committed to priſon, or baniſhed for any 
| crime, except one family who came to reſide here, finding 
it inconvenient to live any where elſe, and one individual 
who came from the ſouth, when purſued in his own coun- 
try, took ſhelter here for a few ww and ene uff er- 
_ at Rs an : 
re * Z Advantoger—One great convenience which this pariſh 
has, is, that almoſt every farm has moſs in the moors be- 
longing to itfelf or contiguous to it; ſo that in moderately | 
dry ſummers the people may have plenty of good peats. 
But after all, conſidering the time that is ſpent in cutting 
the peats, ſetting and keeping them to the drought, and 
carrying them home, which is a great part of the ſummer's 
work, beſides the danger of lofing them all, or moſt of 
them in rainy ſeaſons, I leave it to my neighbours to judge 
e- ͤ whether it would not be better to caſt fewer peats, and 
5 W ſerve themſelves partly in coals, eſpecially fince they have 
now got a turnpike road to the coals. One great advan- 


tage 
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tage which the lower end of this pariſh has ND) of late 
Fears, is a new line of road from Drumen to Rowerdennan, 
which (the ferry intervening) joins the great road from 
Dunbarton to Inverary on the ſouth fide of Lochlomond. 
There is always a ferry-boat kept by the family of Mon- 
troſe at Rowerdennan, and another by the family of Arro- 
char on the oppoſite fide. The ferrying place on this fide 
has, of late years, been made pretty convenient for paſſen- 
gers; a quay has been built both for the ſafety of the boats. 
and for the conveniency of horſes getting into and out of 
| the boats; as alſo a convenient public houſe, The line 
of road from Drumen to Rowerdennan was begun and for- 2 3 
med by the ſtatute work; bridges were built on the burns, 
partly by the vacant ſtipend, partly by the bridge-moneß 
got from the county, and partly by the Duke's money: 
This road while carried on by the ſtatute work, went on 1 
very ſlowly; though begun above 30 years ago, it could 
not be faid to be finiſhed till laſt year; but now that it is E 
finiſhed, it muſt greatly attract the attention of travellers, 
being for ſeveral miles up the fide of the loch, highly beau- 1 
tiful and pictureſque; interſperſed with woods and beauti- 
ful fields of graſs and arable grounds; commanding at the 
ſame time an extenſive and delightful proſpect of Loch- 
lomond, and of the principal iſlands in it, as alſo of the 
many fine ſeats around the loch, 
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Miſcellaneous Obfervations.—In the lower end of the pa- 
riſh is the houſe of Buchanay, the preſent ſeat of the family 
of Montroſe. This place for near 700 years belonged to 
Buchanan of that ilk, and was the ſeat of that ancient fa- 
mily, but has been now for ſome time in the poſſeſſion of 
the family of Montroſe. —At Inverſnaid in the upper 
end of the pariſh, there was, about 80 years ago, a fort : 
built: x 
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1 built near mid-way between Lochlomond arid Lochcatrine ; 
| 1 the deſign of which was to guard the paſs between the two 
lochs, and prevent the cattle and goods of the people in 
the lower parts of the country being ſtolen and carried 
away northward, as alſo to be a check upon the country 
by bY. around it; the people thereabout being as ready as any o- 
tht | 3 thers to take away their neighbour's goods. This fort was 
1 J burnt in 1745, but was afterward repaired. There uſed 
= to be a company of men ſtationed there ſome time ago; 

3 but, for ſeveral years paſt, it has been ſupplied wich a few 5 
men from the caſtle of Dunbarton. 

5 1 The people on the ſouth ſide of the Grampian Hills, 

_ 5 ſpeak nothing but Engliſh ; on the north fide, ſuch as have 
been born and brought up there, ſpeak the Engliſh and 
"1 aelic. Of late years, ſeveral tenants from the ſouth fide, 
have removed to farms on the north fide ; theſe ſpeak 
Engrliſh only. All the names of places within the pariſh 
are Gaelic : as, Coldrach, * The Back of the Oaks; Blar- 
a ; vokze, or Plain of the He-Goat;* Stronmacnair, The 
Point of the Hill, belonging to the Son of the Heir; 
pk The bare om Hill.“ 


f Buchanan. 
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NUMBER In. 
PARISH or GOLSPY, 


 (CounTr or SUTHERLAND, SYNOD OF SUTHERLAND ANIS | 
CAITHNESS, PRESBYTERY OF Doxvoch.) 


Name, Situation, Surface, Soil, &c. 


(0 ULMALIE was the ancient name of this pariſh. Gol- 
ſpy is probably derived from goul ſpaut — goul ſig- 
nifying, a figure reſembling a branch of a tree, and /paut 
aa ſpeat.” Probably the burn of Golſpy ran in that form, 
and had often a ſpeat or flood; which is ſtill the caſe, altho' 
the form is much changed by reaſon of frequent inundations. 
The place perhaps got its name from the figure of the 
burn, and the circumſtance of its ſpeats.—This pariſh ex- 
tends from Strathſte ven, the N. E. end, to the Little Ferry, 
8. W. along the ſea, nearly in a ſtraight line; and mea- 
ſures about 8 miles. From the boat of the Little Ferry, it 
runs along that arm of the ſea from S. E. to N. W. for 3 
miles, and thus forms nearly a right angle at the weſt end. 


of Golſpy. $7 27 


; By the moſt dire& road from one end to another, i is 10 
meaſured miles in length, and from ſea to hill in the . 


broadeſt part, about a mile and an half, and about a 


mile in the narroweſt part, excluſive of a good deal 
of barren hilly ground. There is a bank which runs 
along the burn of Golſpy due weft from the ſea for 5 ; 
miles, where there are ſeveral inhabitants. It is flat 
for 10 miles in length from the coaſt, and from a 


mile to a mile and a half in breadth. The foil in 


_ general light, but of a good quality and fertile. In ſome 


parts it is deep, and mixed with clay, and very fertile. The 
S. W. end is ſandy; the N. E. end ſtony. No part is 


high, or having high rocks. The hills on the fide facing 
the ſea are covered with ihort black heath, and ſomewhat 


rocky. On the oppoſite fide the heath is long, with a mix. 


ture of graſs, and the ground for moſt part moſſy. The 


air is dry and healthy. There are haddocks, whitings, cod, 
ſmall rock red cod, cuddies, ſkate, fine turbot and flounders, 
taken with lines. On the Little Ferry branch, muſſels, 


cockles, are gathered in plenty; flounders, trouts of various 
. kinds, and a few ſalmon are taken with nets. All thoſe are 
in ſeaſon as in other places: The country around purchaſe 


all. Seals and porpoiſes are on the coaſt; ſometimes ſmall 


whales are ſeen near it; and there are inſtances of 


ſome being driven on ſhore. About 5 or 6 years ago, 


haddocks were a penny the ſcore ; now they are a penny 


each. There is a good deal both of tangle and bell-weed 


on the coaſt, and uſed for manuring the lands to great ad- 
vantage, About 30 ton of kelp is made every third 
| year. The tides run from eaſt to weſt, and from welt to 


__ eaſt, There is a pretty 1 current in the Little F. erry, 


but not remarkable. 
' | Population, 
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55 Population. = Aboat 100 years ago, the l is ] 
| ſuppoſed not to have been above one half of what it is at 


preſent. In 1750 the number of inhabitants was 4 5 z at 
Fee we are 1700. 


Males, 300 Farmers, (ten have above 
Females, —< | 900 10 acres), and their fa- | 
Inhabitants i in village ns — 73 
5 of Golſpy, . | Zoo Wrights, ; — „ TG 
In the country, 1409 5 Maſons, fo * 
Ann. aver. of births, 65 Weavers, - 10 
— - of deaths, 47 Tailors, =. 182 
of marriages, 20 Tinker, OS 
Under Io years of age, 0 Apprentice, 10 
| Between 10 and 20, 450 Fiſhermen, : - 20 2 
Between 20 and 5o, 550 Ferrymen, 4 
Between 50 and o, 175 FHouſehold ſervants, 12 
Between 70 and 100, 25 CLabouring ſervants, 252 
Heritors, (1 reſides con-- Family of Nobility, 1 
985 ſtantly), - 2 Families of Gentry, 4 


Phyſicia = L 


The proportion between the annual births and the. 
whole population is as 1 to 26; between marriages and it, 
as I to 85; between annual deaths and it, as 1 to 36. 
Each marriage, at an average, produces 7 children. The 
population would ſtill increaſe were manufactures eſta- 
bliſhed. In Dr Webſter's report the number is 1790; 
but this ſeems to be exaggerated. Several go in ſpring 
to the South of Scotland, where they find better encou- 

ragement for 1-bour, and moſt of them return in October 
or November following. None have been baniſhed fince 
the year 1746, when one ſuffered that puniſhment.— 
There 2 363 houſes, 5 in each houſe at an average; 

| -.. but 


of Golſpy. ; = 2 


but there are 42 of thoſe !houſes with only 1 inhabi- 
tant in each, and ſev . houſes with but 2 Inbabitarity 
in Gr. 


Produce, &c.—There is kail, potatoes, turnip, 120 every 
kind of garden roots; firs of different kinds, aſh, elm, al- 
der, plane- tree, narrow- leaved ſervice, birch, hazle, alſo 
furze and broom. On the farm of Dunrobin, are at 
this time black cattle, of 3 and 4 years old, which 
would ſell at L. 10 a-head. They are not large, but 
remarkable well ſhaped, well haired, and hardy. The 
number of black cattle may be 1100; of ſheep 1000; 
of horſes 350. About 1000 arable acres, and a great ma- 
ny waſte. About 400 acres, or nearly ſo, of graſs or 


paſture lands, 850 acres may be employed in raifing 


corn; in raifing barley 300 acres; oats 180; peaſe 140; 

_ turnip 70; potatoes 160; and 150 acres are in ſown graſs, 
beſides 100 acres of paſture ground. The pariſh ſup- 
plies itſelf with proviſions; and can fell 200 bolls of 
victual, and about 200 black cattle at an average. 
They ſow peaſe here in the beginning of March; 
| oats about the middle; and bear from the 2oth of 


April to the 20th of May: They reap bear in Auguſt and 


beginning of September, and oats and peaſe almoſt all in 
September. There are 500 or 600 acres, beſides hill ground 
common, all of little value, fit only for ſheep paſture. 
About 5 miles ſquare are planted with trees. The land 
rent of the pariſh may be L. 700. The beſt arable land is 
I boll; beſt paſture 5s. 6d. the acre; inferior 3 firlots a- 
Table; and 38. 6d. paſture the acre. The farm of Dun- 
robin is 400 acres; Uppat 150; Craigtown 110; Kirk- 
town, Abermoſs, and Morvick, about 50 acres each. i wo 
farms, of 25 acres each, and 1, including arable and paſture 
grounds, 


| 
If 
|; 
| 
# 
| 
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grounds, 55. No other farms in the pariſh exceed 1 bb. 


cres, and few are ſo extenſive. Moſt of the largeſt farms are 
incloſed; the ſmaller ones are not. The people, in gene- 
ral, are convinced of the advantage of incloſures. In 1782 
and 1783, they paid their rents nearly in victual, and had 
ſeed for their land. Tradeſmen and others, whom the 
farmers could not ſupply, got foreign victual that came to 
the country in ſpring and ſummer 1753 Iz and all were well | 
ſupplied. 


e and Poor —The 1 . the lite. 


about L. 76. The patronage is veſted in the Counteſs of Su- 
therland and Earl Gower. There are 100 on the poors liſt; 
and many objects of charity in the pariſh beſides. The 
annual collections are L. 6 at an average; beſides, there are 
L. 53 Sterling of a fund, being a preſent from the family 
of Sutherland, to the poor, which produces annually L. 2, 
zs. Fines, for delinquencies, may amount, at an ave- 
rage, to L.3:6:8; out of all which, the ſeſſion- clerk, | 
catechiſt, and kirk-officer get about L. 4 Sterling. 


Price of Proviſions and . and mutton 25 d. 
the pound in their ſeaſon, and 3 d. at leaſt in ſpring; geeſe 
18. 6 d.; ducks 6 d.; chickens 4 d.; pork 24 d.; butter 125, 


21 pounds Engliſh ; cheeſe 4 d. and of better quality 5 d. 
and 6 d.; barley 12 8. 6 d.; oats 95. 6 d. All theſe kinds of 
proviſions could be bought 20 years ago at half the preſent 


prices. Some labourers get 8 d. and g d.; but maſt 6d. in 
ſummer, and 5 d. in winter: Carpenters and maſons 
1 8. 6 d.; tailors 1s. A common labourer, when married, 


gets 4 bolls bear-meal, at 10 ſtone weight, and 2 bolls oat- 
meal at 84 ſtone weight, land for potatoes and kail-gar- 
den, and about I. 2, 10 8. in money: which, with fome 


ſmall 


4 Golſpy. ph Oo 
fall earnings of his wife in ſpinning, or c farm work, of 
| partly both, maintain their family pretty well. The 
wages of a male ſervant, including perquiſites, are - 


qual to L. 3 Sterling, and of female ſervants about L. I, 10 5. 5 j; 
a-year. ; 


M. 7— Oh fer vation. There was a ſkirmiſh on 
the plain between Golſpy and the Little Ferry, in the year 


1746, between a party of the rebels and the militia of the 75 
country, where the rebels were worſted, and ſeveral men 


of rank taken priſoners.—No remarkable wreck has hap- 
pened.— The mountain of Binbhragie may be about 3 quar- 
ters of a mile high. There is plenty of moorſtone, freeſtone, 


grey late, all uſed in building houſes and fences.—Some 
are quarried, and a great many are got on the ſurface. —In _ 


others adjacent; and in November 1781, it overflowed 
the ſame twice in the courſe of 10 days. — The number of 


ploughs in the parith is go, and all of the common kind, 
except thoſe at Dunrobin ; the carts are 24. There is 1 


two-wheeled carriage.—There is 1 village along the ſhore 


of Golſpy.— There are the remains of an old caſtle, ſuppoſed 
to be Pictiſh, 3-4ths of a mile due weſt from the houſe of 
Dunrobin ; ſome cells entire.— The fize of the people is 


from 5 feet 5 inches, to 5 feet 9. The greateſt height 


which any have attained is 6 feet. —The inhabitants are 
economical, humane, contented, and not fond of a ſeafaring 
life.— There are 3 boats conſtantly uſed in fiſhing, ſome- 
times for freighting. None have entered the Navy, except 
thoſe that were preſſed, or given up as the complement 
due from each boat's crew. Property is not changing, 


except the ſmall eſtate of Uppat, twice fold of late years, 


1o as to yield about 4 per cent. intereſt. —The condition of 
the inhabitants would be ameliorated, by ſtabliſkin g manu- 
factures 


32 Stat Mica: Account 


factures i in the country, which is the principal thing wank: 
ed.—The Gaelic language principally is ſpoken here. 
Names of places are derived from it, —Peat and turf are 
uſed as fuel, and brought from the neighbouring hills, at 

z miles diſtance, at 2d. the back load of the ſmall country 
horſes, and 3d. in winter and ſpring —The dreſs of the 1 In- 


habitants 1 15 much n 
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NUMBER IV. 


UNITED PARISHES or LOGIE an PERT, | 


(County of FORFAR, SYNOD OF ANGUS AND MEARNS, 


PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN,) 


y the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER PETER, 


Name, Situation, Soil, Air, c. 


II ſeems probable, that the pariſh of Logie, or Logie- 

. Montroſe, as it was formerly called, was annexed to 
the pariſh of Pert perhaps about the year 1610 or 1615. 
Logie, which is a very common name through Scotland, 1s 
ſaid to be of Gaelic extraction, and to ſignify a flat or 
low ſituation,” which particularly correſponds to that of 


the Old Church of Logie, which is ſituated in a hollow or 
low ground, by the fide of the Northeſk river. Pert 


is of uncertain origin, The Old Church of Pert is like- 
wiſe fituated on the banks of the Northeſk, very near the 
Old North Water Bridge, and about 3 miles up the river 


ne E from 
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from Logie. The United Pariſh is bathing of an idk 
or rather elliptical form, though by no means regular ; its 
_ greateſt length from E. to W. is more than 4 Engliſh miles, 
and its greateſt breadth from S. to N . about 3 miles. The 
lower part of it lies along the banks of the river North- 
eſk, which, by a beautiful curve, divides it towards the 
north and eaſt, from the pariſhes of Mai ykirk and St Cy- 
rus. The upper part 1s pretty high, generally bending 
with a gentle declivity to the river, though good part of it 
like wile has a ſouthern expoſure.— The ſoil, chiefly in the 
lower parts, is a deep clay, yielding, even in an uncultiva- 
ted ſtate, plenty of natural graſs, That, in the higher 
grounds is partly a light loam, and partly of a black moor- 
iſh catt, with a clay bottom, ſpontaneouſly producing in its 
natural ſtate, or when left uncultivated, a thort heath, in er- 
mixed with furze and broom.— The air 1s in general ſharp 
and falubrious, chough no and then rains and fogs from the 
ſea, perhaps, in ſo ne meaſure, contribute to render it un- 
wholeſome. The molt prevalent diſtempers are fevers, which 
| ſometimes prove highly infectious and epidemical. This 
was particularly the caſe in 1987-8, when, in little more 
than the ſpice of a twelvemonth, about 30 individuals 
died of a malignant fever, which generally produced a de- 
lirium about the 4th or 5th day, and cut them off in lefs 
than a week after. Perhaps an officions, though ill judged 
attention, ſhown by the people in viſiting their fick neigh- 
bours, tended to ſpread the contagion, which might be ag- 
gravated by the want of a due regard to cleanlineſs, and to 
the admiſſion of freſh air. It was remarked, that though 
ſeveral young perſons who were ſeized with that fever re- 
covered. no one advanced in life, or even above the age of 
30, experienced a recovery. The other diſeaſes moſt com- 
mon are, gravel, rheumatiſm, and conſumptions. The 
ſmall-pox alſo at times make conſiderable ravages, and, no 
doubt, 
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_ douht, prove the more fatal, as th: common people fill 


raged here in 1643. 


5 Springs, Rivers, &c.—There are ſeveral ſprings, though 
not of very: great celebrity z one of them is a ſtrong mine- 


ral, which is ſaid to be ſerviceable in itumach diſorders. 


There is a ſpring well in the old church-yard of Logie, 


which was formerly much re orted to by people who had 


ſores There is a very copious ſpring in Martin's Den, 


that would fill a bore of 4 inches diameter, nourithing great 
abundance of water, with creſſes in its ſtream. And there 


is in a field, near the ſpot where the old manſe ot Pert 
ſtood. a plentiful ſpring of excellent water, likewiſe feeding 
a great quantity of witcr-creſſcs. Both this, and the lpring 
in Martin's Den, are ſuppoſed to be anti- ſcorbutic. There 


is no lake, nor any river, except the Northeſk already men- 
tioned, commonly called the North Water, dividing the 
counties of Angus and Mearns. This river furniſhes a ti- 
tle to the noble family of Northeſk, who formerly poſſeſ- 
ſed a large track of land in the pariih of Pert, and neigh- 
bourhood, on both fides of the river, now in the poſſeſſion of 
the Earl of Kintore and others. Roſe Hill, which gives 
title to the eldeſt ſon of the Earl of Northeſk, is an emi- 


nence on the road fide, near the gate of Ingliſmaldie, (a 


ſeat belonging to Lord Halkerton, now Earl of Kintore,) 


and a little to the northward of the North Water Bridge; 
whereas the Southeſk, which runs paſt the town vi brechin, 
gave title to the Earl of Southeſk, who was attaiated in 
wo Ego „ 


Tne North Water produces excellent trout and ſalmon; 


the latter, ſome years in conſiderable quantities. In that 


Part of it which bounds th pariſh of Lose Pert are cufαœôDt, 
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of fiſhing hers) und of 120 ſtone, dbuglt ſome ſeaforn 
often not half that quantity. The fſalmon-fiſhing in this 
part of the river has for ſome time paſt, been much hurt 
by a dam-dike belonging to a proprietor of the fiſhing be- 
|  Jow, the height of which prevents the ſalmon from getting 
up the ſtream. To remedy this evil, recourſe has lately 
been had to a proceſs at law. The ſalmon here are chiefly 
caught with the net, though angling both for trout and fal- 


mon is likewiſe frequently praiſed. The ſalmon are ree- 


koned in greateſt perfection during the months of February, 
March, and April. They are commonly ſent for fale to 

the Boil-houſe at Montroſe, where, at an average, they 
bring about 58. the ſtone; from thence they are exported 


to the London market. When ſold on the ſpot, towards 


the beginning of = g. they frequently”) fetch * d. 
+ rd 


Minerals, &c.—There are here ſeveral freeſtone quar- 
ries, the rock rather ſoft, and at no great depth from the 
| ſurface. What ſtones they have hitherto produced, have 
been uſed by the proprietors for their own private purpo- 


ſes. But what particularly deſerves notice, is the lime work, 
which for ſome years has been carrying on, and 1s ſtill car- 


rying on to greater and greater extent in the diſtrict of Pert. 
Limeſtone was firſt diſcovered here about the year 1780. 
For ſome time it was wrought in the uſual way, but of late 
an attempt has been made by the principal proprietor, and 


with no inconſiderable ſucceſs, to work it by mining, in 


the ſame manner as coal is wrought in the ſouthern parts 
of Scotland; and a ſubterraneous drain, intended to be a- 


bout 15 fathoms deep, and 400 yards in length, is now be- 
gun to be cut for clearing off the water from the quarries. 
The main ſtratum, or vein of limeſtone, extends from the 


Northeſk nearly in a 8. W. direction, through the whole 


pariſh, 
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pariſh of Pert, and enters the pariſh of Strickathrow, where 
it is likewiſe wrought to ſome extent. There are ſeveral 
veins, under one another, at different depths from the 
ſurface. One principal vein is at the depth of about 6 
feet, and nearly 12 feet thick. To uſe the ſtyle of the : 


| workmen, it is covered with a ſtrong ſcourdy ſtone, mixed 


with lime, and the pavement or bed 1s a thick body of red- 

diſh freeſtone, in which are ſeveral thin ſeams of limeſtone. 
The vein now mining, which is ſuppoſed to be rather of 
ſuperior quality to the reſt, is at the depth of more than 460 

feet. The ſeveral quarries are ſaid to have produced this 


year, upwards of 16,000 bolls of ſhells ; each boll of ſhells 


yielding about 3 bolls of lime of exceeding fine powder. 
The lime is reckoned remarkably good, and is very fit ei- 


ther for building or manure. It is ſold by wheat meaſure 
at 18. 9 d. per boll ready money, and 18s. 10 d. credit. 


There are a good many hands employed in this work, eſpe- 
cially in ſpring and ſummer, perhaps from 20 to 30 or up- 
wards. Good hands are allowed 18. 2 d. a-day, and 
when engaged by the quantity, at the rate of 6 d. the boll. 
About L. 2 being allowed for powder for 1600 or 1700 
bolls. The limeſtone is burned with what is called Coom 
Coals, (the fame the blackſmiths uſe,) brought from Inver- 
keithing and other parts of the frith of Forth to the port 


of Montroſe, and from thence carried in carts to the lime- 


work. This coal is generally purchaſed on the ſpot, at 
38. 6d. the boll, the freight to Montroſe, excluſive of cu- 


ſtom dues, is about 18. 5 d; the cartage from Montroſe to 


the quarries, (about 7 miles diſtance,) 25. the boll or 72 
ſtone. In conſequence of the above advantage of lime, 
improvements are faſt advancing in this neighbourhood, and 
the value of land is every year riſing. One proprietor is 
faid to have let ſome of his farms at quadruple rent, after 
having fallowed, limed, drained, and incloſed the ground. 
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a The duty on coal. for burning lime into manure, falls very 

heavy, and the taking it off, would not only operate as an 
encouragement to the farmer, but might tend much to 
the improvement of ms country in general. 


1 00 Birds, At | Aline of this wild kind are 


_ ehiefly hares, foxes, weaſels, and polecats. The birds are, 

Crows of different kinds, eſpecially the rook, the raven, 
and the cariou crow; partridges, black birds, herons, 

_ thruſhes, ſky and wood-larks; magpies, robins, wrens, 


linnets, goldfinches, bulfinches, wood-pigeons, hawks of 


different ſpecies. Gulls are found to flock hither before a 
ſtorm from the ſea, and we have prodigious flocks of ſpar- 
rows, which are peculiarly deſtructi ve to early grain. 
There is likewiſe found here in gardens, about the fruit 
ſeaſon, a bird called by ſome the ooſal, ſaid to be but a re- 
cent viſitor in this part of the country, pretty much reſem- 
bling the blackbird, only of a lighter dun colour. It devours 
ſmall fruit very voraciouſly. We have three ſpecies of 
the ſwallow. Our migratory birds are the cuckoo 'and 


ſwallow, which laſt makes its appearance in May, and diſ- 


appears about the end of October. The moor of Pert fur- 
niſhes the lapwing, appearing in March, and diſappearing 


about the end of harveit. In that moor alto are plovers, 


wild ducks of different ſpecies, ſnipes, and wild geeſe, 
which, though they do nor neſt here, lodge in the' moor, 
ſometimes in hundreds during the night. The pariſh alſo 
breeds a canlderable number of black cattle of a middling 


hze. 


Population. — According to the return made to Dr Web- 


fter, the numbers were then 696. There can be no do- 


cument found for aſcertaining with precifion the ſtate of the 
population here at a very early period. It appears trom the 
ſeilion 
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ſeſſion regiſter, that between the years 1720 and 15 30, the 


number ot births each year, at an average, was from 20 to 
24 the number af marriages from 4 to 7, and the number 
of deaths irom 12 to 16; from which it ſhould ſeem, that 
the population then was nearly as great as at preſent. 


There are two circumſtances which have tended much to 


di ninich the population here, as well as in ſeveral places 


of this neighbourhood, the monopoly of farms, and the dif- 


ferent mode of farming which has of late years been adopt- 
ed. There are in this pariſh ſundry inſtances of two or 


more farms having been joined into one, which muſt occca- 


ſion a diminution of tenants; and as ſeveral of the farmers 
now make uſe of hired ſervants in place of cottagers, and 
plough with one man and two horſes, in place of two men 
and four horſes formerly uſed; this, likewiſe, though no 


doubt a more economical ſcheme, is leſs favourable to po- 


pulation, and tends to the decreaſe of numbers. Owing to 
theſe cauſes, the numer of individuals would be reduced 
below what it formerly was, were 1t not for two other cau- 
ſes, proving more than an overbalance, the limeworks al- 
ready mentioned, and ſome bleachfields, Wc. in the diſtrict 
of Logie, which afford employment to a conſiderable num- 
ber of hands. The amount of the population in the month 
of February this year (1791) was about 999 individuals, 
of whom 469 were males, 530 females. None reſide in 


| towns, one family excepted, who generally reſide for ſome 


months during the winter ſeaton in Montroſe. There is 
likewiſe a lady with her maid-ſervant, not included in the 
above amount, who reſide during the ſummer in the old 


| manſe of Logie. There are only two places in the pariſh, 


which, with aay ſort of propriety, can be called villages, 
v22, North Water Bridge, and Mains of Craigo, the one 
containing only about 70 individuals, and the other about 
60. The annual average of births for 7 years laſt paſt, 

| | has 


9 


40 e | Statiflical Account 


has been nearly 24; of deaths between 11 and 12; of 
Marriages more than 5. Of the 999, there were under 
the age of 10, = _ Eo ts 
%%% EE OM 202 
From 20 to 50, 35% Fe es ge 377 

| From 50 to 70, - TI Ss 
From 70 to 100, = 25 Wah 25 
Of theſe about 6 or 7 are 8. and 3 none of them, 
| however, have arrived at 90.— The number of farmers ha- 
ving families, and who earn a livelihood by farming, is a- 
bout 36. Of theſe about 5 or 6 pay from L. 100 to L. 200 
Sterling of yearly rent; the ſecond claſs from L. 20 to L. 50 
or more; and the third claſs from L. 5 or L. 6 to L. 20. 
Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral who occupy ſmall tacks, 
which they hold chiefly of landed proprietors ; but which, 
being inſufficient for their ſubſiſtence, they have recourſe 
at times to hiring for manual labour, or exerciſe ſome trade, 
ſuch as weaving, Sc. In this pariſh, beſides the bleachers 
and millers afterwards to be mentioned, and thoſe employ- 
ed under them, there are 5 ſmiths, 2 coopers, 9 wrights, 4 
| maſons, 10 weavers, 7 tailors, 4 ſhoemakers, 1 butcher, 1 
dyer, 4 merchants or ſhopkeepers, 2 flax-dreflers, and about 
20 apprentices and journey men in whole under theſe. A few 
hands are occaſionally employed in ſalmon-fiſhing, one fer- 
ryman at the boat of Craigo, ſeveral miners employed at the 
limeworks, a few houſehold ſervants, above 80 labouring ſer- 
vants, male and female, and 2 ſtudents. More than one third 
is ſuppoſed . have been born in other pariſhes or diſtricts of 
Scotland. There is no nobility reſident in the pariſh ; of gen- 
tlemen he: itors 2 reſide, 3 are non-refident. There is one 
ſurgeon, who wa in the n vy.— All our people are of the 
| Eſtabliſhed Church, except 2 or 3 Seceders, 8 or 10 Epil- 
copalians, and about half a dozen cf perſons, who call them- 
ſelves Bereans; no Roman Catholics, —The annual births 
| 3 Ne 
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_ are to the whole population, nearly in the proportion of x to = 
42. Suppoſing both parties pariſhioners, the proportion be- 
_ tween the annual marriages and the whole population would 


be nearly as I to 99; but as it frequently happens, that ſome 


one of the parties married belongs to a different pariſh, 


this muſt vary the proportion accordingly, and make it 


conſiderably leſs. The annual deaths to the whole popu- 
lation, may be, on an average, as 1 to 86 or 90. The num- 


ber of married men having houſes is about 160; the num 
ber of bachelors having ditto, 14, and widowers having 


ditto, 10. Each marriage, at an average, produces between 


4 and 5 children. None were ever known here to have died 
for want. The people in general being ſober and indu- 
ftrious, ſuch crimes as murder and robbery are unknown. 
One or two ſome years ago emigrated to America, though 
from no neceſſity, or want of good employment at home. 

None have been baniſhed from the pariſh as far back as can 
be remembered. A few cottages haye been ſuffered to fall, 
but others in general have been built in lieu of them. 
The number of inhabited houſes is about 224, and the 
number of perſons at an average to euch n houſe, | 
15 between 4 and 5· 


N &c.——The following are the principal : 


Two maſter bleachers reſiding with their families, one at 


the bleachfield of Logie, the other at the bleachfield of 


Craigo. At Logie bleachfield, belonging to a company in 


Montroſe, who have the field in tack from the proprietor 
of Craigo, there is a complete apparatus for bleaching of 
thread, and the quantity bleached here annually is from 
60,000 to 10,000 ſpindles, which is almoſt wholly diſpoſed 


of at the London market. This work, which was ſet a-go- 


ing about 3o years ſince, but which has of late been on the 


increaſe, affords employment each ſeaſon to about 40 hands, 


Yor. IX, F men, 
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men. women, and boys. Finding their own victuals, they 
receive of wages from 3s. to 5 s. a-week, according to 
their age and expertneſs at the buſineſs, —Craigo bleachfield, 
which is likewiſe rented from the proprietor of Craigo by 
a gentleman in Montroſe, 1s at preſent ſubſet to z bleacher. 
It was formerly uſed for bleaching of thread, but is now 
chiefly employed for whitening cloth. It affords work du- 
ring the proper ſeaſon to 6 or 7 hands, at about 8d. a- 
day. Boch fields lie on the banks of the Northeſk, within 
half a mile of one another. The rent is extremely mode- 
rate, only a good deal has been laid out on proper houſes, 
machinery, &c. At the mill of Craigo, befides the mill for 
grinding meal, there is a mill for cleaning yarn for the 
duck manufacture, and brown ſheeting; it likewiſe con- 
' tains an apparatus for beating coarſe thread, and furniſhes 
pretiy conitaht work for 3 hands, each of whom may earn 
at the rate of 10d. a day Here alſo is a flax mill, employ- 
ed in breaking and ſcutching flax, after a much improved 
method, at the rate of at leaſt 1500 ftones avoirdupoiſe 
_ yearly, This mill gives conſtant employment to about 8 
| hands, each earning from 75s. 6d. to 9 s. a-week. The 
flax wrought here is all for home conſumption. Near the 
above is a waukmill and dychouſe. At the mill of Logie, 
beſides a meal and barley mill, there is hard by the river 
fide a ſnuff mill, held in feu from Craigo by a merchaat in 
Montroſe. Beiween zo and 40 years ago, when this mill | 
was firſt erected, and when importation of tobacco was al- 
lowed at the port of Montroſe, there were annually manu- 
factured here, and fold at about 1 8. the Ib. for exportation, 
near 30, oo lb. ſnuff. Since the importation of tobacco at 
Montroſe was prohibited, this manufacture has conſiderably 
declined. Tobacco for this mill is now conveyed coaſt- 
wiſe by the Canal from Glaſgow. There is now only one 
| perſon employed here, and about 53000 lb. of ſnuff annual- 
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7 ly manufactured and ſold for home San d- at the 
to kate 0: 28. 4 d. the pound. There is likewiſe here a mill, 
Id, with 10 beaters for beating thread. In the united pariſh 
by are 3 meal mills, employing a miller, beſides aſſiſtants. 
er. The whole pariſh of Pert 1s under thirlage to the mill of 
OW Pert, ſome paying z, and others * multure, beſides 
lu- : knaveſhip, Fc. The whole land of Craigo is under thir- 
a- lage to the mill of Craigo at , beſides knaveſhip, c. 
uin There is no thirlage at the mill of Logie. his thirlage, 
de- | which is a ſort of old feudal tenure, by which tenants and | 
es, | others are bound at a certain fixed rate, to have their corns 
for ground at certain mills, is generally confidered as a grie- 
the vance, and i is at ſome mills a prelude to very indillerent 
on- — | | 

nes | 

urn Agriculture, &c. Some n on the eſt ite of 


Craigo are found to produce a conſiderable variety of moſs, | 
no fewer than 14 or 15 different ſpecies, ſome of which 
have been tranſmitted for the inſpection of the Royal So- 
ciety at London. Some of the old woods are Scots tir, others 

a mixture of hard wood, ſuch as aſh, elm, oak, birch, &c. 
| The young plantations on the different eſtates in the pariſh 

conſiſt partly of Scots fir, and partly of larix, ſpruce, 
plane, elm, beech, aſh, birch, in ſhort, an inter mixture 

of all kinds, commonly raiſed in nurſeries.— About 450 
acres have been planted here within theſe 10 or 15 years 

paſt; and of theſe about 270 acres were incloſed, and 

nearly planted out the 2 laſt years. — According to the 
beſt computation, there are from 180 to 190 horſes. 
in the pariſh, young and old; about 740 black cattle, 

_ excluſive of calves, about 200 of which are annually brought 
up. There was formerly a great number of ſheep in this 
pariſh ; but fince the incloſing of fields and ſowing of arti- 

ficial graſs took. Place, the breeding of aeg has in a great 
meaſure 
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- meaſure been given up ; ſo that there is ſcarcely now loo 


ſheep in the whole pariſh, and theſe are chiefly kept for 


the uſe of the table. The pariſh can afford itſelf a very 


tolerable ſupply of various kinds of proviſions, It does not 
export any conſiderable quantity; but finds in general a rea- 


dy market for grain of different kinds at Brechin and Mon- 
troſe, where it is bought partly for the ufe of the inha- 
bitants, and partly by commiſſion for exportation to other 
places. Both at Brechin and Montroſe, but eſpecially the 
latter, a good deal of bear and barley 1s ſold for malting. 


Till of late years very little ground was ſown in artificial 
graſſes. It is ſaid the firſt ever known in the pariſh was a- 
bout the year 1946 or 1747, when a perfon in the pariſh 
of Pert having ſown a ridge with clover, got a public pro- 


5 clamation made for people to keep off their ſheep and cat- 
tle from it, which brought many to fee it as a matter of 


curioſity. Oats are generally fown about the end of 


March, and begin to be reaped about the iſt of September, 


and ſometimes later. Barley is fown about the middle of 
April, bear later; and both are commonly reaped rather 


ceuarlier than oats. Peaſe are ſown and reaped much about 


the ſame time with oats. Wheat is ſown here in Septem- 
ber and October, and reaped about the ſame time with 
barley. The ripening of the different corn crops is rather 


retarded by the liming now ſo much in uſe. Flax is ſown 


about the end of March, and reaped the 1ſt of Au- 


_ guſt. Turnips are ſown about the middle of June; graſs 
* ſeeds according to the different crops with which they are 
| ſown out; and hay is uſually cut in July. The groſs a- 
mount of the pariſh in Scots acres, with the different ways 
in which theſe at an average are employed, are as follow: 


Groſs 


''Þ Logie and Pert. 5; 


Groſs amount, excluſive of PRE WF" gs, (that 3 is, > Satin E 


. and their — roads, * &c. 3860 acres. 


| Annually employed i in Tank e a 740 
© — —— in barley and common bear, 420 
———— in peaſe, — 33 81 
4 1 wheat, — - 9 
„J in le. 888 +40: 
— in fall, turnips and potatoes, 169 
. — 270 
— n paſture, including waſtes, - 890 
TRE — in moor uncultivatel, 350 
3860 


The valued rome is L. 3816: 9 : 4 Scots. The real rent, 


including the value of what the ſeveral proprietors hold in 


their own poſſeſſion, ſurplus rents, rents of mills, bleach- 


fields, &c. lime works not included, may be from L. 1800 


to L. 1900 Sterling. The. number of ploughs is about 55; 


of carts 64. Several of the ploughs are of the old Scotch 


kind, others of a lighter conſtruction. The beſt arable 


land in the pariſh lets at about a guinea an acre ; that of an 


inferior quality at about 108. or 158. The number of 
farms is rather diminiſhing, owing to junction or monopo- 
ly. Moſt of the pariſh of Pert, and a good part of Logie, 
is incloſed, partly with hawthorn, and partly with furze 


| hedges on ſunk fences. No doubt hedges are a great bene- 


fit in point of ſhelter, as well as ornament. They are 
only found inconvenient in a wet harveſt and low ſituation. 
The hawthorn likewiſe harbours prodigious flocks of ſpar- 
rows, which devour confiderable quantities of grain. Per- 
haps ſtone fences, built pretty high, might in ſome reſpects 
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be preferable, as ſheep could be more commodiouſly kept 


within theſe ; and ſurely it is a circumſtance much to be 


' withed, that the breed of ſheep were more encouraged here 
than it now is. Many of the people in the parith have 

ſtill an unreaſonable averſion to incloling, notwithitanding 
its N obvious advantages. 


3 e and Diſadvantages.—It is an ad vantage, that 
the centre of the united pariſhes, lying at nearly an equal 


diſtance from the market towns of Montroſe and Brechin, 
about 4 or 5 meaſured miles from either, there is found 


a ready ſale for grain poultry, butter, cheeſe, eggs, &c. 


But then there is a diſadvantage reſulting to thoſe of the 
pariſh who have ſach articles to buy; becauſe on acccunt of 
the demand at theſe towns, enhanced of late by a number 


of monied men, who have ſettled in theſe places and neigh- | 


| bourhood, there is no article of proviſion can be purchaſed 


within the pariſh, but at a very dear rate, and even higher 


than in the above market towns. There is likewiſe a tem- 


porary diſadvantage, which thoſe eſpecially of the poorer elaſs 


are beginning to feel: The coal has here, for a conſidera- 
ble time, been the principal article of fuel, yet the common 


people have in a good meaſure likewiſe depended partly on 
furze and broom, and partly on turf and peat. The furze and 


| broom begin to fail, as moſt of the waſtes, from whence 


theſe were procured, are either incloſing or converting 
into corn ground. The article of turf becomes {till ſcarcer, 
as the moors from which that was got, are now for the 
moſt part incloſed and planted, and the low country moſſes 
which furniſhed peat, become every day more and more 
exhauſted, ſo that in a few years a total failure of them 
may be apprehended; and as to peats from the hills, the 
diſtance from hence, which is 10 or 12 miles, part of it 


very ſteep and diſagreeable road, renders it extremely diffi- 
= 
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. as well « as expenſive, to procure them ; ſo that the pa- 
riſhioners here, in a ſhort time, will be chiefly confined to 
two articles, wood and coals. Burn-wood at preſent is 


by no means plentiful; and though there be a good many | 
riſing plantations in the pariſh, yet theſe moſtly conſiſt of 


hard wood; and, at any rate, ſeveral years muſt elaple be- 


fore they can prove ſerviceable in the way of fuel. On chis 


account, there will be at leaſt a temporary neceſſity of u- 
fing a greater quantity of coal, which will fall very heavy 


on the poorer ſort, by reaſon of the additional tax on that 5 


article, all to the north of the Red Head, a promontory 


near Arbroath. It is hoped the Leg iſlature will be in- 


| duced to aboliſh this very partial and unreaſonable tax. 


Under this article it may be p oper to remark, that the 5 


bleachſields. lime quarries, &c. in the pa iſh are a very con- 
ſiderable local advantage, as they furniſh employment. elpe- 
cially during the ſpring and ſummer ſeaſous, to near 80 in- 


di viduals; be ſides, the ſ naller tenants, and others who have 


| horſes, earn no inconſiderable profit, by cartin 3 coals to 
the lime-works f om Montrole. 


Stipend, School, Poor. The value of the livin g, including. 
the glebe, is one year with anuther about L. 80 Sterling. 


The patrons are the Crown, and the New College of St 
Andrew's per vices. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, including 
ſchool- fees, and other perquiſites, is better than L. 20 Ster- 


ling a year, beſides a free houſe and garden. He has in 
the winter ſeaſen from 40 to 50 ſcholars, and in ſuminer 
from 30 to 40. His terms for Latin and arithmetic are 
23. 6d. the quarter; writing 28.; reading Engliſh 1s. 6 d. 


The number of poor in the pariſh at preſent receiving alms, 


15 about 25. The annual amount for their relief, may be, 
one year with another, about L. 40 Sterling. 


Prices of Proviſions, Labour, &c,—All kinds of butcher 
meat {ell nearly at 4 d. the lb. except pork, which is about 
3z d. 
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32d. 3 eggs, 1 the dozen ; j wk, "Sa 18. 8 d. to 28. 
the pair, according to the ſeaſon ; chickens, 5 d. the pair; 


5 ducks, 1s. 4 d. ditto; butter, at an average through the 


year, may be reckoned at 83 d. the Ib.; whereas, about 30 


or 40 years ago, beef or Wh could have been bought 
here at 13 d. the Ib.; a pair of good chickens, at 2 d. a do- 
zen; eggs, at Id. ; butter, at 4 d. the Ib. and other articles 
in proportion. The wages of an ordinary labourer are about 


8 d. a. day in winter, and 10 d. in ſummer, finding his own 


proviſions; of a maſon, about 1 s. 8d. ; of a wright, about 
1s. 4 d.; ofa tailor, 18. if he finds his own victuals, and 
s Gd. if victuals are afforded him. The maſons and wrights 
moſt frequently work by the piece.—Coal, Scotch and 
Engliſh, is the chief article of fuel here, though peat, turf, 

| furze, broom, and wood, are likewiſe occaſionally uſed. 
The Scotch coal is at preſent about 8 s. the boll at the 


port of Montroſe, the boll weighing 70 ſtone, cartage from 


| thence about 18. 6 d. or 28. the boll, according to the di- 


ſtance. The Engliſh coal, which is likewiſe much uſed, is 
about «x s. 6 d. the barrel, ſix barrels being ſuppoſed rather 


better than a boll of Scotch. Peat from the moſſes in Fet- 


tercairn pariſh, about 6 miles diſtant, is bought on the ſpot 
out of ſtacks at 1 s. the foot, the cartage about I s. 6 d. the 


cart load. The cart load of broom or furze, coſts from 1 s. 


to 1 s. 6 d.; turf can ſcarcely be got at any price; dead 


wood is fold here at about half value. With regard to the 


expence of a common labourer when married, if he have a 


family conſiſting of three or four children, it cannot be leſs 


than L. 12 or L. 13 Sterling a-year ; yet if he and his 


| wife be frugal and induſtrious, they may make a ſhift to 


earn a tolerable livelihood, eſpecially, if they have a kail 
yard, and maintenance for a cow, as 1s pretty generally the 


caſe here. The man may gain at the rate of 8d. org d. a 
day, the wife, by ſpinning, may earn 8 d. or 18. a- week, 


3 even 


a | 


FAY 4 


Pe * "i 


> 8. 


les 
ut 


ut. 


its 


of Zogie and Pert. — 4 


even when occaſionally engaged in nurſing; and the children = 


when ) or 8 years of age, begin to be hired out as h: rds. 
Though the food of the labourer be but coarſe, yet he has 
pleaty of meal, potatoes, and milk, and his bed is generally 
good. Pottage, broſe, and flummery, are the peaſants three 
ordinary meals. The wages of men ſervants in huſbandry 
throughout this pariſh and neighbourhood, are from L 6 to 
L.) Sterling a-year, and they are commonly engaged half 
yearly. The wages of women ſervants, who are likewife 
engaged by the half year, are about L. 3 a- year, together 


with what is called bounties, confifting uſually of an apron 


and a yard of coarſe linen, value in all about 3s. The har- 
veſt wages of men reapers are, now for good hands about 


1. I, 55. and women ditto about 16s. 8 d. beſides victuals. 


When engaged by the day, men get about I's. women, 


8 d. and their victuals. 


Starure, 8 Dreſs, &c. -The people are ordinari- 
ly of a middling ſtature, the men being from 5 feet 5 inch- 
es high, to 5 feet 10, and the women from 5 feet 2 or 3 
inches, to 5 feet 7, though there are ſeveral of the men 6 
feet, and of the women 5 feet 9g or 10. There are inftan- 
ces of ſome individuals having reached the height of 6 feet 


3 or 4 inches. — The people in general are diſpoſed to indu- 


ſtry, and ſeem fond of agriculture. There are no manu- 
factures carried on in the pariſh, excepting the lmeworks, 


bleaching, &c. already mentioned, only the women find 


excellent employment in ſpianing factory yarn, given out 
by the ſhopkeepers in the pariſh, for which at preſent 
they get at the rate of 1 8. and even 15 d. the ſpindle. The 
people do not ſeem to poſſeſs any fondneſs either for a ſea- 
faring or military life; the former, however, they look 
upon to be rather more reputable than the latter, which, 
on account of its ſuppoſed connexion with profligacy and 

Vor. IX. G __ zrrehigion, 
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0 * ; £885, 44. the dozen ; ; 9 a Is. 89. o 2 8. 
the pair, according to the ſeaſon ; chickens, 4 d. the pair; 


ducks, 1s. 4 d. ditto; butter, at an average through the 


Fear, may be reckoned at 83 d. the lb. ; whereas, about 30 


| or 40 years ago, beef or mutton could have been bought 
here at 13 d. the Ib.; a pair of good chickens, at 2 d. a do- 


en; eggs, at I d.; butter, at 4 d. the Ib. and other articles 
in proportion. The wages of an ordinary labourer are about 
8 d. a- day in winter, and 10 d. in ſummer, finding his own 

proviſions; of a maſon, about 1 8. 8 d.; of a wright, about 


1s. 4 d.; of a tailor, 15. if he finds his own victuals, and 


6 d. if victuals are afforded him. The maſons and wrights 
moſt frequently work by the piece. — Coal, Scotch and 
Engliſh, is the chief article of fuel here, though peat, turf, 
| furze, broom; and wood, are likewiſe occaſionally uſed. 
The Scotch coal is at preſent about 8 s. the boll at the 


port of Montroſe, the boll weighing 70 ſtone, cartage from 


thence about 1 8. 6 d. or 2 8. the boll, according to the di- 
ſtance. The Engliſh coal, which is likewiſe much uſed, is 


about 18. 6 d. the barrel, fix barrels being ſuppoſed rather 
better than a boll of Scotch. Peat from the mofles in Fet- 


tercairn pariſh, about 6 miles diſtant, is bought on the ſpot 


out of ſtacks at 1 8. the foot, the cartage about 1 8. 6 d. the 


cart load. The cart load of broom or furze, coſts from 1s. 
to 15s. 6d.; turf can ſcarcely be got at any price; dead 


| wood is ſold here at about half value. With regard to the 


expence of a common labourer when married, if he have a 
family conſiſting of three or four children, it cannot be leſs 


than L. 12 or L. 13 Sterling a-year ; yet if he and his 


wife be frugal and induſtrious, they may make a {ſhift to 
earn a tolerable livelihood, eſpecially, if they have a kail 
yard, and maintenance for a cow, as is pretty generally the 


caſe here. The man may gain at the rate of 8d. org d. a 
day, the wite, by ſpinning, may earn 8 d. or 15. a-week, 
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even when occafionally engaged in nurſing; and the children, 


when 7 or 8 years of age, begin to be hired out as h- ds. 
Though the food of the labourer be but coarſe, yet he has 
pleaty of meal, potatoes, and milk, and his bed is generally 
good. Pottage, broſe, and flummery, are the peaſants three 
ordinary meals. The wages of men ſervants in huſbandry | 
throughout this pariſh and neighbourhood, are from L 6 to 
L. 7 Sterling a-year, and they are commonly engaged half 
yearly. The wages of women ſervants, who are likewiſe 


engaged by the half year, are about L. 3 a- year, together 


with what is called bounties, confiſting uſually of an apron 
and a yard of coarſe linen, value in all abont 3s. Tue har- 


veſt wages of men reapers are, now for good hands about 


L. 1, 5 s. and women ditto about 16 8. 8 d. befides victuals. 


When engaged by the day, men get about 1s. women, 
8 d. and their victuals. : 


| Stature, Manners, Dreſs, &c.—The people are ordinari- 


ly of a middling ſtature, the men being from 5 feet 5 inch- 


es high, to 5 feet 10, and the women from 5 feet 2 or 3 
inches, to 5 feet 7, though there are ſeveral of the men 6 
feet, and of the women 5 feet 9 or 10. There are inftan- 
ces of ſome individuals having reached the height of 6 feet 
3 or 4 inches.—The people in general are diſpoſed to indu- 
ſtry, and ſeem fond of agriculture. There are no manu- 
factures carried on in the pariſh, excepting the limeworks, 
bleaching, &c. already mentioned, only the women find 


excellent employment in ſpinning factory yarn, given out 
buy the ſhopkeepers in the pariſh, for which at preſent 


they get at the rate of 1 s. and even 15 d. the ſpindle. The 
people do not ſeem to poſſeſs any fondneſs either for a ſea- 
faring or military life; the former, however, they look 
upon to be rather more reputable than the latter, which, 
On account of its ſuppoſed connexion with protligacy and 
Vor. IX. G irreligion, 
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irreligion, they regard in a degrading point of light, and 


when the ſon of ſober and diſcreet parents inliſts to be a 


ſoldier, they give him up in a manner for loſt. Though 
the pariſhioners here in general cannot be charged with 
want of economy, or with being more expenſive or luxu- 
rious than their neighbours, yet it muſt be acknowledged, 
that their mode of hving now 1s widely different from 


what it was 30 or 40 years ago. About that time, except- = 


ing in the houſes of perſons of property or in a genteel 
ſation, tea was unknown; but now there is ſcarcely a houſe 
in the pariſh, excepting thoſe in indigent circumſtances, in 
which tea is not uſed at leaſt once a-week, and by many of 
the farmers twice a-day. Formerly butcher meat was ſel- 
dom or never uſed by thezlower or middling ranks, except 
about Chriſtmas, but now it is no unfrequent article at any 
| ſeaſon of the year. Next to oat and bear meal, potatoes, 
which begin to be much cultivated, conſtitute the principal 
food of the poorer claſs. —The mode of dreſs likewiſe, 
within theſe 20 or 32 years paſt, has undergone a very 
conſiderable alteration. F ormerly the women of inferior 
ſtations appeared at church on Sundays in bed blankets, or - 
tartan plaids; but now they wear ſcarle: plaids, or duffle 
_ cloaks and bonnets ; and maid-ſervants are ſometimes as well 
dreſſed as their miſtreſſes. Formerly farmers and reſpecta- 
ble tradeſmen were contented with the blue bonnet, and 
with ſay for their beſt clothes, while hiremen and appren- 
tices wore coarſe grey, or white woollen cloth, home made; 
but now, not only farmers and maſter tradeſmen, but 
_ farmers ſervants, apprentices, and cottagers, frequently ap- 
pear at kirk and market in hats and Engliſh broad cloth. 
Formerly clocks and watches were not uſed in the pariſh, 
excepting, perhaps, by the laird or miniſter ; but now, in 
general, every farmer has his eight-day clock, and almoſt | 
every ſervant has his watch. With regard to the ſtyle in 
r e which 
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which the geatry in this pariſh live, it can ſcarcely be te 


koned more ſplendid and ſumptupus than it was 20 or 36 
years ago, though, generally ſpeaking, there is an increaſe 
both of ſplendour and luxury in many places of the neighs 


| bourhood, occaſioned chiefly. by the influx * wealth irom 


the Eaſt and Weſt n. 


Ae eee are in the 1 md or aiftrit of Lo- 


gie, at nearly a mile to the weſt of the manfion-houſe of 


Craigo, and a little to the right of the public road, lead- . 


ing from the Old North Water Bridge to Montroſe, 


three remarkable tumuli, called the three Laws of Logie, 


and not far from thence, on the border of the pariſh of 


Montroſe, a fourth tumulus, called Leighton's Law. Of 


dme three Laws of Logie, two have been opened, in dig- 
ging ſand or gravel for the roads. In one of theſe, ſome 
| years ago, was found a ſtone coffin ; not any ways cut or 


wrought, but conſiſting of ſeparate pieces in a natural ſtate, 
ſomething reſembling grey ſlate ſtones. Within it was a 


human ſkeleton, having the bones of an extraordinary ſize, 


moſtly entire and of a deep yellow colour, but when touch- 
ed, exceedingly brittle. The ſecond Law was found to 


contain four human ſkeletons, depoſited only at about a foot 


depth front the ſurface, likewiſe conſiſting of exceedingly 
large bones; and at a very little diſtance from theſe was 
found a beautiful ring, ſuppoſed to be of ebony, as black as 


jet, of a fine poliſh, and in perfect preſervation. This ring, 


which the miniſter of the pariſh has in his cuſtody, is of a 


circular form, flat in the inſide, and rounded without; its 


circumference' is about 12 inches, and diameter 4. The 
thickneſs of its rim in the middle is more than half an inch, 


and its greateſt breadth about an inch and a half, which di- 
miniſhes in a gradual proportion till it is only abont of 


an inch. It lets in an ordinary hand, would fit a pretty 
large 


0: Statiſtical Account 


; large wriſt or arm, and perhaps may have been worn as 2 


bracelet by ſome perſon of diſtinction. In the ſame tumu- 
lus, at about 4 feet from the ſurface, was found an urn full 


of aſhes, ſomething in the ſhape of a common bottle withs 
out a bottom, lying horizontally, with the neck end cloſe, 


— and of a ſubſtance reſembling a crucible. There were like- 
wiſe diſcovered in the ſame place ſeveral cavities, near 6 


feet from the ſurface. The third and largeſt of the three 
Laws, which has not yet been broken up, contains a ſpace 


equal to the'yg of an acre, nearly circular, with a ſort of 
foſſe round it, filled up with round ſtones, intermingled 


with pieces of glaſs. There is reaſon to believe, that theſe 


Laws, if duly examined, would be found to contain many 
more bones, urns, &c.: but there is no tradition concern- 
ing them, by which it can be aſcertained whether they 


have been raiſed by the Danes or Romans, or ancient Cale- 


donians. Mention is made by Buchanan in his hiſtory of 


Sco land, to which Gordon alludes in his Itenerarium Sep- 
tentrionale, that about 1000 years ago, a little before the 
celebrated battle of Luncarty, in the reign of Swino, a par- 


ty of Danes landed at the mouth of the Eſk, and fought in 
that neighbourhood ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with the Scots; and 
it is not improbable but thefe Laws or mounds might have 


then been raiſed, in burning or burying the ſlain. Or, as 
Law is a word of Saxon origin, perhaps theſe tumuli might 
have been begun by the Saxons, who, at a very early pe- 


riod, are ſaid to have made incurſions all along the coaſt of | 
this iſland. The three Laws, with the adjacent ground, 


0 have been lately incloſed and planted by the proprietor of 


Craigo. —FEaſt from the above Laws, 1 in a ſtraight line, and 


within a plantation of Craigo's, are three large ſtones let up 
on end, with two others very near them, in a ſimilar poſi- 
tion ; and to the eaſt of all are the remains of a circular 
| fort of building, about 16 yards in diameter. The ground 


of Logic and Pert. , 


was wats 8 but no mark of nenn bones. 1 7 


vered. This i is conjectured to have been a drudical tem- 


ple. 


x | Roads, Bridges, Ne There are two, or rather three pu- 


blic roads, leading through the united pariſh. Beſides theſe, 
are ſuadry private or by-roads. Till a year or two 


ago, the roads in the pariſh were made and kept in repair . 
by ſtatute labour; but by a late act of Parliament, the ſta- 


tute labour in this county was converted into money. By 5 
the act, the occupiers of lands, whether proprietors or te- 
nants, are liable to pay yearly, an aſſeſſment in money, for 
the lands occupied by them reſpectively, according as the 
ſaid lands ſtand valued in the tax- roll of the county, at a 


rate not exceeding the ſum of L. 1, 48. Sterling for each 


L. 100 Scots of valued rent. : Accordingly in this pariſh, 5 


now. the landed proprietors being aſſeſſed in proportion to 


their valued rents, levy the aſſeſſment from their tenants 


according to the real rents they pay, and they again from 
their ſubtenants; the proprietors, at the ſame time, being 


accountable for what they themſelves occupy. This mode 
is deemed rather more favourable to the poorer claſs of in- f 
habitants, than the exactipn of the ſtatute labour in kind, 

but is thought more burdenſome on the farmer. Turn- 
pikes are conſidered as by no means neceſſary here; and 


the erecting of them at preſent would be rather an unpopu- 


lar meaſure.— Wich regard to bridges, 2 have been built 


this ſummer in the pariſh of Logie, chiefly by ſubſcription, ; 


on the road leading from Marykirk to Montroſe. On the 
weſt public road are 2 ſmall bridges, built me years ago. 
As to being kept in repair, they are now upon the ſame 
footing with rhe public roads. The principal bridge in the 
p4iiih, and which connects it with the Mearns, is the 
North Water Bridge, n. of 3 arches, of excceding 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong work. This is now commonly called the Old Bridge, 
with a reference to the new one, which ſome years ago 
was built acroſs the North Water, near the mouth of it, on 
the great coaſt road. The old North Water Bridge wa 
built by John Erſkine of Dun, ſuperintendant of Angus 
and Mearns, upwards of 200 years ago. Concerning the 
builder of this North Water Bridge, popular tradition ſays, 
That having had a dream or viſion, that unleſs he ſhould 
build a bridge over Stormy Grain, where 3 waters run in 
one, he would be miſerable after death. Accordingly go- 
ing out one day in a penſive mood, and walking along the 
banks of the North Eſk, he met an old woman near the 
ſpot where the bridge now ſtands, and aſking the name of 
the place, received for anſwer, that it was called Stor- 
my Grain, where 3- waters run in one. Hence, recog- 
niſing this to be the ſpot to which his dream alluded, he 
immediately ſet about building a bridge there; but the 
bridge being founded, and the work going on, a fpeat in 
the river ſwept it away, upon which he ordered the bridge 
to be begun anew. But after it was conſiderably advanced, 

it tumbled down a fecond time. Mr Erſkine was now fo 
much diſcouraged, that he fell into a deep melancholy, 
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and kept his bed. One day, however, obſerving a ſpider 
attempting to weave a web, he ſaw it fall down ; making 
a @ ſecond attempt, it was equally unſucceſsful; but trying a 
third time, it ſucceeded. Accordingly encouraged by this, 
be cauſed it be begun a third time, and had the good for- 
tune to ſucceed.” Whether there be any real ground for 
this traditionary ſtory or not, it is by no means abhorrent 
from the caſt of mind that characteriſed thoſe times. 


| Miſcellaneous Obſervations.—In 1782, the crop was not 
all got in till conſiderably after Martinmas. Ten bolls of 
bear were then purchaſed at the ſeſſion's expence, for the u 
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of the poor at the rate of 24 5. the boll, and were either fold 
at a reduced price, or given gratis; beſides a preſent of 10 
polls, conſiſting of a mixture of oats, barley, rye, &c. recei- | 
ved then from Government, was diſtributed among the poor. 


Oat-meal here at that time ſold at 2c s, the boll.— There 


are two principal alehouſes, in a manner neceſſary, as be- 
ing on public roads, with one or two more, perhaps, leſs 5 
requiſite. The bad effects of theſe on the morals of tbe 
people are not very perceptible, though the increaſe of pu- 
blic houſes both in town and country is always to be re- 
gretted. The heavy Exciſe laws, and the enormous aunty 
on malt, make beer leſs brewed in private families than 
formerly, though perhaps, whiſky is more uſed. Within 
theſe ten years paſt, near 30 new houſes or cottages have 
been built in the pariſh where there were none before; 
perhaps, about half a dozen during that ſpace have been 
pulled down, or ſuffered to fall into ruins. Employing cot- 


tagers in agriculture, is thought by ſome of the farmers 


here to be leſs frugal than keeping hired ſervants in the 
houſe, though it no doubt, is more favourable to popula- 
tion,—The meadows and lower grounds on the Northeſk 


are very ſubject to inundations, which haye ſometimes done 
conſiderable damage, eſpecially in the time of harveſt. In 


1774, when the river roſe to an almoſt unprecedented 
height, it ſwept away a great deal of cut corn, and laid flat 
ſundry fields that were uncut, ſpoiling them with ſand ; 
and laſt autumn, an uncommon flood ſwept away from a | 
farm in this neighbourhood, on the oppoſite banks of the 
river, more than half an acre of ground, with about 69 bolls 
of lime lying upon fallow ; at any time fix hours of wind 
and rain from the S. or S. E. will make it riſe, ſo as to o- 
verflow all its banks.—In the year 1784, a very remark- 


able meteor. was ſeen here, as it was through the moſt part of 


the kingdom, as well as in ſome foreign parts. It made 
-**- 0 
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its appearance about ) o'clock in the evening, moving in a 
rapid and majeſtic manner, ſomething in a direction from 
N. W. to S. E. having its viſible magnitude equal to that 
of the full moon, and a light much ſuperior ; at length it 
' diſappeared as it were in the ocean. This meteor muſt have 
been of prodigious bigneſs, its velocity immenſe, and its 
altitude many miles. The common people here make uſe 
of the ordinary Scottiſh dialect, with leſs tone than they 
ſpeak in Fife, though not near ſo ſhort as they do in Aber- 
deenſhire. With regard to the names of places in the pa- 
riſh, many of them ſeem to be of Gaelic or Celtic extrac- 
tion. Property in land here is very often changing; of 
this there have been no leſs than four material inſtances in 
the united pariſh of Logie and Pert, within 8 or 10 years 
paſt; and during that period, or little more, near the banks 
of the Northefk, and within the extent of 5 or 6 miles, no 
fewer than 8 eſtates have been in the market, and changed 
their proprietors. This rapid alienation of property, may 

in one inſtance or two be accounted for on political conſi- 
deratious, but is chiefly imputable to the two following 
cauſes: Some of the old proprietors having been men of 


pleaſure, and not ſufficiently attentive to their worldly in- 


tereſt, were obliged to {ell their land from the impulſe of 
neceſſity, or pecuniary embarraſſment; others of them, a- 
gain, who had ſeveral children, having, in contradiction to 
the old feudal ſpirit, made liberal proviſion in their tettle- 
ments for the younger branches of their families ; this ren- 
dered the ſale of their eſtates unavoidable on their demiſe. 
Land ſells here at 25 or 3o years purchaſe, and ſeems to be 
on che increaſe. —The people are by no means ungenerous 
or uncharitable, according to their circumſtances ; if at any 
time they ſee virtue or induſtry in diſtreſs, their chearful and 
ready ſuppoit s not wanting; but when vice is plunged 
into wretchedneſs, perhaps tneir pity is too much withheld, 
from 
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from not t making a proper &fcriraianion between the per- 


ſon and the crime, the vice and the miſery it involves. 
The people enjoy the comforts and advantages of ſociety 


in a very tolerable degree, though the increaſe of taxation, 


and of the price of proviſions, eſpecially with regard to 
the poorer claſs, operates as a conſiderable abatement. Se- 
veral of the tenants enjoying long leaſes at the old 3 
which is nearly one half leſs than what th+ir farms would 
let for at preſent, have in their hands the means of a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence, and by induſtry and frugality may be- 
come rich. But the new leaſes in general being pretty far 
ſtretched, and the wages of ſervants every year growing 
higher, thoſe, it is to be pre ſumed, who hold ſuch leaſes, 
if they are not extremely active and induſtrious indeed, 


muſt find conſiderable difficulties. Were the wages of fer- 


vants rendered in ſome meaſure ſtationary, and greater 


moderation obſerved in the raiſing of rents, not only might 
tenants and their ſervants be on a more eligible footing, 


but landed proprietors would enjoy greater and more perma- 


nent ſecurity, beſides the generous ſatisfaction of not entirely 
engroſſing the fruits of honeſt induſtry. Were there pre- 
miums allotted by monied men for the improvement of 
barren ground, and the melioration of ground already in 
ſome meaſure cultivated, (the improvement or melioration 
to be eſtimated by an impartial jury, ) many beneficial « con- 
ſequences mi ught enſue. | 
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| PARISH or ERSKINE, | 


(Country oF | RENFREW, SyxoD or Grascow AND Arx, 
\PRESBYTERY OF ParSLEY.) | 


| By the Rev. Warres Youxo, M. A. F. R. S. Edin. 


Name, &c. 


. HE name Erſtine was written in ancient charters ri/- 


&yn. Antiquaries are not agreed, whether the fami- 


ly of Mar, who held the lands ot Erſkine until the year 1638, 


gave their ſirname to the lands, or received it from them. 


Crawford is of the latter opinion, in conſequence of his gene- 
ral principle with regard to the aſſumption of fixed firnames 
by the proprietors of land. Other antiquaries relate a ſtory 
of the firname Er:is-Szyne having been given by King Mal- 
colm II. to the founder of that noble family, on occaſion of 


a military atchievement. The lands or caſtle of Erikine 
have probably given name to the church, and of courſe to 


the whole paroctual diſtrict annexed to it. The form of 
| 8 the 
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he! perith is oblong ; the: length from eaſt to wall and a 
little north, is about 6 Engliſh miles, and the breadth 
from 3 to 4; the number of acres which it contains is not 


known. It is bounded on the north wholly by the river 


Clyde. 


pes and Soil. the general appearance of the BY 


ern part of the pariſh is flat, with gentle ſwells. A ridge 


of hilly ground runs through the weſtern diviſion. As this 
however declines gradually on the north fide towards the 


Clyde, and on the ſouth towards a valley, there are even 
in that diviſion conſiderable tracts of arable ground. The 


ſoil is in general light and not deep. In the north-eaſt 
part of the pariſh, it is a blackiſh or dark grey mould, mix- 


ed with gravel, having under it gravel, or a mixture of 
fand, clay, and gravel; in ſome places till, and under that 
rotten rock or freeſtone. From this ſtructure, that tract a- 


bounds with ſprings of excellent. water. The ſoil being 


warm and dry, is well adapted for producing oats, bear, 
and ſown graſſes; it alſo yields plentiful crops of potatoes 


of the beſt quality, and of turnips. It is not ſo proper for 


wheat and peaſe; and even the oats and barley which it 


produces are ſomewhat inferior in quality, or weigh leſs to 


| the meaſure than what are produced in ſtronger and deeper 
| foils. But perhaps the moſt valuable property of this ſoil 
is the diſpoſition it has to run to graſs. When it is allow- 
ed to reſt, if it has been judiciouſly managed, and not over- 
_ cropped, it in a year or t wo becomes covered with a thick 
| {ward of graſs, often mixed with white clover, which, 
though not of the richeſt quality, is abundant, and conti- 
5 nually 1 improves during the 4 or 5 years that the ground re- 
mains in paſture. The ſame things may be obſerved of 


the weſtern diviſion of the pariſh; only as that is more 
nilly, the ſoil is more ſhallow and 1381 and in general 
lies 
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lies over whin rock. There are 6 or ) farms in the ſouth-eaſt 


part of the pariſh, which are ſituated along the edge of, or 
within an extenſive tract of flat or carſe ground, a great part 
of which is covered with peat moſs, and has probably been 
all ſo. The ſoil of theſe farms 1s a deep clay, and abundant- 
| Iy fertile. It may alſo be obſerved, that foreſt trees thrive 


well in many places of the pariſh, particularly in the neigh. 


bourhood of the Clyde. — There is no lake nor river in the 


pariſh ; the boundaries of it are for the moſt part marked 


out by ſmall ſtreams or burns. The Clyde, which waſhes 
the northern edge, is in breadth, when the ride is full, from 


about a quarter of a mile at the eaſt, to above a mile and a 


half at the weſt end of the parith. The ground immedi- 


ately adjoining to the Clyde is every where flat. The 


breadth of this plain is various; at one place, (hence call- 
ed Longhaugh), it may be near a quarter of a mile; but in 


molt places, it is not above the half or fourth part of that 
extent. Behind the plain the bank generally riſes pretty 
ſuddenly to a conſiderable heighth. As the Clyde has 
ſuch a wide bed, land floods ſeldom raiſe it very conſider- 
ably, unleſs a ſtrong 8 W. wind, and a high tide occur 


at the ſame time. In that caſe, ſome of the low grounds are 
covered, but ſeldom any remarkable miſchief is done.— 
There are lome freeſtone quarries in the eaſtern part of 


the pariſh, T'wo of them in one of Lord Blantyre's parks 
have beea wrought of late for the great canal, and for 


h1y-id:ng new quays for the ferry. Some appearances of 


£04! hace been diſcovered in theſe grounds, but they have 
t been properly purſued. The hills in the weſt part 


of ihe pariſh are in general green ; the tops of them only 


are covered with heath. 


Climate 
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| Climate and Diſeaſes Although a confiderable quantity 5 


of rain falls here, as in all other places on the weſtern fide 


of the iſland, the air cannot properly be called moiſt, and may 
be pronounced upon the whole healthy. By the lighr ſoil, 
and gravelly bottom, the water is ſoon abſorbed, or it runs 
off by the hollows; and as any hollow, or flat pieces of 


ground, which are not ploughed, are always compleatly co- 


vered with graſs, there are no unwholeſome marſhes. A- 
gues, dyſenteries, and ſuch other diſeaſes as are occaſioned _ 
by noxious effluvia from the ſoil, are ſcarcely known by 

name. The moſt prevalent diſtempers are fevers, ariſing 


from cold and other cauſes. Theſe at times become in ſome 


degree epidemic, or go throꝰ a conſiderable number of families. 
Theſe epidemics are hardly ever of a very malignant nature, 
and ſeldom above 3 or 4 perſons die in the courſe of them. 


They are probably ſpread and aggravated more than they ” 


would otherwiſe be, from two cauſes, both of which, how- 
ever, are gradually diminiſhing : 1/, From large families 
being often crowded together in ſmall houſes, where too 
little attention is given to cleanlineſs and ventilation ; and, 
2dly, From an idea which the country people have, that it is 
their duty frequently to viſit their neighbours when in dif- 
treſs, Hence it happens, that the place in which the fick 
perſons are lying is frequently crowded with people, the 
patients are ſtifled, and the infection is ſpread. Theſe epi- 


demic fevers appear at the rate of about once in 2 or 3 


years. The ſmall-pox ſtill makes occaſionally conſiderable 
ravages among the children, as the people are only begin- 
ning to overcome their prejudices againſt inoculation. 


Ferries. There are 2 ferries acroſs the Clyde in this pa- 
riſh, One of them, called the Eaſt Ferry, or Ferry of Er- 
Kine, is nearly oppoſite to the village of Kilpatrick, and 
ſer ves for tranſporting horſes and carriages, as well as foot- 

paſſengers. 
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—— The quays for it 5 were lately built, and are 
T. abundantly commedious. The other called the Weſt Fer. the 
ry, is oppoſite to the caſtle of —— . 15 chiefly wh 
* for een e | or 
| anc 
P Filberies—There are gya or three ſalmon fiſheries in the SY 


Clyde, as it paſſes along this pariſh; but as the fiſhing ber 
banks are more contiguous to the oppoſite or Kilpatrick the 
more, none of them are occupied by inhabitants of this pa. Fa: 
riſh. The fiſh are taken in large nets, the rope of one end '* 
ol which being made faſt to the ſhore or bank, and the net oh 
Jaid i in folds upon the flat end of a boat, the boat is rowed = 
à certain, way into the river, dropping the net as it goes a- 
long, and, having made a {weep againit the tide, is brought th 
back to the place from which it ſet out. The net is im- oh 
madiately afterwards drawn aſhore. I he right of catching 2 
ſalmon on moſt of the fiſhing banks in Clyde from Ren. yy 
frew, as far down as the confines of Ayrſhire, belongs by 
ancient charter to the burgh of Renfrew. The ſalmon | 
&lhery in this tract has, for many years, been rather ſcan- 
1 ty. The operations for improving the navigation of the 
| river, which were executed by the town of Glaſgow a. 
1 bout 20, years ago, are thought to have been prejudicial to 
i it. The ſalmon are either carried to Renfrew, or fold in 
the neighbourhood. The medium price is about 5 d. or 
6 d. the pound. Beſides ſalmon, there are in this track of 
Clyde, conſiderable quantities of large red trout, which 
are ſometimes catched by ſet lines; and people who have 
proper nets, often take conſiderable quantities of ſpirlings, 
 Cſmelts) and of ſhrimps. Ss 


State of Property.— The landed property of this pariſh 
is diftributed among 8 heritors, whoſe valued rent exceeds 
L. 100 Scots, and 9 ſmaller heritors or feuars. The land 
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is occupied py 10 proprietors, who keep in their own Hand 
the whole or ſome part of their ground ; by 48 tackſmen, 
who may be called farmers, in ſo far as they ſubſiſt wholly 
or chiefly by their farms; by 12 who have ſmaller farms, 


and when not employed upon them, work as day-labour. 
ers; and laſtly, by 22 handicrafts men, or people of diffe- 


rent profeſſions, who have ſmall pieces of ground taken'ei- 
ther from the landlords or from tenants for ſupplying their 
families with milk and other articles of proviſion. The 

valued rent of the pariſh is L. 445 1 Scots. r real rent 
is at preſent about L. 2980 e | 


e — Of the whole jak of the pail, rae two 
thirds are arable, and nearly that proportion may be in a re- 
gular courſe of tillage and paſture. The old ſyſtem was to 
take at leaſt two, and for the moſt part three ſucceſſive 
crops of oats, and after that to allow the ground to reſt, as 
it was called, or to remain in paſture. The farmers uſed 
their own dung, ſo far as it would go, for potatoes and 
bear, but imported no foreign manure. This was nearly 
the ſtate of huſbandry till about the year 1775 or 1776, 
when the late Alexander Lord Blantyre, having, upon the 
death of his brother, ſucceeded to the eſtates and honours 
of that family, came to reſide at Erſkine. He had for a 
number of years before that time been engaged in a courſe 
of practical farming in Eaſt Lothian, in conſequence of 


able to deſcend into the detail of it, and to direct and over- 
lee every minute operation. He was immediately ſeuſi- 


ble, that the huſbandry of Eaſt Lothian would not ſuit the 


light ſoil and moiſt climate of Erſkine. He perceived, at 
the ſame time, that the ſyſtem of the country was bad, and 
that by more gentle cropping, by more plentiful manuring, 

and 
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and by introducing fallow crops and ſown graſſes, the 
ground would be gradually improved, and its produce up- 
on the whole augmented, ſo as more than to repay the ad- 
_ ditional expence. That he might be well acquainted with 
the nature and the powers of the ſoil, as well as ſet an ex- 
ample to the country, he took under his own management 
the parks of Erſkine, and two or three farms in the neigh- 


bourhood. The ſyſtem which he purſued was nearly as 


follows: After the previous neceſſary operations of inclo- 
| ſing, draining, clearing of ſtones, &c. he took a crop of oats, 


The following year, after three and ſometimes four 
ploughings, and plentiful liming and dunging, he took a 
fallow crop. For this he preferred turnips, as he never 
failed to have a large return of them, as they ſtood the win- 


ter better than cabbage, and left the ground in better con- 
dition than potatoes; and, as the ſoil had not ſufficient 
depth for carrots or parſnips, the third year he laid down 
the field with graſs-ſeeds. As a crop or nurſe to the graſs 


ſeeds, he tried wheat, barley, and early Eſſex oats. The 


firſt did not ſucceed well, and upon the whole he gave the 


preference to the laſt. He cut the hay for one or two 


years thereafter, and then allowed the ground to remain in 
_ paſture. | 


Soon after he ſettled at Erſkine, the leaſes of moſt of the 


farms in the barony expired. He was very unwilling to 
diſpoſſeſs the old families, ſome of whom had occupied 
| theſe grounds for generations. He knew at the ſame time, 
that they had neither ſtock nor {kill ſufficient to enable 


them to pay a rent adequate to the real value of the land. 
He propoſed to them to pay a very moderate advance of 
rent, leſs indeed than moſt of them expected, with about 
or 8 per cent. of the expence of incloſing; but that they 
ſhould be bound to obſerve a mode of management fimilar 


to his own; in particular, that they ſhould not have two 
* — ſucceſſive 


. 


fucceſſive crops of oats upon the ſame ground, and that they 
ſhould introduce turnips and ſown graſſes into their ſyſtem. 
With theſe conditions all of them but one complied, and 
took their farms for 19 years. They however complained 
of the reſtrictions. They thought, that they were allowed 
too few crops of oats, the ſtaple commodity of the country, 
during the courſe of their leaſe ; they were not well ac- 
quainted with the turnip huſbandry, nor with the method 
of buying, fattening, and ſelling cattle. Upon after reflec- 
tion, his Lordſhip thought proper to relax the rigour of his 
reſtrictions, and to allow them more diſcretionary. powers. 
From the example, however, which he had given them, 


and the ſpirit he had infuſed into them, they all 


began with vigour to improve their farms. They 
purchaſed conſiderable quantities of lime and foreign 
manure. They became more active and induſtrious ; 
and though the-turnip huſbandry was never carried by 
them to any extent, and is now generally laid aſide, 


| they all adopted the practice of laying down their 


fields in good condition with ſown graſſes, having a ready 
and ſecure market for their hay in the towns of Port-Glaſ- 
gow and Greenock. The conſequence of this has been, 
that the country is conſiderably improved both in appear- 
ance and in value; the tenants are eaſy in their circum- 
ſtances, and indeed wealthy for their ſtation; their rent is 
paid in general with perfect punctuality, and there ig eve- 
ry reaſon to believe, that, upon the expiration of the lea- 
ſes, they or their ſons will be able and willing to pay a 
rent equal to what may be conſidered as the juſt value of 
the ground. The writer of this account feels a partic lar 
atisfaction in having an opportunity of exhibiting ſuch an 
example, and at the ſame time of paying a deſerved tri- 
bute to the memory of an amiable and reſpectable noble- 
man, and a moſt worthy and uſeful citizen, whoſe death 
was lamented by people of all ranks 1n this country as a 
Veit. . 1 public 
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public 1 we. His conduct as a \ landlord was not on- 
Iy humane, but highly judicious, as it equally tended to 


promote the real intereſt of the proprietor and _ and 


5 the general advantage of the country. 


About 20 years ago. the two-horſe plotigh; with the 
curved mould board and feathered ſock, was introduced in- 
to this country by Mr George Orde. The uſe of it is now 


become univerſal, and the country . conſtruct it 
with neatneſs and accuracy *®. | 


The larger tenants commonly make the greateſt part of 


| their oats into meal, for which there is a conſtant demand. 
Of this they retain what is neceſſary for their own fami- 


lies. They diſpoſe of part in the neighbourhood, and the 


> colt they either fend to public market, or ſell to the dealers 
in the neighbouring towns. They diſpoſe of their potatoes 


and hay in the ſame manner; and almoſt the whole of the 


bear or barley that is raiſed, is carried to the towns. The 
| labourers, handicraftimen, and ſmaller tenants, who do not 


ratſe produce ſufficient for their families, either purchaſe 
from the larger tenants, or when the price of meal is high, 


and the ports are open, they buy Iriſh, or other imported 
meal; ſo that there is frequently both an exportation and 
Importation of this principal article of proviſion. What 
the proportion may be cannot well be aſcertained ; it va- | 
ries every year according to the ſeaſons and the prices of 
grain. It is beheved, however, that upon the whole there 


18 conſiderably m more corn, Kc. produced, and more ſheep 


* Oats are ſown about the middle or end of March and through the 
month of April; and bear in the month of May, The time of reaping 
is various, depending on the ſeaſon. The harveſt is ſeldom fairly begun 
before the Iſt of September, and it is puny completed by the It of 


November. 


| confiderably above goo. 
| in 1750, it was 829. From liſts taken up by the preſent 


vate uſe. 


of Egli, „ 


and cattle fed in the pariſh than are e conſumed bs the inha- = 
bitants *. 


N —By the poll book of the county of Ren- 
frew, made up in the year 169 5, there is reaſon to believe, 
that the number of ſouls in this pariſh was at that time 
By the returns to Dr Webſter 


miniſter in 1771, the number of ſouls appeared to be about 
870. The year after that, a tract of land, which had. been : 
let in ſmall farms, and upon which 12 families reſided, 
was, at the expiration of the leaſes, converted wholly into 
a grazing farm. At preſent no more than 3 families live 
in that tract in houſes lately built, the old ſteadings having | 
been allowed to fall. In the courſe of a few years after 
that, 1 or 2 ſmall farms, and ſome cottages, were ſuppreſ- 


© ed, by which the population was ſtill farther diminiſhed. 


Since that time it has been pretty much ſtationary, and 1s 
rather greater at preſent than it was 8 or 10 years ago. 
—By an accurate enumeration, made in the beginning of 


the year 1792, the numbers were as under : 


Males, * - 402 
Females, „„ 406 


Total, - RY 808 
Under 


* From 1 to I2 acres may be annually employed in raiſing flax for pri- 
There are 3 corn. mills i in the pariſh, The yearly rent of the 


beſt arable ground is 208.; of inferior ditto 19 s. and upwards ; of the 
beſt paſture ground 21 5. ; and of inferior ditto 75, 6 d. the acre. 
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Total, — 140 5 808 
Average to a family, nearly 58 


Wrights, (maſters, jour- Cooper, - 1 
neymen, and apprzen- Millers 4 

„„ 15 Ferrymen, 5 
Weavers, ditto, - 16 Houſehold male-ſervants, 5 
Shoemakers, - Labouring ditto, - 45 
Smiths, i - Female-ſervants - 82 
Tailors, Bachelors, heads of fami- 


Maſons, - = bo £9 
R Unmarried 


89280 W Ut 


of köln. 69 


Uaserried women a- 5 


bove 455 - | 10 | 
Widowers, 5 | 8 
| Widows = 23 


Heads of families, who 15 


were not born in the 


pariſh, - = 62 


Of theſe born in the 
neighbouring pariſhes, 
and connected by mar- 
riage or conſangunity 
with the old families 


of the 3 2 5 5 


Sessderb N none 
Cameronian, 5 . 
Ploughs, . 61 
Horſes, - 170 


Cattle domeſtic, - 695 
Ditto grazing, - 195 


Sheep, - 230 


Public-houſes, inclu- 5 


ding Croſs-hill, the 


ſtage between Glaſ- 


gow and Greenock, 1 


5 There f is a regiſter of baptiſms and marriages, from 
November 1705 to the preſent time, which appears to 
have been regularly kept, unleſs, perhaps, for ſome 


: | few years before and after the year 1750. 


From this 


: | regiſter, the following numbers of baptiſms and mar- 
: riages, in the ſeveral periods of 10 years, from the begin- 


ning of the your 1710, to the beginning of 1790, have been 
5 extrafled, 


Baptiſms. 


From 1710 


20 


* 
10 
. 


— — 


70 
80 
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to 


to 


to 
to 
to 


to 


to 


1720 


30 


50 


60 


| 70 
90 


Baptiſms. 
344 
304 


277 


224 


193 
2 


192 


237 


Harriages. 


147 
100 


99 


92 


76 
76 


ws 
82 


Oft theſe numbers annual averages may eaſily be taken. 


No regular regiſter of buriais was ever kept here, till to- 


| Averages, = 


| wards the end of the year 1783. The numbers of baptiſms, 
_ marriages, and burials, in each of the 8 years, from the 1ſt 
of January 1784, to the 1ſt of January 1792, are as under: 


 Baptiſms. Marriages. Burials, 


24 
23 
33 
17 


11 


10 


12 

10 
7 
2 
. 

13 


444446144 


IQ 
17 


20 
12 

19 
MY 


21 


130 


164 


The 


* The average of births to a marriage is probably near 6, if not above 
it. The number of barren marriages is extremely ſmall. The greateſt 


part of marriages produce from 7 children to 10 or upwards. 


0 


The 


ove 
teſt 


. 


The exceſs of the population above the uſual proportion 
of births and burials is probably to be accounted for chief- 
ly from this circumſtance : The greateſt part of the ſer- 
vants in the pariſh come from Argyleſhire, between the 
ages of 14 and 20. Many of theſe, after remaining a few 
years, leave the pariſh, and are replaced by others. As 


| they have commonly got over the childrens diſeaſes before - 


they come here, and are remarkably healthy, very few of 
them die during their refidence in the pariſh. They there- 
fore increaſe the population, without at all increafing the 
number of baptiſms, or ſenſibly increafing the number 
of burials. If to 650, the product of 25 by 26, there be 
added 127, the number of ſervants, the ſum 77% probably 
exceeds the mean population, for the * for which the 
average is taken. : - 


Stipend, School, Poor: —The ſtipend 3 is 110 bolls x firlot of = 


$ oat-meal, and L. 25: 18: 223 Sterling of money, including 
communion- elements. The glebe conſiſts of between 
and 6 acres of ground, all arable. Lord Blantyre is patron. 
> —The ſchoolmaſter teaches reading, writing, arithmetic and 
book keeping. His ſalary is 200 merks Scots a-year, be- 
WJ fides L. 1 Sterling as ſeſſion-clerk, and 108. for teaching 
poor children; he has alſo a free houſe. He receives for 


teaching reading 18. 6d. the quarter, and 2 8. for writing 


and arithmetic. The average number of ſcholars is 30.— 


The annual moat of the various hranches of the fund for 
the relief of the poor, on an average of 10 years, including 


the intereſt of L. x20 of accumulated ſtock, is L. 27, 68. 
At preſent 9 perſons, including a foundling boy, receive 
regular penſions, and 3 or 4 receive occaſional ſupplies. 
| There are no 8 8 belonging to the pariſh. 


Language. 
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e Tb Felten diale& of the Scots language 
is perhaps no where ſpoken in greater purity than in this 
and the adjoining pariſhes. The moſt ftriking peculiarity 

of that dialect, is a diſpoſition to ſhorten the penult and 
_ prolong the laſt ſyllable of words, when the ſtructure of 
them admits of that being done. The vowel which is ex- 
preſſed in the penult ſyllable, is for the moſt part the ob- 
ſcure imperfect ſound which the Engliſh give to the cha. 
racter e when between two conſonants ; and the lengthened 
vowel of the laſt ſyllable is very often the Engliſh ſound 
of a in the word part. The penult is pronounced with the 
acute accent, or.rifing inflection of the voice, and the laſt 
ſyllable with the inverted, or falling and riſing circumflex, 
The intervals between the extremes of gravity and acute- 
neſs of tone, are often conſiderable.—A few names of pla. 
ces in this pariſh, as Glenſhinnoch, Barcloch, and ſome o- 
thers, beginning with the ſyllable bar, ſeem to be of Celtic 
origin; but the greateſt part of them are Engliſh com- 
pounds, deſcriptive. of the ſituation of the place, or exprel- 
ling ſome circumſtance relating to it, as Craigton, Long: 
laugh, Dryknows, Longbank, W qoflgogypull, &. 


Raads—The great turnpike 1584 from Glaſgow to 
Greenock paſſes through this pariſh. As this road has un- 
fortunately been carried over ſome very high grounds, and 
in conſequence of that 1s extremely incommodious for the | 
heavy carriages which are continually paſſing between 
theſe towns, an act of Parliament has lately been obtained 
for making a new road along the fide of the Clyde, the 
line which ought originally to have been purſued. This 
new road 1s now begun to be executed. Although there 
are excellent materials for making roads in moſt places of 
this pariſh, the croſs roads through it are ſtill in an indiffe- 
rent condition, owing to the difficulty of calling out the 
ſtatute 
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An act of Par- 
liament has lately paſſed for converting the ſtatute labour 
of this county into money, which, from the trial that has 
been made this ſummer, promiſes to be pra with the 
moſt beneficial effects. | 


Fatute labour, and renderia git efficient. 


: Miſcellaneous — —The principal advantages of 
this pariſh may be accounted the dry ſoil and the good wa- 
ter with which it abounds, and the facility with which 
roads may be made through moſt places of it. The chief 
diſadvantage is the diſtance and high price of coal, lime, 
and foreign manure ; in conſequence of which it will not 
probably, at leaſt for a courſe of years, become a conſider- 


able ſeat of manufactures. There are extenſive peat moſ- 


ſes in the pariſh and neighbourhood. This, however, is 


found to be a precarious and even an expenſive fuel. 


= Coals are every year becoming more in uſe, although the 
greateſt part of them muſt be brought from about Glaſ- 


gow, diſtant 13 or 14 miles; and, when carried by land, 
now coſt 7 5. the cart of 10 or 11 hundred weight x. 
The prices of proviſions, the day's wages of labourers 


in huſbandry, of carpenters, maſons, tailors, &c. and the 
| wages of ſervants, are the ſame in this pariſh as in the neigh- 


bouring pariſhes of Houſton and Kilallan. See vol. I. 
p. 324, 325. It may now be added to what is there ſtated, 
that in conſequence of the rapid progreſs of manufactures 
in Paiſley and the neighbouring towns and villages, the 


wages of country ſervants and labourers are continually ri- 


ling, and to ſuch a degree as to be ſeverely felt by the 
farmers in the country. The lums, though conhiderable, 


Vor. IX. | is which 


Lime coſts 13 8. or 14 8. the chalder ſharp meaſure, and dung from 
Port- -Glaſgow and Greenock can 1 ſcarcely be Jaid upon the ground un- 


ler 28. 6d. the cart, 
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which they may expend in procuring lime and manure, 
may be refunded by the increaſed quantity and value of 
their produce; but the continually growing expence of ma. 
nagement can be no otherwiſe repaid to them, but from the 
advanced price of their commodities ; and from this ad. 
vantage they are effectually precluded by the copious im. 
portation from Ireland and other places, which never fails 
to happen whenever the price of oat- meal exceeds 16 s. the 
boll. The effect of this may probably be, to induce the 
tenants in this country to turn a greater proportion of 
_ their lands into graſs. It is hardly neceſſary to obſerve, 
that every labourer, who is moderately induſtrious, has it 
in his power to make a decent proviſion for his family. 
One of the laſt trials for witchcraft which happened in 
Scotland, had its origin in this pariſh in 1696-7. The per- 
ſon ſuppoſed to have been bewitched, or tormented by the 
agency of evil ſpirits, or of thoſe who were in compad 
with them, was Chriſtian Shaw, daughter of John Shaw of 
 Bargarron, then about 11 years of age. A ſhort account 
of this trial may be ſeen in Arnot's Collection of criminal 
trials. Three men and four women were condemned. to 
death as guilty of the crime of witchcraft, and were execu- 
ted at Paiſley, A particular account or journal of the ex- 
traordinary circumſtances of this caſe was drawn up at the 
time when it happened, every paragraph of which is affirm- 


ed to have been originally ſubſcribed by witneffes, a | 


mong whom we find the names of almoft all the noble- 
men and gentlemen, and many of the miniſters of the 
neighbonrhood. The narrative was afterwards printed 
without theſe ſubſcriptions, along with a very pious and 
decently written preface by the publiſher. There were 
| ſubjoined to it the atteſtations of a phyſician and ſurgeon, 
the judicial confeſſions of ſome of the perſons accuſed of 


Witcheraft, and an abſtract of the pleadings of the advo- 
| Cates 
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of manners and opinions among men. 


of Erfline. , 


cates on the part of the Crown, and of their charge to the 
jury- Theſe laſt, in their reaſonings upon the nature of 
the evidence, and the credibility of the facts, and in the 
anſwers to objections, diſcover» much learning and ability, 
A few copies of the original publication are ſtill extant, 
and a new edition of it was a few years ago printed at 
Paifley. It may furniſh ample matter of ſpeculation to 
thoſe whoſe object it is to trace the progreſs and variation 
The ſubſequent 
hiſtory of this lady 1 is, however, more ee to the po- 2 
litical enquirer. 5 
Having acquired a be Abende 3 in ills 8 fine * 
yarn, ſhe conceived the idea of manufaQuring it into 
thread Her firſt attempts in this way were neceſſarily on 


a ſmall ſcale. She executed almoſt every part of the proceſs 


with her own hands, and bleached her materials on a large 
ſlate placed in one of the windows of the houſe. She ſuc- 
ceeded, however, ſo well in theſe eſſays, as to have ſuſh- 
cient encouragement to go on, and to take the aſſiſtance of 
her younger fiſters and neighbours. The then Lady Blan- 
tyre carried a parcel of her thread to Bath, and diſpoſed of 


it advantageouſly to ſome manufacturers of lace, and this 
was probably the firſt thread made in Scotland that had 
croſſed the Tweed. About this time a perſon who was con- 


nected with the family, happening to be in Holland, found 

means to learn the ſecrets of the thread manufacture, 
which was then carried on to great extent in that country, 
particularly the art of ſorting and numbering the threads 
of different ſizes, and packing them up for ſale, and the 
eonſtruction and management of the twiſting and twining 
machines. This knowledge he communicated on his re- 
turn to his friends in Bargarron, and by means of it they 
were enabled to conduct their manufacture with more re- 
gularity and to a greater extent. The young women in 
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the neighbourhood were taught to ſpin fine yarn, a twining 


mills were erected, corzeſpondences were eſtabliſhed, and a 


profitable buſineſs was carried on, Bargarron thread be- 


came extenſively know", and, being aſcertained by a flamp, 
bore a good price. From the inſtructions of the family of 


Bargarron, a few families in the heighbourhood engaged 
in the ſame buſineſs, and continued in it for a number of 


years. It was not to be expected, however, that a manu- 


faQture of that kind could be confined to ſo ſmall u diſtri, 
or would be allowed to remain in ſo few hands for a great 


length of time. The ſecrets of the buſineſs were gradually 
di vulged by apprentices and aſſiſtants. A Mr Pollock in 


Paiſley availed himſelf of theſe communications, and laid 


the foundation of the well eſtabliſhed and extenſive manu- 
facture of thread, which has ever fince been carried on in 


that town. From that time, the women in this neighbour- 


| hood have continued to practiſe the ſpinning of 15 yarn, 
' which they diſpoſed of to the Paiſley manufacturers. With- 


in this twelvemonth, however, many of them have laid a- 


| fide the wheel, leaving that uſeful implement of domeſtic 


induſtry to be occupied by thoſe of higher rank, and have 
applied themſelves to the eaſier, the more elegant, and at 
preſent the more profitable.” employment of Howering 
. 
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NUMBER VL | 
PARISH or MELROSE, 


(County or RoxBUR OE, SYNoD of MERSE AND TEvVIOT» 
DALE, PRESBYTERY OF SELKIRK.) 


| By the Rev. My Gone Tous. 


ve BY FF Name, Extent, &c. 
ing EroRE the abolition of hereditary juriſdictions, Mel- 


roſe was a burgh of regality. The name is ſuppoſed 
to be Gaelic, compounded of Mull and Roſs, * a bare pro- 
* montory,” remarkably deſcriptive of a little peninſula a- 
bout a mile to the eaſt, formed by the windings of Tweed, 
which is ſtill called D Melroſe, and famous for its ancient 
monaſtery, one of the firſt ſeats of the religious Culdees in 
this country. The pariſh is in length from N. to S. about 
7 miles, and in breadth towards the N. 5, towards the S. 
near ) miles.—The town of Melroſe is pleaſantly ſituated 
on the north fide and bottom of the Eildon hills, and on the 
edge of a fertile valley, upwards of a mile in length, inter- 
e . OW ſected 
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ſected by Tweed runniug through it in a ſerpantine direc. 


tion, and ſurrounded by hills of a conſiderable height. In 


this valley, beſides Melroſe, are the villages of Danieltoun, 
Darnick, Bridge-end, Gattonſide, and Newſtead, moſt of 
the inhabitants of which hold their poſſeſſions in feu, as do 
alſo the inhabitants of Eildon and Newtown, two villages 
| farther down the river, and of Blainſlie, a village on the 
weſt fide of Leader, at the north extremity of the e 


Son Agr iculture, and Produce; T ſoil is various. 
The ſouth end of the pariſh is moſtly a ſtrong clay, excel- 

lently adapted for wheat. The banks of the Tweed are a 
fine light dry ſoil, fit for all kinds of grain. On the north 
fide of the Tweed, the ſoil is of three kinds: I/, A light 


earth, mixed with ſand, upon a gravelly bottom; 2dly, A 


ſtrong clay upon a till, full of ſprings, and very wet; 
5 i F nd about 5 miles ſquare, the Ours your of 
terſ vert with a few ſmall fields of corn, F or its improve- 
ment it has been ſuggeſted, that the different proprietors 
| ſhould make large ſtrips of plantations, incloſed with 
ſtone fences, both to ſhelter the land, and to conſume the 
_ furface-ſtones which encumber it, and that the additional 
vent would amply compenſate the trouble and expence. 
Within theſe 30 years, the farmers have made vaſt pro- 
greſs in agriculture. Through their unremitting induſtry, a 
great quantity of ground, formerly covered with heath, 
broom, and furze, has been bared, and now produces excel- 
lent craps, or is converted into good paſture. The value 
of land has conſequently very much increaſed. A feu of 
ſeveral acres, purchaſed about 40 years ago at L. 10, was 
lately ſold at the advanced price of L. 150 Sterling.— The 
parith is ſuppoſed to produce double the quantity of grain 
chat it did about that time. The manure employed 35 
— 3 
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lime, mar}, and dung. The firſt of theſe, though diſtant 
20 miles, and from ſome places 25, is in general very muck 
uſed. As the land, owing to this diftance, and to the ad- 
yance in the price of cattle, wages of ſervants, &c. is im- 
proved at a great expence; the profit of the former ſcarce- 
ly bears a juſt proportion to the 1 of rent, and of e- 
very other article. 

The Engliſh plough drawn by 2 | horſes, has ſuperteded i the 
old heavy Scotch plongh drawn by 4 oxen and 2 horſes. 
The rotation of crops upon the clay land is fallow, ſucceeded 
by wheat ; peaſe, barley laid down with graſs and opened 
with oats. Upon the dry light land, it is fallow or turnip, 
barley laid down with graſs and opened with oats. The 
wheat is of an excellent quality; the barley good, though 
inferior to that of the lower parts of Roxburghlhire and 


| Berwickſhire; the oats in general produce, at an average, 


near 8 ſtone the boll, Linlithgow meaſure. Thoſe of Blainſ- 
lie have been long famed for ſeed. This muſt be owing to 


ſome peculiar coldneſs in the ſoil, and northerly or eafter- 


ly expoſure of the fields, which makes theſe oats agree with 


any ſoil and expoſure to which they are carried. There is | 


a great demand for them from England and different parts 
of Scotland, and they commonly fetch ſome ſhillings the 
boll above the ordinary price of ſeed oats. 

The pariſh contains 280 horſes, 1006 black cattle, 13,720 
theep. The black cattle are of a middling: ſize, and excellent 


for fattening ; in general, they do not exceed 60 ſtone when 


flaughtered. The ſheep are of a breed between the long 
white-faced humble ſheep, from the ſouth of Teviotdale, 
and the ſhort Highland kind. In ſmearing, to one pint of 
tar was formerly uſed only 21b. butter, but now 31b. and 


ſometimes 4 lb. by which, though leſs ſmearing materials 


are found neceſſary, the expence is greater; but in return, 
the F of the wool. is thereby increaſed, and the qua- 
lity 
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lity improven. This laſt effect is not acknowledged by 


ſome of the farmers. A change of breed is the moſt effec. 


tual method of improving the wool, and it muſt be frequent- 
Iy done to prevent the wool from degenerating again, like 

grain ſown often on the ſame ground. Some farmers al. 
lege, that the wool might be improved to a great extent, 
were they not prevented from making the attempt by the 
nature of the climate and paſture, as fine woolled ſheep are 

more tender in their conſtitutions than thoſe that are coarſe, 


they are leſs able to bear the ſeverity of the winter-ſtorms, 


and never thrive upon a wet paſture. From want of at- 
' tention to theſe circumſtances in attempts to improve the 

wool, confiderable loſs has been ſuſtained in this pariſh, 
As ſome paſtures, from their being wet or dry, expoſed 

or ſheltered, are adapted to ſheep of a hardy or a delicate 
_ conſtitution, this points out what quality of wool they can 
produce. By a few experiments on a ſmall icale, the in- 
| telligent farmer will eafily find out to what degree of im- 


provement he can bring his wool, with ſafety to his flock.— 
Allowing 100 fleeces to a pack, the pariſh produces in 1 year 
137g packs of wool, which ſells from 108. to 1 55. the 
ſtone. 

There are ſeveral orchards about Melroſe and the neigh- 
bourhood, and the gardeners raiſe a great many green and 
cabbage plants, which are carried to Clydeſdale, and even 
ſo far as Dumfries. The fruit and plants together, may, 
at an average, yield annually L. 300.— The valued rent of 


: the pariſh is L. 19 985: 4:6 Scots. 


Mansfuftures,——Melroſe has lag been famed for linens, 
named Melroſe land linens, for which commiſſions have 


been received from London and foreign countries. So far 


back as the year 1668, the weavers were incorporated un- 
der what is called a Seal of Cauſe, from John Earl of Had- 
3 | n. 


„„ 5 „ . 2 ,,c» 
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dington, ak « Led of the lordſhip, and bailie principal 
of the regality of Melrofe.” For ſeveral years paſt this 
trade has, from a variety of cauſes, been very much upon 
the decline. If ſomething does not occur to prevent it, 
Melroſe will in all probability ſoon loſe the name and 57. 
neſs, (as they themſelves expreſs it), of manufacturing 
theſe linens. Its importance to this place, and its rapid 
decline, will appear from the following ſtatement taken 
from the ſtampmaſter's yearly abſtract: From the iſt No- 
vember 1754 to ift November 1755, there were ſtamped 
33,2824 yards, valued at L. 255: 10: 115. In the 10 
ſucceeding years there was no great riſe or fall in the quan- 
tity and value of linens. From November 1764 to No- 
vember 1 765, there were ſtamped 32,3004 yards, value 
L. 2495 : 14 : 95. From November 1773 to November 
1774, 20,7892 yards, value L. 2051 : 16: 74. In the fol- 
lowing 10 years, the quantity was ſo far down as 17,792 
yards, value L. 184 5 12:4 Sterling ®, 

Vol. IX. Es, L A 


* The following are the cauſes to which this decline has been af. 
eribed: 1/7, The attention of the truſtees for manufactures, &c. has been 
principally directed, of late, to the encouragement of the woollen manu- 
facture through Scotland. In Galaſhiels, and that part of this pariſh | 
which is contiguous to it. they have laid out a conſiderable ſum in build- 
ings and machinery; and the manufacturers there have drawn annually, 
for ſeveral years, from L. 40 to L. J0 Sterling, in premiums. This has 
enabled them to give more to ſpinners, than the profits on linen can af- 
ford, and has, of courſe, diminiſhed the number of linen-ſpinners, and 
ſpoiled their hands for that employment. 24, Women-ſervants get ſo high 
wages, and are ſo much employed in out-work, that a ſuificient number 
of them cannot be procured to ſpin linen-yarn, though the price of ſpin- 
ning it has been conſiderably advanced. About 10 years ago, the prices 
were only, for ſpinning 4 Hanks yatn from 1 pound of lint, 1 8. 2 d.; for 
5 Banks. 1 s. 4 d.; for 6 hanks, 1 8. 8 d.; and for 7 hanks, 2s. The 
preſent prices are, ſor 4 banks, 1 8. ) d.; for 5 hanks, 1 8. 8 d.; for 6 
hanks, 28.; and for 7 banks, 2 8. 2 d.: n ſpinners get for 7 hanks, 
28. 4d. 34h, Since the A erican war, the price of Dutch flax has r, 
ly riſen, and the land here is s moſtly unfit for raiſing any. | 
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A for hints have been ſuggeſted by the principal mand- 
| W Antes for the recovery of this decaying trade. Theſe 


ſhall be given in their own words: Were the trutees to 


give encouragement to weavers by premiums and extras on 
well made pieces of linen, as was done through Scotland a. 
bout 40 years ago, it might have as good an effect as it had 
then, the tradeſmen being much better now than when | 


they began their prizes at the above period; and were en- 


couragement given alſo to young girls to ſpin properly, 


much might be expected. This could be done by employ- 


ing ſome ſpinning miſtreſſes in different little towns through 
the pariſh, and offering ſome prizes to the beſt ſpinners, in 
order to prompt the emulation of the ſcholars. Finally, 


were ſome attention paid by the proprietors to a decaying 


bleachfield, theſe things, and what elſe their wiſdom may 
ſuggeſt, might fill, through the bleſſing promiſed to the 
Ace, recover a falling back ſtate of buſineſs.” | 


In order to encourage this manufacture, the bleachfield men- 


tioned above was ſet on foot through the patriotic exertions of 
the Reverend Mr James Brown, late one of the miniſters ot 


Edinburgh, and previouſly miniſter of this pariſh. During 
his refidence at Melroſe, and for ſeveral years afterward, 


the bleaching buſineſs was carried on with conſiderable ſpi- 
rit and ſucceſs. For ſome time paſt it has declined. In 
dry ſeaſons, there is a great ſcarcity of water in the field, 


though abundance might be procured at no great expence. 
The buildings are old and in great diſrepair, and little is to 


be expected from the proprietors. The property is divided 


into a great many ſhares, ſo low as L. 5; fo that the pro- 


fits which might be derived from it are no ways adequate 


to ſtimulate the exertions of the proprietors, moſt of whom 
are in good circumſtances, and independent of this buſinets. 


| Beſides, no dividends of profits having been made among 


them for ſeveral years, they are little diſpoſed to be at 
55 5 1 much 
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nand mach expence in repairs and improvements on what they | 
Theſe already conſider as a dead ſtock. To carry on this buſi- 
ees to neſs with advantage, the field ſhould be let to an intelli- 
as on gent bleacher, or the property thrown into the hands of 
nd a. one or two proprietors who 1 find * account in _ 
t had perintending 4 | 
when | Of late, however, it is Gl; that owing to the good ma- 
re en- nagement of the preſent bleacher, the buſineſs has been up- 
Derly, on the increaſe. From his ſtatement, it appears, that in 
ploy- che year 1787 there were whitened 715 pieces of linen; 
rough in 1788—855; in 1789—917; in 1790—1202 ; in I991— 
rs, in 1232. This cloth does not all belong to the pariih, but is 
nally, taken in from different parts of the country. . 
aying The woollen manufacture has of late been making conſi- 
may derable progreſs, eſpecially in the neighbourhood of Gala- 


to the Bl ſhiels, for which ſee the Statiſtical Account of that pariſh, 


| Vol. II. p. 299. Befides what is done by them, there are 
men- WW manufactured annually in Gattonſide and Melroſe, at an a- 
ons of verage, about 282 ſtone of wool, the cloth of which may 
ers of WF yield about L. 1041. Since November 1791, ſeveral 
uring WF looms, both here and in the neighbouring pariſhes, have 
ward, been employed in weaving cottons. In addition to thoſe 
e ſpi- ¶ employed by the manufacturers near Galathiels, there are 
. In BY 80 looms in the pariſh; 20 of which are employed in 
weaving cotton, 30 in woollen, and 30 in linen-work. Du- 
ring the ſummer, when the demand is greateit, ſome of the 
woollen looms are employed in weaving linen; but as cot- 
ton is found both more cleanly and more profitable than 
either woollen or linen, it is probable, that thould the de- 
mand for it continue, the number of weavers employed 
in that line will gradually increaſe. 


3 &c.— This oariſh contains at preſent 2446 
inhabitants. According to Dr Webſter's report, the num- 
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i bers then were 2322. There are of theſe Burgher-Sece. 

0 | 4 ders 128; ; Anti-Burghers 151; Relief 53; Methodiſts 18; 

Wl in all 3 50 diſſenters. Beſides theſe ſectaries, ſome of the 

i different claſſes of Independents and Anabaptiſts mention. 

Wn ed in the Statiſtical Account of Galaſhiels, have, with their 

Wl manufactures, been imported into this pariſh. Mr Milne, 

i | in his deſcription of this pariſh, publiſhed in 174 3, makes that 
if the number of examinable perſons 1800. If he compre. Min 
. hended all above 10 years of age, the population muſt have Mme 
"I 5 | undergone. little alteration, but ſeems TR iP. have 1 In- ſide 
nt creaſed than diminiſhed *. cou 
1 The N clo 
1M „ nE 
„ | A ſtatement might be given of births, marriages, and burials, from _ 
1 our pariſh-regiſter, but it is very incomplete; becauſe the Seceders, con. 

bi j ſidering this as an appendage to the Eſtabliſhed Church, rather than an the 
; il | Inſtitution calculated to promote the civil intereſt of their poſterity, do his 
al iP not in general regiſtrate the names of their children; and, becauſe the ers 
i temptation to neglect this among the lower claſſes of people, has alſo been thi 
ö 4 increaſed by the late tax upon regiſtration. They think that the money ks 
' | required out of their ſcanty funds, for this purpoſe, is better employed in N 
1 providing againſt preſent wants, than in ſecuring a very diſtant, and per- pr 
Wh. haps uncertain, good to their poſterity, Nor can the marriage-regiſter pr 
. Fl be depended on, as there are many ir regular or (as they are commonly be 
1 called here) 0 'er-the-march marriages It is ſuſpected that certificates to be 
4 


this parpoſe, are ſometimes forged or antedated by the parties, in order 
to conceal a previous blunder that may have been committed. This prac- 
tice is alſo countenanced by ſome Epiſcopal Clergymen upon the border, 
who, for the ſake of the beggarly fee of office, marry all who apply to Fol 
them, without even requiring any evidence of the parties being legally v. 
entitled to this privilege. There have alſo been inſtances of Fiſcals in 
Royal Burghs, and of other Courts, ſummoning parties before a Juſtice of A 
the Peace, who, on their acknowledging a previqus marriage, (which per- * 
haps never took place), decerns them to pay a fine, and adjudges one half fc 
of it to the proſecutor, Certificates of regular proclamations have alſo 
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been produced, not only here, but in all the neighbouring pariſhes, from 6 
the Seſſion-clerks of Edinburgh, Canongate, and Weſt Church, in favour 9 
of people who were never two days reſident within their bounds; and on e 
ſuch certificates, many marriages bave been as This evil claims b 


the attention of the Legiſlature. 
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| The prevailing diſeaſes in the pariſh are conſumptions 
and rheumatiſms. The latter may be owing to the ſevere 
old to which the lower claſſes are expoſed during the win- 
er, from the vaſt expenſe of fuel, which cannot be uſed to 
ſach extent as is neceflary for their health and accommo- 
dation. Coal, their principal fuel, is diſtant a mile farther 
than lime, and ſells at gd. and 10d. the hundred weight in 
ſummer, and ſometimes higher in winter. The ague for- 
merly prevailed much, but for ſome years has greatly ſub- 
ſided. This may be owing to the improvement of the 
country by drains, and to the people's being better fed and 
clothed. —They are now getting above the prejudices a- 
gainſt inoculation. This happy diſcovery for the preſer- 
vation of mankind is more and more practiſed, and with 
the greateſt ſucceſs. The writer of this account, as well as 
his predeceſſors, has, in his intercourſe with the pariſhion- 
ers, laboured to obviate their ſcruples, and recommended 
the practice. Through ſuch perſuaſion, ſeveral children 
have been inoculated, whoſe parents have afterward ex- 
preſſed their gratitude. It is hoped, that in a ſhort time, a 
practice will become univerſal, which has been already 


begun, and through the blefling of God, will continue to 


be a mean of ſaving many intants from an * ated 


Religion, &c — Notwithſtanding the many religious ſefta- 
ries which exiſt here, a ſpirit of mutual forbearance pre- 
vails. That inveterate rancour, to which the diviſions 
in our church gave birth about 50 years ago, is now almoſt _ 
worn away through the friendly aid of time, the only cure 
for ſuch an evil. All parties are diſpoſed to live in peace, 
and to interchange the offices of good neighbourhood with 
one another. In ſo large a ſociety, as may be expected, 
exceptions muſt be made. In general, however, the peo- 
ple have always been diſtinguiſhed for their good ſenſe, 

ſobriety, | 
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ſobriety, and a decent and uniform attendance upon publi 
_ ordinances. Thoſe who adhere to the Eſtabliſhed Church 
are ſteady in their attachment to her principles and govern. 
ment, and are equally removed from a fiery bigotted eil 
— from a hema nu about Og e 


Stipend, School, debe Duke of Buccleugh is patron, 


The ſtipend, including L. 100 Scots for communion-ele. 
ments, is 48 bolls of victual, 2-3ds oat-· meal, and 1-3 beat, 


and L. 886: 13: 4 Scots. The glebe conſiſts of 4 Scots a 


cres, of the worſt land in the neighbourhood, lies at an in. | 


convenient diſtance from the manſe, and has always been 
reckoned by the different incumbents to be incapable «| 


= improvement, and ſcarcely worth the labouring. It i 
| hoped, that the heritors will ſoon fee the propriety of re. 


moving this inconvenience, in return for the many fertile 


fields thrown into their hands by the Preſbyterians at the 
Reformation, eſpecially as the miniſter receives only L. 20 


Scots for a graſs-glebe.— The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary, and o- 
ther emoluments, are about L. 20 yearly, beſides che fees 


of teaching in general near 89 ſcholars. He has allo 
commodious dwelling-houſe, and a tolerable garden. The 
| lated ſchool-fees are, the quarter, for Engliſh xs. 6d. ; for 


writing 28.; for writing and arithmetic 2s. 6d.; and for 


Latin 5s. For the accommodation of the highland part of 
the pariſh, Mr Robert Moffat, portioner of Threepwood, 
mortified, in the year 1759, the ſum of 1000 merks Scots, 


the intereſt of which is, in terms of the deed of mortifica- 
cation, applied towards the maintenance of a ſchoolmaſter 


in that quarter. 


Poor. — The poor are ſupported by a voluntary alſel- 
ment of heritors, moſt of whom are feuars, and by the pu- 
blic collections made at the church-doors upon Sundays, 

For 


m=j ÞAÞ4 f 


publi: 


hurch, 
Overn. 


1 [zeal 


)atron, | 


Don- ele. 


| bear | 


COts 3. 


an in. 


8 been 


ble d 


It's 
of re. 
fertile 
at the 
L. 20 
and o-. 
e fees 
allo 3 
The 
; for 
ad for 
art of 
wood, 
Scots, 
tifica· 
naſter 


alle 
e pu- 
days. 

For 


to the ſecrets of trade, be nearly aſcertained “. 


till forced by dire neceſſity. 


For this purpoſe, they e meet once every quarter, 


* with the kirk: ſeſſion, to confider the ſtate of the 
At ſuch meetings applications are made for ad- 


million to the charity- roll, and a weekly penſion, or a tem- 
porary ſupply, is granted. No plan that has been adopted 


or conceived can be more juſt or beneficial than the one 
adopted here. By the lower claſſes of people the lands are 
cultivated, and their value increaſed. To whom, there- 
fore, can they ſo naturally look for maintenance, when, 
through age or diſeaſe, they are unable to provide for 


themſelves, as to thoſe who may have reaped the fruits of 


their paſt induſtry, when in the vigour of their days, and 
favoured with health and ſtrength? As the non-refiding, 
as well as the refiding heritors, are ſubje& to this aſſeſſ- 
ment; and as it is impoſed according to the valuation of their 
reſpective properties, they are burdened only in proportion 
to their ſuppoſed advantages, from the paſt induſtry and ex- 
penditure of the poor. Upon the ſame principle, commerce 
might become an object of aſſeſſment, the value of which, 


(if not left to the capricious judgment of aſſuming ſuperi- 


ors, but to an equitable jury), might, without entering in- 


In 
*FTo prevent unneceſſary applications, none are admitted upon the roll, 
without firſt ſurrendering all their little effects, of which a regular in- 
ventory is taken; and which effects are, upon the pauper's deceaſe, but 
not ſooner, ſold for the benefit of the public. As their pride is generally 
intereſted to retain theſe effects as long as poſſible, few make application 
In caſes of temporary diſtreſs, however, 
and where there is no appearance of a continuing burden, ſupply is granted 
without this ſurrender. The weekly penſions are ſmall, and do not alto- 
gether ſuperſede the neceſſity of charitable aſſiſtance from friends and 
neighbours, This will appear from the following ſtatement : For the 
aſt 10 years, the average number of poor upon the roll, has been 148 


perſons ; the annual e of whoſe maintenance, has amounted to only 
L. $7; 
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founded about the end of the ſixth century. Bede * gives 
us an account of its ſituation on the bank of the Tweed] 
and likewiſe of its abbots. This place was a famous nurſery c 
for learned and religious men; and probably continued til 
the other one at the preſent Melroſe was founded by King 
David. The convent of on Melroſe was ingloſed with: 
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weekly collections. and allowed the other half to be diſtributed by the 
relief, they have now given up the whole collections, to be diſtributed b) 


the penſions of thoſe upon the heritors roll, if found neceſſary; and if the 


tioners for a temporary ſupply, to be relieved out of them. For theſe 
_ reaſons, there are no beggars in the pariſh, that nuiſance to ſociety, and 


lower ranks, who are leſs able to bear it. In no place, indeed, are the 


objects to a precarious ſubſiſtence, but ſecures for them a certain well- 


are as happy as their reduced circumſtances will admit. 
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In addition to the . valuable e * itted bj 


85 the Reverend Mr Thomſon, the preſent miniſter, it my flo 
not be improper to ſubjoin the following ſhort extract 
from a © Deſcription of the pariſh of Melroſe,” publiſnei i th. 
in 1 2 3, by the Reverend Mr * then * of tha th 
pari | 


Abbeys —The Monaſtery of Old Melroſe was probably Wl 


Rong 
1 4 $7, 55. 210til lately, "te 1 made a demand of one half of the 


kirk-ſefſion ; but conſidering that their terms of meeting are diſtant, and 
that a great deal of diftreſs might intervene, which would require inſtant 


the ſeſſion. Theſe collections are employed to meet the wants of ſuch 
as may, through diſeaſe, be reduced to a temporary poverty; to augment 


funds will admit, the heritors ſometimes recommend ſome of their peti- 


oppreſſion upon the public, particularly upon well-diſpoſed people in the 


poor better attended to, or ſupported at ſo ſmall an expence. Charity ( 
is here reduced to a regular ſyſtem of operation, which does not leave its 


regulated relief in the day of poverty and diſtreſs ; and the objects of it 


* The Vavenbla Bede was born A. b. 673. 


+ Bede's Hiſtory, IV. 27. 
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fone wall, reachin g from the ſouth corner to the weſt cor- 
ner of the Tweed, where the neck of land is narrow; and 
the foundations of the wall are till to be ſeen. 


I do not 
think there has been any great building about it - for as Bede 
acquaints us, their churches then were all of oak, and co- 
yered with reeds. The ſituation of the place is moſt plea- 
fant and agreeable, being almoſt ſurrounded by Tweed, 
and having a fine proſpect towards Gladſwood. . 
About a mile to the weſt of this on the Tweed, ſtands £ 
the village of Newſtead, a place remarkable for another 
abbey on the eaſt fide of it, called Red Abbey. ſteed. 
About half a mile from Newſtead, on the ſame ſouth 
fide of the Tweed, ſtands the preſent Abbey of Melroſe. It 
is famous for its monaſtery, which was very large and ſpa- 
cious, as appears from the ruins of it yet remaining; one 
of the moſt magnificent in the kingdom; and continues ſtill 
to be the admiration of ſtrangers, who, in reſpe& of the 
height and embelliſhment of its columns, with all kind of 
ſculpture, the beauty of its tones, and ſymmetry of its parts, 
reckon it one of the beſt of the Gothic ſtructures they have 


ſeen. It was founded by King David in 1136; dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary, and endowed with large revenues and ma- 


ny immunities, as appears by the charters granted to the ab- 
bot and convent, by our kings. The monks were Cilter- 
tians, and the monaſtery of Melroſe was a mother-church 
or nurſery for all of that order, in many various and remote 
regions of Scotland. | 
The church is built in the form of St John 8 7 The 
chancel, which is a very ſtately fabric, is ſtill ſtanding; . 
roof is very curious, and has much of the ſcripture hiſtory 
upon it. I have taken the meaſure of what is ſtanding of 
this church, although much of the weſt part is io entirely > 
demolithed, that we cannot know how far it has reached 
in that direction. Its juſt length is 2 58 feet; breadth 137, 3 
Vol. IX. M circumference 
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circumference about 943 height of the ſouth window 24, 
breadth 16; height of the eaſt window 34+, breadth 151; 
| height of the ſteeple 75; the ſpire gone. The eaſt window, 


at which was the great altar, is a beautiful ſtructure; con- 


fiſting of 4 pillars or bars, with a great deal of curious work 


between them; and on each ſide, a great number of niches 


for ſtatues. - On the top, an old man with a globe in his 
left hand, reſting on his knee, and a young man on his 


right; both in a fitting poſture, with an open crown over 


their heads. On the north and ſouth of this window, are 


two others of ſmaller dimenſions. The niches are curiouſ- 


ly carved, both the pedeſtals and canopies, and on which 
ſeveral figures of men and animals are curiouſly cut. On 
the ſouth-eaſt of this church are a great many muſicians 
admirably cut, with much pleaſantneſs and. gaiety in their 


countenances, accompanied with their various. inſtruments, 


Alſo nuns with their veils; ſome of whom richly dreſſed. 
The ſouth window is very much admired for its height 
and curious workmanſhip: Niches are on each ſide and a- 
bove it, where have been ſtatues of our Saviour and the 
| apoſtles, Beſides, there are many other figures on the eaſt, 
or on the weſt fide of this window: Monks curiouſly cut, 


with their beards, cowls and beads: A cripple on the back 


of a blind man: Several animals cut very nicely, as boars, 


greyhounds, lions, monkies and others. There are about 
68 niches in whole ſtanding ; the ſtatues were | only demo- 


liſhed about the 1649. 


So far, with reſpect to the lll of the church. With: 
in, on the north fide of the croſs are beautiful pillars, and 
the ſculpture as freſh as if it had been newly cut. On the 
weſt fide is a ſtatue of St Peter with a book open, his right 


hand on it, and two keys hanging on the left. On the 
fouth fide of this ſtatue, is that of St Paul with a ſword. In 
| the middle of the croſs ſtood the ſteeple, a piece of noble ar- 


3 chitecture, 
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chitefture, a quarter of it yet n but the foire ; 
gone. The roof of the ſouth fide of the croſs is till 
ſtanding, where is a beautiful ſtair-caſe, much admired by 
ſtrangers, the roof of it winding like a ſnail-cap. There 
was within the church a vaſt number of fonts curiouſly 
carved, and where were altars dedicated to various ſaints. 
In the portion of the church where worſhip is at preſent 
performed, are two rows of pillars of excellent workman- 
ſhip, eſpecially that to the ſouth-eaſt, which for the fine- - 
neſs of it, looks like Flander's lace. | 
With regard laſtly, to what was in part, or altogether, | 
ſeparated from the body of the church, there was a cloyſter 
on the north fide, a part of the walls of which is till re- 
maining; and where may be obſerved pleaſant walks and 
ſeats, with a great deal of fine flowers nicely cut as lilies, 
&c. allo ferns, grapes, houſe-leeks, eſcalops, fir-cones, &c. 
The door at the north entry of the church is curiouſly em- 
boſſed, and the foliage here, and in ſeveral places of the 
church, very beautiful. There were alſo here a vaſt many 
fine buildings within the convent, for the reſidence and ſer- 


vice of the abbot and monks, with gardens and other con- 


veniencies ; all this incloſed within an high wall, about a 
mile in circuit, Befides the high church, there has been a 
large fine chapel, where the manſe now is, and another houſe 
adjoining to it, where the foundations of the pillars are ſtill 
to be ſeen. On the north fide of this houſe, there has been 
a curious oratory or private chapel, the foundations of 
which have been diſcovered this year, and a large ciſtern 
of one ſtone, with a leaden pipe conveying the water to 
it. 55 


Camps, &c. A little to the ſouth of Melroſe are the 


three Eildon hills. The baſe of them may be in compaſs 
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6 or 7 * the height of two of them to the north about 
13 mile. On the top of the north-eaſt hill are plain vel. 
tiges of a Roman camp well fortified, with two foſſes and 
mounds of earth, more than 14 mile in circuit, with a large 
plain near the top of the hill, on which may be ſeen the 
pr etorium, or the general's quarter, ſurrounded with many 
| huts. It has all the properties of a well choſen camp, ac. 
cording to the rules of Vegetius. There is a large proſped 
from it of all the country; it has many ſprings of good 
water near it ; the fides of the hill have been covered with 
wood, and the camp is of that extent, that neither man, 

beaſt nor baggage could be ſtraitened for room. On the 
north fide of the middle hill, Mr Milne ſeems to place a 
ſecond camp, from which he ſays is a large ditch for 2 
miles to the weſt, reaching to another camp on the top of 

Caldſhielhill. This camp (probably he means, that on the 
north fide of the middle hill) has been ftrongly fortified 

with a double trench, and the circumvallations of it conti- 
nued for a good way. This camp, with that called Caſtle- 
ſteed, makes almoſt a triangle with the large camp on El 
don hills. 

To the 8. W. of Saks hills there has 8 beautiful 
military road, raiſed in ſome places high above the ground, 
and of a conſiderable breadth, with military ſtations in ſome 
places upon it. In ſome parts it is carried through lakes and 

- marſhes, and has had a communication with the camp at 
Caldſhiels, and likewiſe with another camp on the north 
fide of the Tweed called the Rink. 

On the head of the hill, on the fide of which the 1 

of Gattonſide is founded, north of the Tweed, there has 
been a large camp. It has a wall around it of ſtone, about 

half a mile in compaſs. About half a mile from this camp 
to the eaſt, on the top of the hill, oppoſite to Newſtead, 
| — | h there 


1 n — 8 
— - — . — — 
— 5 - - — 


1 
U 
15 

i J 
| 1 
9 6 
Ph 
"wy 
mn 
lt 
1 
11 
7 


7 
. 
1 
ar 
F 
'k 
> 
1 18 
1 
Wil 
„ 
0 . 
$1088 
1 t 1 
0 134 
\ 
; [ 


— 
— — — 
ho — — - 8 
— — — — b — 3 


there has been a - camp wh a 4 ditch. It fois 5 
to have been about 3 quarters of a mile in circumference, | 


and is called the Cheſter- Know or Knoll. 


Mr Milne deſcribes other camps, Deere of them large, 
and gives an account of other antiquitics and perticulees re- 


. to chis * 


NUM. 
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(Counry oF Rexearw, SyNoD oF Gi AND An, 
\ PRESBYTERY OF PAISLEY )- 


5 By the Rev. Mr THOMAS Brown. | 


Name, Extent, &c. 


T HE fituation ſeems to have given riſe to the name, 
1 which is partly Gaelic; Inner, by ſome called In 
ver, implies the mouth of a river, which agrees with the 
fituation of the church and village; immediately below 
which, the ſmall river Kip empties itſelf into the ſea, or 
frith of Clyde. This pariſh is bounded by the frith of 
Clyde upon the W. and N. In length, from E. to W. 
along the ſhore, it is 7 miles in a ſtraight line; but confi 
derably longer, if all the little bays were followed; in 
breadth, 6 miles. It was much more extenſive two cen- 

turies ago, comprehendin g then the two parithes of Gree- 
nock. 


Climate and $ unſace. From ſituation, the climate is ra- 
ther wet, and 2 rains are frequent and heavy; yet very 
healthy ; 


of Innerkih, of 


ealthy, by means of the ſea-air, which ſeldom allows ary 
fogs or noxious miſts to ſettle down, nor froſt and ſnow to 
ontinue long. By this the ſummer heat is alſo mode- 
rated to a very deſirable equality. The inhabitants are 
ſeldom viſited by epidemical diſtempers, or local diſeaſes. 
he rheumatiſm is indeed complained of, but not gene 


ff by the ſmall pox. An unconquerable averſion to in- | 
oculation, expoſes them at all ages to this diſeaſe, which 
is very fatal, when of a bad kind. Though there is no in- 
ſtance of remarkable longevity, yet there are many of con- 
fiderable age; it is not uncommon to ſee men and women 
ff 80 employed daily in their uſual labour; and one wo- 
man is conſiderably above go. The ſurface of the country, 
in general, is no leſs pleaſing to the eye, than the ſituation 
is conducive to health. From the ſhore to the S. E. is a 
gradual and irregular aſcent, beautifully varied with plains, 
gentle declivities, and eminences clothed with furze and 
droom, interſected by ſmall rivers or burns, which are ſome- 


Arn, 


name, 
d In 
th the 


below 


ater rich and fertile meadows. On one fide, ſurrounded 
ith lofty mountains, covered with heath; on the other, 
vaſned by the frith of Clyde, conſtantly crowded with the 
foreign and coaſting trade to and from Greenock; the 


ea, Of 
2p Avering ſummits of the Ifle of Arran terminate the view | 
o W. che S. W. 


Soil and Agriculture The ſoil upon the ſhore is li ght, 
Landy, and of quick vegetation ; farther in the country, it 
is a little wetter, and more inclined to a red gravel. The 

moor-grounds are covered with heath, and in ſome places 
afford moſs of a conſiderable depth. More than one half 
ff the pariſh is moor, and a great part of that a common 
divided; a conſiderable part natural meadow, and the 
remainder 


rally. Great numbers of children are ſometimes ſweeped 


imes loſt in deep glens, ſhaded with wood, and ſometimes 
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f remainder arable. But as no mnvaſuvernent has been tain b 
j how many acres are of each, cannot be conjectured. Fron 

7 the appearance of the country, it may be ſuppoſed that 

i more land was in tillage 50 years ago than at preſent, il © 
i Moſt part of the arable, and a great part of the low paſture ; 
| lands, are incloſed with good ſtone fences, which the pro. ; 
"7 7 prietor erects, on the tenant payin g 7% per cent. for out. 5 
ja laid money, and on condition he leaves them fencible x T 
it the end of his leaſe. Agriculture here has made but flow 4 
. | progreſs, and ſtill the improvement of land is little attended 

il to; perhaps for the following reaſons : The ſoil, which i e 
bp: light, will hardly bear the labour requiſite to clear it of , 
. weeds; and when put into a ſtate, from which a good crop : 
f mig be expected, it is eafily hurt by the ſeverity of dy 
ll | or wet weather. Allowing the crop to anſwer the expec 7 
| tation of the farmer, the price it brings, is ſeldom a ſuff- 5 
I cient compenſation for expenſe and labour; this is owing 4 
I to the immenſe quantity of grain imported into Greenock, b. 
* and from which port it is circulated through the country, o. 
it to a great diſtance, whereby it is kept lower than in mol 0 
li inland places Another thing which impedes agriculture, BW .. 
bi is, the farmer pays his rent much eaſier from his dairy . 
"i than his plough ; and for his encouragement, he finds th 
4 ready market, and good prices for all Kinds of produce, Wi tn 
4 grain excepted, in the town above mentioned. In order u ,. 
. favour this mode of farming, great part of the lands 10 


thrown into graſs; ſo much only is ploughed, as is bare dd 
ſufficient to ſupport the cattle through winter. The me. ». 
| thod of working land in general, is to reft it 3 or 4 years 

and plough it 2; ſeldom doing any more to it, than wha b. 

their cattle and manure do. The dung of the cattle is ſet tn 

in raifing bariey and potatoes, which are excellent in quali 

ty, and frequently confiderable in guantit y ; beſides tholt 

confumei i 3t 


Occober. 


| where there are no children, or not grown up. As the 


1 Inner xp. 1 97 


— in che pariſh, ame bolls are carried to 8 5 


nock. 1 95 4s. | * 
From this method of farming, thers « are ; fone exceptions 


among the tenants; and eſpecially 2 or 3 heritors, who do 
the lands they hold in their own hands great juſtice, and 
are well repaid. Excepting what is done by theſe, agri- 
culture is nearly in the ſame ſtate it was 50 years ago. Du- 
ring many years, the farms have been increaſing in extent, 
as well as in value, conſequently at preſent much dimi- 

niſhed in number. The number of acres in crop cannot 

well be known. If the ſeaſon be favourable for ploughing, 

the price of cattle, and the produce of the dairy low, more 
is thrown into crop than when theſe are otherwiſe. Crops, 
in general, are but very moderate, as may readily be ex- 
pected, from the manner of improving. and coniitt chiefly 

of oats and a little barley. Rye graſs has been introduced, 
but is not much followed after. The old Scots plough, 
drawn by 3 horſes, is moſtly in uſe. Ploughing commonly 
begins about the middle of March, ſowing the firſt week 
of April, reaping the end of September, or beginning of 
The farmer generally holds his own plough, 


tillage is not great, the produce is not nearly ſufficient for 
the inhabitants. Though there are few farms, if any, in 
the pariſh, that can be called ſtore farms, yet there are 50 
or 60 ſcores of ſheep; almoſt one half of theſe are allowed 
to range in the common moor, during ſummer, and come 
down to the low grounds in winter. If the price of lands 
be a proof of value, here they fall nothing below thoſe 
ſyſtematically improven ; when ſold, which is ſeldom, they 
bring from 40 to 50 years purchaſe, The valued rent of 
the pariſh is L. 3 7 Scots.“ | 
Vol. IX. N Population. — 
* Prices of Labour and Pro viſions. —The | expenſe of country labour is. 
* prefent almoſt double of what it was 30 years ago. This is not fo 
much. 
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_ Papalation—According | to Dr Webſter's 's report, the 

4 
number of ſouls was then 1590. It may be ſuppoſed, from 
ſeveral circumſtances, that the number of inhabitants in 


this pariſh has rather decreaſed. In almoſt every part of 
the pariſh ruins of dwelling-houſes are ſeen; and the ſmall 
farms which belonged to theſe, annexed to others. The 

_ villages, as might have been expected, have not much in- 
creaſed ; alſo moſt of the young men, having an inclination 
for a ſeafaring life, leave this place, and ſettle where they 
are employed. From theſe reaſons, it is to be conceived, 


that the inhabitants are not ſo numerous as formerly. 


From an account taken in the 1792, the number appegrs to 
be of families 344 ; of ſouls 1280. Of theſe, almoſt in each 
of the villages, Daff and Gourock, is 1-3d ; the other third 


in the country part. Males and females are nearly equal, 


There 


much owing to the increaſe of labour, as to the decreaſe of hands. Ever 
ſince ſmall farms and cottages became parts of larger poſſeſſions, the num- 


ber of hands, who work for hire, has diminiſhed. The effect of this was 
_ conſiderably felt formerly, but of late more ſenſibly. The country is now 
ſo much drained of its uſeful labourers, by the different manufactures, 


that the farmer can hardly either find ſervants, or afford the high wages. 
Any advance he has upon the different productions of his farm, with dif- 
ficulty balances the riſe of rents. A ploughman's wage is from L. g to 
L. 12, with victuals; a woman's, from L. 3 to L.4; a maſon's, 2 8. à car- 
penter or houſe-wright, 1 8. 8 d. a-day; a day-labourer, Is. 6 d. There 
are ſome both higher and lower than theſe. The neceflaries of life, that 
cannot be brought from a conſiderable diſtance, have greatly increaſed, 


| and are ftill increaſing, meal excepted. Oat-meal of this country produce, 


rates commonly from 11d. to 1s. 2 d. but ſeldom above 1s. the peck; 
beef, from 6s to 65. 6d. the ſtone ; mutton, from 5 d. to 64 d. the pound; 
freſh butter, from 10 d. to 1s. the pound; ſalt butter, 138. "the ſtone ; po- 
tatoes, at a medium, 6 d. a peck. White fiſh, haddocks, and cod, new 
taken, are fold at 1 d. the pound; ſalmon, 44 d. 
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There are ander 10 years of age, Tn,» 


Between 10 and 30, — — 326 
— zo and zo, — — 316 
50 and o. — 287 
jo and go, — — 49 
Ahn %,, ll ns 3. _ L 
ws. 


Among theſe, there are in the pariſh, of rope- . SY 


ners, and employed about that work, 3 49 
Weavers, — — 38 
Shoemakers,. = . 9 
Wrights, 5000000 nd Fs 4 
J „ 
—w.. 9 I 
- DRIES in herring-filhing, = So ” 2 
— in e * . 


Beſides theſe, ſeveral go out occaſionally to fiſh . 
haddocks, cod, &c. who are at other times otherwiſe em- 
ployed, —Births taken, at an average of 8 years, 27; 
deaths 23; marriages 9,—There is in the pariſh at preſent 
1 ſurgeon, | 5 13 


Stipend, School, Poor, Cc. — The ſtipend is 78 bolls of 
meal, and L. 350 Scots of money. The glebe conſiſts of 
4 acres, all arable, Neither ſtipend nor glebe have been 
augmented theſe 120 years. There are few Seceders in 
the pariſh. Beſides the pariſh- church, there is a place of 
worſhip in the village of Gourock. Mr Scott, the late 


miniſter, ſaw the inconveniency of the inhabitants in that 


part of the pariſh, and with much perſeverance got a houſe 
built by ſubſcription, which Rill remains under the direc- 
tion 


A 
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| tion of the darin miniſter. Sir Michael Stewart, Ba- 
ronet, of Blackhall, is patron.— The ſchoolmaſter's ſala. 
ry is 100 merks Scots; and the whole amount of his in- 
come, as teacher and ſeſſion-clerk, is about L. 16 a-year; 
for which he teaches Engliſh at 1 8. 4 d.; writing at 18. 
6 d.; arithmetic at 1 8. 8d. a-quarter. This, with his o- 
ther perquiſites and ſalary, amounts only to L. 16, and with 
this he maintains a numerous family. Beſides the paro- 
chial ſchool, there is one in the village of Gourock, where 
the teacher is ſupported by the wages, without either ſala. 
ry or houſe. Neither of theſe ſchools are ſo well attended 
as might be expected, from the number of inhabitants, and 
the eaſy terms on which education is got.— The poors 
funds are managed by the ſeſſion, and conſiſt of L. 400 
ſtock, beſides the weekly collections. Out of this, a little 
is allowed to about 34, who are on the roll, conſiſting of 
thoſe unable to work, and of thoſe incapable to earn what 
is ſufficient to maintain themſelves and families. They re- 
teive from 28. to 45. 6d. each a-month. Beſides this, 
twice a year the ſum of L. 8 or L.g is divided among the 
moſt needy, ſome of whom are not on the liſt. The poor 
live in their own houſes, and none are allowed to beg; but 
there are great numbers from other places. 


| Roads.—The public road, which runs through this pa- 
* Triſh, and leads to Irvine and Ayr, is kept in good repait 
by the ſtatute labour. John Shaw Stewart, Eſq; of Gree- 
nock, ſome years ago altered the line of that part which 
leads from this to Greenock, conſiſting of above 5 miles, and 
generouſly executed the whole at his own expenſe, which 
is of great utility to the county. It is probable, that this, 
with the croſs roads, which are very bad, will now be 
much better, by levying, at a certain rate, and applying 
the money raiſed under the direction of truſtees, agreeable 


— 2 


nc 


of Innerkip. 10 
to an act of Parliament obtained this year for that purpoſe. 
There are no tolls in the pariſh, and only one ferry acroſs 
the frith of Clyde, which is about $. _ bread, to Du- 
noon in n Argyleſhire. | | 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —There are 5 heritors, Sir 
Michael Stewart, Baronet, of Blackhall, John Shaw 
Stewart, Eſq; of Greenock, Duncan Darroch, Eſq; . of 
Gourock, John Wallace, Eſq; of Kelly, and Duncan 
Campbell, Eſq; of Langhouſe. Beſides theſe, there are 
a great number of ſmall feuars wo heritors only reſide. 
Sir Michael Stewart, whoſe reſidence is Ardgowan, is pro- 
prietor of the greateſt part of the pariſh. The houſe is de- 
lightfully ſituated upon the ſhore, about a mile from the 
church, and commands a moſt extenſive proſpect of the 
frith of Clyde. It is large, and built at different times, 
conſiſting of an old ſquare tower of great antiquity, and a 
modern dwelling-houſe, ſurrounded with a conſiderable 
quantity of plantations. The lands round it are well inclo- 
fed, and judiciouſly improved. The other reſiding heri- 
tor is Duncan Darroch, Eſq; whoſe reſidence is Gourock, 


| pleaſantly ſituated on a large bay.—There are two vil- 


lages, each of which contain about 1-3d of the inhabitants, 
as mentioned formerly. Daff, in the barony of Innerkip, 
Sir Michael Stewart's eſtate, ftands near the church, is di- 
llant from Greenock 55 miles, and from the village of Largs, 
9 miles on the other fide. The other village is Gourock, 
on Mr Darroch's eſtate. From fituation, this place is very 
convenient for trade, having ſufficient depth of water for 


vellels of any burden, and good ſhelter. In this village, a 


rope-work commenced in the 177%, and ſucceeds well. 


It employs at preſent 49 people, and manufactures about 
165 tons of hemp yearly. The walk is 200 fathoms long, 
dune half of which is covered with a ſlate roof. On the 

eee e outſide 
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outſide is a walk for white-work of the fas len gth—t; 


the neighbourhood of this village an attempt was made for 
coal ſome years ago, which, if ſucceſsful, would have been 
of great advantage to the country; but meeting with cop- 
per ore, the undertakers were diverted from their firſt ob. 
jet. This new diſcovery promiſed well both in richneſs 
and quantity; but being wrought by a Company, who 


were chiefly engaged in England, it was ſo managed as to 
defeat the expectation.—On Sir Michael's eſtate are 3 


mills, 2 for grinding corn, and. 1 for dreſſing flax. On Mr 
 Darroch's eſtate are 2, 1 for extracting oil from lintſeed, 
and the other for waſhing materials belonging to the rope- 
work Company.—There are 18 public-houſes, greateſt part 
of which might eaſily be wanted; however, it does not ap- 
pear that they are very hurtful to the morals of the peo- 


ple. Only 2 of theſe have a licence for all kinds of li. 


quors.— During the ſummer months, this place is much 


frequented for ſea-bathing; a number of houſes are kept 


55 moſtly furniſhed on purpoſe, and hired by families from 


Glaſgow, and other inland places, which is of great advan- 


tage to the inhabitants. The fiſh caught here, are the fame 
with thoſe round the weſt coaſt of Scotland; and there are 


no ſea-fowls, nor land-animals, ſo remarkable as to deſerve 


particular deſcription. —The inhabitants in general are in 


eaſy circumſtances, ſober and induſtrious. 
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PARISH or B F RK. S E, 


(CounTY AND SYNOD or ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY OF 
705 KINCARDIXE O'NIEL.) 


By the Rev. Mr JoskErn SMITH. 


Name, &c. 


HE ancient name of the pariſh is ſaid to have been 
1 Preſs, meaning in Gaelic a wood or thicket.” 
Great part of the pariſh was, and is ſtill covered with na- 

tural wood, ſuch as fir, birch, aſh, alder, mountain aſh, gean 
or black. cherry, holly, hazel, aipen, and ſome oaks, &c. 
Befides the natural wood, there are ſome [thouſand acres 
incloſed and planted with various foreſt trees, fir, birch, 
aſh, elm, beech, plane, horſe cheſnut, ſpruce, larix, and 
willows of all ſorts, &c. &c. all are in a thriving ſtate, and 
many of them already fit for uſe. The pariſh then takes 
its name from this circumſtance, namely, its having always 
produced a deal of fine wood. The name has been greatly 
corrupted. It ſeems to have been written Prei, then ; 
Breiſs, and this is inſcribed on the communion cups about 

2 century ago. In ſome writings it is called Bras, and 
now 
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now it obtains the name of Birſt.. The names of the great. 

er part of the places in the pariſh are evidently derived 
| from the Gaelic language; for example, Pre/beg, now Birſe. 
Beg. the little buſh;“ 1 now . „ the 
large W 825 


5 Extent ans S7tuation.—lts extent from E. to W. is about 


10 meaſured miles and, ineluding that range of the Gram. 
pian hills belonging to the pariſh; its extent from the ri. 
ver Dee on the N. towards the S. is in many places nothing 
leſs. It is indeed narrower towards the eaſt end of the pa- 
riſh, but by all who are tnoroughly acquainted with its ex- 
tent, it is deemed equal to a figure of 10 miles ſquare, 
The pariſh church is diſtant from Aberdeen, the neareſt 


poſt town, about 27 meaſured miles. It is the moſt ſou- 
| therly pariſh in the county of Aberdeen. With reſpect to 
the inhabited part of the pariſh, it may be divided into 


three large ftraths or diſtricts. The largeſt of which, in 
the ſouth-eaſt end of the pariſh is called Feugh/ide, (or vul- 
garly the Za/z/ide of the hill, meaning Corſe Dardar.) It 


has the Feugh running through it. It is about 3 miles 


long and 2 broad. The houſe of Finzean is in the north 
weſt corner of it, and being ſurrounded on the north and 
weſt by hills and woods, is remarkably ſheltered and plea- 
ſantly ſituated. Its name Fingean, is ſaid by thoſe con- 
verſant in the Gaelic language to be deſcriptive of its plea- 
ſant ſituation. The heritor has always reſided. Directly weſt 
on the banks of the Feugh, and among the Grampian hills 
is ſituated the Foreft or Glen Birſe, partly incloſed and cul- 
tivated, and partly in common for paſture. The middle 
ſtrath or diſtrict is called the Water, vulgarly the burn of 


Chattie, as that burn runs through it, It is about 4 miles 


long and x broad. On the ſouth of the burn is Midſtrath, 


and on the north Ballogie, formerly named Tillyſnaught. 
1 | | Both 
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Boch are aelightfully y fitanted, being beben with hills and 
woods. The proprietor of Midſtrath has not for ſome time | 
refided, conſequently the manfion-houſe is almoſt a ruin. - 
The houſe of Ballogie is fitted up with taſte by the pro- 
prietor, who refides. Ia its neighbourhood, and on the public 
road that paſſes through the pariſh trom E. to W. 1s the 
near little village of Marywell, where they are improving 
the fields, and building ncat ſmall houſes under the auſpices 


of Mr Innes the proprietor. Directly weſt on the banks 


of the Chattie is Glenchatt, partly cultivated, and partly 
ſet apart for paſture. The moſt northerly diſtrict is along 
the ſouth fide of the Dee; through at runs the burn of Birſe. 
In it is Balfour, where a ſmall heritor reſides. The church 
and manſe are there ſituated, very inconveniently for the 
greater part of the pariſh. This diftri& is about 2+ miles 
long, and 14 broad. It is vulgarly called the Six Towns. 


The whole pariſh is divided into what was called 24 towns; 


and in the opinion of ſome ſkilful men, each town may 
contain from 80 to 85 acres arable. Upon this ſuppoſition, 
there may be reckoned about 2000 acres and upwards un- 
der cultivation, excluſive of the Foreſt, where there are now 
120 acres and odds under cultivation. The number of 
acres under wood in the pariſh may be equal to the num- 
ber under cultivation. No trees, however, grow in what 
is called the Foreſt ; yet there is reaſon to believe, that it 
once produced a great deal of various ſorts, particularly hol- 
ly. In ſome old houſes in the pariſh, ſome wood that grew 
in the Foreſt ſtill remains; tradition ſays, that the remain- 
oa of the wood growing in the Foreſt was conſumed by 
The neareſt farm to the Foreſt 1s called Woodend. 

- ho pariſh belong in property, or at leaſt by ſervitude, 
four foreſts or glens; in all of which, probably wood has 
been produced, namely Glen-Birſe, Glen-Aven, Glenchatt, 
and Glenſleudrum. 
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Surface, Soil and Climate, The ſurface i 5 uneven, | bill, 
and even roc ky and mountainous. It is beautifully diver. 
: ſified with hill and dale, wood 404 water. Many ſpots in 
it are moſt delightful; they afford the pleaſures of a rural 
life in abundance, and ſuch as can reliſh theſe pleaſure 
muſt be highly delighted with the variegated appearance 
of the country. The ſoil is light and ſharp, ſandy in ſome 
places, in others a dark brown loam. It is moſtly on a 
hard and gravelliſh bottom. In a few places the bottom is 
inclined to clay; when juſtice is done to the ſoil, the pro- 
duce will ſufficiently reward the huſbandman for his labour 
and expenſe. The air is pure, and the climate temperate 
and healthy. On the banks of the Dee ſnow lies not ſo 
long as in ſome other places. There are no diſeaſes pecu- 
liar to the pariſh, Many of the inhabitants arrive at a good 
old age, as the population-table will evince. Some families 
ſeem to have their blood tainted with the ſcrofula; ſome 
complain of rheumatiſm (more frequently indeed than their 
forefathers), and a few young people die of conſumprions, 
In general, however, they are a blooming healthy race. 


Inoculation is practiſed a little with ſucceſs ; the lenfible 


2 of the people do not ſeem averſe from it. 


| Hills 0 Moſſes, Birds and Game, REY there are } 
ſtraths or diſtricts of which the pariſh is made up, ſo there 
are 3 large ridges of hills taking their riſe towards the ri- 
ver Dee, and running in a S. W. direction till they termi- 
nate in the heart of the Grampians, of which indeed they are 
a part. Peter-hill, the White-hill, and Mulbrax, are in the 
ſouth ridge.—The Ords, the Shooting- greens, (over which 
the great road leading from the river Dee to the Cairn 
o' Mount paſſes); Tomcairn, Corſe- Dardar, (over which 
the public road from E. to W. paſſes); hills of Midftrath 
and Arntilly, Lamachip, and Brackenitaik, are in the mid 
ach, en 5 ale 


8 


die ridge. The moſt northerly ridge takes its riſe at Inch - 

bair, and terminates at Cairnferg. On the W. of the pa- 
riſh are the hills of Birſemore, Deuchry, and Mount Ga- 
niach, which is the higheſt hill in the pariſh. Indeed, 
Mount Battach, or the north ſide of it, is claimed as belong- 
ing to Birſe. Its height by Garden's map of the county of 
Kincardine, is 1150 yards above the level of the ſea. 
Mount Battach is conſiderably higher than Mount Ganiach, 
which is conjectured to be about 1000 above the level of 
the ſea, Peter hill and Mulbrax are next in height to 
Mount Ganiach, and may be rated at goo yards. Cairn- 
ferg, which is a remarkably conſpicuous conical mount, 
may be about 700 yards. The reſt of the hills fall gra- 
dually lower in their reſpective ridges northward and eaſt- 
ward, till the ridge enteis the pariſh of Strachan, or term1- 
nates at the river Dee. There has been no map or diſtinct 
meaſurement ot this pariſh. The height of the hills cannot 


therefore be exactly ſpecified. In Garden's map, the ſitua- 


tion of part of this pariſh may be ſeen. All the hills are 
rocky and covered with heath, interſperſed with paſture, 
ſtraths and green vallies. There on the Grampian hills 
our frugal ſwains do literally feed their flocks. The hills 
produce a variety of herbs, the names and virtues of which 
we cannot pretend to ſpecify ; alſo many ſorts of berries, 
the blue berry, cranberry, cloudberry ; in rocky places, 
the bramble, raſp, and ſtrawberry of a fmall fize. The 
hills alſo abound with moſs ; it is indeed inexhauſtible, but 
of difficult acceſs. In the moſſes ſituated in the lower 
grounds of the pariſh are dug up the remains of old oaks, 
which appear to have been of a prodigious fize. In the 
hill moſſes the fir is found, commonly the root, and ſome- 
times the whole tree, as freſh as if fallen yeſterday, al- 
though it has been buried hundreds, perhaps thouſands of 


Years, The oaks are not quite ſo freſh, The hills alſo a- 
| bound 
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bound with game of all ſorts, and upon the · return of every 
ſhooting ſeaſon, the keen and active ſportſman frequents our 
pariſh, to enjoy upon our hills and moors his favourite 2. 


5 muſement *. 


wha and Rivers, ©c.—No ſpring or well in the parif 
has acquired fame from its medicinal virtue, yet ſome mi. 
neral ſprings are to be found, and have been reſorted to by 
ſeveral of the inhabitants on account of ſcrofulous, gra- 
velliſh or ſtomachic complaints. On Mount Ganiach there 
is a well called St Com's well, in honour, probably of the 
celebrated ſaint of Icolumkil; but concerning this well 
there 15 no tradition, The pariſh abounds with fine ſprings 


Or 


In a country ſo hilly, rocky, and woody as this pariſh, there is ſuch 2 
variety of the feathered tribe, as renders it difficult to know the proper 
names of them all. Among the reſident birds, may be reckoned eagles 

or earns, (now rare), hawks of all kinds, gledes, owls of all kinds, moor- 
fowl, blackcock, ptarmagan, partridge, heron, wild-duck, teal, ſhell. 
drake, magpie, raven, crow, jackdaw, the wood-pigeon, the fieldfare, ſky- 
lark, wood-lark, the bountain, goldfinch, the chaffinch, the wren and 
golden creſted wt , the ſparrow, redbreaſt, woodpeckers of the larger 
and leſſer kinds, thruſh, ſtarling, ſnipe, ouzel, bat, tomtit, common and 
green linnet, yellow-hammer, blackbird, and the wader, a bird frequent. 
ing running water, and many others. The migratory birds are, the wood- 
cock, ſea-magpie, Iſwallow, martin, bullfinch, cuckoo, wagtail, ſtone- 
chatter, ſand-lark, red-ſhank, land-rail, dotterel, king”s-fiſher, grey and 
green plover, &c. The bullfinch, wood-lark, golden-creſted wren, and 
ſome ſay the ſparrow, have only appeared within theſe 20 years. In wit- 
ter, the ſnow-birds reſort in flocks to the cultivated parts of the. pariſh, 
and diſappear as the year revolves, and the. weather turns mild.—The 
quadrupeds, beſides domeſtic animals, are the red and roe deer. Theſe 
abound in our plantations, where the hind calves, and brings up her 
young. Theſe are troubleſome to the huſbandmen. Beſides the com- 
mon hare, we have the mountain-hare, in winter, white as ſnow ; alſo the 
fox, badger, otter, pole-cat, martin, weaſel, and ermine. The wolf, 
when in Scotland, had viſited our mountains ; for, towards the weſt end 


of the pariſh, there is a place in the Grampians, ſtill known by the name 
of the Woltf-Holm. 


1 „ — — ww , 


e 
ar wells; and beſides, the ſtreams and rivulets iſſuing from 
them, it is watered by the Dee on the north; the Aven 
towards the ſouth ; the Feugh, the water or burn of Chat- 
tie, and the burn of Birſe, running through the three 
ſtraths of the pariſh. The Dee abounds with excellent ſal- 
mon, grilſe, ſea trout, ſterlings (here called dowbrecks,) 
trout and parr, with ſome pikes and freſh water flounders 
with finnicks. Dee is ſaid to produce pearl ſhells, but 
pearls have rarely been found. Feugh is the moſt conſi- 
derable river. It alſo produces ſalmon, and molt of the 
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forts of fiſh above mentioned. It would abound with them 


all, were they not ſtopped by a conſiderable water-fall near 
its influx into the Dee, oppoſite to Banchoryternan, and 
which prevents the ſalmon from getting up unleſs when 
the river is flooded. The Feugh receives Aven before it 


| leaves the pariſh of Birſe and the Dee, when running through 


the pariſh of Strachar; it is a very rapid river, and often 
overflows its banks. The A ven, the Chattie and the burn of 
Birſe, abound with trout of all ſorts, alſo eels. No rivers 
or rivulets afford the angler better ſport than theſe *. 


Agriculture and Produce. —It muſt be confeſſed that a- 
griculture in this country is rather in an imperfect ſtate z 
many of the people continue rivetted in their prejudices a- 
gainſt the modern improvements in huſbandry. All, how- 

. ever, 


* Towards the ſpawning ſeaſon, ſalmon grilſe, and ſea-trout, come up 
in great numbers into the rivers and burns, and even into the branches of | 
them. The ſpawning ſeaſon is thought to be from the middle of Octo- 
ber to the end of November; during which time fiſhing, which, by the 
by, is always with the rod or ſpear, 1s prohibited. We have, however, a 
ſpecies of ſalmon, called by the country people candavaigs, that frequently 
do not ſpawn before the month of April or May; theſe, therefore, are in 
perfection when the others are not. They are groſſer for their length 

man the common ſalmon, and often (of a large ſize) upwards of 20 or 30 
Found weight, They are ſaid to come from the coaſts of Norway. 
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ever, muſt allow, that theſe improvements have commence 
in this pariſh, and that ſome of the tenants have done more ted; 

in the way of farming to purpoſe, than many of their neigh. lime 
bours in ſeveral places around. Several have upon their po. 
ſeſſion a ſmall limekiln; they pure naſe the limeſtone at ſme Mt 2 

of the quarries in the pariſh, and burn it with peat, mixed ee. 
often with wood, or even with ſome coals from Aberdeen. 
Ihe lime they lay upon the grounds has much effect. Some 
however aver, that to lime their ground is to no purpoſe, mg 


as, ſay they, it has no effect, becauſe the ground is on lime. . 

ſtone : Whether this be a juſt remark, or only an «excuſe wit 

for indolence, is left to the ſkilful farmer to decide; where IM 5* 

a ſufficient quantity of lime 1s allowed, it cannot fail to en- tak 

ſure a crop. Seventy bolls of Midſtrath lime flacked, and Sti! 

each boll containing three corn firlots, will be ſufficient for of 

the worſt outfield in the pariſh. When bought at Mid- par 

ſtrath, each boll coſts 18. 4d. which indeed is very high; _e 

but even at that price little can be burned for ſale, as fuel ey 

is at ſo great a diſtance. The limeſtone 1s inexhauſtible, {on 

and the lime of aa excellent quality. Some are cleaning 5 

their ground, by fallowing, by a little green cropping, and bl 

by laying it down with artificial graſſes, others are going of 

| on in taking 2 or 3 ſucceſſive crops of oats, and 1 of bear, 1 
= (hen they give the ground a little dung), without allow. 5 
| ” ing ſome portions of their ground any reſt in a century. 63 
Indeed when the poorer ſort of it is completely exhauſted A 

by ſucceſſive crops, they muſt let it reſt; but for years it 1 A 

almoſt uſeleſs. Some are going on with ſpirit, incloſing Fg 

and clearing their ground of ſtones. Others are throwing 2 

every impediment in the way of the improver, by tramp- 95 

ling down the fences, and by not only ne glecting to remove 1 


the ſtones from their fields, but even by alleging, that the 0! 
ſtones are beneficial to the ſoil, and tend to nouriſh the | 


a 
crop. In the eaſt end of the pariſh, where liming is chief- P 


If 
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jy attended to, it is thought a capital blunder is commit- 
ted; for the following is the plan they have adopted. They 
lime, and often at the ſame time, dung part of the worſt of | 
their farm (outfield). They take two ſucceſſive crops of 
oats, the effect of the lime for the firſt crop is not very per- 
ceptible, the ſecond crop 1s excellent. Bear 15 ſown for 
the third crop, and he who did not lay on the dung with 
the lime, now does it. This crop amply repays the ex- 
penſe. It is now humbly ſubmitted to the ſkilful impro- 
ver. whether they ought not with this crop to ſow it out 
with artificial graſſes; if they did ſo, they would keep the 
ground in heart; but inſtcad of doing ſo, the greater part 


take other two crops of oats. Theſe they have very good. 


Still by this plan, however, and by taking ſo many crops = 
of oats, they exhauſt the ground to a great degree. Any 
part of their infield which they have cleaned, and had un- 


der green crop, they generally lay down with graſſes, and 


to encourage them to this laudable practice, Mr Farquhar- 
ſon of Finzean, preſented ſeveral of his tenants with ſome 
quantity of graſs ſeeds laſt ſpring „the like had been done 
by Mr Gerard of Midftrath, in a former year. The dif- 
tinction of outfield and infield ought as much as poſſible 
to be laid aſide, and equal juſtice ſhould be done to the 


| whole farm, be it ſmall or great. Winter herding ought : 


to be practiſed; but to this, they who are leaſt induſtrious, 

and have leaſt to care for, are, as may be expected, moſt a- 
verſe. The number of acres under cultivation cannot be 
eafily aſcertained, they are already rated at about 2200, 
more might be improved, and certainly have been arable 8 


on the hills and moors. Indeed, there might be an addi- 


tion of ſeveral hundred acres by trenching the baulks or 
waſte ſlips of ground that in many farms do ſtill abound. 
Of the above number of acres, we may reckon one- ſixth 
part in lee or natural graſs. A ſmall proportion is annually 
"I 
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in green crop, not above 30 acres, with the like numbe 
| fown out with artificial graſſes, crop 1791, independent d 
the farms in the particular poſſeſſion of the principal reſiding 
heritors, Finzean and Ball ogie. Theſe farms are co. 
ſiderably improved, and have been for ſome years in 
graſs. The preſent proprietors, who lately came to the 


polleſſion.of their reſpective eſtates, are now beginning 6 , 
put them under crop; and Mr Innes of Ballogie take fs 
the lead in improvements in the pariſh. The number of mo 

acres mentioned above, in green crop, and laid out in graß - 
is excluſive of the heritors farms, which were only be. c 
gun to be cropped laſt year. It is alfo but doing the te. 1 
nants juſtice, to mention, that in crop 1792 they had dou: . 


bled the number of acres under green crop, &c. This ci. 
_ cumſtance marks our ſmall, but rapid progreſs of improve. * 


ment. Oats and bear are the principal part of each crop. Ws 
Some peaſe, and a little rye, are alſo produced. Potator: 5 
are not raiſed for ſale, being at a diſtance from any market Fig 
town; but abundance of them are raiſed for the uſe of the i 
inhabitants, and the ſoil produces them remarkably good. : 
The grain is of an excellent quality, the oats yielding more 
meal, and the bear more ſpirit, than grain produced from by 

a deeper foil. In the pariſh a little flax is raiſed ; and a 

the ſoil ſeems to agree with it, a greater quantity will now 
be raifed than formerly, when no lint mill was in all this 
country. The Earl of Aboyne has remedied this incon- W *® 
venience by erecting one in 1791, in the pariſh of Coul, D 
few miles to the north of this pariſh. It will greatly ac- ö 
commodate the country, and has conſtant employment al- f 
ready. The pariſh can well ſupply itſelf with proviſions; R 
no wheat indeed is produced, but the people here ordinari- n 
ly uſe cakes of oat- meal. The lands are rarely let by the h 
acre, a cumulus rent is taken for the whole farm, large ot x 
{mall. Some of the land is let at the rate of 15 8. or 165. | 


amber the FREY in general 10s. and indeed ſome of it dear e- 
ent of nough in its preſent ſtate of 2s. but capable of improve 
-liding ment. The higheſt rent paid by one tenant is about L. 60. 


| The current rents of the poſſeſſions are from L. 10 to L. 20, 
and ſome as low as from L. 3 to L. 5. 
Beſides grain, the pariſh produces a Abl of wood which: 


N it exports. Numbers of black cattle and theep are an- . 
iy ; nually ſold, and taken from our hills and put upon rich 
"= paſture ; they turn out to great account. Black cattle fetch 
ral 2 | | | 
8 Y from L. 2 to L. 7. Sheep are worth from L. 4 to L. 12 the 
8 ſcore, ſome few ſell at 148. each. Horſes are worth from 
| do 1. 5 to L. 15; and ſome few from L. 15 to L. 25. Some 
=o of them alſo are reared in the pariſh. It is famous allo for 

s cit. f 5 
1 producing honey of great richneſs and flavour. In a fa- 
8 vourable year a good deal is exported. Two men in the 
*. Six Towns exported 100 pints each, in ſummer and autumn _ 
1 1791. The pint conſiſts of 5 lbs. Amſterdam, and ſells 
f the from 28. 6d. to 48. 2d. A little butter and cheeſe is alſo 
* exported. In ſeveral gardens in the pariſh, there is a 
oh good number of fruit trees bearing fruit. The crop of 
80 apples on one tree in the garden of Midſtrath ſold once for 
4 = to guinea, The garden of OT being fenced both by 
Vor. IX. 5 * nature 
| now | | | | * | 
1 this All the tenants plough their grounds, ſome with horſes, ſome with 
ncon- oxen, and ſome with horſes and black-cattle united, and all harneſſed af- 
oul, a ter the manner of horſes. By many the old Scots plough is {till uſed. and 
Ws aniwers beſt in rough ſtony ground. The better ſort, and the active te- 
7 nant, who has improved his farm a little, have procured ploughs of the new 
nt al- form. Seed time begins about the middle of March, harveſt about the 
ions; firſt of September. Indeed, for ſeveral years paſt, both have been much 
nari- later, owing to the cold and uncommonly rainy ſeaſons. On the eſtate of 
v the Ballogie, Mr Forbes, the late proprietor, found, and uſed as a manure, a 
* kind of marl, with ſome effect. The death of the heritor prevented the 
ge Of working of it for any time. The preſent proprietor intends to try it a- 
165, gain. There is of it, of a reddiſh, bluiſh, and whitiſh colour. How: it 


the vil turn out, time only will EVINCE, 
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nature and art from every noxious blaſt, produces apples in 
ſize and flavour equal perhaps to any in Scotland. Wool, 
and ſome coarſe woollen cloth manufactured in the pariſh, i 
_ alſo exported. Real white wool can hardly be obtained, 
ſince the introduction of the black-faced ſheep, where wool 
is neither ſo fine nor ſo white as that of the ſmall breed, 
which formerly did more abound. This article ſhall be 
concluded by mentioning, that the Kincardine and Alford 
farming ſociety have offered premiums for the beſt fleece of 
| wool; alſo for an acre of outfield, upon which 50 bolls 
{lacked lime is laid; alſo for an acre under green crop, and 
laid out next year with artificial graſſes, all within their 
diſtrict; they have judged well in offering ſmall premium; 
for one acre, as this will tend to excite emulation among 
the tenants, even of the leaſt poſſeſhons, The Society 
:Þ deſerve well of their country 455 | 


| Property 


* Prices of Labour, Wages, &c.—The price of labour is greatly in- 
creaſed, from what it was. There are living in the pariſh two old men, 
(tenants), who, in their younger days, were ſervants, the one at 20 8. and 
the other at 30 s. a-year. For young men to do the ſame work now, 
there muſt be paid from I.. 4 to L. 5, and from L. 5 to L. 6, with their en. 
tertainment, in which they are moſt extravagant, often requiring better 

entertainnzMt than the tenant can afford to himſelf. Women ſervants 
have from L. 2 to L. 2, 10s. ; and a few houſe ſervants, L. 3; herd-boys, 
from 12 8. to 20 8. for the ſummer half- year. When the children of the 
tenant grow up, he employs them. This is his firſt relief. Before, he was 
much at the mercy of mercileis menials. A day-labourer, of whom we 
have few, gets 6 d. and victuals, at ſome work he requires more; for in 
_ harveſt, he gets 1s. and upwards; a wright, $ d. and lately 10d.; 
tailor, 64. and victuals; a. maſon, from 1s. 6d. to 1 s. 9 d. W W 
victuals. The blackſmith works by the piece, and is very extravagant in 
his demand. The weaver aſks 27 d. or 3d. for what was formerly done 
at 1 d. the ell. Shoes are at an exorbitant rate, triple of what they were 

30 years ago. The poorer ſort have much ado to purchaſe that neceſluy 

article. The women of the pariſh are chiefly employed in tle knitting of 

fockings, or ſpinning of lint-yarn. By the former they earn, when work. 
| | | — 


ing 
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Property and V. alued Rent.—The landed property of the 


pariſh (which was church-lands) has undergone ſeveral _ 


changes. Gordon of Cluny was once proprietor of up- 
wards of two-thirds of the pariſh. From time to time he 
ſold a town, or a part of a town, as a purchaſer offered, 
and as he had occaſion for money. This gave riſe to a 
eur number of e in A rill at t laſt the pariſh 
| | came 


ing on their own account, 1 8. 8 d. or 2 8. the week; by the latter, a little 
more. If working on account of a maſter, they often earn leſs. At three 
ſtations in the pariſh, wool is given out, and the ſtockings taken in, 
monthly, by the Aberdeen manufacturers, or their ſervants. At ſeveral 
ſtations, lint is given out, and the yarn received, by one appointed by the 
manufacturer. In all forts of weather, the hoſier keeps his day punctual- 
ly, and the poor are ſure of what they have earned. By the induſtry of 
the wife and his own labour, if in health, the cottager is enabled to bring 
up his family; and many ative women, either by the above employ- _ 
ments, or by making, during the ſummer, a piece of coarſe woollen cloth 
for ſale, greatly aid their huſbands in making up the rent of their poſſeſ- 
ſions. The eſtabliſhment of theſe factories, as the country people call 
them, have deen a great Near to the Oy in ern. | 


Price of Proviſions —This is much regulated by the Aberdeen mar- 
ket. When meal, upon which the people chiefly ſubſiſt, is low priced 
there, it ſoon becomes ſo here. Grain, in general, is double the price of 
what it was 30 years ago. During the years 1792 and 1794, meal fold 
from 13s. to 178. the boll; (9 ſtone Amſterdam is often given for the 
boll) ; bear, from 15s. to 10 s. the boll. Beef and mutton are ſometimes 
purchaſed from the Aberdeen mariet, and ſometimes procured by feeding 
at home. After counting every coſt, we have meat cheaper, than when 
brought from Aberdeen. Butter ſells from 6 d. to 8 d. the pound; cheeſe, 
from 5 8. to 6 8. the ſtone. The pound here conſiſts Lo 28 ounces Avoir- 
dupois. Eggs. formerly at 1 d. the 14, now ſell at 14 d. and 2 d. the 12 

a Chicken, 2 d. and a hen from 6 d. to 8 d.; ſalmon, in its ſeaſon, about | 
3d. the pound; any other ſort of fiſh is Sue and dear. The nece ſaries 
of life are at leaſt one half dearer, and articles of luxury more than double, 
within theſe 40 years. This is a circumſtance greatly againſt ſuch as 
have ſtationary livings. It mutt be confeſſed, that what were articles of 
luxury in our hardy forefathers day, are now become articles that are 
reckoned neceſſaries, as tea. | 


_ 
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came into che wd of 1 a few, Y that there are now only 
fix heritors and the church ſeſſion. 

and the church-ſeſſion have a very ſmall property. Land 
has ſold from 25 to 30 years purchaſe. 
the eftate often enhances its value. 


Two of the heritors 


The wood upon 
The valued rent is in 
Two of the | ome bers 
tory, and one {mall heritor reſide. : 


8 3 to Dr Webſter's 'E report, the 
number of fouls was then 1126. At the end of the year 
1791, by an accurate ſurvey, the population was as follows: 


Individuals 125 3 
e 007 
Females, 1 5 
Wiesen, 21 
JJ 
Unmarried m. above 20, 121 


—— w. above 18, 167 
m. above 50, 5 


w. above 5o, 13 


| Born out of the paryh, 285 


Of the Eſtabl. Church, 1181 
- Roman Catholics, 60 
- Epiſcopalians, 12 


Under 10 years of age, 324 


From 10 to 2, 241 
20 to 30, — 192 
— ot 40, 1 
— 40 to 50, 140 
— 50 to 60, f | 84 
— 6c to jo, 86 
— 70 to 8, - 34 
— do to 9go. 8 


Aged 96, - 


At the reputed age of | 0 


100 and voy 


* 
- 


2 


No: accurate iner of bap- 
tiſms has been kept ſince 
the commencement of the 
odious baptiſm-tax. From 


the incumbent's private 
liſt for 3 years after Sept. 
2. 1789, when he was or. 


dained miniſter here, there 
were 120 baptiſms. Mar- 
riages from ſaid liſt 8 year- 
ly. No burial regiſter was 
ever kept. It is conjectu- 
red there may be 24 or 2 


yearly. 


Houſes and families, 


273 
Oi 


213 


Of 


of Birſe. 


Of theſe there are heritors 


reſiding and farming, RY 


Tenants, - | 5 9 112 
Small ſubtenants, 72 5 
Smaller ſubtenants, 83 


Families of the miniſter 
and the two ſchool- 
maſters, | * 


As above, 


36 VF 

„ 1 

34 — of 4. 136 
27 —— of 5 135 
37 — of 6, 222 

1 — 07, „„ 

20 — of 8, 160 
11 — of q, — 99 

6 —— of Io, a. Pe 

2 —— of 12, — 44 

2 —— of 13, - 26 
I — 


Sum total as above, 


or nearly 45 to a family. 


Among the tenants, and e- 


ſpecially the ſubtenants, 
are included all the mecha- 


— . 


1253 
Which Is, at an average, 433, 


117 
nics or aden which 


next ſhall be ſpecified by 
themſelves as follows: 


Wrights and coopers, and + 
5 apprentices, = 18 5 


Sawers and wrights, 4 
Maſons, £554 
Slaters, - EE oY 5 
5 
4 


Quarriers of limeſtone, 


273 


Merchants or retailers, | 


15 „ Travelling pedlars, 
Of theſe families there are 
38 confiſt. of 1 individual, 38 


Weavers, and 4 apprent. 10 
Tailors, and 3 apprent. 10 


Shoemakers, e 5 


Blackſmiths, and 1 appr. 5 
Meal miller s 6 


Gardeners, and 1 apprent. 3 


Ferryman at Inchbair, 1 
Sheriff-officers, „ Q 


. Day-labourers, — 12 


Men ſerv. above 18 years, 56 


Female ditto, ditto, 55 
Houſe or family ſervants, | 


about 2 * 8 


None of the tenants own 


children are numbered a- 
mong the ſervants, though 
they often do the work of ; 
the farm. 


There are in the pariſh, 
'3 large lime kilns and quar- 
ries. 


32 


* 
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32 fall lime kilns on the Acfore Fine: 
* poſſeſſion of the tenants, 1 . 
and even ſubtenantss Bee-hives kept through the 


Two-thirds of theſe are on winter of 1791 and ! 1790 l 
Finzean's eſtate, for 8 ee 300 L. 50 
multure is not paid N in In a favourable year (for The 

1 kind, but converted. T 792 was the reverſe), merk. 
TO Ploaghs, of ſome lore” or o- theſe might produce from nada, 

ther, 120 400 to 600 more during 1 
Carts, about —— 150 the next ſummer; and lent Cc 


40 years ago there was not moſt of theſe be export 


Horſes, ſome of them of * No waggons,—No chaiſe 


year: old,” = gag: or carriages at preſent: of t 
Black e do. do. 1539 formerly there uſed to be oro 
- "Sheep, -: 6330 two carriage. cloth 

| Goats, about +: 150 . x for t 

: | De that 


Church, Stipend, &c.—The King is patron. The church Ml ſom: 
was built in 1779, at a conſiderable expenſe, and is a moſt mot. 
ſubſtantial and commodious edifice, ſuperior to moſt, and Ml tot 
inferior to few places of worſhip in the country. The ti- WM the! 
pend is L. 50 money, 16 bolls of meal, at 9 ftone;s Ml «it! 
bolls of bear, with L. 2: 15 : 68, communion-element W poo 
money. The glebe is ſcarcely legal; but part of it, parti- ny 
cularly the garden, is valuable. The incumbent is accom- doy 
 modated with a farm, otherwiſe the glebe and offices would inf 
not render the ſettlement very convenient. The manſe, qua 
for years, has been as inſufficient as any in the country. low 
The ſum of L. 269 is allowed forgiving it a thorough repair, rut 
and for building a good addition, which, if properly ap- % 
plied, and the work ſufficiently Srecuteds mult render the Int 


manſe abundantly commodious. | lie 
. Poor. 


or. 


of Birſe. 
Poor, —The church · ſeſſion became proprietors of a piece 
of land, upwards of a century ago, which yields from L. 4 
to L. 5 yearly. Dr Gilbert Ramſay, late of the iſland of 
Barbadoes, mortified, in 173 2, for the behioof of the poor, 
L. 500, from which they have had intereſt at 5 per cent. 
The late Robert Farquharſon of Finzean, mortified 600 
merks: L. 20 were left by the late Iſaac Robertſon of Gre- 
nada, in 1789. As yet the ſeſſion has only recovered L. 15 
of that legacy. With this ſum, the ſeſſion have L. 125 
lent caſh, at 44 per cent. There is flill due, beſides a con- 
ſderable ſum loſt, the ſum of from L. 40 to L. 5, a debt, 
which it is to be hoped, will in time be recovered. The 
weekly collections at preſent amount to L. 9 or L. 10 an- 
nually. Ten years ago they were not more than a third 
of that ſum. The fines of delinquents, which are not ri- 
gorouſly exacted, and ſome ſmall payments for the mort- 
cloth, are ſtill to be added. Such being the funds deſtined 
for the ſupport of the poor, it is hardly to be wondered, 
that ſeveral put in a claim, eſpecially as the beſt tenant 


179 


| ſometimes in a pariſh, is not aſhamed to have his father, 


mother, or near relation, on the roll, which amounted here 
to o at laſt diſtribution; however, not above a third of 
theſe receive ſupply, unleſs at the two general diſtributions 
of the intereſt of Dr Ramſay's mortification. Few of the 
poor are altogether unable to provide for themſelves ; ma- 
ny are houſekeepers in indigent circumſtances; ſeveral wi- 
dows and young families. To theſe, to the aged, and the 
infirm, we give occaſional relief; to ſome we allow 8s. a- 
quarter. We allow 8s. for an interment. None are al- 
lowed to be in traits. and almoſt none belonging to the pa- 
rin go about and beg; yet of ſtrolling beggars we have 
our ſhare, In ſummer 1783, part of the money laid out at 
int-reſt was taken up, and meal bought with it for the re- 
lief of the indigent, rp 1782 was by no means ſo defi- 

cient 
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| cient in this pati as in many others, yet meal fold fron 
L. 1, 18. to L. 1, 5s. the boll. Grain ripens pretty 
on in wary 198 god on the 1 of the ets 


Schools —There is a parochi al ſchool, to » which 1. 
the uſual trifling ſalary of 100 merks. The perquiſites of th 
ſchoolmaſter, as ſeſſion-clerk, are poorly paid, particularly 
ſince the commencement of that odious and unprodudiire 
tax impoſed on baptiſms, &c. The conſequence is, tha 
few childrens names are regiſtered. Till the people he 
relieved of this tax, and till even ſome plan be de. 
viſed to compel a regular regiſtration of every bay 


tiſm, marriage, and barial, no exact ſtatiſtical account 
of any pariſh from a public regiſter can ever be ob- ind 
tained ; no compariſon can ever be made of the ſtate of: and 


_ pariſh at different periods, with ſufficient accuracy. There Wl and 
are great chaſms in the regiſters of this pariſh, It might WM in 
have a good effect, were the regiſters of every parith regu WW of 
larly called for and examined by the preſbytery annually, WW fro 
The baptiſm-tax, &c. is not only unpopular, but hurtful to ly 


a uſeful claſs of men, the ſchoolmaſters, who are uſually WW the 
the ſeffion-clerks. Many, to ſecure the ſmall trifle of due Vis 
that remain, agree to pay the tax themſelves; ſo that, in WI ſor 
thoſe inſtances, the clerk loſes more than the Revenue of 
gains. The number of the ſcholars at the pariſh ſchool i rie 
about 20 in ſummer, and upwards of 30 in winter. The no 
ſchool- fees are as low as in any pariſh. The teacher cat- no 
not make above L. 10 a-year. Shall we hope that the pe fic 
riod is not far diſtant when this uſeful body of men will be ur 
befriended by Government, and ſufficient ſalaries appoint- m 
ed for them? Dr Ramſay, above mentioned, mortified al- in 


ſo L. 500 for the ſupport of a free ſchool in the eaſt end of di 
this pariſh. There is a good ſchool-houſe, but no fund for d 
its ſupport. There is a glebe of about 6 acres. The ple 
is jn the gift of Sir Alexander Ramſay, Bart. patron of f 
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hr Ramſay's mortifications. The number of ſcholars that 
attend is, for the winter ſeaſon, when the ſchoolmaſter 
teaches by or along witli a depute, from 20 to 30 and up- 
wards; during all the reſt of the year none. The place is 


well ſituated for an academy, and might be made to turn to 


much account to the maſter and the public. The ſchools 


of this pariſh have been in repute. Every ſchool will be 


ſo or not, as it happens to be taught by one, who is not on- 


ly a man of moderate abilities, but who gives attendance, 


and adds perſeverance. Without theſe, what do abilities 
in any ſtation avail? In ſome corners of the pariſh, "may : 


hire young men to teach for the winter ſeaſon. 


| Charafler and Size of the People,— ity are active and 
induſtrious, ſupporting themſelves and family comfortably, 


and ſeem in general contented with their lot. At church, 


and at all public occaſions, they are clean and decent; punctual 


in their attendance on public worſhip, and the ordinances 
of religion, though many of them are at a great diſtance 
from church; far more expenſive in their mode of dreſs and 


living than their forefathers ; but can afford it:“ All is 


the gift of induſtry.” They are fond of ſocial and con vi- 


vial meetings ; yet leſs addicted to drinking than they were 
ſome years ago. Indeed the young people ſquander much 


of their caſh and their time in frequenting markets, mar- 


riages, and other merry meetings; ſo that often they have 
not a great deal to begin with when they take up houſe, 
notwithſtanding their extravagant wages. On theſe occa- 
ſions they often hurt their morals, and render themſelves 
unfit for the duties of their ſtations. Both men and wo- 


men are of the, middling fize; few men above 5 feet 10 
inches; many of a lower ſtature, and theſe the ableſt bo- 
died. They are ſhrewd and lively, ſlender and hardy; 


ditfering confiderably in their make from the people on 
Vor. IX. Q the 
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as ſouth fide of the Gritpians. They are e hoſpitable oO 
all occaſions; but though remarkably ſo to ſtrangers, they 
are not fond of them ſettling among them. They ſhow ng 
particular fondneſs for, nor, if their eountry need it, any par. 

ticular averſion to the military or ſeafaring life; ſome of them 


ing © 

have betaken themſelves to both, and 3 Chelſea penſioner, = 
reſide in the pariſh.. The fafhionable vices of the town are Mar 
unknown among them. Some years ago, 1 low-ſpirited over 

- wretch finiſhed his life; this excepted, there has been noc. is a 
ther ſuicide. No perſon has been baniſhed or capitally con. won 
victed, ſo far as is known to the incumbent. Few in the ſo n 
pariſh have been bred to letters, yet none are illiterate. gre? 


The Engliſh or Scotch language is univerſally ſpoken; 2 road 
few inhabiting the foreſt underſtand the Gaelic, but these ing 


came orignally tar the — part of che ne long 

| tar) 
| Roads and Bridges — The principal roads in the park nor 

are the great road from the Cairn o'Mount, which enters gol 


this pariſh-at the Bridge of Whiteſtone, a mile north from Du 
the Inn of. Cutties Hillock, and leads northward to the Dee oft: 
at Inchbair. This road is in excellent repair, owing chiefly 

to the exertions of the patriotic Sir Alexander Ramſay, . 
Bart. Another road paſſes through the greater part of the MI thi 


parith, from the Ferry, over the Dee at A boyne, to the ex 
Bridge of Whiteſtone. This, and the other roads in the N,. 
pariſh, were made, and are kept in repair by the ſtatute- Po 
labour, which is exacted in kind, but in a very remis da 
manner. The roads conſequently are in ſome places, par- el 
ticularly in the eaſt end of the pariſh, ſhamefully bad. In D 
winter, and wet ſeaſons, theſe are moſt uncomfortable. We P. 
have certainly excellent materials for roads; and if even the b. 
rate of 1 s. 6 d. fixed by law, were levied, and properly laid pl 
out, (as is done in a neighbouring pariſh), certainly our N 


roads could ſoon be rendered comtontable. Turnpikes are £ 
3 
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guite anknown here, and the reſort on our roads is too lit- 
tle for the expenſe of them. Dr Ramſay, above men- 
tioned, built a bridge of five arches over the Feugh at 
Whiteſtone. It accommodates the public very well, be- 
ing on the great ſouth and north road. There is no bridge 
| over the Chattie. One over it is greatly wanted, below 
Marywell, and alſo below Inverchatt. There is a bridge 
over the Burn of Birſe, nigh the church. But in no place 
is 2 bridge ſo much wanted, nar could one be built that 
would accommodate this pariſh, and the public in general, 
ſo much as at Pot-arch, over the Dee, near Inchbair. The 
great ſouth and north road paſſes the Dee there. This 
road is greatly frequented, and 1s uſed by the military, be- 
ing much nearer from Edinburgh to Fort George, than a- 
long the coaſt. During this very ſeaſon (1792), the mili- 
tary had occaſion to uſe this road repeatedly ; once going 
| north, to quell the riots in Roſs-ſhire; a ſecond time, in 
going from Fort George, on account of the diſturbances in 
Dundee. The Dee 1s a rapid river, always inconvenient, 
often dangerous and impaſſable. Had the latter been the 
caſe on the above emergencies, what might the conſe- 
quences have been? Beſides, there is no other place on all 
| this rapid river, where a bridge could be erected at ſo little 
expenſe, and at the ſame time be of ſuch public utility. 
Nature has pointed out the ſpot where it ought to be. At 
Pot-arch, leſs than L. 1520 would do more to accommo- 
date the public, than L. 5000 would do almoſt any where 
elſe over a river of the ſame magnitude. It is ſaid that 
Dr Ramſay meant alſo to build a bridge over the Dee, at 
Pot-arch, had he not been deterred from the undertaking, 
dy the extravagant eſtimate of an unſkilful architect. A 
plan of this bridge, which is ſo much wanted, is in the 
Houſe of Finzean ; and had the late Haughton been ſpared 
tor ſome years, it is ſaid ſome means would have been de- 
215 | viſed 
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viſed to have got the plan executed. Though former a1. 
tempts to get a bridge erected over the Dee at Pot. arch, 
have repeatedly proved abortive, we ſhall ſtill hope that 
ſoon ſome public ſpirited character may be found, who wil 
ſtrive to lee the attempt crowned with ſucceſs. Subſcrjp. 
tions could be obtained to ſome amount, but till it is to he 
| feared that public aid would be abſolutely neceſſary. Be. 
fore concluding this article, it deſerves to be mentioned, 
that a road 1s planned, and begun to be made, through the 
| welt end of this pariſh, over the Grampians. It will paß 

through Glen Chatt, the Foreſt, and Gleneſk, and be 15 
miles nearer from a great part of this country, to the alſo 
county of Angus, &c. than by the Cairn or Mount Road. Wl ing 


It will greatly accommodate the traveller and trader, par- are 
ticularly drovers and dealers in cattle. occr 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. One great advantage 
that this pariſh enjoys, is its abounding with limeſtone, N of p 
Which is to be found in many places on or near the ſur— evil 
face. The beſt is at Midſtrath and Ballogie. From theſe mat 
_ quarries, the tenants are chiefly ſupplied with the lime- ally 
ſtone which they burn at home, The greateſt number of. WM vio 
hands is employed at the Earl of Aboyne's lime-works evi 


at Birſe Moor. It is, however, much againſt the im. vit 
prover, that fuel is lo difficult to be obtained, The greater the 
part of the ſummer ſeaſon muſt be ſpent in procuring that gri 
_ neceſſary article, conſequently little of it can be ſpared to do 
burn the limeſtone. Finding, however, the great benefit ls 
of lime as a manure, amazing exertions are made to pro- qu 
cure fuel, (to burn the limeſtone), not only -by cutting la 
cart roads along the ſteep hills, to the moſſes, and by pur- i ha 
chafing wood, but even by going at times to Aberdeen no 


for coals, which pay the high duty, and muſt be brought W 
acroſs the Dee. | In this cale, the want of a bridge at Port: It 
: | arch 


5 „ e 758 EY 


arch is grievouſly felt. This would give more eaſy ac- 
ceſs to the Aberdeen market, and for coals. Our diſtance 
from market, and the difficulty of procuring manure, is 
much againſt us. Aberdeen 1s not only the neareſt market 
and manufacturing town, but even the neareſt poſt- town; 
a circumſtance much againſt this country. It is in our fa- 


your that we have plenty of moſs of the beſt ſort, though 


not of eaſy acceſs, as peat and turf is the fuel uſed in the 


pariſh, with wood, particularly bruihwood. That our 


country abounds with different ſorts of timber, and all of 


an excellent quality, is certainly an advantage. We have 


alſo plenty of granite-ſtone, and the beſt materials for build- 


ing; and it is but juſtice to the tenants, to ſay that they 
are every day erecting better houſes than they formerly 


occupied. But whatever our local advantages be, there 1s 


one great diſadvantage under which we labour, that often 
counteraQts and outweighs them all, namely, the difficulty 
of procuring, pleaſing, and paying labouring ſervants. This 


evil is ſeverely felt by all ranks in this country, and, if 


matters do not ſoon take a favourable turn, muſt effectu- 


ally ruin the tenant. Conſiderin g the inſolence and beha- 
viour of ſervants in general, words muſt fail to deſcribe the 
evil. Another evil that is pretty ſeverely felt, is the ſer- 
vitude at the mill. To be liable for the ſixteenth peck 
there, of all the produce, beſides pretty high payment for 
| grinding, over and above the multure, muſt check the ar- 
dour of the improver. The multure, at ſome of the mills, 


is converted; at others, the grievance exiſts; and conſe- 


quently, in that quarter of the pariſh, improvement of 


land does ſcarcely exiſt. The payment of either certain 
handfulls or diſhfulls of meal to the miller for his work, is 
not very convenient. The equitable way, is certainly to 


weigh the quantity paid, and this ought to be fixed by law. 
It is alſo ſubmitted to the public, whether any perſon has a 
title 
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title to exact half multare out of the produce of a mini. 
ſter's glebe. This is a practice prevalent here, and in ſome 
| landlord, are few, in compariſon of what they were. They 
all perform a carriage to Aberdeen, or like diſtance, year. 


| ly; ; ſome of them are bound to provide a certain quantity 


wood, ſlate, and lime to the heritor. The carriage of ma. 
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| ſorted thither and worſhipped the ſun, even before the com- 


their religion. In various places there are ſeveral huge 
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other pariſhes. The ſervices paid by the tenant to the 


of peats yearly ; they alſo yearly, or occaſionally, bring 


terials for church, manſe, ſchool, and mill, is performed by ing { 
them. It mult be obſerved, however, that the tenants do ſheep 
not fail in exacting ſervices of various kinds from the ſub. well 
tenants; and what is worſe, in ſeveral places take their that 
ſmall poſſeſſions often from them, after they have carefully built 
improved them. The cottager muſt be at the ned of his Wl hc 
maſter, p. Ty, the menial ; 4s leſs 6 park 

lace 


V 
north-eaſt of Finzean, bearing the name of Corſe Dardar, Wl part 


there is a place marked near the way-fide with a long gra. Clur 


nite ſtone, which lately ſtood ere, but now broken down, have 
It is reported that King Dardanus, the 20th from Fergus l. of tl 
was there put to death, when flying from his rebelhous. Wh was 
ſubjects. At a ſmall diſtance from this ſpot, are two cairns, Wil Scot 
one very large, and in the form of an oblong ; they are i the 
now covered by the woods of Finzean. On the top of the he 
hill, named Cairn Ferg, there is a large cairn of a conical | {om 
ſhape. Some ſay it has been erected in memory of an e. bert 
minent perſon. Others, that the ancient inhabitants re- 


mencement of Druidiſm. If however, Druidiſm were the 
firſt religion in this iſland, which muſt have been the calc, 
if peopled from Gaul, perhaps this might have been 
a place where they burned fire, or performed ſome rite of 


I | bs ſtones 
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fones lying above the ground; a few near Inchbair ſeem 
to have been a Druidical temple. In the year 1779, when 
they were razing the foundation of the old church, there 
was found a hill ſtone near fix feet long, with a two-hand- 
ed long fword, a hatchet and a croſs carved uporf it. The 
flone is now ſet up ere& in the wall of the church-yard. 
In the Foreſt-or Glenbirſe, there is ſtanding a good part of 
a caſtle, which was built by Gordon of Cluny, for a hnnt- 
ing ſeat, and which is now by the tenant converted into a 
ſheep-cot. In ſeveral places, particularly between Mary- 
well and the church, there appears a narrow flip of ground 
that has been fenced on both tides by ſtone walls, ſaid the 
built by order of King Kenneth III. for confining the deer 
which he wiſhed to drive from this country, to ſtock a deer 
park which he built in the brae of the Mearns, near his pa- 
ace of Kincardine. The wall of that park, it is ſaid, can 
ſtill be traced, and is called the Deers-dike. In this pariſh 
part of the Kirktown farm is called Deer-hillock. Ar Eaſter- 
Clune there are the ſmall remains ot a ſquare tower, ſaid to 
have been. built by Archbithop Roſs, who was proprietor 
of the place. It is univerfally agreed, that Eaſter. Clune 
was a (hunting or) ſummer-ſeat of one of the biſhops of 


Scotland, ſome ſay, St Andrew's, others, Dunkeld.—Befides 


the archbiſhop or biſhop to whom the tower belonged, and 
who was a native of Birſe, the pariſh has given birth to 


| ome others whoſe names deſerve to be mentioned. Dr Gil- 


dert Ramſay, late Rector of Chriſt's church, in the iſland of 
Barbadoes, was a native of this pariſh, He mortified, under 
the patronage of Sir Alexander Ramſay of Balmain, Bart. 
and his heirs, L. 2000 Sterling, the intereſt for the ſupport 
of 4 ſtudents of divinity ; L. 1200, the intereſt for the fup- 
port of 4 ſtudents of philoſophy ; and L. 1002, the intereſt 
to ſupport a profeſſor of the Oriental languages, all at the 
e college. His donations to this Pari fh are already 

mentioned. 
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marble monument, with an inſcription in Latin, truly cui 
: ſical, be erected in the front of the church wall here, to th ſay: 


to the Marquis de Montcalm, deſiring that particular car * 
ſhould be taken of the Captain. He died in two days.—4 | 


cancerous complaints. 


from Tillyfruſky to the river Feugh, which ſeems to have 
been in a fuſible ſtate, and reſembles the lava emitted by 3 
volcano. Ir is near the ſurface of the ground. —1 here ate 


too much of their buſineſs in theſe and houſes of a ſimilar 


n Auer Garden, 155 of Charleen 


South Carolina, eminent for his {kill as a phyſician, cc dra 
brated alſo for his learning and polite converſation  , an) 
gentleman. He was an American refugee, and cauſed; and 

ren 


memory of the late worthy Mr Alexander Garden, his fi. ov 
ther, who was upwards of 50 years miniſter of this pari pro 
and who died upwards of go years of age. Dr Roſe of Birk. tre: 
beg, was alſo an American refugee.—Mr William Roc 2m 
of Newmill, was many years at the head of a flouriſhing oh 
academy which he had near London.—The famous Georg ye 

| Roſe, Eſq; of the treaſury, is grandſon to the late Do oy 
nald Roſe of Weſter-Clune. Here we note, that many of the 159 
name of Roſs or Roſe, were proprietors once in Birſe; of th " 
name we have only now a few tenants. —Captain Dari by 
Ochterlounie, mortally wounded at the firſt attack made by 5 
General Wolfe on Quebec, when the Britiſh were forcel k 
to retreat, and the Captain taken. So much was he the f. A 
vourite of the celebrated Wolfe, that he ſent to the tom 8 


living character might be added, Dr William Farquhario, 
phy fician in Edinburgh, mem for his addreſs in curing 


2 


— 


2 


| © Mi fallanoome Ob fer vation. A rock y ſubſtance appea 


two, ſometimes three ale-houſes 1 in the parith ; the traveller 
has occaſion to call at them, and the people do {till tranſact 


r 


ſort None ever died for want.—In 1 79 I, one family ele 


grates 
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grated to Philadelphia, not for want of employment, or for 


any want whatever, but rather out of fondneſs of change, 
and having a friend before them. An unmarried woman 


remained; ſhe regrets that ſhe did not go with the reſt, for, 


ſays ſhe, © Troubles are only beginning here, but they are 


over there.” We truſt ſhe is not inſpired with the gift of 


prophecy. The largeſt plantations, and greateſt number of 
trees of all ſorts are certainly on the eſtate of Finzean, yet, 


among many others, two remarkable trees grow, the one 
at Midftrath, and the other at Ballogie, which have deſer- 


vedly been reſorted to and admired by the curious. The 
one at Midſtrath is aſh, and meaſures upwards of 20 feet in 
circumference at the ground, from 17 to, 19 feet little above 


the ground. Its branches are as large as ordinary trees. It is 


vulgarly called the Maiden of M:4/trath. The tree at Bal- 


logie is birch of the weeping ſort ; ſome think it 100 feet 


high, others only from 70 to 80. It has a ſtraight ſtem of 


zo feet and upwards, and 5 feet in circumference through 
the whole. Many young trees of the above Kind on the 
burn of Chattie, are in a fair way of equalling ſoon this 


beautiful one . 


Lari R 


* To the north-eaſt of Finzean, is a hill called the Gallow Hill. Ano- 


ther is near to Bailogie. There the Barons of old, who held their eſtates 


with power of pit and gallows, put to death any of their tenants or de- 
pendents, who were ſo unfortunate as to fallſunder their diſpleaſure. What 
bleſſed days do we now enjoy, in compariſon of theſe? How thankful to 
God, and loyal to the King, ought we therefore to be? Our caſe has 
been meliorated, and, by a wiſe Legiſlature, will, by degrees, be ſo ſtill. 
Were ſome of the duty taken off the leather and the malt, this would 
greatly eaſe the ſubject in this corner. Were the landlords to grant long- 
er leaſes, and be pleaſed to take a moderate converſion for the multure 
paid to the mill, this would encourage the tenants to improve, and would 
wean them from the old unproductive mode of farming. Were allow- 
ance given them for the ſtone-foot of their houſes, as well as for the tim- 
ber, which, by the by, is done in the land of Ballogie, this would induce 

| | them 
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5 =P 3e Statiſtical Atcount 
them to be at ſome expenſe in building neat houſes, witneſs what is al. 
ready done in Monywell. Were allowance given for incloſing, (the pariſh, 


winter herding, to which the heritor ſhonld bind them, this would be pa- 


As to the ſtate of a remote corner of this pariſh, called the Foreſt, or 


tion, yielding upwards of L. 60 rent. There are 147 inhabitants. Being 


been made lately to the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, in 
behalf of the above glens, that a teacher may be nominated for them; 
and we truft the Society will lend a favourable ear to our petition. 
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for the moſt part, being unincloſed), and were the incloſures protected by 


tronizing the improver, and be productive of the moſt beneficial effect. 
Were care taken by all to improve the morals of themſelves, and all 2. 
round them, how happy and proſperous might our land and people be !— 


Glen. Birſe, in the year 1724, the firſt inhabitant went to reſide, and cul. 
tivate the ground there; now there are 120 acres and odds under cultiva. 


removed from the means of education, their children and young people, 
in number 37, are in great want of a teacher. In a neighbouring glen, 
called Glenchatt, there are near 50 inhabitants; formerly only a few fa. 
milies. By the increaſe in theſe glens, perhaps the population of the pariſh 
is equal to what it was 30 or 40 years ago; though, in many places, there 
are fewer inhabitants, owing to the union of farms, & c. Application has 


(0 


F Kingoldrum. 


NUMBER IX. 
PARISH or KINGOLDRU M, 


(County or ForraR, srron oF Avevs / AND Manns, 
Fan OF EEE: 


Ay the Rev. Mr Janes BADENACH: 


. Name, Extent, Surface, Climate, &c. 


| Tur origin of the name ſeems to be uncertain. It is 
ſaid to be derived from the Gaelic, and to ſignify, oe 


„The Town between the Drums.” This fignification is, 
at leaſt, expreſſive of the local ſituation of the kirk and 
kirktown, which ſtand between two drums or eminences, 


with the burn of Cromby running between them. The 
pariſh is about 7 miles from N. to S. and 24 from E. to W. 


It is properly a hilly or mountainous diſtrict, with ſmall rivu- 


lets between the hills, in which there is good angling for 
trout, In the north part of the pariſh the mountains riſe 


to a conſiderable height, eſpecially Catlaw, whoſe eleva- 


tion above the level of the ſea, has been found, by baro- 


metrical menſuration, to be 2264 feet, and at the baſe of 
which, on the N.E. there is a chalybeate ſpring, ſeful in 
weakneſſer. 
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132 Statiffical Account 
weakneſſes. On Catlaw, and the adjoining mountains, 


partly green, and partly heath, there is excellent paſture 
for ſheep; and Catlaw mutton is remarkable for its ſupe. 
rior delicacy and flavour. There is but little flat land; al. 


moſt the whole of it ſloping gently with a north or ſouth 


expoſure. The climate is nearly the ſame throughout the 
whole pariſh, and any variation is owing to expoſure and 
local fituation. Along the braes of Balfour and Baldovie, 


lying to the ſonth, and ſheltered with a riſing ground on 


the north, the air 1s rather milder and more temperate 
than in any other part of the pariſh; and both ſpring 
and harveſt ſomewhat earlier. The air, however, in gene- 


ral is cold and ſharp, yet extremely. healthy; and to the 


_ falubrity of the air and the water, it may probably be ow. 

ing that agues never make their appearance. 

leut diſeaſes are fevers, cones; ſore throats, and conſump- 
| tions. | 


The preva- 


Soil, Produce, and Rent.—The ſoil is various: In ſome 
places it 1s a kind of clay, cold and wet; in others a light 


fand; but in general is a rich black mould. The principal 


crops are barley and oats. Of late years wheat has been 


raiſed in particular places, eſpecially in the braes of Kenny 


and Baldovie, with great ſucceſs. 
clover and rye-grafs, are common in every part of this pa- 
riſh. A ſmall quantity of peaſe is ſown chiefly for todder, 


and on every farm more or leſs flax-ſeed, for domeſtic uſes. 


More grain is raiſed than is conſumed by the inhabitants; 


a part of their barley is bought by a diſtiller in the pariſh, 
and the remainder, with the oats, wheat, and meal, are 


carried to the Dundee and the Kirrimuir markets. Both 
ſpring and harveſt are later than in the vale of Strathmore, 


to the ſouth, owing to more frequent ſhowers. among the 


hills, and to a Keener air in the narrow openings between 
e 3 them, 


Turnip and potatoes, 
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them, than in a wide extended vale. The ſoil is in moſt 

places of excellent quality, and climate only is wanting to 
render it extremely productive. The valued rent of the 
pariſh is L. 2555 Scots; the real rent about L. 1600 Ster- 
ling. Moſt of the leaſes were granted ſeveral years ago, 
and many of them are faid to be extremely reaſonable. 
The arable acre is from 58. to 188. and the number of ara- 
ble acres is between 3200 and 4000. There is no map of 
the pariſh, nor can the waſte land and rongh paſture be af- 
certained with any degree of preciſion. There are 8 heri- 
tors, 1 of whom reſides conſtantly, and another occaſion- 


ally. 


Improvements.—Within the laſt 20 years conſiderable 
mprovements have been made. The fituation 1s favour- 
able for manure, from being in the immediate vicinity of 
an inexhauſtible fund of ſhell marl, a part of which lies in 
the' pariſh, and belongs to the proprietor of Balfour, from 
which his own tenants have privilege, by their leaſes, to 
any quantity which their improvements require. Beſides 
laying out the fields in a regular manner, fallowing, and 
marling, ſeveral farms have been incloſed with ſubitantial 
ſtone fences, an improvement which greatly enhances their 
value, [Planting likewiſe is going on in different places, 
and in particular upon the eſtate of Captain Wedderburn 


| of Pearfie, where, beſides a confiderable portion of the ara- 


ble land being incloſed, there are plantations to a great ex- 
tent, A good deal of attention has alſo been paid to the 
breeding of horſes and cattle, as well for ſale as for private 
uſe, and the breed of both has of late years been much im- 
proved. Upon the eſtate of Pearfie, cattle, bred out of 
mall highland cows, have ariſen, from the richneſs of the 
paſture to ſuch a ſize, as to bring L. 10, L. 12, and ſome- 
times 
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; times L. 5 a bead, for eat baut. or heavy en rhe! 
_ | | regiſt 


Antiquities.—On a hill called the Schurroch, to the wel. 
ward of the church, there are in three different places, e 
qually diſtant from each other, ſeveral large ſtones, erefteq 
in a circular form, called here Druds altars, which is evi. 
dently a corruption of Druids altars, and ſhows them t 
have been places of Pagan worſhip. Upon the top of ane 

ther hill, called Catlaw, already mentioned, which bound; 

this pariſh on the north, there is a very large cairn of 

ſtones, 1n a circular form alſo; but whether uſed as a place 

of worſhip, or of obſervation, from whence ſignals were 
given to the country, on the approach of an enemy, is un. 
certain. The caſtle of Balfour, formerly the principal re 
fidence of Ogilvy of Balfour, an ancient family, and a de | 
ſcendent of the family of Airly, has ſome claim to anti d 
| quity. As there is no date to be ſeen upon any part of are 

the walls, which are ſtill ſtanding, it is not generally known Wh are 
in what year it was built. The ſtructure is evidently n of 

the Gothic ſtyle ; and, from facts connected with it, abou: Wi ber 

which there is no uncertainty, muſt be upwards of 20: il 
Fears old, and might probably have been erected about the me 

middle of the 16th century. The family of Balfour ö 0 
ſunk into the family of Fotheringham, and Colonel Fothe- if th! 

ringham of Pourie, by the female line, is proprietor of the fac 
_ eſtate of Balfour, the moſt extenſive, and the beſt land of T1 

any in the pariſh. 


| e Sc. According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls was then 780. The population is dimi- 
niſhing. The preſent number is about 600. Of whom art 
18 or 20, who are Epiſcopalians; and 2 men and 1 ws 
man, who are Seceders. The number of families is 12. 


The 
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The births; marriages, and deaths, as inſerted | in the pariſh 
ger for the laſt 10 Jears, are as under: „ 


"Yai 25 Hits. Marriages. | . Da 
= OB NE es 
1782 15 . 
1783 18 16 
1784 I 
1785 18 
7% 9 
477 15 
17% 17 
159 16 
1790 10 
a 15 


Vow wm D 0 


— 
O 


No ares « are carried on in the Pari. "Thar 72 
are but few tradeſmen of any deicription, and theſe few | 
are employed for parochial parpoſes ; almoſt all the reſt 
of the inhabitants being engaged in the operations of huſ- 
bandry. The decreaſe of population, as above ſtated, is 
owing partly to the union of farms, and partly to tradeſ- 
men and ſmaller tenants removing to villages and ſea port 
towns, from intereſt or convenience. In conſequence of 
this decreaſe, together with the flouriſhing ſtate of manu- 
factures in Angus, the wages of labouring ſervants ory a- 
riſen 1 in a a guadr upie ratio, Win the laſt 40 years 

Spend, 


* For example, the beſt ploughman in this pariſh, and perhaps in the 
Braes of Angus, could have been hired about 40 yea's ago, for L.2, or 
L. 2, 55. in the year; whereas good ploughinen are receiving at preſent, 
from L. 8 to l., 9 The riſe in the wages of women ſervants, day labou- 
rers, and harveſt reapers, is in the ſame pr portion; and, for the laſt ten 
years, has been more rapid than in any period of the lame extent, within 
the 40. The farmer is however enabled to meet this advance of che price 

| | of 
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Irhom 
ance. 

there 
tereſt 
ſuffici 
year 

ordait 
creaſe 
years 
ſuch | 


* Stipend, "FEY c.—The ſtipend is 823 bolls 4nd 
and L. 22: 8: 3 money, befides a manſe and glebe of x. 
bout 4 acres. The church was originally a parſonage, he. 
longing to the Abbey of Arbroath; and the greater par 
of the preſent ſtipend is payable from abbey-lands in that 
neighbourhood. Towards the end of the 12th, or in the 
beginning of the 13th century, a donation of the pariſh 
was made to the abbey by Sir Allan Durward of Len. 

trathen, and this donation is ſaid to have been confirmed 

by a charter from the Hoſtiary of Scotland, of date 12 53 
From the time of the donation by Sir Allan Durward, un. 


til ſome years after the middle of the 16th century, the M 
lands of Kingoldrum continued in the poſſeſſion of the Ab. dealu 
bey, aod about the year 1565, the greater part of them is their 
ſaid to have been feued cum decimis inclufis. The burden ſame 

feud: 


of the ſtipend continued till to fall upon the Abbey, and 
after the erection of the Abbey into a temporal lordſhip, i NV 
devolved upon the titular of the tithes. The conſequence dle 
of which was, that, by the decreet of proviſion, dated in adi! 
the year 163 5, more than one half of the preſent ſlipend Tlans 
Was allocated upon abbey-lands in the neighbourhood of their 
Arbroath, from which it continues to be payable to the fata 
miniſter of Kingoldrum till this day.— In a pariſh in which ſoun 
there is no village, and ſcarce any houſeholders who have Wi®"/ 
not ſome employment adequate to their ſuſtenance, there i is 
cannot be many who ſtand in need of alms. The number mt 
at F upon the poors roll amounts only to 53 all of 
whom 


of labour. upon theſe n that b ſervants are wecallicy; and more 

work is performed by the ſame number of ſervants, than in any former \ 
period; becauſe a third, or certainly leſs than a half of the ſame farm 

yields better grain, and a greater quantity of it, than the whole did 30 or 

years ago; and becauſe his grain, his horſes, and his cattle, his poul- 


try, his butter, and his cheeſe, are brought to a better, and for the mob 
part to a ready-money market. 


eau. —ů al 


Lwhom are hends of inen and receive a ; weakly . 

ance. Beſides collections in the church on the dundays, 
there is a conſiderable fund belonging to the poor, the in- 
tereſt of which, together with the weekly collections, is 
ſufficient for every purpoſe of parochial charity. In the 
year 182, the year in which the preſent incumbent was 
ordained, it does not appear that the number of poor in- 
creaſed, and the only difference between -that and other 
years, ſeems to have been a more liberal diſburſement to 
ſuch as were alread y upon the roll. „ 


. Se. Plainneſs of manners and honeſty in their 

dealings, characterize the inhabitants of this diſtrict. In 

their ſeveral occupations they are induſtrious, and at the 
ſame time carry on their buſineſs without noiſe and without 
feuds. Many of them are in eaſy circumſtances, and all 
live within their income. Their ſtature is about the mid- 

dle ze; their food plain, and they poſſeſs all the ſpirit and 
activity of Highlanders. In profeſſion they are Preſbyte- 
rians, and well attached to the family on the throne. If 
their zeal is temperate, it is not the leſs real; want of enthu- 
ham being no proof of indifference, but, on the contrary, of 
ſoundneſs in principle. Whether the pariſh has produced 
any eminent men, either in ſcience or in arms, is uncertain z 


it is ſaid, however, to have given birth to a famous actreſs | 
en the Engliſh ſtage. 
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NUMBER X. 


PARISH or ABERNYTE, 


 (Covnry or „ Prary, been or Aus AND Means 
PRESBYTERY or ann 


5 By the Rev. Mr J AMES ADAMSON. | 


Name Situation Extent, and Soil. 


Abe is evidewdy of Gaelic origin, referring to th 


ſituation of the village, near the confluence of two ii. Cl 
vulets, one of which had probably obtained the name iI d 
Nyte. It is nearly. equally diſtant from the towns of Perth Heu 
and Dundee; and is entirely fituated in thoſe hills that h I Tom 
gradually from the Carſe of Gowrie, to the top of the ri I 
: of Dunfinnan. The higheſt point of which, called King end 
ſeat, is 1050 feet above the level of the ſea, and is in thi the 
| pariſh. The moſt cultivated part of the pariſh lies 500 u ene 
800 feet lower, and is diſtant from the frith of Tay in othe 
right line about 3 miles. This pariſh forms a kind of ire. Pert 
gular oval, becoming very narrow at each end; its great all 
eſt length little more than 3 miles, its greatel for 
breadth about 2; the valley, about half a mile in length, he 
in which the village is ſituated, and the braes on the fids Sun 
of it, are of a light, dry, fertile ſoil, lying upon a by Jea 
coatle 


higher up, of a deep, looſe, poor ſoil, and partly of mortar, 


the pariſh cannot be n n. but is eſtima 
ted at $600. =o | 


RNS, 


let either at a fixed ſum for the whole farm, or at a certain 


village and church ſtand, is let ar L. 2 Sterling the acre, be- 
ing divided into ſmall en, 


o n. Chimate, Diſaſer—The air, as in other hill countries, is 
ic d dry and cold; ſeed time and harveſt, later than in the low 


en grounds of the Carſe of Gowrie. Oats and peaſe are ſown 


rile from the end of March to the middle of April; potatoes 


id ind flax in the end of April; barley from the 1ſt to the | 


ing end of May; turnips in the beginning of July; wheat from 
this the end of September to the middle of November. Wheat is 


o o i generally reaped about the end of Auguſt ; the harveſt of the 

in » other crops ſucceeds ſoon after. In the higher and mooriſh. 
re: Part of the pariſh, it is often the end of November before 
eat. all is got in. No epidemic diſeaſes have been remarkable 


el WY for their ravages in this pariſh, except thoſe common every 
oth here among children. The people have very lately be- 


ide Sun to permit inoculation for the ſmall pox. About 40 


1 of BY Fears "go, ſome people entertained an idea, that the hill 
ule —_ country 


4 OV or . rotten 1 The 8 ö 


or coarſe till, on a bed of wet gravel. Toward the tops of 
the hills the foil is thin and rocky, producing little but 
coarſe graſs, mixed with heath, The number of acres in 


Seder and Rent. —The ounth 1 1s divided among 4 heri- 
tors, 1 of whom poſſeſſes more than half of it; none of 
them reſide. The valued rent is L. 1126: 13: 4 Scots, 
and the real rent about L. 830 Sterling. The farms are 


value the acre ; ſo that the rent of different kinds of ſoil 
cannot be accurately ſtated, every farm containing ſome 
portion of hill or moor ground, The valley in which the 
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Carſe. The reverſe is now undoubtedly the fact here; fy 
ſome years paſt in the ſpring, a ruſh fever has viſited the log 


7 | inhabitants of this pariſh were infected, and none died. 0 
epidemic diſeaſes, it may be remarked, that agues, which 
ſome years ago appeared in great numbers, both in hig 


been attributed to the draining of wet lands, and more noy. 


r was leſs healthy than the low wet land of th 


grounds on each fide of the hills, VIZ. The Carſe and Strat. 
more, and carried of numbers; very few, however, of the 


and low grounds, have now entirely vamſhed. This ha 


riſhing diet of the people. I have been aſſured, that 3; 
years ago, if a farmer in the ſpring wanted 4 of his cot 
tagers for any piece of work, he generally ordered, 
knowing the probability that ſome of them, before the 
work could be finiſhed, would be rendered unfit for labour, = 


IS LEO oo: an a oe 0” 


by an attack of the ague. Rheumatiſms, called emphati 


cally the pains, prevail in this diſtri, as in moſt places d 
Scotland. The moſt general diſeaſe, however, in this d. 
ſtrict, and particularly in this pariſh, is ſcrofula; not a is 
mily of moſt of the indigenous inhabitants of the lower ranks i 1 
is free from it. Some labuurers in this pariſh are at pre. 8 
ſent deprived by it of the power of earning their ſubvl- WW bir 
ence. This evil ſeems rather to be on the increaſe, from t Pe! 
careleſsneſs of the people themſelves, and the intermar WW cu! 


riages ol the unſound with the healthy. - 

55 e by e 
Population. According to the return made to Dr Web w 

ſter, the number of ſouls was then 258. The population, 

though now nearly the ſame as at the beginning of the cen. 

tury, has decreaſed conſiderably within theſe 20 year. T 

The number of inhabitants, on 1ft January 1792, was 345: Wh * 


of examinable perſons, i. e. above 8 years of age, 276. 


Births 
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| Births. 2 dener Deaths, 
Males. Females. Total. 


!. OE 
— Rs Toes „„ 
„ „ 
1786 Ä 8-8 6 
178 3 VVöd CO | 6 
1788 . TL 
1789 11 | 5 x6 | \ 
3 og LC oo 
;, . A ER So 
Average, : = 12 7 


The marriages are of perſon not couples. 


The great number of deaths in 70. and 1591, was OW- 
ing to the natural ſmall pox.— The average number of 
births, at the beginning of the century, is 11.5. At that 
period, the regiſter of marriages and deaths is very inac- 
curate; 1 have therefore taken no average of them. The 
whole number of houſes at preſent is 73; ſo that the num- 
ber to a family is 4. 7. The e of births to the 


whole number, is = * 1 in 28.75 
Fo of deaths, e "W049 
of marie, 1 in 49.2 


To main the population at the beginnin g of the cen- 
tury, we may take 12: 345 :: 11.5 : 330 .6. It appears that 
the method mentioned for aſcertaining the real ſtate of 
Population, of multiplying. births by 26, and deaths by 36, 
would give an inaccurate ſtate of the numbers of this pa- 


, 
PA. oy 
20 7 b : 


 ceeded from the enlargement of farms, and junction of ſe- 


„ Mig 


riſh. It is, however, to be remarked, that children bon 


dead, or who die before they are baptized, are neither re, 
—— in the neared of births nor N 


Births. 5 | Narringes Dent 
VV 
Males. Fentales. Total. 
„%% : 7 BS. 
3-4 Oo £438 
1762 10 6 16 12 11 
ns ,“. 8 $ 
LY 
1765 | 6 Ba 13 9 1 
| Ive / 
1768 J 0 
1769 12 8 % — n 11 
I 34 +93 117 73 10% 


Jo aſcertain the population, we may take 22: 345 
: I$-7 : 451.3. Tbe examination-roll was 362. There- 


fore 276: 345 :: 362: 456.8, It appears then that this 
has decreaſed at leaſt 100. To confirm this account, 


it may be added that two villages, which then conſiſted of 
60 houſes, have now only 30; that another, which had 8 
or 9, has now only one; though, to compenſate this loſs in 


part, ſome new houſes have lately been built in different fi- 


tuations. Depopulation was produced here, by the ſame 
means which brought it about in other places, the expul 


fon of cottagers. Their diſuſe, however, aroſe here from 
a caule different from the common one; in general, it pro- 


veral 


born 


T re. 


aths 
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and 100 one. Here, by the dinviinticn and ſeparation 3 


of farms. Previous to 1969, the whole eſtate of Aber - 


nyte, which is more than half the pariſn, was let to four 


farmers, who poſſeſſed their arable lands in the old ſtate of 
run ridge, and held their graſs in common. A diviſion 


was then made, and the eſtate ſplit into five farms of a 
larger kind, and 8 or 10 of ſmaller dimenſions. The te- 
nants of this laſt order, being generally manufacturers, with 


large families, managed their little farms without the aſſiſt- 


ance of any ſervants. And the others preferred unmarried 
ſervants, who, living in the houſe, were conſtantly under 
their eye, to cottagers ; who having families at home, were 


ſuppoſed to pay more attention to them than was: confiſtent 
with their maſter's intereſt, Another cauſe that has affect- 


ed population in ſome degree, is the non-refidence of ſome . 
farmers, and the incloſing and turning into graſs a large 
farm, which has now upon it neither farmer nor ſervant. 


In a large diſtrict the operation of theſe cauſes would be 


ſcarce felt; but in a ſmall pariſh like this, their effects are 
more conſpicuous. There is ſcarce a place in the pariſh 


now that deferves the name of a village. Three hamlets 
contain among them 41 houſes. The other houſes are 


ſcattered through the pariſh; many of them ſtand fingly, 
a few of them in pairs or greater numbers. All the inha- 
| bitants are natives of Scotland. There are 88 married per- 
ſons; 13 widows and 3 widowers; males above 8 years, 
126; females, 150; males below 8, 39; females, 30. 

Farmers who have no other occupation, 7; their ſervants, 
18; ſervants of farmers not reſiding, 7; wrights, 6; turn- 
er, 1; cooper, I; weavers, 17; tailor, 1; ſhoemakers, 2; 

brewers, 2; butcher, 1; flaxdreſſers, 2; thatcher, 1; ſmiths, 


3; corn-millers, 3; flax-millers, 5; carters, 2; labourers, 6. 


Agriculture, 
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part of the country. Improvements took place every 


od CV, 
»- * 


e 
r 
py <2: Eo 


degree, and leaſes for 19 years granted through all the ps. 
riſh. Improvement followed of courſe, furze and broom 
were grubbed up on the hills, and the land ploughed for 


grounds brought into more perfect cultivation. There i 
ſtill much outfield ground in the higher part of the pariſh, 


beſides moor grounds. The means of improvement here 
are green crops, particularly artificial graſſes, fallowing und 
| ground very completely in a ſhort time. Lime is procu- 


Sunderland, and ſome ſmall quantities from Newburgh, on 


at the following prices: Newburgh, the boll barley mes- 


Agriculture, Se. Ver y conſiderable improvements hays 


taken place in this pariſh within theſe 20 or 30 years. On whe 
of them I already hinted at, the aboliſhing the run-ridg if 25 | 
ſyſtem. The inconveniencies of the old ſyſtem, and its in. laid 
fluence in retarding improvement, are very obvious. But pron 
Indeed the genius of the country at that time was little di plor 


rected to this important object. Proprietors farming thei dan 


own lands made as little progreſs as the oppreſſed tenant, B3 


About 20 years ago, a new ſpirit ſeemed to ariſe in all thi 


where. Certain circumſtances in the ſituation of this px. you 


riſh retarded their progreſs among us for ſome years. One wha 
of the moſt powerful of theſe circumſtances, was the ſhort 855 
leaſes given to the tenants. Many farms were held only * | 
by the year. This, however, was lately remedied in ſome 3 


the firſt time; bogs were drained, and paſture and outfield 
One farm is divided into 15 acres infield, and 125 outfield, 


lime. A little marl was uſed ſome years ago, but it is now 
all exhauſted; within a convenient diſtance, lime is pre- 
ferred as a more ſtimulating manure, while it is leſs pernt- 
cious to the ſoil, marl having been found to exhauſt the 


red from Polgavie, a harbour on the Tay, about 4 miles 
diſtant. It is brought chiefly from the frith of Forth and 


the other ſide of the Tay. It is purchaſed at the harbour 


* | ſure, 


Gre, 28. 3 d.; Sunderland, ſame meaſure, 25. 4 d.; Forth, 


a wheat meaſure, 1s, 6d. The general allowance the acre, 
1 25 bolls barley meaſure, or 34 of wheat meaſure. Lime is 
1 laid on with a crop of wheat or barley, The manner of 
= ploaghing uniformly is with two horſes and one man; the 
* plough is the common Engliſh. No cattle are uſed in huf- 
het bandry in any part of the pariſh. The number of ploughs 


is 31, of carts 35. No rotation of crops can be ſaid to be 


very 4th year, for which they prepare the ground by fallow, 
peaſe, potatoes, or by a half fallow after flax. The quantity 
of grain roduced cannot be ſtated with precifion. Number 


90 of acres ſown with wheat about 70; peaſe 20; potatoes 12 
ye: or 14; flax 16; turnip 14; graſs 70; barley about 120; 
2 . oats is the principal crop, but it is impoſſible to ſtate the 
= number of acres, as that varies every year as the ſeaſon 
| may ſuit for breaking up outfield grounds. Little barley is 
1c. (boss in outfield, and bear is not cultivated. Various ſpe- 
"Feld cies of wheat have been introduced here from the Carſe, 
i but the Scots white wheat is chiefly cultivated, havin g from 
riſk its hardneſs been found moſt ſuited to the climate. The 
Reld oats uſed are the common white, a few parcels of black and 
1 grey in the outfields, and ſome early Dutch in rich fouls. 
. Several experiments have been made with other kinds of 
gh early oats, with larger grains, but none have turned out ſo 
5. profitable as theſe, which often produce 10 bolls the acre. 
1 The general produce of an acre may be eſtimated, of wheat, 


barley and infield oats, about 7 bolls each; outfield oats 4; 
ſt the | | 
peaſe 3. Peaſe are not ſown for the crop, but merely as a 


= mean of melioration. The kind commonly uied is an ear- 
1 and ly black. Beans are very ſeldom attempted. Flax pro- 
3 duces 25 ſtones the acre; quantity ſown is 10 pecks he 
15 aere. The ſeed is generally ſaved; though little of it is ſit 
rbout for "NOK : x . +" 

** ing again, it brings about 18. the peck for the oil - 
wh : 7 mills, 
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obſerved in this pariſh. They endeavour to have wheat e- 
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mills. It i is to be obſerved, that the firlot, both hv igdesd 
wheat, is a Scotch pint larger than the ſtandard. This ma 
be in ſome degree owing to a privilege poſſeſſed by the burgh 
a of Dundee, of taking a ladleful from every boll delivered i 
the town or at, the harhour.— About 80 young cattle are 
reared annually, which are ſold at the age of 2 or 3 yea, 
Very few are fed in the pariſh. Eight or 10 young horte 
are annually bred. The number of horſes is 86 ; of milk 
cows 122; the cattle here are of a ſmall breed, from 15 t 
39 ſtone; there are now no ſheep kept; within theſe 4 
years, there were two conſiderable flocks, whoſe walks have 
been converted into tillage, or occupied by black cattle, to 
which our coarſe. e is better adapted. 


Mantzfacrurer. Wages, Prices, 3 the ſtate of the 
. cultivation of the pariſh, it is evident, that numbers of 
the people are employed i in agriculture, The manufatue 

of coarſe linen alſo employs a conſiderable proportion, 
though the number of weavers' is now greatly leflened, 

the deſtruction of cottages having chiefly affected this clas 
of people. The kinds manufactured here are coarle {hit 
ing and harn or packſheet. This ſtuff ſells from 34d. to 
44d. the yard. An ordinary weaver is able to manufaQure 


While the improvement of land in general has been pretty well a 
tended to, one branch of it, of importance both to the pleaſure and healthy 
ſubſiſtence of the artiſan, has been almoſt entirely negle&ed, vis garden. 
ing. In the gardens. even of the farmers, the only vegetables raiſed art 
kail and potatoes, and ſometimes a few cabbages. In the cottager's yard, 
the laſt is entirely omitted ; though they are all fond of, and conſume 

great quantities of the onion tribe, they never think of cultivating a ſingle 
plant of them. The kail uſed here is a coarſe hardy red ſpecies, which 

Tebins peculiar to the country,-No minerals have been diſcovered, not 
are there almoſt any ſtones fit for building; to which may be attributed. 
in ſome degree, the miſerable hovels in which the people live, and the fen 
incloſures that have yet been made. 


of Abernyte. 5 


from 20 to 30 yards a a. In the pariſh are 3 mills, 2 
for corn, and t for flax. One of the mills only has thir= 
lage, which is not very extenſive, nor are the multures 

heavy, amounting on inſucben or grain thirled to a 5th 
part of the meal produced, on outſucken, to a 20th. Flax 
is ſeutched at 18 d. the ſtone. On a ſmall ſt eam called 
Tidyad, which ſeparates this pariſh from Longforgan, there 
are, within the ſpace of a mile, 9 mills, 4 of which are for 
flax, 2 others within the ſame ſpace were lately pulled 
down, as they ſtood within a piece of . wa out 

for rae ground #, | 


Living 


*The wages in this diſtrict are, for a labourer, 8 d. or 9 d. with his 
victuals; from ts. to 1s. 4d. without; „hen engaged by the ſeaſon for 
threſhing, 9 d. the boll. There is yet only one threſhing-mill in the pa- 
riſn. wages of a wright, 1 s. 4 d.; of a tailor, 8 d. with victuals. Out- 
work is generally done by the piece. Wages of a man ſervant, from L. 8 
to L. 10 a- year; proviſions to thoſe who do not eat in the houſe, 16 pound 
of oat-meal the week, and 6d. for milk, or a cow among two or three; of | 
women ſervants. from L. 3 to L. 3, Io s. which are not paid wholly in 
money, but partly in certain perquiſites called bountiths. Women not 
engaged in ſervice, are employed in ſpinning yarn for liaens and thread. 
For ſpinning, they receive from 1s. 2 d to 15. 5d. the ſpindle, of which 
they ſpin a half one the day. It appears from Boetius, that linen was very 
early a conſiderable manufacture at Dundee, and it ſtill continues the 
ſtaple of this country. A woman's hire for weeding, is 5 d. with victuals; 
or 8 d. without; in harveſt, 9 d. and 10 d.; in harveſt, a man's 18. The 
common practice 1s to hire for a whole harveſt, when a man receives from 
L.1toL.r, 5 s:; a woman, from 15s. to 18 s. A harveſt laſts from 3 to 
$5 weeks, In the Carſe, where the harveſt is earlier, and of ſhorter dura- 
tion, they have frequently flnithed before we begin here. Hence it is 
no uncommon thing for a perſon to reap two harveſts, and in the courſe 
of 5 or 6 weeks to earn, a man L. 2, 10s. and a woman L. 1, 10s. The 
proviſions for reapers uniformly in this country, are bread and ale for din- 
ner; they are allowed ſomewhat more than a pound of oat-bread, and 3 
mutchkins of ale.— The prices of proviſions have been douuled here with- 
in theſe 20 years. Butchers meat is from 3 d. to 4d. the pound; a fowl, 
5.3 eggs, from 3 d. to 8 d.; butter, from d. to 10d: the pound; cheeſe, 
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Living of the People—No 0 Hane mode of living ha 
yet obtained among any claſs in this pariſh. To the — 
the farm or the pariſh ſupplies almoſt every dainty excey 
ſugar and tea. Seldom any ſpirit is uſed but whiſky. The 
wages earned by labourers, compared with the price of 


_ proviſions, point out that the rearing of a family cannot be 


attended with great difficulty. There has not been an i. 


: ſtance of a family applying for relief to the ſeſſion when 


the parents were in health. The ſtaple proviſion among 


the labouring claſs is here, as in almoſt all Scotland, oa. 
meal. Very little meal of peaſe or barley is now eaten, 
while wheat flour is daily coming more into uſe. Every pes 
_ fant poſſeſſes a milk cow, which, if he rent no land, coſt 
about L. 1, 10 8. a- year. Great part of this claſs occupy 
an acre or two of land, and thus ſupply themſelves with 
milk at leſs perceptible expenſe. From Auguſt to April 
ü potatoes in a great meaſure are ſubſtituted for oat- meal, to 
which they add a little ſalt- meat. In ſpring and ſummer 


they ſcarce taſte butcher - meat, except a little unfed vea|, 


which ſells from 14 d. to 2 d. the pound. Since. ſo much 


attention was paid to breeding cattle, this article of pro- 


_ viſion is become ſcarcer. Tea and ſugar are little uſed by 
this claſs of people, though they are daily becoming more 

faſhionable. 
whiſky; the uſe of whiſky has become very great. In 


Their chief luxuries are ſnuff, tobacco and 


this malt pariſh there are two licenſed, e ſome pri- 
vate 


from 45. 6 d. to 5 s. 6 d. the ſtone. The price of wheat is commonly a 
bout 6d. or rs. above, and barley 18. below the Haddington market, 
Oat-meal from 10 d. to 15. 1 d the peck, The price of grain from this 
country, in the Canal and other markets, to which it is exported, has 
been much hurt of late by the injudicious practice among ſome buyers, 
of mixing in the ſame cargo the fine large full grain of low rich ſoils, with 
the lean light ſtuff from the hills. This pariſh raiſes a great deal mort 


- proviſion than ſerves itſelf, The overplus is diſpoſed of in the markets & 


Perth, Cupar in Angus, and Dundee, chisfly in the laſt. 
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vate retailers. It tos not, however, produced hitherto” 
any very ſenſible alteration on the conſtitution and morals 
of the people. Perhaps, in a hill country, and where, by 
the permiſſion of ſmall ſtills, there is little temptation to 
adulterate the ſpirit, its effects may be leſs deleterions. 
The uſe of tobacco may almoſt be ſaid to be exceſſive, e- 
ſpecially among the female ſex; there is ſcarce a young 
woman, by the time ſhe has been. taught to ſpin, but has 


zong WY alſo learnt to ſmoke. Smoking ſeems to have been intro- 
oat- duced here as an antidote to rheumatiſm and ague; the 
ten, WW favourable alteration, however, with reſpe& to theſe dif- 
pez. eaſes, has produced only a greater avidity for this indul- 
colts Wi gence. Fuel is not an expenſive article. In ſummer the | 
upp peaſantry burn only broom and furze, which they fre- 
with Wi quently have for the cutting, at all times for a ſmall price. 
pri, WM The light lands in the hills, after being a year or two out 
1, to of tillage, are over-run with broom. Indeed, about 40 
met I years ago, when the exceſſive badneſs of the roads render. 
veal, Jed the tranſportation of fuel difficult, it was reckoned no 
auch inconſiderable improvement to ſow out light lands with 
pro. broom for fuel. In winter they burn turf and coals, which 
1 by lat {ell at Polgavie from 3 s. 6d. to 45. the boll, of 80 
note vt. We have no peats. Coals are found the cheapeſt 
and fuel; but the badneſs of the roads renders the carriage dif- 
in ficult. Hitherto the roads in this pariſh, being a ſmall one, 
pri- and having no refident heritor, have been much neglected. 
vate I Now that the principal roads are making by tolls, it is to 


de hoped, that the croſs roads will be attended to, without 
which this great improvement will be of no uſe-to the hill 
country. To render the conveyance of coal and lime 
more eaſy, it was lately propoſed to cut a canal from the 
Tay to the foot of the hills about Baledgarno, about half 
a mile below this. This uſeful project, however, ſeems at 
preſent to be dropt. A canal would undoubtedly be of 

3 | great 
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great advantage to this diſtrict, to the town of Cuper h 


the pa 
Angus, and to great part of the back country, where they fund 
are obliged to tetch their coal and hme from Perth or Dun- give f 


dee, at a much greater diſtance than the head of the in. 
tended canal would be. The little expenſe that would be © 


fionally ſome whole whole luppurc mutt be derived from 
aL the 


incurred in cutting a canal through a count: y almoſt per. pariſh 
fectly level, would very toon be . 55 a 9 1. * 
duty. | this 
| Stipend, School, Poor, Ge. — The living conſiſts of 25 bol 
of barley, 2 of wheat, and 4 of oat meal, and L. 36; by 
Scots. Part of the ſtipend is paid out ar certain fands be. WM wes . 
longing to the Cathedral of Dunkeld. A grant for L 21 bent! 
was procured from the Crown in 1744, to be divided + fined 
mong the miniſters of Dunkeld, Bervie and Abernyte; 24 
but from the manner in which the money is collected, they IM have k 
are able to realize only about 8 guineas each. The whole  produ 
ſtipend may be worth i. 62. The glebe conliſts of about * 
0 2 : 8 | ſtate; 
10 acres, one halt of which is rocky paſture ground. The wy 
King is patron —The ichoolmaſter's ſalary is only 100 MW «i. 
merks Scots, with a houſe and garden. The ſcholars may BW ci 
amount to 30. The fees are, for reading, Is. for writing, 0 
arithmetic and latin, I's. 6d.; the whole living, including Ws 
ſeſſion· clerk's emoluments, does not amount to L. 15 » br th 
year.— The average number of poor maintained by the the n. 
pariſh is 3 or 4. [he und tor ſupporting them ariſes from oy 
contributions on Sundays, and ſome ſmall fees for the ue WM 
of the pall, &c. The annual amount of the collections WM « © 
and fees is about L. 1 3- This fund is more than ſufficient * for 
for the maintenance of the poor, and has been accumu- 8 
lating for ſeveral years paſt. No perſon belonging to the M not 
pariſh is permitted to beg. The poor, in general, earn WM that: 
ſome part of their own ſubſiſte e ttongh there are oces- pinn 


part 
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i; Ml the th 1 ſhould be obſerve d, that the * of the 
* fund cannot be laid out upon the poor; every ſeſſion muſt 1 
) 7 give ſome ſalary. however ſmall, to their clerk, beadle, 2 
e. It is much to be wiſhed, that ſeſſions could afford to give 1 

be more than they uſually do to their clerk, who, in all country | 
pariſhes, is alſo the ſchoolmaſter, as the landed proprietors 3 

2 c in Scotland ſeem determined to oppole the jutt claims of 1 
8 this moſt uſeiul body of men to ſome increaſe of ſala- i a 

bolk  Charatter Y 
365 * In 1782 3. this parich ſhared with the reſt of the country, in the late- 3 
be. ness and (cantivets o the crops. But the ſeilion's fund was found fuffi. | A 
42 vient for the additional claims then made upon them, and this pariſh de- 'N 
d a. clined aceeytiug any of the Government bounty given to the North of 'Y 
Scotland; tnuugh ſome of the more opulent parithes in the neighbour- 9 

Fo] hood claumed their ſhare, The year 1740 1 ſeems, from all tradition, to A 
they have been more diſtre ing to the poor than 1782-3. The country itfelf 3 
hole produced a much ſmaller quantity of grain. That moſt uſeful vegetable, | y 1 
bout potato, was unknown ; manufactures were in a much leſs flouriſhing 1 
a tate; aud cattle, the ſtaple commodity of this country, at that time bore no = 

The price; a cow or yuung ox, now worth L. 5 Sterling, ſelling then for L. 10 J 
100 vr L. 12 Scots. It appears, from tradition, and our ſeſſion record, that N f 
may much of the peoples diu reſs here, aroſe from want of employment; which 1 f 
ing, diabled them from purchaſing meal, though ſold at a lower price than Ef 
j in 1983. The heritors of this pariſh. according to a general order of the MH 
ing county, met twice. to conſider the tate of the poor, and of the fund 1 
5 & for their ſupport. The ſeilion's fund was ſound adequate to the relief of 1 
the the neceſütous, during the whole of that ſevere ſeaſon. This fund they B 
125 expended in purchaſing oat-· meal, which they diſtributed according to the 1 
4 wants of families, ailowing $ pound the week to young perſons, and thoſe 74M 
| unable to work. They appointed alſo lint to be bought, and given un- i 
10Ns * to thoſe women that are c-pable of ſpinning, that they may partly work | "i 
ent for their own livelihood.” I have quoted theſe words of the record, 1 
* becauſe they evince, either that the art of ſpinning was not univerſally prac- B 
7 tiſed, or that ſome number had been diſabled from working. The firſt is | 7 ja 
molt likely. This extract ſhows alſo the low itate of the manuiacture at Y 

arn that time. A woman is now able not only to earn her ſubſiſtence by 7 1 
ca- inning, but to ſave money. The flax was then bought, that they might Y 
om part work. for their livelihood. Yarn then ſold for leſs than the ſpin- 4 
—_ — 1 
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Charafter of the People —Al the ;ntibilans 1 to 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, except 1 Unitarian, 1 family d 
Epiſcopals, and 1 of Baptiſts. There are few diſtrict n 
Scotland that have been leſs diſturbed by religious difſenſiong 
than the Carſe of Gowrie. From Perth to the extrenj. 
ty of the county towards Dundee, a populous diſtrict d 
18 miles in length, and 5 or 6 in breadth, there are but 
2 meeting houſes for ſeparatiſts, each of which has but! 
ſſmall flock. The inhabitants of this diſtri were much 
reproached by the zealots of laſt century, for their ſupineneſz 
and carleſſneſs about their controverſies; though the people 
here are moderate, they are not juſtly reproached with in. 
attention to religion; in general they attend its ſervices 
well. The people are induſtrious and peaceable, though 
unrefined in their manners. Few have been known to in- 
8 lit in the army, er have entered into the navy, none 
belonging 


ning of it now coſts. Wheels for two hands, now univerſally uſed in tha 
country, were not then introduced. Wheels of any kind, indeed were 
little uſed. The rock and ſpindle were the only inſtruments ſor manu- 
facturing yarn.—Another circumſtance, in the record, points out the 
great ſtraits to which the people were reduced. It is well known what 
zeal the people of Scotland at that time cheriſhed for a ſtrict obſervation 
of the Sabbath; yet, fix or ſeven of the people having, in the beginning 
of harveſt, got in ſome early parcels of grain, united in ſetting the mill a 
going. that they might have meal for immediate uſe. The ſeſſion were 
under the neceſſity of taking cogniſance of this breach of the Lord's day. 
And the miller having ftated to them, ** that he never ſet on the mill on 
« the Lord's day, but for the behoof of ſuch people as repreſented to him 
that they could get neither meal to buy nor borrow, and had none;“ 
and the people alſo having declared that they were in abſolute want, the 
ſeflion found them not deſerving of eenſure. Among this group of cul 
prits, was Mr Alexander Nicol, at that time ſchoolmaſter of this pariſh. 
He, at that time, was much regarded as a poet in this corner, and ſuffered 
the proverbial lot of that unfortunate race. He publiſhed two ſmall vo- 
lames, chiefly in the Scottiſh dialect. The firſt called Nature without 


Art, and the other the Rural Muſe. He was afterwards tranſlated tt 
Collace. 8 
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belonging to this pariſh has ever been the fubjed a a cri- 
8; minal trial. One perſon only has emigrated to America. 


y There 15 no record of any murder having happened in he 
* parih; tradition mentions 1 tuicide about 50 years ago. : 
7 | Belief in the power of ſpells and charms ſtill prevails here 
1 in a great degree z they atiribute power to them only in | | : 
. ternal dilorders, and ſome chronical diſeaſes. A know- þ 
* ledge of them is confined to a few families. The recourſe I 
1 of ine people to remedies of this kind is leſs to be wonder- 1 
* ed at, as they are always adus iniſtered gratuitoully, and 1 
by many of them are at a diltance from a re guiar practitioner q 
in payſic. It muſt be a contiderable time betore every I 
by ſpecies of ſuperſtition be eradicated from the n-inds of 1 
9 people, who confider every thing as lacred that has been | 
— lanctioned by the er of their 1 rathers. ih 
Curiqſities 5 es Thin is a water fall at the 3 
this WY head of a den, whoſe depth is about 50 or 60 feet perpen- : 
vere Wl dicular. This den continues for about half a mile, when | 
5 it loſes itſelf in the Carſe of Gowrie, at the village of Ba- . 
. ledgarno, in the pariſh of Inchture. In this den Mr Gray, 


tio i ſome years ago, attempted to open a copper- mine; but 
ning Wl though he found ſome ore, it was not judged worth work- 
ins, On the edge of this den, King Edgar of Scotland 
Fs built a caſtle, to overawe a powerful body of robbers, who 
1 on il en infeſted the country. No veſtige of the building now 
him remains: a farm-houſe, built upon the ſite, ſtill retains the 
name of the caſtle. Upon the top of a hill, called Glenny- 
2 law, are two cairns; and a te w Wars ago there was ano- 
riſh, ther in the glebe, under which a few bones were found, 
ered Theſe are ſaid to have been raiſed in conſequence of a bat- 
tle between two powerful families, the Grays of Fouls and 
* the Boyds of Pitkindie, in this pariſh, in which the latter 
were victorious, On the ſame hill is one of thoſe circles, 
Vou, IX. 5 called 
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called Druidical, conſiſting now only of ſeven ſtones. And 
In Stockmuir, about a mile from this one, there is another 
of nine ſtones ; both have conſiſted of more; three or four 
have been taken from the firſt not long ago. In a fey 
years, there will be no veſtige of either. This laſt is ity. 
ated juſt at the foot of Dunfinnan Hill, on which was the 
reſidence of the famous Macbeth. The ſite of his caftle 
was admirably choſen for a place of defence, being a coni. 
cal riſing on the weſt end of the hill, almoſt inacceſſible, ex. 
cept on one fide. The excellence of its ſituation had be- 
fore pointed it out to Kenneth III. and other Kings, as a fe. 
cure place of reſidence. The fite of the caſtle is within 
the pariſh of Collace.— Upon the top of King's-ſeat, ano- 
ther part of the ſame hill, in this pariſh, there is the ruin of 
a circular incloſure, ſimilar to Macbeth's caſtle, but much 
ſmaller. This, as it commanded a more extenſive proſped 
than the caſtle itſelf, taking in beſide a vaſt extent of coun- 
try, great part of the ſea-coaſt, from the mouth of the frith 
of Forth to the South Eſk, probably was a watch-tower 
or out- poſt; and, from this circumflance, had received it 
name. So prevalent is the notion, that all great atchieve- 
ments in former times, were performed by men of ſuperior 
ſize and ſtrength, that Macbeth's caſtle, though the hiſtory of 
it is ſo well known, is called by no other name, amony 
the vulgar, than the Giants Houſe. 
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NUMBER XI. 
PARISH oy BIRNIE, 


(Gounrr oF Exon, Srxon oF Monar, PRESBYTERY 
or ELGIN.) 


— 


By the Rev. Mr Joszrn ANDERSON. 


Name, Extent, Sc. 


T.. pariſh was named Brenuth about the beginning of 


the 13th century: A. name probably derived from 


Brae-nut, i. e. High land abounding in nuts;” for many 
hazle trees once grew upon the ſides of the hills and banks 
of the rivulets, and the general appearance of the pariſh is 


hilly. The natives pronounce it Burn-nigb, i. e. A. vil- 


lage near the burn or river.” This etymology is deſcrip- 


tive enough of the particular place now called Birnie. The 


remoteſt houſe is 7 miles from Elgin, where the poſt goes 
thrice eaſt and weſt every week. Ihe figure of the pariſh 


is irregular, but comes neareſt to an oval ſhape ; the diſ- 


tance from the N. to the S. extremity being about 5 miles, 


and from the E. to the W. about 2. 


Surface and Soil. The greateſt part of the ſurface confiſt- 
ing of ſeveral high hills covered with hentb, makes in ge- 
neral 
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neral a bleak rugged appearance; the cultivated ſoil, hoy. 
ever, in the valleys, and on the ſides of hills, and the 
| ſeveral falls of water in the rocky channel of the rivulet 
have formed ſome beautifully diverſified ſcenes. The Why 


cultivated ſoil conſiſts of moor and peat. moſs, with ſome 


interjacent plots of green paſture. The arable land in ge. 
neral is ſandy, ſhallow, ſtony and ſteep, lying either on z 
bed of rock, or of compacted gravel. Some fields contigu- 


| ous to the Loſſie, conſiſt of loam either upon a clayilh ot 


ſandy bed. Several plots of a moſſy and moory nature are 
to be found both among the high and low lands. 


Rivulets, Cc. — The pariſh is adorned with the three ri. 
vulets of Lennock, Barden and Ruſheroock, which flow i in- 

to the river Loſſie. The Loſſie taking its riſe in the pariſh 
of Ediakillie, and gliding through Dallas, begins at its con- 


fluence with the burn of Lennock, to run by part of the 


weſt fide, and then through the north end of this pariſh, 
and after a courſe of about 18 miles from its origin to its 
mouth, flows into the ſea at the harbour of Loſſie mouth. 
The river abounds in burn trouts and eels. Some ſalmon, 
finnacs *, and white trouts ſwim up the river about Lam- 
mas, which give fine diverſion to the angler. The moſt 
remarkable inundations happened in the years 1768 and 
1782. Three-fourths of the farm of Over-bogs have been 
deſtroyed by land floods, which have hurled from the hills 
an immenſe quantity of ſtones and ſand, and left them upon 


that plain ſield, where the river ſometimes Parts into two 
or three ſtreams. | 


5 Finnacs are a ſpecies of fiſh in colour and ſhape like a ſalmon. They 
weigh from 2 lb. to 41b. White trouts are of a leſs ſize, but of a whiter 
colour. . They are ſuppoſed to be two ſpecies of ſea trouts. In April, 


ſhoals of the fry of each ſpecies ſwim down to the ſea, from which oy 
= do not return ſooner than July, 
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Climate —The air is pure along the banks of the Loſſie, 
but rather moiſt among the hills. They riſe to a conſider- 
able height above the Loſſie, and attract more ſhowers than 


the low land. The inbabitants, however, in each of theſe 
places, are equally healthful, and free from any diſorders, | 


but * as are common all over this country. 


Minerals; I WIA GA large chain of rocks 


extend eaſt and weſt through the middle of the piriſh. The 
greateſt part of the country houſes are built with moor f 
tones, which abound in every hill. Some ſtrata of free- 

ſtone, of flate and limeſtone, have been lately diſcovered. 
The freeſtone and late have been uſed in repairing the | 


church and manſe. There are ſome oak, birch, hazle, aſh, 


and plane trees; but they are not ſuffi vient for ſupplying 
the implements of huſbandry. Some large trunks of oak 


and fir are dug out of the moſſes. Of theſe the inhabitants 


make very ſtrong couples and lath for their houfes. Fruit | 


trees are ſcarce. The ſhrubs of broom, furze, juniper, ſloes, 


hips and brambles, are innumerable. The water-lilly is 


the only herb, which perhaps is peculiar to this pariſh, it 
grows in the Gedloch. Moorfowl, partridge and hare are 
the principal game. The Earl of Moray, as tradition re- 
lates, uſed often to hunt and ſhoot on theſe hills. That he 


might have accommodation during the ſporting ſeaſon, be 


allotted a croft of land to the vintner, and another to the 
blackſmith ; for which the one paid a roſe, and the other a 
horſe ſhoe, yearly, if required. The crofts Kill retain the 


names of Brewer's-croft and Smithy-croft. The lapwing 
appears in Varch, the cuckoo in April, and the ſwallow 
in May; they all begin to diſappear about the end of ſum- 


mer, 
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; Agriculture TM 2X thing 

Number of acres in Scotch e 

meaſure, = - are eq 

| Ns 8 arable, 5 : 90 and pe 

3 of which under oats, | 5 ; : *:-_ of Ap 

1 — — under bear and barley, | x ba ing of 

e 88 | - under wheat, rye and peaſe, | 15 200 middl 

— — — - | . le y or natural graſs, - 2 her, a 

— — —— under clover and rye-graſs, turnip | The 

potatoes, flax and cabbage a : diſting 

Total value of produce at L. 3 the acre, 3 5 "ll derab 

te 35539 „ wo fal 
Number of horſes 140, N at 140 5 F phant 

eee ee 

e ON p ſheep 1500, at 58. each, 375 8 _ 

— — ſwine 5, at 15s. each, 3 15 3 

| | : 3 the v 


from 
abou! 
ring 
fectic 
by dl 
zd. 


Total value of live ſtock, | — 5 L 2018 1 
Valued rent in Scotch money, Ob L. 73. 
mo rent (1791.) in Sterling, — = + 0 

Feu- duty payable to the Earl of mp olle 8 

„ b 

: And biſhops rents, - - : _ A i oo 

| — 3 107 


e Number of "ER above L. 50 yearly, : — ah 
— — ditto under L.5o0, 5 4 : 5 P 
— — — graſs farms poſſeſſed by non-reſding tenants, f num 
— — cart, - > a ; 100 wer. 
— — — ploughs, | . wt 8 45 beſt 
2 we rye are ſown in November. Several at far 
* 8 ave Deen made to prevent ſmut 1 in wheat without rin 
cceſs. By a few recent experiments, however, there b ire 
ground to think that ſmut may be prevented b 4 in the land 
ſeed wheat on a kiln with a flow fire of peats. "Ia fol _ 
EXC 


of wheat may be feduced by the heat to about eight. No 
thing 


of Birni e. 4 RE. 


thing would be more agreeable than to hear that others 
are equally fortunate in making ſimilar experiments.—Gats 
and peaſe are ſown from the 13th of March to the middle 
of April; barley from the middle of April to the begin- 
ing of June; turnip ſeed from the 25th of June to the 
middle ot july. Har veſt begins about the 12th of e 5 
ber, and ends about fix weeks afterward. 

The late Earl of Findlater and Seafield, 'a nobleman of 
diſtinguiſhed character, induced his tenants to make conſi- 
derable improvements in agriculture, by encouraging them 
to fallow their fields, to ſow graſs and turnip ſeeds, and 
plant potatoes. All which are obviouſly of great advan- 
tage to the farmer. He promoted allo the manufacture of 
flax and wool, by giving ſpinning wheels to the farmers 
wives and daughters. They now manufacture the whole of 
the wool of their own ſheep. Of a ſtone of wool they make 
—— © from 36 to 40 ells of excellent plaiding, which they ſell for 

(BY about 15. the ell. When they have done with manufactu- | 
3 OW ring the wool, fince the ſoil does not produce flax to per- 
o 0 fection, they employ themſelves in ſpinning flax imported 
Ji by the merchants in the neighbourhood, who allow them ; 
o 108 3d. for each hank of the coarleſt, and 6d. for each hank of 
——W the fineſt yarn which they ſpin. 


5009 


45 


Population, Ge. According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
„1 number of ſouls was then 525.—The numbers in 1781 
100 were 460; in 1791, were 402. To explain the decreaſe, 
„beides 24 perſons who have emigrated to America, two 
farms are poſſeſſed by tenants who do not refide in the pa- 
nh, for the purpoſe of paſture, where 4 tenants formerly 
lived. Beſides there are 4 tenants who poſſeſs as much 
land as 8 did before. There were 6 heritors in 1766, ſince 
lot that period the Earl of Findlater has purchaſed all the lands 
No Kcept a croft of about 5 acres, ES 
5 Average 
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Average of births for | Members of the Eſta. 


8 years preced. 1791, 9 bliſhed Church, — 400 
Ditto of deaths, ditto, 2 | Seceders, - — 0 
Ditto of marriages, ditto, 2 Schoolmaſter, | 
7 Under 10 years of age, 101 Voung perſons taught 
— 1), 8; do read and Write, f 
% mn Dis; taght Latin, 

116% dd Weavers, +» 

— go, 16 Carpenters, 8 1 
100. 2 Blackſmith, - —_ 


q 

$ 

? 

Houſes inhabited, „ 35 Shoemakers;  '-- 6 
Married perſons, 128 Tailors, n 
2 


Average children from Miller, „„ 
each marriage, „ Day-labourers, , 
Widowers, gs 10 Male farm-ſervants, - 21 


e 1 YO eee ditto, e 17 


The farms in general being of ſmall extent, are managed 


by the tenants themſelves, and their children. They ouly 
need the aſliſtance of reapers in harveſt. 


Stipend, Church, Poor, Oc. — The money: ſtipend is L. 41, 
468. 419d. Sterling; the victual, 18 bolls 2 pecks 33 lippies 
bear; and, 20 bolls 1 firlot 3 pecks 1 lippie oat- meal. 
Patron, the Earl of Moray. The glebe, graſs incloſure, 
and garden, contain about 9 acres, The church, built with 
hewn freeſtone, conſiſts of a nave and choir. Part of the 

walls was repaired in 1734, as appears from the date on the 

| belllhouſe. The late Mr Shaw, a learned and reſpectable 
clergyman of this preſbyterq, who publiſhed the hiltory of 
this province in 1775, ſays, that it is probable, that the bi- 
ſhop's firſt cathedral in this dioceſe was fituated in Birnie, 
and that Simeon de Tonei, one of the biſhops of Moray, 
Was buried un Birute in 1184. It is held in great veners- 
3 | tion 


+> OO a 
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non by many in this county. They till, in ſome meafure, 

entertain a ſuperſtitious conceit, that prayers there offered 

up three ſeveral Sabbaths will furely be heard. Inſo- 

nuch that when a perſon is indiſpoſed, or of bad behaviour, 
this common faying obtains, * You have need to be pray- 
ed for thrice in the church of 9 that you muy e 
end or mend. . 

There are 18 poor now inrolled, who have nothing to 
depend upon for their ſapply but the weekly voluntary 
collections, and a {hare of a mortification, which amount on- 
ly to about L. 7 a- year. That ſum is diſtribmed among 
them every year, and goes but a ſhort way towards ſupply- 
ing their wants. The aged and infirm, therefore, mult tra- 
vel beyond the bounds of the parith, and implore alms from 
the charitable. It is remarkable, however, that 20 years 
ago, there was but one common beggar in the pariſh. He 
was blind, and led from door to door. To the poor who 
are not able to work, nor go from home, the parithioners 
prove their charitable diſpoſition, by putting ſome m-al in- 
to bags, hung up in the mill, for the purpoſe of their relief, 
when they are grinding their corn there, or by ſending them 
at other times ſuch quantities of meal and of fuel as they 
can ſpare, 


Miscellaneous Obſervations —The talleſt man in the pariſh 
is 6 feet 24 inches. The general ſize of the people is ſup- 
poled to be 5 * feet. The year 1782 was very remark- 
able for the lateneſs and coldnefs of the harveſt, which on- 
ly began the 15th October that year. At a moderate com- 
putation, one half of the corn was damaged by the froſt 


and heavy falls of fſwow. The ſcarcity and high price of 


meal that enſued was truly alarming; and had not Pro- 
vidence put a ſtop to hoſtilities in America and Europe, 
and given the Britiſh Parliament time to mind the Rate of 

Vor. IX. 1 > North 
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"North Britain at that period, thouſands muſt have periſhed 
for want of bread. Happily, in conſequence of ſome ſup. 
ply of meal from Government, and by importing corn and 
meal from the Continent of Europe, none died for want gf 
the neceflary means of ſubſiſtence. At that time potatoes 
were often uſed in place of bread by many. A family, 
conſiſting of 9 perſons, had nothing elle to eat for a whole 
week, and yet they looked pretty well.—There is plenty 
of heath, furze, broom, turf, and peat. Peats are the beſt 
fuel. A great many, beſides the pariſhioners, are ſupplied 
with peats from the moſſes of Birnie. Two hundred loads 
of peats are requitite to keep a good fire in a room, and 4- 
nother in the kitchen, for a year. They cannot be cal, 
dried, and carried home, at the diſtance of 4 miles, for leb 
than s. the load. — Che people are induſtrious, temperate, 
and cheerful, though poor. Muſic is their favourite diver. 
ſion. Some of them can play on the bagpipe, and others 
on the violin. Ferocious manners have given place to ci- 
vilized. There has been no inſtance of ſuicide or murder 
during the laſt 26 years. Neither has any one been ba. 
nithed, or ſuffered capital puniſhment. They ſpeak Eng- 
lich, iu the Scotch dialect. It is remarkable in this, as wel 
as in other pariſhes of this county, that when the conſo- 
nants r and s meet, as in the words horſe, curſe, &c. the let. 
ter V is quieſcent, and the common people pronounce theſe 
words as if they were written 50%, cuſs *. 


Antiquities and Natural Curigſities.— A ſtone baptiltery, 
and an old bell, made of 4 mixture of filver and copper, ot 


** As to the price of grain, and other proviſions, for Io years preceding 

1791, the price of a boll of wheat, on an average, is L. 1; of barley, 105. 
of oats and oat-meal, 145. 6 d.; of peaſe and barley meal, 138. 4 d.; of 
the beſt beef, mutton, veal, pork, and ſalmon, 3 d. the pound; of a hen, 

7 d.; of a chicken, 3 d.; of a pigeon, 1 d.; of a dozen of baddocks, 6d. 


of Birnie. 


an oblong figure, named the coronach, are ail kept as the 
remains of antiquity. Tradition relates that the bell was 


made at Rome, and conſecrated by the Pope. — The 6:b/e- 


ſtone, having the figure of a book diſtinctly engraven, lying : 
about a mile eaſt from the church, on the fide of the road 
leading from Birnie to Rothes, has probably been placed 
there as a land- mark. — The Cairn of Killforeman, of a co- 
nical figure, ZOO feet in circumference at the baſe, has been 


probably placed over the remains of a brave man, whoſe 


exploits are now forgotten.—The cave in the middle of a 


ſteep high rock, near the Gedloch, was, according to tra- 
dition, haunted about 129 years ago by a gang of armed 


ruffiaus, who had no viſible way of obtaining the means of 


ſubſiſtence, but by theft and robbery. The happy conſti- 


tution we now enjoy has ſuppreſſed all ſuch lawleſs ban- 
ditu.— All who have ſeen the falls of water in the Lin of 
the Shoggle, and the Fats of Gienlaterach, much admire 


them, and the adjacent wilds, There is about 20 feet of a 
fall of water in each of theſe places.—Some veitiges of an 
incampment can be traced in a well-aired dry lituation, wa- 
tered on the weſt fide by the burn of Barden, and fortified 
on the E. and N. by a valley. It commands a proſpect of 
the Moray Frith, from Speymouth to Cromarty Bay. 


Probably the Danes, after invading this part of the coun- 


try, bad a camp there. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages.—The paſture for cattle 
and ſheep annexed to the ſeveral farms in the Highlands, 
is of great ad vantage to the tenants; but the arable land 
being much expoſed to the north, the corn growing there 
15 late in ripeniag, and frequently damaged by froſt From 
the winter {olitice to the vernal equinox, heavy falls of 
now often cover the face of the earth, and deprive the 
keep of convenient paſture. They, baving nothing but 

ftraw 
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ſtraw to eat in the folds, become lean and feeble ink, 
much, that when the ewes yean, many lambs die; becauf 


their dams have not milk enough for them. The owner 


would therefore do well to provide a ſufficient quantity q 
turnip and hay for the ewes. Materials for the implement; 
of agriculture are ſcarce, An alh tree coſts the artifice 
| himſelf from 15. 6d. to 25. Sterling the foot. It woul 


therefore be equally advantageous to the proprietors and 


| tenant», that ſuch an extent of walte ground were incloſed, 


pad planted with aſh, birch, and alder, as might furniſh the (ISLE 
farmer with every necefiary utenſil of timber. 
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NUM B E R XII. 7 
PARISH or KILMORY, 


(isrE or ARRAN, County or BuTE, SYNOD or AR- 
GYLE, PRESBYTERY OF KINTYRE.) 


By the Rev. Mr JohN HAMILTON. 


Origin of the Names Arran, Kilmory, &c. 
*RADITION ſays, that the name Arran is derived from 
where a battle was fought by Fin or Fingal, (the chief 


King of Swedland's ſon, where was a great ſlaughter. 
Fingal being conqueror, the plat of ground was called in 


of Fin,” which by degrees was written Arran. Kilmo- 


itſelf, Cull Mhuire. The iſland of Arran contains only 
two pariſhes, Kilmory and Kilbride. Kilmory pariſh ex- 
tends 30 miles in a ſemicircular form, from Dippin on the 


ſouth 


L a plat of ground in the north end of the iſland, 
of the giants,) who inhabited this iſland, with Manus, the 
Gaelic by a name which literally ſignifies, “ Fin's ſlaugh- 
2 Ar and Fin being joined, make | the name in 


Gaelic to be, in the genitive, Ar. f bin, or the © Slaughter : 


rp ſignifies, in Gaelic, © St Mary's Chapel,” or in Gaelic 
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ſouth-eaſt, to techn in the north extreme of As Cave. 
It is bounded on the S. E. 8. W. and N. W. by the ſez; nd wh 
and in the narroweſt place is only 6 miles from Kintyre; i inks, 


on the N. E. by a ſpacious central common moor, wher, delltou, 


the horſes and ſheep of the iſland range promiſcuouſly urs, 
ſummer.— The ſurface of the pariſh is uneven and billy; ſor 
the ſoil is various, partly graveliſh, clay, and moſſy, and n 
is capable of producing hight crops of barley, oats, (n f co 
ſome places,) peaſe, and flax only for private uſe; but po. high, 1 


tatoes are planted i in every tarm, and are the general tool 20 
| the roc 


The c: 
bn it tt 
2 mile 


20 p 


Diiſea ſes. ri diſeaſes here, are cancers, rheums, Koe 
brought from other countries, and a great death of new. 
burn infants, by the falling down of the jaws : and ſome 
women die in childbed, both which laſt two are attributed 


to the untkilfulnels of midwives, who venture upon ihe Fit 
practice from natural courage, without neceſſar) aud pro- je the 
per knowledge, there being none duly qualihed in the es 
iſland. The oldeit man now living in the pariſh, is 85, a In the 
few more have turned 80, and there has been an inſtance mules 
of 1 who reached 95. | | {out 
prod. 


E. at 
table 


e Lochs or Lales.— The burns here, which ſcarce 


deſerve the name of rivers, have, lome of them, their 


ſource from lochs or lakes in the mountains, and ſome from WIE 
numberleſs ſprings; after a hort and rapid courie they empty paril 
themſelves into the ſea ; they abound with fine trouts, and Roc! 
ſome ſalmon. There are 3 lochs or lakes; ; the principal trio 
of which is Earſay loch, in the weſt of the ifland, which 
abounds with trouts of different ſizes, and fine ſalmon, BW 7 
which are caught by erui ves and draught- lines. A 


Caves. 


of Kilmory, 167. 


Caves. There are ſeveral natural caves, the principal, 


n : i e - 

ses: nd which highly excites the curioſity of ſtrangers of all 

* tanks, is one in the weſt of the iſland, oppoſite to Camp- 

hat delltown, called the King's Cove, becauſe, as tradition af- 

un ws, King Robert de Bruce and his retinue lodged in it 

ily; ſome time, when taking ſhelter in retired places, be- 

be Fre his defeat. of John Baliol, and acceſſion to the throne 

(i ff Scotland. It is 40 yards long, 16 broad, and about 20 

1 high, in which are ſeveral engravings and antique igures ; ; 

food eemingly a coat of arms, and forms of weapons are cut in 

| the rock; a little within the entry are the letters M. D. R. 
The cave is fo ſpacious, that ſermons have been preached 

vers Wit it to ſome hundreds of hearers at different times. About mw 

oy. a miles ſouth from it is another cave, which could contain 

one 20 perſons ; ; but nothing elſe remarkable 3 in it. 

. : Hill and Sea Coaſt. —The higheſt hill is Beinnbharfhionn, 

pro. er the Mountain of the white top,“ ſo called, from its 

the Neing covered a great part of the year with ſnow; it ſtands 

3,2 in the N. W. part of the iſland, and is ſuppoſed to be 2 

nce Wiles high; but the adjacent mountain called Goatfield, 
though not quite ſo high, is yet more remarkable, as it 
produces brilliant ſtones. The ſea-coaft, eſpecially in the 

ire E. and S. part of the pariſh, is a proud and very unhoſpi- 

zeir able ſhore ; but towards the W. and N. ſomewhat leſs ſo, 

Fon excepting a large ſunken rock in the W. S. W. part of the 

pty pariſh, almoſt oppoſite to Campbelltown, called the Tron 

ind Rock; it lies conſiderably off the land, and has s proved de- 

pal trimental to many veilels. | 

ich 

: Light Hoh. In the iſle Pladday, A ills off the land, 


in the eaſt part of the pariſh, a light houſe has lately been 
erected, with two different lights, to diſtinguiſh it in the 
night 
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night os thoſe on the Mulls of Kinyre, Galloway, W 
ns 


Fj 72 —the ſea-coaſt abounds with fiſh of different kink _ 
| buch as herring, ſalmon, ſcate, cod, ling, lythe, flounds 63 
haddock, whiting, &c. but the inhabitants have not 2. you 
quired the art of being very beneficial to themſelves i 
fiſhing any of theſe bur herring. There is alſo in the 
ſeas a hugh fiſh, called Sail-fiſh, which is caught by ſticking N 
them with ſharp-edged inſtruments, of the harpoon kind; 
they are productive of good quantities of oil; but the 


fiſhermen muſt be dexterous when about to ſtick the fi 1 
as the attempt is ſometimes dangerous. 5 = 
Church, Stipend, School, Poor, —In this pariſh are tu Ver 
places of worſhip, exclulive of that occupied by the cate roal 
chiſt in the north-end of the iſland. The principal pats oth 
chial kirk is at Kilmory, in the ſouth end of the iſland, w Ati 
built in 1785, with Gothic windows, and 1 gallery, The eh 
other place, called Shiſken, is 6 computed miles weſtward par 
The Duke of Hamilton is patron, and ſole proprietor, es jy 
cepting two farms. The ſtipend is L. 70, excluſive of 4 "4 
manſe and glebe.—There are two parochial ſchools. The 2 
ſalary allowed to the principal is L. 50 Scots, the half d 17 
which is paid by the Duke of Hamilton, and the other by * 
the tenants of the diſtrict. To the other ſchool is allowed Y 
L. 40 Scots, paid alſo in halves, as aforeſaid. The paril _ 
is divided into 2 parochial diſtricts; each of the ſchod: , 
 malters has in his own diſtrict, 1 s. for marriage, 6 d. for : 
baptiſm, and L. 6 Scots each for ſeſſion- elerkſhip; thei 5 
number of ſcholars may be 50 each, more or leſs; bu ma 
there are alſo many petty ſchools. The wages are invat by 
ably 1 8. the quarter for reading, I s. 6d. for writing, l din 
2 8. 6 d. for arithmetic. un 
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The number of poor on the pariſh-roll _ 40, who 4 
ſupplied by the weekly collections as often as the fund 
admits; but which is quite inadequate to their need. Such 
therefore of them as can go about, receive alms from the 


country people; and thoſe who are decrepit or confined to 


bed, are, in addition to the ſurplus received from the fel, 
ſion, ſupported by country charity ſent to them; for the 
people, according to their abilities, are very charitable, and 7 
attentive to real * 5 


Exports. 3 hundreds of black cattle are annually . 
exported to Ayrſhire; they are bought up by different 
perſons, and ferried in every month from May to Decem- g 
ber; ſo that their number cannot eaſily be aſcertained. A 
conſiderable quantity of barley 1s alſo exported to Greenock, 
Saltcoats, Irvine, Ayr, and Campbelltown ; but 3 licenſed | 
diſtillers have lately been erected in the iſland, which will 
exhauſt a great part of the barley that can henceforth be 
ſpared. Alſo kelp is manufactured here, and exported, | 
perhaps 60 tons in the year. They alſo export ſmall quan- 
ities of mutton, and linen yarn, by all which commodities, 


they are enabled, in addition to induſtry and ceconomy, to 


pay their rent, and anſwer the other exigencies of their 
But as the iſland breeds no horſes, the people. 

are obliged to buy at dear rates, in Argyleſhire, and o- 
ther places; they alſo frequently buy ſheep for breed in 
Ayrſhire, as in ſtormy ſnowy winters many of their ſheep die. 


families. 


Advantages and Diſuduantages.— The chief advantages 


| are good water and pure air; which are counterbalanced by 


many diſadvantages. There are in this pariſh no fafe harbours, 
by which many real loſſes are ſuſtained; expenſe, loſs of 
time, and ſometimes loſs of lives and property, attend the 
unavoidable neceſſity of having recourie to extramaritime 


Vor. . | Y markets, 
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markets, both to ſell what they e. can ſpare, and buy the ma. 
ny things they need. | | 


Tae T he mother tongue is the Gaelic, which i 


univerſally ſpoken ; yet perſons advanced in years under. 


ſtand the Engliſh language tolerably ; they acquire it by in. 

tercourſe with other countries, and are greatly afliſted by 

: having the organs of ſpeech formed in their 2 it be. 
ing the firſt language they are e taught to read. | 


"Miraters Birds, and Minphihiou Altai e have 
tranſient viſits of the ſwan in winter, the fieldfare in time 
of ſnow, and the green plover in May and June, &c.— 
The otter, an agile animal, and of the canine form, often 
| reiorts here; its ſkin fetches a good price, and not with. 
ſtanding his vigilance, he ſometimes falls a prey to the 
markſman; alſo the ſeal, although leldom Its ſkin is like. 
wiſe valuable. . 


Ae &c.—There are in this pariſh 4 40 horſe, 
1388 cows, 208 5 ſheep, 102 goats. There are ſown 1320 


bolls oats, 190 bolls barley, 330 bolls potatoes, 18 bol 


peaſe, 9 bolls flax-leed. The old Scotch plough is generally 
uſed here, drawn by 4 horſes. The nature of the ſoil is 
ſach, that they cannot begin early to till, and can have time 
only to till, at an average, at the rate of about 14 bolls the 
plough —The rent of the Pre 3 is L. 2 398 year. 


Petulation.—Keoording to Dr Webſter's report, the 
numbers then were 2277, at preſent there are in the whole 

of Kilmory 3259 ; but theſe are not all ſupported by the 
produce and internal induſtry of the pariſh, many of the 
young people go to ſervice to the neighbouring countries, 


eſpecially Ayrſhire ; many of the young men are employ- 
4 * ed 
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ed in the fiſheries; ſome in the Revenue cutters, and Ex- 
eiſe yachts; and in time of war many are employed in | 
the Royal navy, and a great number in all the different 
branches of Britiſh trade. From Dippin to Earſay, (ex- 


clufive of what is from Earſay to Lochranza, and which is 


under the charge of a chatechiſt,) there have been in the 
courſe of the year 1791, 71 baptiſms, and 21 marriages. 
Dippin is 16 miles from Earſay ; z Earſay 14 from Leah. 


ranza, No bill of mortality kept. 
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NUMBER XII. 
PARISH or Sr AvDREWe LHANBRYD 
 (Counry OF Ereix, SrxoD | oF r Monar, PRESBYTER! 


or Ero * 


By the Rev. Mr Wirlliam LESLIE. 


Geography and Natural Hiſtory. 


Nax bRT. ſignifying in the original, © St Bridget 
Church,“ was united to St Andrew's, to which laf 


two other chapels had alſo been joined before the Reforma. 
tion. This pariſh meaſures about 3 Engliſh miles from 


W. to E. along the highway from Elgin to Spey; and 
from S. to N. about 4, excluſive of an improvement in the 
hill x mile diſtant, on the S. disjoined by an intervening 
irt of the pariſh of Elgin, to which it pertains. It ws 
originally the moor where the cattle were collected for 
drawing part of the teinds of both pariſhes, before they 
were converted into money, from which it retains the name 
of Terndland; and on account of its diſtance from Elgin, the 
inhabitants have in general ranked hemſelves in this pariſh. 
The generol appearance of the country is a plain, in which 
ſeveral low hills riſe, ſo arranged as to appear connected 

| | 1 | with 
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with each other, and all covered with corn or graſs, or 5 
with plantations of wood. The ſoil in general 18 3 


| yet fertile where it is low and damp. The air is healthful 


and dry; not productive of any prevalent diſtemper ; al- 
though the inhabitants are not diſtinguiſhed for longevity. 
There is one mineral ſpring in the Teindland, of a firong 
chalybeate kind, as yet of no celebrity ; though it has gi- 
ven relief to all who have made proper trial of its effects. 
There are three lakes on tue confines of the pariſh ; the 


larg-ſt, that of Spynie from 4 to 6 feet of water on a deep 


rich mould, inviting its proprietors to drain off its ſhallow _ 
water. Several years ago, one of them carried on this ope- 
ration at a conſiderable expenſe, and with the moſt encon- 


| raging proſpeQts ; but when he had nearly completed the im- 
| provement of the old canal, he was retarded by a litigation | 
before the Court of Seſſion, with his neighbour on the o- 


ther fide of the lake, who wiſhed to retain all the water. 
This oppoſition being at laſt unfucceſsful, the undertaking 
was completed; by which, although not effectual, many 
acres were regained, where the courſe of ridges, the forma- 
tion of artificial roads, and every token of ancient and un- 
known cultivation, moſt evidently and unexpectedly appear- 
ed. The neighbouring ioch of Cots, originally a part of 
that of Spynie, at firſt a {trait of the ocean, deſcribed in the 
chartulary of Moray as a bay, in the 13th century, is on 
the fame level, and offers equal encouragement to drain off 
its water, in proportion to its extent; and being ſupported 
by two conſiderable rivulets, the mouth of the canal would 
afford a profitable ſalmon-fiihing. Lochnabee, in the S. E. 
corner of the pariſh, is about 3 miles in circumference, and 
as an iſland covered w.th wood. There is a foreſt round 
chis lake planted by the Earl of Fife, ſo extenſive and thri- 
ving, as to have already induced a ſcore or two of red deer 
to make their refidence in its cover, Theſe lakes abound 
| with 
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with trout, eel and pike, with a great variety of wild ducks 
and at one ſeaſon of the year with wild geeſe and ſwans; 
but neither the proprietors, nor their tenants, avail them. 
in any degree whatever of theſe advantages. The only ri. 
ver is Loſſie, which, entering the pariſh at the N. W. cor. 
ner, divides it there from the town of Elgin, and ſhaping 
its courſe in the form of a parabola, leaves it near the ſez 
at the north, including within the parabola about one third 
of what was the pariſh of St Andrew's; having its church 
in the apex, at which there 1s a ſubſtantial timber bridge“ 


Population. — According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
numbers then were 690. The number of inhabitants was 
conſiderably greater than now about 30 years ago. Seve- 
; ral farms which were each poſſeſſed by 10 or 16 families, 
are now let to one man; and of late ſeveral are occupied 
by inhabitants of the town of Elgin, and by farmers of o- 
ther pariſhes, ſome of whom have no refident ſervant, and 
others only one or two, where numerous families dwelt. At 
preſent, the number is 777, including the improvement of 
Teindland, making 140 families, of which 1c5 are wedded 


pairs; the number of males 345; females 412. The 


_ yearly average of births is 16, which muſt be multiplied 
by 48 or 50, in order to produce the population ; although 
2 note in the I 7th chapter of e 8 Hiſtory of the Roman 


em pare, 


- 


* A great part of St Andrew's is expoſed to land- floods, by hs 


flow of Loſſey on both ſides. The higheſt now remembered was in 1768; 


a very deſtructive one in 1782; and much damage was done by two, du- 
ring the harveſt of 1789. This calamity might be prevented at no great 
expenſe, by a little concert among the proprietors, and taking out the dam 
of a mill, which has no thirlage, and gives but a trifle of rent. The ex- 
tent of the ſea-coaſt i is only about one mile; a low ſandy ſhore, pertai ning 
to one farm; upon which ordinary tides riſe from 7 to 8 feet perpendi- 
eular; at preſent it affords nothing but an inconſider able quantity of ſea- 
weed for manure, | | 


of St Andrew F, Lhanbrgd. ; 175 


. pie bears, 8 25 the annual proportion of births to 
the whole people, is about 1 to 26 in the province of French 


+ Yainault.” The number of Seceders is 34, Methodiſts 7, N 
fi- Epiſcopalians 2, 736 may be accounted of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church, although nearly 30 of them prefer more generally 
a kind independent preacher, TIT by the magiltrates 


and elders of Elgin 15 


Agriculture, . Grain, catuble roots, al the whole 
claſs of cultivated braſſica, the ordinary fruits, and almoſt 
every tree known in Scotland, are raiſed in the pariſh, 
which has always produced more grain than requiſite for 
the inhabitants. The victual- rents diſpoſed of by the pro- 
prietors to Highland counties of crop 1782, greatly over- 
balanced the ſupply of meal granted to the poor that year 


lies, c 5 | | | 
ies by the State. Since the exciſe on tanning leather obliged 
eo Ml the poorer families to give up making their own ſhoes, 


no hemp has been cultivated; but there is ſtill flax raiſed, 
though only for domeſtic accommodation. There are 252 
horſes, each pair in general managing a plough ; 750 black 
cattle, a very {mall number of which are labouring oxen, 

a 


This meeting was eſtabliſhed about 20 years ago, by one of the mi- 
| niſters of Elgin, who was prejudiced againſt tue preſentee appointed for 
his colleagne ; for the ſupport of which, he bequeathed a capital of L. 100 
Sterling. They aſſemble in an old editice on the end of the church, built 5 
tor the week-day worſhip of the town's people, in compliance with their 
| prejudice for holydays, on the abolition of Epiſcopacy. The managers 


58; let ſuch ſeats as have not been claimed; but a ſubſcription by the hearers 
* is alſo requiſite for the ſupport of the preacher, who has little other con- 
cat | nexion with the Church, but that he muit be licenſed vy a preſbytery of 
am the Synod of Roſs: While the people ot this meeting «re content with 
5 the miniſtration of their reſpectiwe pariſnes, uncels in the article of ordi- 
ö nary public worſhip, which ſome attend from all quarters, at the diſtance 


| to or 16 miles, 
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a few pairs only being employed in the plough and way, 
gon; there are 1060 ſheep, a ſmall number of which ate 
accounted here of the Bakewell breed. They are without 
Horns, and have long wool; the fleece weighs from 7 to 
12 pounds; about a fifth part are of the Linton breed, 
the reſt are a white faced breed, that have alw ays been in 
the country, much diminiſhed in bulk by ſcanty paſtuie; 
as yet there is no idea of improving the quality of the 
wool.—Tenants of the rank of gentlemen have ail their 
graſs of ſown clovers, rye and rib graſs ; the poor tenants 
depend on natural ley-graſs, with a patch of clover in their 
gardens. The rent by the acre on moſt farms is varied e-. 
very year, by the difference of the price of grain, of which 
a portion of the rent of every farm has been in general 
paid. When grain ſells at 145. or 15 8. the boll, che a. 
verage rent by the acre is about 158.; but a great propor- 
tion of almoſt every farm can be only valued at 5 8s. the 
acre and a part of each, if let ſeparately, would bring 3 
guinea the acre. There being little no common paſture 
pertaining to any farm, the land, confidering the quantity 


of grain produced from the UE; muſt be reckoned high 


| rented. 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations. —The poſſeſſors of the landed 
property are 7. The Earl of Fife has the whole of what 
was ihe pariſh of Lhanbryd, and the ancient barony of Kil- 
malemnock, in St Andrew's; the Earl of Findlater hold 


Linkwood and Linksfield, in the weſt ; the Hon. George 


Duff, Barmickity, in the middle of the pariſh ; John Bran- 
der, Eſq; holds Pitgaveny, in the north; William King, 
Eſq; has Newmill, and the lands in the vicinity of Elgin; 
and John Innes, Eſq; writer to the Signet, has Dunkinty, 
towards the eaſt; and a ſmall farm was, in the laſt gene- 


ration, given by Gordon of Cairnfield, for the ſupport of 
3 the 


of 87 Andrew's, Lhanbryd, : 177 


the Epiſcopal chapel in Elgin. The only language of the 
pariſh 1s Scots. The names of the places, in general, are of | 
that language; ſuch as Hornhead, Hairſtones, Hollow- wood, 
and Cockſtown . Theſe are beauties peculiar to this lan- 
guage, in energy, brevity, and animation ; which would be 
more natural ornaments in the Engliſh tongue, than any of 
its exotic importations. Theſe, therefore, as well as the 
Scoticiſms, might be alſo collected and publiſhed. —The peo- 
ple, over all this country, are moſt ſtrictly economical, and 
as little expenſive or luxurious as poſſible. They are diſ- 
poled to every kind of humane and generous action, as 
much as their circumſtances will admit of. The lower 
rank of farmers and labourers, though not content perhaps 
with their ſituation, and though they do not enjoy all the 
comforts ok life, yet do not complain more than their opu- 
ſent neighbours. There are numbers of them, however, who 
are generally without ſmall beer and milk, and almoſt none 
of them have meat, butter, cheeſe or ſpirits, and all their 
poultry and eggs are ſold in the Elgin market. Their 
dreſs, furniture and habitations are {till of the cheapeſt Kinds 
which can be procured. They uſe no candles; and urine 
they ſubſtitute for ſoap. Funerals are conducted without 
expenſe; there is no company or dancing on the occa- 
ſion of a wedding; nor at baptiſms, in general, is there 
any kind of entertainment. Almoſt the only pleaſure 
they indulge in, is meeting occaſionally, to the number of 
15 or 25, for the purpoſe of converſing about ſome of the 
abſtruſeſt doctrines of Calviniſm, in which they diſplay 
their eloquence in the only kind of ſpouting of which they 
have any notion, that of a theological oration and a prayer, 


varied by occaſional reflections on the degeneracy and op- 


preſſions of the age. It is probable, the anceſtors of the 
preſent generation of peaſants poſſeſſed at no period, a 
much larger ſtock of knowledge; but fince, by the altera- 

SILLS tion 
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tion of the Tay the eta of chbelmenere can in Ng 
way ſupport a family, that office has fallen altogether ; into 
the hands of mere ſchool- boys, which they abandon as ſoon 
as their own education is ſuppoſed to be completed, or into 
| that of bankrupt tenants, {till leſs qualificd for the duties of 


= = it. So that a thicker cloud of ignorance mult be ſettling 


over the lower ranks of people, than that which covered 
their fathers. And while the reputation for learning, which 
Scotland has ſo long ſupported among the nations, mult in 
a ſhort time be loſt, thoſe numbers, who, by means of that 
; mediocrity of literature acquired in the pariſh ſchools, roſe 
from the loweſt ſtations of life to merit, wealth, and rank, 
mull be henceforth chained down, hopeleſs and inglorious 
to the miſerable ſphere of their humble birth. Pariſh ſchook 
are peculiar to Scotland. The idea of this inſtitution Wa 
originally ſuggeſted as proper for reconciling the minds d 
the people to the adminiſtration of Charles I. And, in 
ſimilar view, they were eſtabliſhed in their preſent form by 
the firſt Parliament of King William. For ſeveral gene. 
rations, while the example of country gentlemen, and the 
ability of ſchoolmaſters, ſupported the labours of maniſters, 
the ſchoolmaſter's connexion in the pariſh being equally 
permanent, and their learning in general on a reſpeQable 
par, the people were preſerved loyal to Government, and 
ſteady to the Church; but after the gentlemen withdrer 
their countenance, and ſlighted the ordinances of their ns. 
i tional religion, and the office of ſchoolmaſter became inet 
ficienc, by the diminiſhed value of its appointment, the mi 
niſters were wholly unſupported, the people blind to the 
fign: al advanta ges of their Government, and feeling the preb 
ſure of its manifold exactions 5 while their minds, relating 
both to Church and State, as much perverted now 0) 
vagrants in the character of diſſenting preachers, asthey were 
then by trafficking prietts, ae, in as — a degree, — 
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rar innovation, if it ſhould elfrothere foring up, as in any 
former age; with this difference, that the band of religion 
which tied the people ſo ſtrongly to their ſuperiors. being 
now broken, they would be very little controlled by their 
influence. Perhaps it would be wife, therefore, in the State, | 
to augment the living of ſchoolmaſters to the ſame value 
which it comparatively bore in the reign of William ; 3 

which would not at preſent require, in all, above L. 5000 
Sterling a-year, which might be tranſmitted | to the Sheriffs, 
or paid by the Collectors of Exciſe. : 

By theſe means the condition of the kingdom would be 
meliorated ; for while ſome knowledge of writing and arith- 
metic is now. indiſpenſable to every mechanic, maſon, Care 
penter, weaver and tailor, nothing can be more abſurd 
than to allege, that a man makes a better farmer, is more 
content with his ſituation, or a more uſeful member of ſo- 
ciety, becauſe he can neither read or write; on the contra- 
ry, ignorance of itſelf occaſions diſcontent, and expoſes thoſe 
who are under its gloom to be more ealily miſled by the 
crafty, which the members of every mob, and the ſmalleſt 
obſervation of the ſentiments of that condition ſufficiently 
demonitrate. The pariſh having no advantages nor diſad- 
vantages peculiar to itſelf, the means by which its condi- 
tion might be meliorated, would alſo influence that of «ll 
the country. Granting long leaſes, has, in general, been 
accounted among the means of meliorating the condition 
of tenants, and of improving the country; yet their being 
no other advantage from this, but that the tenant is encou— 
raged to improve by the certainty of reaping its protit, it 
would be eaſy, by the conditions of the leaſe, to give equal 
encouragement for temporary or permanent improvement, 
if the tenant ſhould be removed in ſuch circumſtances, as to 
give the landlord the proſits of it. On moſt farms there 
are corners inacceſſible to the plough, the bank of a ditch, 

05 
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or the winding margin of a brook, where trees would. be 
ornamental, and promote the growth of graſs, by their ſhade 
and their ſhelter. The tenant at preſent has ſeldom any 
encouragement to plant ſuch ſpots, as, by act of Parliament, 
all the growing timber is the ſole property of the landlord, 
But were ſome arrangement made between the landlord 
and the tenant, to encourage the latter, either to plant ſuck 
ſpots himſelf, or to take care of the trees therein planted, 


every farm, in the courſe of the rifing generation, would 


be provided with timber ſufficient for its own accommods- 


tion,—For many years paſt the agricultural induſtry of this 


part of the country has been confiderably diſcouraged, by 
the difficulty of procuring and managing farm-ſeryants, 


occafioned by an emigration of many of that rank to the 


manufacturing and commercial places of the ſouth; while, 
by a pretty widely extended combination among them- 


ſelves, they have raiſed their wages here, as high as in any 
part of the kingdom, it is certain there is leſs work accom- 


pliſhed by equal numbers. They infiſt on being regulated 
in all circumſtances, by the faſhion or practice of other 
farms, which themſelves have by this means eftabliſhed; 
and if any perſon contends any particular with them, he 
thereby incurs the imputation of being a bad maſter, and 


muſt thereupon, at the next term, give an advance of wages, 


or ſome conceſſion ſtill more humiliating. How far this - 


may or does affect the land- rent, is not aſcertained, nor 
have the gentlemen of the country yet felt the evil; an ad- 


ditional ſervant or two is of little conſequence to them, and 
their influence ſecures in general a preference to the moſt 
diſcreet, ſo that they rather foſter than check the extravi- 
gance. It would, nevertheleſs, be proper in them to ex- 


tend their care a little to the concerns, in this reſpeR, of 


their poorer neighbours, and to the ſtate of the country in 
general; and it is yet practicable, by a little concert among 


them, 
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them, gradually and filently, to introduce practices more 
beneficial to all concerned. — This country ſuffers alſo ſome. 


any {What from a ſpirit of litigation, which the landholders ſeem 
ent, rather to foment, than take any care to ſuppreſs ; for ba- 
ord, ung univerſally relinquiſhed their legal ancient privilege 
lord of warning out tenants by their own authority, great num- 


hers are yearly brought together in the ſheriff-court, upon 
an act only of the Court of Seſſion, to fee themſelves de- 
cerned to remove, where they acquire notions concerning 
the rights of men, no way favourable to induſtry, concord 
or thrift. Beſides, the depreſſing influence of the tax 


„by on water-born coal, which is above the fixth part of the 
nts, WM price, this country moreover feels the partiality of the 
the ax on Scots coal carried north of the Redhead, of which it 
vile, now requires a conſiderable 1mportation, and befides the 
em- freight, ſhore-dues, and other unavoidable expence of con- 
any MW veyance, this tax alone increaſes the igual price at t the 
om. pit one-fourth part by the ton“. 
ted This country in particular, and the whole iſland, _ | 
her de greatly benefited by a bridge on the river Spey, at the 
ed; Wferry of Fochabers. The improved ſyſtem of agriculture 
he in ſowing graſs and other green crops, inſtead of the 
and uninterrupted cultivation of corn, has naturally turned 
ges, che attention of the people to the increaſe of black cattle. 
this The county of Banff, and the adjoining parts of Aberdeen- 
nor I fire, where Banff is only 8 or 10 miles broad, are by cli- 
ad- | | | 1 8 mate ; 
and „„ | 5 
1oft Numbers alſo in this country are mortified by another inconvenience. 
a The ports of Findhorn, Loſſie, and Spey, belong to the diſtrict of tbe 
Cuſtom-houſe of Inverneſs. Beſides the trouble of obtaining the clear- 
* i ence, on the arrival of every veſſel, an expreſs muſt be diſpatched thither, 
of defore they can begin to unload; by which a delay of three days, beſides 
- in much expenſe, is unneceſſarily incurred. But no inconvenicnce could 
ng * from a deputation to proper officers at Elgin; yet the gentlemen of | 
A, . country ſubmit to this diſtreſs, with a patience and ſelf-denial which 


it leaſt on honour to their Chriſtian reſignation. 


. 
. 
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mate adapted to paſturage, therefore, during ſummer and 
autumn, cattle markets have been eſtablithed in ſome place 
of that country every week; croſling the cattle over thi 


rapid and generally unfordable river, and bringing hone 


a moſt forbidding inconvenience, which it is not neceſſan 
here particularly to deſcribe. The application of lime x 


much greater quantities of it are now uſed in building tha 


unloading the boat, the freight alone adds a fifth part to th 


bridge, needs not be here ſtated; bat it may be obſerve 


- which, nature having interdicted from being the theatre c 


Kirmiſh, or one ſhort engagement. — The eaſy practicabils 
ty, and the advantages of making a canal through the lod 
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for any veſſel that can get into the harbour, might be point 


x ve expo ey 
S > — 2 
— 


EO 
* 
hs 


tage of eſtabliſhing a corn-market fimilar to that of Hat 
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their correſpondents in the ſouth, and they alone are often 


able t 
Edin 
the w 
| . 2 0 . eſtabl 
under the night ſuch as may not be fold, is attended hy ftuat 
mark 
© 5 Neat 
a manure has of late been practiſed in this country, au gent] 


g SW e patri 
in any former age. Banff chire abounding in limeſtone ani 


fuel, furniches the whole quantity required for both pur 
poſes. Beſides hard labour, and much time in loading and 


to ch 
2 mi 
are d 
quan 
it is 
coun 


price. How far Government may be intereſted in th 


that experience hath now proved, that the opening of pro 


rea 
per roads, has alone civilized and improved the rudeſt cor * 
ners of the Highlands, while the forts which were erct. tors 
ed there, and are ſupported at ſo great expenſe, haven hes 
this reſpect been found entirely nugatory ; although they dis 
could not be intended for any other purpoſe in a country il «44 


war, can only at any period exhibit the ſcene of a ſligt 
of Spynie, and the N. W. corner of the parith from Loſle 
mouth, to within a mile of Elgin, navigable without a lod 
ed out.— But it only remains rather to ſuggeſt the advat 
dington. The county, at an average, diſpoſes of fron 


10,000 to 10,000 boils, by the agency only of 3 or! 
perſons, who, in general, purchaſe by commiſſion frott 


able 
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Edinburgh, and the diliiliers, may be ſuppoſed to purchaſe 


ftuation of this country would admit of ſuch a weekly 


ceſſar market on a ſmall ſcale at Elgin, and it would require no 
lime x great exertion of the ingenuity, or attention of the country 
gentlemen, to form and ſupport au eſtabliſhme nt ſoobviouſſy 
patriotic --Although the people of I eindland are at liberty 
to chooſe any church moſt convenient, they are bound to 
a mill in their own parith of Elgin, and beſides it, there 


Y, and 
ig tha 
ne and 
h Pur. 
ng and 
to the 


are 8 mills with waich tie pariſh is conneted.—By the 


n ths it is certain there is not 1o much meal conſumed in the 
ervel WY country as was formerly. The people in general murmur 
of pro greatly on account of mill exactions and ſervices ; perhaps, 
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their thirlage, than it may be at any future period, when 
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fivated countries, may be univerſally adopted. 
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able to fix the price for the year. Although the city of | 


the whole grain ot the Haddington market, yet, fince the 
eltabliſhment of imall ſtills in the north, it is evident the . 


quantity of potato, and alterations in the mods of living, 


therefore, it would be more ad vantageous for the proprie- 
tors of mills to apportion their preſent rent on the lands of 


this meaſure, according to the practice of more highly cul- 
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NUMBER XIV. 5 


PARISH or NEW DEER, | 


(County and Synod or ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY 0 Wi” © 
E = - Dxes.) e N indei 


ES ES whic 


By the Rev, Mr Hvcn TAYLOR. | 8. E 


Name, Extent, Wc. 30 ( 


ATz# D III was once a part of the ancient pariſh d Ur 
Deer: from which it was disjoined in the beginning WW neat 

of laſt century. It was firſt called Auchreddy, from the ¶ twe 
field in which the church is fituated ; it had that name WM lies 

time immemorial ; and which, like that of moſt places u goo 
the pariſh, evidently ſeems to be of Gaelic extra&tion to 
Theſe pariſhes are now denominated Old and New De Wil pla 
The etymology of Deer is unknown, or at leaſt uncertain; Wi mo 

perhaps it may be a corruption from the Gaelic. Ih cul 
pariſh is perhaps one of the largeſt in the county. It is d fide 
ral 

in 
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an oblong form, extending from S. to N. 14 Engliſh miles 

and 7 at a medium from E. to W. The church is pretty 
centrical, and is 30 miles diſtant from Aberdeen direfl 
N.; 48 miles by Peterhead directly W. and 17 miles * 
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Banff in a N. E. directien. There is one thing peculiar 


to its fituation, the ſea is deſcribed around it from S. E. 155 


0 N. W. almoſt with a radius of 18 miles: ſo that it is 


nearly equidiſtant from all the different por, ag a ſea- 


coalt of more than ** miles. 


10 Soil and Pod. —The ſurface heads, as 10 . 


mrough the whole of Buchan, is pretty flat. There is 
ſcarcely a hill, or even a place that deſerves to be called 


an eminence, in all the pariſh. A piece of riſing ground, Z 
indeed, 1s ſituated about a mile N. from the church; from 


which there is an extenſive, and, in ſummer, a very plea- 


ant and variegated proſpect. Towards the N. E. E. and | 

8. E. the appearance, for 7 or 8 miles, is almoſt one conti- 
nued corn field, interſperſed with pieces of ſown graſs and 
turnip, and terminated by a gentle riſe of the ground, in 
form of an amphitheatre. Turning weſtward, the ſurface 
z heath and moor, chequered with ſome ſtraggling farms. 
Here alſo there is a view of many of the Highland hills 
zo or 40 miles W.; and, in a clear day, a ſmall peep of 


the ſea at Peterhead. The public road from Aberdeen by 
Udny and Tarves, paſſing through this pariſh to the N. 
nearly divides it, and alſo forms a line of diſtinction be- 


tween the different qualities of the ſoil. That part, which 
hes weſtward, is in general ſhallow, ſandy and dry. A 
$ good deal of this is entirely barren, and inclines very much 


to heath, But, from the appearance of ridges' in many 


places upon its ſurface, even this ſeems to have once been . 


moſtly under tillage ; and it might be eafily brought into 


cultivation again, by proper encouragement. On the eaſt 
lide of the road, the ground being lower, the ſoil is gene- 


ally deeper, for the moſt part arable, in ſome places wet, 


in others, (particularly about the middle,) very dry, rich 


and fertile. But though this diſtinction holds true in a 
Vor. IX. 1 great 
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great meafure, yet. in ſome deen the foi on one fide preſen 
the road is very little different from what it is on theg 
ther. For moſs abonnds throughout the pariſh: an 
where this is the caſe, the adjacent foil is invariably v and f 
and the mould of a black or hazelly colour. The prineip 
crops are oats and barley-big, with ſome peaſe. Even Some 
farmer has alſo a field of turnip, from 1 to 6 acres, ace and 


ing to the extent of his farm. Theſe are given to the time 
tle through the winter, and ſometimes uſed in fattenig z or 
them for the butcher. Potatoes and flax are alſo raiſed, urn 


but only in ſmall quantities, and for private uſe. Mot cipal 
articles of proviſion are produced, and manufactured in th 
pariſh, than it annually conſumes. A conſiderable quam oats 
ty of oats is made into meal, and fold to traders, v much 
tranſport it by ſea to every place of Scotland, where they 
can find a market. Butter and cheeſe are alſo in plenty 
here; and of great importance. Small farmers or fubte 
nants, uſually pay their rent by what of theſe they en 
afford to ſell, after ſupplying, their own family, Ever 
merchant in the parith buy theſe articles, and ſends then 
to market; generally at Leith and places adjoining to the 
Frith. Eg s too are purchaſed by them in conſiderabt 


cap 
quantities, and ſhipped for the London market. But te D 
rearing and ſale of black cattle is perhaps more advantage old 
ous to the farmer, than any thing that has been mention. Wi cor 
ed. - Valued rent is L 5159: 6: 10 Scots: real rent, 1. ani 
cluding meal and money, avout L. 3000 Sterling. a C 

| | ki 


8 . Sc. In point of improvement, this parih if iy 
has undergone as ſenſible a change as moſt others. Road, it 
farms and houſes, and the implements of huſbandry, are b xx 
much ameliorated, that thoſe, who were acquainted with Wl be 
it 30 years ago, declare they would ſcarcely know it to Vt Wi ti 
the ſame place, had they been ſo long abſent. When the Bil © 
preſent 
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Neu Deer. N 6 187 
preſent incumbent was fettled in the year 1737, there was 
not a cart, but his own, in the pariſh : nor were there 
roads which could be travelled in many places. Then, 
and for many years after, there was but one carrier, who 
went weekly to Aberdeen with a horſe and pantßets. 
Sometimes he even went with nothing but a back creel, 
and brought what merchandiſe and proviſions were at the 
time neceſſary. Now, there is ſufficient employment for 
z or 4 carriers, who go each with a cart and two horſes. 
"JE where the ſoil was ſuſceptible of it, was the prin- 
cipal manure for raifing corn: and many places wear the 
impreſſion to this day. A kind of black bearded ſmall 
oats was then principally cultivated : now there is hardly 
ſuch a kind of grain in the pariſh. Liming was much uſed 


| a few years ago; and, when neceſſary, can here be carried 


on at a moderate expenſe. But, although there is plenty 
of limeſtone and fuel in the pariſh, and a kiln for burning 
it on almoſt every farm and croft ; yet the tenants are 
now obliged, in a great meaſure, to diſcontinue the prac- 
tice, For it is found that lime, when applied in great 
quantity, or ſoon repeated, reduces their ſoil to a mere 
caput mortuum, producing little but thiſtles and other no- 
xious weeds, Where barren ground i is to be fertilized, or 
old ridges levelled and improved, the farmer ſtill has re- 
courſe to it; and, when judiciouſly laid on, it is found to 
anſwer his moſt ſanguine expectations. When made into 
z compoſt with earth and dung, it alſo makes an excellent 
kind of manure for ley and turnip land. This is general- 
ly prepared in ſummer on a piece of the field, for which 
it is deſigned, or as near it as poſſible. Moſt of the farms 
are incloſed, either with turf or ſtone fences, The farm 
houſes are tolerably neat, and conſiſt of one ftory. For 
the moſt part, they are built of ſtene and mortar, ang, 
inecked with lime. Stob-thatching is now become pretty 
general, 
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ered: to enter upon a denen of them. 


| n and when well executed, makes a warm and 
durable roof. At preſent a ſpirit of induſtry and improye. 
ment pervades every rank, and would probably lead on ty 
a more perfect and general knowledge of agriculture, hy 
they longer leaſes; but the bad effects of ſhort leaſes hay 
been ſo clearly ſtated in other ſtatiſtical accounts, _ it i 


State of Improvenient i n F rebruary 1 I 79 3: 


| [Each particular late bein g a out. by two different 


farmers, who gave in a ſigned report.] 


Nethermuir, n * 
Culſh & Artamford, - 


Drum & Auchmaliddy, 


Mickle & Little Auchridy, 


Cairnbanno & Auchmunyiel, | 
Whytehill & Brucklay, 
 Gorbſhill & Alathan, 
Savok & Auchnagat, 
Fedderat, = - 


Totals, 


— — 4 


? 


#3 JE = | 3 18 
„ x: SE 49 
1-81: £P 
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W 3 E 

= ON: | | — o = * 
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2 »| 3 5 2 

3 2 — * .- 7, S | 1 = 
Acres. | Do. | Do. "Stones. | Acres. | Do. 

34 121 128 2718 100 20 
16 | 30 | loo þ 1000 249 100 
| 10 31 25 IIoo 122 
19 | 6o| 292480 280 
— 10 36] 81] 970 « $52 | # 

374 [178 | 68] 2250 | 151 1 

3 8 10% 660 5 41 

18 | 87] 59 7530 | 17 11 

38 A es . 

5 
— —1— — | 
1937 | 547 | 560 | 18873 655 1 


The above ſtate comprehends the whole 5 except 
the lands of Oldmaud and Aflect, which, lying in the low- 
er part of the pariſh, may be conſidered as equal to other 


of the like extent and rent; and the neareſt to them in both 
LED 1 | theſe 
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theſe reſpeQs, are the lands of Culſ and Artamford. With 
reſpe&t to the incloſures, it is not pretended, that they are 
all ſufficient fences ; perhaps no incloſure, properly ſpeak- 
ing, is a ſufficient fence on both ſides, but what is built en- 
tirely of ſtone ; and tenants poſſeſſing only a 19 years 
leaſe, cannot be ſappoſed to be at the expenſe of ſtone 
fences, when they have no allowance or ericouragement 
for them. In the laſt ſtate there is no notice taken of hay 
crop, it being the opinion of the farmers who gave it in, 
that no true judgment could be formed of the uſual crops 
of hay from the produce of laſt year, on account of the 
ſupernumerary cattle on hand, till ſummer was near over, 
which conſumed a great deal of graſs, uſually made inte 


of New Deer. = 


bay. 
Air, Climate and Diſeaſes —This pariſh ſeems to have a 
confiderable elevation above the level of the ſea, and moſt 
of the neighbouring pariſhes, as will appear from a circum- 
ſtance to be mentioned afterward, The air is conſequent. 
ly ſharp and pure; and the ſeaſons generally a week or 
fortnight later, than in many places in its' vicinity. In 
winter the froſt is ſometimes ſo intenſe, as to put a ſtop to 
the plough ; when nearer the coaſt it meets with no ob- 
ſtruction. Laſt winter, (1791-2,) it occaſioned a ceſſation 
from tillage for 8 or 9g weeks. Snow lies very long upon 
the ground, and, in the higher part of the pariſh, ſometimes 
falls to a conſiderable depth, when 2 or 3 miles eaſtward 
the fields are clothed in their blaſted verdure. Here, too, 
we have often what are called fummer-ſhowers, which are 
very partial. A cloud is carried along a tract of ground, 
ſometimes not more than 500 or 600 yards wide, pouring 
down a temporary deluge. In winter, again, a ſhower of 
now, inſtead of rain, frequently paſſes over a like extent, 
and in the ſame direction. The phytical cauſe ſeems to 
be 
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be a enen interchange of clouds between the fend ;eule 
af 2 oppoſite hills, Bennachie and Mormond. iThe forng 
is diſtant from us about 20 miles 8 W. the latter aba 
8 or 9 miles N. E. But this obſervation is not to be = 
fined to this place alone; for ſuch phœnomena, I beließ 
are common to almoſt every part of Scotland. — There w 
no diſeaſes peculiar to this pariſh. Rheumatiſm is tþ 
moſt general complaint among the men, and nervous di 
orders among the women. To account for the prevaleng 
of theſe diſorders, I need only mention the employment d 
the former, which, after hard exerciſe in the morning, is 
go out and ſtir a damp field; and the ſedentary occupatia 
of the latter, which 1s chiefly ſpinning or knitting of ſtock. 
ings. Scrofulous, conſumptive, | and aſthmatic complaint {iſten- 
are not ſo common. In autumn 1791, a putrid kind mile 
ſore throat, which firſt made its appearance about the coat“ ſtar 
ſide, found its way into this pariſh. © Since that, it has con. the c 
tinued to rage in different places, with great virulence, and Hall re 
little intermiſſion, and is peculiarly fatal to the young, and lay tl 
people of a full conſtitution. No effeftual remedy has ye ſever 
been diſcovered for this contagious diſorder; and the only 
approved medicines are a vomit at firſt, and then Jeſuiti 
bark; continued ſeveral. times a-day, in a glaſs of Port 
wine. A very malignant fever, too, has prevailed this 
winter. Some were carried off by it in eight days illneſs 
while en have been languiſhing n eln 
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"Nw Hi har, Antiquities, er here is neither 3 
woos; hill nor river in the pariſh ; conſequently no qus. 
drupeds, migratory or aquatic birds, but ſuch as are com- 
mon: nor are there any remarkable foffils. There 15 
however, reafon to believe, that this pariſh once abounded 
in wood; for veſtiges of oak, hazel, and other hard wood, 


(but no fir), are to be found i in every mols. Springs and 
riyulets, 
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Mn len, ſufficient for driving min and light machinery, 
are very plenty. I here are allo ſome chalybeate wells, 


orme 
aba but none of theſe have attained to any great repute. On 
e c farm in the head of the parith there are 3 contiguous 


prings, which run in as many different directions. One of . 
hem runs ealtward, increaſing conſiderably in its courſe, 
till it joins the water of Strichen. Theſe form the water : 
of Ugie, which falls into the ſea at Peterhead. Another 

of them runs ſouthward into Y than, and falls into the ſea 
at Newburgh. The third runs N. W. into Doveran, and 


[ent of 
„ alls into the ſea at Banff. This is the circumſtance above 
pation {MWalluded to, and from which we inferred the height of the 


pariſh, —Remains of ſeveral Druidical temples are to be 
een. The place where one of them ſtood is about half a 
mile N. from the church, and ſtill retains the name of 
« ſtanding ſtones.” In view of this, and about a mile from 
the church, directly S. there was another. This is not yet 
all removed, and the former was but lately taken away, to 
hy the foundation of the preſent manie. There are alſo 
ſeveral tumuli or ſmall cairns, ſome of which have been 
dug up, and found to contain urns incloſed in ſtone coffins. 
efuits The coſfins were compoſed of flags of ſtone from 3 to 4 
f Port et long, and ſo cloſely laid together, that no duſt could 
d this penetrate. The urns, which to the eye appeared quite 
illneſs, lound, but mouldered at a touch, were placed near one of 

the corners, and contained fragments of human bones and 

alkes. About 2 miles north from the church ſtands an 
ther 2 {Mold caſtle, called Fedderatt, which appears to have been a 
> qua- Mflace of conſiderable ſtrength. It is ſurrounded partly by 
com; I folle, and partly by a moraſs, ſo that there could have 
ere 15, been no acceſs to it, but by a cauſe way (which is ſtill vi- 
unded lible) and a draw- bridge. Water, it ſeems, had been con- 
wood, eyed to it by means of pipes; for pieces of them have, 
rs and it duferent times, been torn up by the plough. Accord- 


ing 
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ing to tradition, it was built by one Crawford ; but at whit 
time we cannot learn. It afterward came into the pd. 
ſeſſion of the Irvines of Drum, and is now the property d 
Lord Aberdeen. It is alſo ſaid to have been one of the 
laſt ſtrong holds of James II. 's partiſans, who, after the batth 
of Killycrankie, poſſeſſed themſelves of Fyvie caſtle, and, 
being obliged to abandon it, took refuge in Fedderatt ; by 
were purſued, and expelled by King William's troops. In 


the weſt fide of the pariſh there is an extenſive piece d 5 
moor, called Brucebill. This is ſaid to have been ſo name rp 
from Edward, brother to King Robert Bruce. Here he i; © 
reported to have encamped ſoon after the battle of Invery- A 
ry, and from this to have marched in purſuit of the Cum. +4 
mins, to a place near the village of Deer, called A:#y-braz 110 
or Oaky-brae. And this 1s partly corroborated by Joan 8 
Major, (de. geſt. Scot. Fol. 83. lib. 5.) who relates, th at 5 
Edward there engaged and routed the Cummins in tbe * 
year 1308. In memory of this victory, the market af mn 
Aaky fair is ſaid to have been eſtabliſhed, Which ſtands on M 

5 the -_ where the battle was 1 Th 
Population, Ef. —From the return made to Dr Web uy 
fter 40 or 50 years ſince, the number of ſouls then wa * 


2313. The amount of the preſent population is 2800 
ſouls, of whom 1324 are males, and 1476 females. Thele pl 
are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church, except 156 Seceders, 


(there being a Seceding meeting-houſe in the pariſh,) 40 


r and 6 Roman Catholics. 4 
Under 10 years of age, 480 de 
Between 10 and 20, 455 | 
20 and 30, 449 
— zo and 40, 382 
— 4 and 5o, 353 


3 | | Between 
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Between 50 and 60, 284 
de m4 976; 238 
70 and 80, 116 

86 and 9% 38 

p9o and 100, 24. 

alt or above 100, + 


There are 11 heritors, 4 of whom, at preſent, reſide. 
Tradeſmen and mechanics, excluding apprentices, are as 
follows : Merchants, 20; tailors, 28; weavers, 273 

wrights, 25; ſmiths, 19; ſhoemakers, 17; maſons, 7; 
| dyers, 2; and x phyſician. The annual average of bap- 
tiſms for 7 years previous to 1783, is 504; and for ꝙ years 
nce, ending 1791, it is but 333. The only cauſe that 
can be aſſigned for this decreaſe, is the tax upon regiſtra- 
ton; for, ſince this tax commenced, there are many chil- 
dren (particularly females) born and baptized in the pa- 
rſh, whoſe names are not inſerted in the regiſter; be- 
cauſe their parents are unwilling to pay the duty. 
This indeed is not ſo much the caſe in regard to males, for 
Web. two very obvious reaſons, the chance of emigrations, and 
23 the difficulty of getting an exemption from labour upon 

1800 the public roads, without an atteſted extract from the re- 
Theſe ziſter to ſhow that they are ſuperannuated. It was there. | 
clerk fore deemed proper to give the average of baptiſms, pre- 
9 6 Nous to the date of the act, becauſe no certain concluſion, 

with regard to population, can be drawn from them ſince 
that period, and, even before, many of them were never 
lefired to be regiſtered; otherwiſe, inſtead of 50, the 
average number would have amounted nearly to 70.—_ 
Marriages and burials only began to be regiſtered in 1785; 
and the average of the former, for ) years ending 1791, is 
183, and 312 burials. But neither of theſe can afford any 
certain data for calculation, for many ftrangers are buried 
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| hats: many pariſhioners are cuties to > neighbouring burying 
grounds, and many are not regiſtered at all, in conſequeng, 


of the duty not being paid; and marriages are regiſtered 


only when the bride reſides in the pariſh, The preſen 
number of inhabitants, at a moderate calculation, is one 


third greater than it was 30 or 40 years ago. This increaſe 
is to be aſcribed to the parcelling out of large farms, ani 
the abundance of moſs.and lime. The number of plough 
is about 230, of old ploughgates 80, of horſes 712, d 

cattle 3200, and of ſheep there may be from 1300 to 140, 


Small farms, rent from L. 5 to L. 10; middle-fized farm 


from L. 10 to L. 20; large farms from L. 30 to L. 40. 
there is one at L. 50, and another about L 80. A genen 


meaſurement of the pariſh has never been made; no 


can it be preciſely ſtated what is the rent the acre. Where 


| ſurveyors have been employed, they have uſually rate 


the outfield at 65. and the infield at 12 s.; but the infiell 
now generally lets from 125. to 18s. or 208. and the out 
field nearly in proportion. 


Stipend, School, Poor, Efc.—The preſent ſtipend is 600 


merks Scots, 4 chalders of meal, and L. 5 Sterling fir 


communion-elements. The glebe, including manſe and 
offices, &c. is ſcarcely 4 acres and a half. The Crown | 
patron. The age of the preſent incumbent is 86, and wit 
has been miniſter for 56 years. — There is a very god 
ſchool-houſe ; the number of ſcholars, at an average throupl 
the year, is between 3c and 40. The ſchoolmaſter's {als 
ry is about L. 4 Sterling. This, with 30 s. as ſeſſion-clerk 
ſchool-fees, and ſome other ſmall perquiſites, may amoult 
to L. L2 yearly, which is all his emolument.— The nun- 
ber of poor on the roll is 60 and upwards. The annua 
amount of the funds for their relief, ariſing from the week 


ly collections, intereſt of money, &c, is about L. 50. Ti» 
with 


L. 40: 
enen 
; nor 
Where 
ratel 
infield 
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with the charitable aid of their neighbours, removes the 
neceſſity of their SC vogramts, and "Res them live | 
pretty comfortably. 


| Miſcelaneons Obſervations. The people are remarkably 


| ſober and humane, and very diligent in their callings. 


There is but 1 licenſed public houſe, and but little fre- 


quented, except by travellers. The induſtry of thoſe in the 


farming line here, as in moſt places, is not always attend- 
ed with that ſucceſs which might be wiſhed, Seaſons and 
circumſtances, for ſome years, have been much againſt 
them. Since 1782 the harveſts have been. very late and 
precarious. The price of meal (which, at an average, may 
be valued at 125. the boll) bears no proportion to the 

price of every article the farmer has to buy. But what is 
moſt complained of at preſent, is the extravagant wages of 

their ſervants, which, for ſome years, have advanced at che 
rate of 10 s. the year *. For theſe reaſons, the condition of 
mechanics and ſubtenants (who depend more upon their 
trade than the produce of the ground, and do not require 
{ervants) is preferable to that of farmers. The condition of 
the farmers, as well as of the farms, might be meliorated by 
longer leaſes ; and by converting, at a moderate rate, that 
part of their rent which 1s paid in kind into money. 'This 
would leave the farmer at more liberty to proſecute that 


mode of farming which he found moſt ſucceſsful ; whereas, ; 


when a 5 proportion of bis rent is paid in meal, he is 


tempted 1 


The pound here is Amſterdam weight, as at Aberdeen; and butter 
uſually ſells at, from 7 d. to 9 d. the pound; cheeſe, from 4 8. to 5 s. the 
tone; beef and mutton, from 2 d. to 3 d. the pound; hens, from 1 s. to 
15. 4 d. a pair; ducks a little higher; and eggs from 3 d. to 6 d. the do- 
zen, Wages of a man ſervant are from L. 6 to L. 8 a- year; of a maid 


ſervant, from L. 3 to L. 4; of day-labourers, 8 d. a. day, with W or 
3 $. without. 
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tempted to overcrop, that he may make ſure his ren. 
The moor and waſte ground might be improved by letting 
it, free of rent, for a certain number of years. This i. 
ducement would do more than counterbalance every oh. 
ſtacle; for the moſt of it is dry, free of ſtones, of a ſandy 

bottom, and the means of improvement at hand. Encoy. 
ragement for inclofing, eſpecially where the leaſes are ſhort, 
would be beneficial. The multures exacted at mills ar 
conſidered as a gr evance, and {ome of the heritors are con. 
verting them into money. The diſtance from any ſe 

Port, or market p/:ce, is another diſadvantage. This, hoy. 
eve, might in a great meaſure be removed, by leading; 
canal from Peterhead to the neighbouring pariſh of Deer 
which, by moſt people, is thought not impracticable. If: 
fund ſufficient for this purpoſe could not be raiſed by contri 
bution in the neighbourhood, application might be made tg 
Government for ſome aſſiſtance, which is ſeldom made " 
vain, when bie uaality 2 is the petitioner. 
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NUMBER XV. 


PARISH or KIN NETTLES, 


(CounTY or F ORFAR, 8110p or Angus AND Means, 


\ PkESBYTERY OF FORFAR,) 


By the Rev. Mr David FERNEY. 35 


| Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, Air, Cc. 


HE name is of Gaelic derivation, and fignifies © out 

from the bogg.” This name applies with peculiar | 
propriety to the old manſion-houſe of the eſtate of Kin- 
nettles, which was built cloſe to a piece of marſhy ground, 
ſtill called the Bogg *. The church being built within the 
boundaries of this eltate, that circumſtance probably gave 
the name of Kinnettles to the pariſh. The form of the 
pariſh is nearly a ſquare, having about 2 Engliſh miles 
tor the length of each of its 4 fides. The ſouth Ine or 
boundary ſeems, however, to be rather ſhorter than any 
of the other three. The pariſh is divided by a hill, one 
part of which is called Brigton, the other Kinnettles. 
The hill is arable, except a few acres of rocky land on 

VVV that 


* The manſion houſe i is now removed about a furlong farther fm the 
marſh. 
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that diviſion of it which belongs to Kinnettles, which 10 
planted. There are a few acres of woodland on the Brig 
ton fide, The hill continues to deſcend to the 8. ni 
a a ſmall diſtance from a rivulet which runs through th 
| ſouthern diſtrict of the pariſh, The weſtern deſcent ch 

tains 4 ineloſures, and then dies away into flat land 

The northern continues the length of 3 incloſures ; aft fev 
ward the land is rather level, comprehending 3 incloſue i mens 
| alſo. There is a like number on the eaſtern deſcent Wi the 1 
Which is divided into two parts. South of the rivule if buy 
range of {loping banks declines to the N. as far as the f; plan 

vulet. The plantations and pleaſure grounds of Brigu and 
extend on both ſides of the little river with a ſweep about 
an Engliſh mile in length. The houſes of Brigton, Kin-W 5 *: 
nettles, Inverighty, with the pleaſure ground, have a gon pitc] 

effe&.—Our ſoil is various, conſiſting ſome of it of brom 

clay, ſome of loam, of loam with a mixture of clay, «i : 
| loam with a mixture of ſand ; ſome of it is in quality d. We 
| moſt mere ſand. Of this laſt kind there is but a ſmall pro Rab 
portion. Our clay and black ſoil are deep and fertile; 5**© 
fome of the ſtrong land yields from 8 to 12 bolls an ac 

> particularly i in oats after ley, when it is well laid down, 5 


Even the light ſoil has produced good crops with marl and As 
kindly treatment Ane air is not ſo much infeſted with 2 
fogs as in ſome other diſtriQs in Scotland, being rather dry 1 
and healthful. We have no diſeaſes that can be ſaid to bt 4 

| local. Agues are ſcarcely known ; ; fe vers not epidemical; a 
melancholy | habits are equally rare here as in molt other A 

diſtricts. The moſt epidemical fever in my remembrance, il © 

was about the beginnin g of ſpring 1789, after an uncom- 
monly wet winter, in a village low and wet. Our air b 
ſharp 1 in winter, and froſty in proportion as the Gram pians th 
are covered with ſnow. We have ſeveral freeſtone qua! a 
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ries, « which are 7 als of for building houſes wa fences; 
ſome of them yield ſtones well | wiped for the paryols of : 


hewing- 


* Ki i metties. 


Aal e and Borte are in eonfiteravly mom- 
ders, 607 of the former, 130 of the latter. No ſheep, but 
few (about 40) kept principally for the, uſe of gentle- 
mens families x. The farmers in the pariſh rarely follow 
the plan of rearing cattle on their beſt farms; they rather 
buy in and fatten, Were they, however, to adopt the 
plan of rearing, they have the means of ſo doing up to 36 
and 80 ſtone weight, when the cattle have attained the age 
of 4 or 5 years; and ſuch cattle would bring, if fat, from 
5s. to 75. the ſtone, according to the demand and the 
pitch to which they may happen to be feln. 


Population, &c.—According to the return made to Dr 
Webſter in 1755, the number of ſouls was then 616. The 
late of population cannot be traced far back with any de- 
gree of exactneſs. The taſte for enlarging farms, and 
razing cottages, has contributed not a little to diminiſh the | 
number of inhabitants in this and moſt country pariſhes in 
Angus. This diminution, however, is not ſo great as 
might be expected from the number of houſes demoliſh- 
ed. Farmers and others, keep more female ſervants than 
are neceſſary, ſolely for the buſineſs of huſbandry, and the 
lervice of their families. When not engaged in domeſtic 
and farming buſineſs, they can find employment for them 
in ſpinning yarn for the green linen manufacturers. But 

o_ £2 the 


* We have no migratory birds, except green plovers, ſwallows, and 
the cuckoo, which appear in the month of April; and the woodcock, in 
the beginning of winter. The ſwallow diſappears about the month of 
deptember, the cuckoo about the month of July. 


200 8 Statiflical Account 


the number gained in this manner is not equal to the num. 

= ber loſt by the razing of houſes. The amount of the preſent 
population is 621, comprehending all ages; males 325; 
| females 296. There is no town in the pariſh, only 1 vi. 
lage, containing 78. The number of births for 10 years 
| preceding, April 1790, was 165, making 164 yearly, There 
is no regiſter of deaths kept here. Since 1783, on account 

of the tax$there has been a regiſter of burials, which con- 
| tains all that have been buried here, whether pariſhioners 
or ſtrangers. This would have given certain information 
of the deaths in the pariſh, had it not been cuſtomary here 
not to confine the burying of their dead to the church. 
yard of the pariſh. From October 1783 to October 1790, 
there have been 28 marriages. But this article may rea- 
dily occaſion a miſtake, and a return of many more mar- 
riages may poſſibly be given than have actually taken place 
in it. When the bridegroom reſides in one pariſh, and the 
bride in another, there may be a report of the ſame mar- 
riage from both theſe pariſhes. 


F ũů„ü» 8 
Under 10, 68 Under 10, 49 
From 10 to 20, 91 From 10 to 20, 81 

— 20 to 50, 116 20 to 50, 118 

50 to , 42 — 50 to 70, 43 
70 to 1ooj, 8 — o to 100, 5 


— — 


The oldeſt inhabitant at preſent is a woman in her goth 
year, and 2 men going 85. I recolle& no tradition of re- 
markable old age here. Excluſive of pendicle tackimen, 
who depend not on farming alone for their ſubſiſtence, we 
have 16 farmers, beſides 2 gentlemen who farm part of 
their own eſtates. Their families in all contain 16) per- 
ſons. There are 3 farms, on which the poſſeſſors do not 
3 | reſide; 


oth 
re- 
nen, 
we 
t of 
per- 

not 


fide; 


refidez and 1 of theſe yields the higheſt rent. The circum- 


tance of non reſidence on theſe farms diminiſhes con ſider- 


ably the number of this claſs. The number of heritors is 


5, and 2 of them reſide. The number of manufacturers 
is 583 of handicraftſmen, 20; apprentices, 6. Houſehold 


ſervants are 5 male, 16 female. There are 76 labouring 
ſervants, 51 male, 25 female; here I have marked only 


hired ſervants. With moſt of our farmers, the ſons and 
daughters of the family ſupply, in a conſiderable degree, 


the place of ſervants. There is 1 artiſt employed 1 in con- 


ducting a flax-yarn mill. Labouring ſervants often go 
from one pariſh to another. We have 2 reſiding heritors, 
Mr Douglas of Brigton, and Mr Bower of Kinnettles, 5: 


of Kincaldrum. Their families conſiſt of 25 perſons, exclu- 
five of domeſtic ſervants. Lord Strathmore is one of the 
heritors, but has no manſion-houſe here; alſo Mr Simſon 


of Inverighty, who has a manſion-houſe here, but reſides 


in Edinburgh. There is 1 clergyman, 26 Epiſcopalians, 5 


Roman Catholics, 1 Seceder, 589 of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
93 married men, 45 bachelors at the age of 21, a 
124 marriages, upon an average, may produce 513. There 
is no account of any having died of want. No recollec- 
tion of murders or ſuicides, except one ſuicide committed 
by a woman about 20 years fince “. Very few have emi- 


* We have bands of ſturdy 1 male and female, or, as they are 


them money, is their ſpoil, if it can be obtained with any appearance of 


where they chooſe to billet themſelves at leaſt for one day; nor do they 
fail generally to make good their quarters, as the farmer is afraid to re- 


tuſe to anſwer their demands, or to complain of the oppreliion under 
which he labours. 


of Kinnettles. VO 


Vor. IX. 3 c an 


uſually called, tinkers; whole infolence, idleneſs, and diſhoneſty, are an | 
affront to the police of our country. Theſe perſons are ready for prey of | 
all kinds. Every thing that can ſupply them with proviſions, or bring 


ſafety. They file off in ſmall parties, and have their places of rendezvous, | 
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grated. None have been baniſhed, or obliged to leaye 
the pariſh for want of employment. 
The number of the inhabited is 126; the Propor. 
tion of houſes to the number of inhabitants is as 1: 447 
On account of the increaſed fize of farms, and the praviice 
of incloſing, population does not ſeem to be ſo great noy 
Farmers were then accuſtomed to 
have I or 2 houſes on their farms, with a ſmall quantity of 
land, which were intended for the accommodation of one 
or two married ſervants. Since the inclofing and labour. 
ing of ground with attention have taken place, that ac. 
_ commodation for married ſervants is withdrawn, and o- 
ther ſervants are thereby diſcouraged from marrying. The 
| ſervant finds, too, that when married, he cannot ſo eaſiy 
find a place with a farmer, whom, perhaps, he would he 
| moſt willing to ſerve; nor are maſters, in general, fond of 
retaining married ſervants. In fact, there is no claſs 2. 
mong whom marriages are ſo infrequent, as farmers ſer- 
| vants, | | 


Productiont, Agriculture, &c.—Almoſt all the vegetables 
plants and trees in Scotland are to be found here, and thrive 
in our ſoil and climate; and we have ſuch animals as are 

common to the low countries of Scotland. Rent of bell x 
Table land is from 18s. to L. 1, 58. the acre. Size of farms 
is from 42 to 200 acres, and upwards. Farms, at an ave- 
rage, about L. 88 yearly. There is at leaſt 4-5ths of the 
pariſh incloſed. The number of acres under the different 
crops, at preſent, is nearly as follows :—583 in oats, 335 in 
barley, 26 in wheat, 33 in peaſe, 28 in lint, 84 in turnips 
22 in potatoes, 174 in cutting graſs, and 955 in paſture; 
mounting in all to nearly 20654 acres, There are 31 plougls, 
drawn by 3 or 4 horſes; 56 carts; 1 coach; 1 two-wheel 


ed chaiſe, Excluſive of what ſome heritors retain in thei 
O 


No uninhabited 


celvii 
ther 1 
in ge 
in go 


of Kinnettles. N * 


own hands, the ned west of the pariſh may be about L. 1600 


Sterling. The pariſh ſupplies itſelf with proviſions. Be- 
fdes what is ſufficient for that purpoſe, a confiderable quan- 
tity of oat-meal is ſent to the neighbouring towns; and 
perhaps x2 of our barley is conveyed partly to the towns 
in the county, and partly to others at a greater diſtance, to 
be manufactured there. The attention of our farmers has 
never been turned to the raifing of hemp. We know not 
what it is in this country to turn land into graſs, without 


ſowing it with graſs-ſeeds. All our hay-graſs, and paſture 
on land fit for tillage, are artificial grafſes. We have ſome 


paſture (about 120 acres) on mire and moſs ground, which 


is natural graſs; ſuch lands having not, as yet, been 


brought under culture. There are about 20 acres of moor, 


and 12 or 16 of plantations. The graſs-ſeeds ſown here 


are red and white clover, about 19 or 20 lb. to the acre, 
- zds red, and I- 3d white. We add 6 or 8 pecks of rye. 
graſs ſeed, which has frequently a mixture of rib-graſs or 
plantane. Commonly this artificial graſs is cut the two 
firſt years for hay, and houſe-feeding for cows and horſes in 


ſummer. I attempted once to introduce the tall yellow 
clover, and commiſſioned a quantity of the ſeed of that 
graſs, as being of a leſs dangerous quality than the red clo- 
ver. I was diſappointed, having got only a dwarf, grovel- 
ling, unprofitable kind, inſtead of that which I commil. 


honed, I never attempted to introduce it again, nor has it 


% yet found its way into the ye *, 
Stipend, 


* Our wheat, in general, is ſown from the end of September to the 29th 
of October. We ſow oats as ſoon as the ground 1s ſufficiently dry for re- 
ceiving it. Sometimes land is fit for ſeed in February, as in 1779; at o- 
ther times, not till the middle of April. The deſirable time for our ſoil, 
in general, is to begin about the roth or 15th of March. On dry land, 
n good condition, with a good ſeaſon, 2 will be a luxuriant crop, 

| though 
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| Stipend, School, Poa; Ge. Tue ipend, in money, b 
is 44: 3: 312 Sterling; in victual, 2 chalders of meal, and 
1 chalder of barley, each kind valued at 13s. 4 d. which, 
with the old glebe. about 6 acres, and 24 acres of moor, 
obtained in lieu of a ſervitude, at L. 1, 10 s. the acre, the 
whole may be rated at L. 88: 18: 3. In point of beneſi, 
J am much at a loſs how to eſtimate a glebe. A miniſter 
3 it at the expenſe of L. 14 for a man-ſervant', 


_ Wages 


though ſown ſo early. Inwettiſh land and not into ſuch order, there will 
be little ſtraw, and altogether a deficient crop, if it be not fown conſider. 
_ ably later. Engliſh barley, which demands our beſt ſoil, and in the high. 
eſt condition, requires to be ſown from the 20th of April to the 5th of 
May, in order to produce good and ſufficiently early grain; Scotch barley, 
from the beginning to the 15th of May; common Scotch bear, from the 
10th to the 25th of May. Our peaſe are of the haſtings kind, and do nc: 
require to be ſown before the middle or 20th of April. Lint-ſeed, from 
the 20th to the end of April. It was earlier with ſome laſt ſeaſon, by 14 
or 20 days; but where this was the caſe, the ſeed lay uncommonly long in 
| the ground without ſhooting ; ſome of it was ſickly during a good part of 
ſummer; nor could it be ſaid to be ſooner ready for pulling, than that 
which had been ſown about the uſual time. Smart nights and morning? 
are frequent about the end of April, rendering the lint crop very un- 
certain, if it get above ground before the 1ſt of May. They plant pots. 
_ "toes from the 20th of April to the heginning of May; and ſow turnips 
| from the Ioth to the 2oth or 22d of June. The reaping time mutt vary 
according to the nature of the ſummer. Hay, which is not intended for 
| ſeed, is cut from the ift to the 10th of ſuly ; what is intended for rye- 
graſs ſeed, 8 or 10 days later. Lint harveſt is from the 12th to the 25th 
of Auguſt, ſometimes a few days later. The earlieſt and lateſt com. 
mencement of barley harveſt, which I remember, was the 15th of Auguſt, 
and the laſt day of September. In the years 1975, 1779, and 1783, the 

bar ley harveſt began from the 15th to the 18th of Auguſt; in the year 
1782, it began the laſt day of September, The barley harveſt uſually be. 
gins about the iſt or sth of September. Wheat i is cut down about the 
ſame time with barley. Our barley, for the moſt part, begins to be cut 
down abour 10 or 14 days before the beginning of oat harveſt. In 1779, 
the corns on dry farms were all got in by the 1loth or 12th of SeptemdeT. 


In 1782, they were not got in with ſome till the 22d of November 
with others, ſome days later. 


79 


er 


wages and board, with two > hook {high for the purpoſe, 
muſt be a confiderable loſer. It was an unlucky cireum- 
tance, in aſſigning land to miniſters, that the Legiſlature 
aid not think of allotting more. 20 or 25 acres might 
have been managed with very little additional expenſe. 
The Crown is patron. The manſe was built in 1737, and 
was repaired in 1785, The time at which the church was 
built is not known; it got a repair a good many years 
ago—The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is L. 5. Number of ſcho- 
jars, from 20 to 30, at 1s. 3d. the quarter, for 3 quarters 
of the year. The fees are L. 4: 13:9; fees for regiſtra- 
tion of baptiſms and marriages, and falary as ſeſſion- elerk, 
L. 2:8: 4. The amount of the whole is L. 12: 2: 1; a 
ſum leſs by L. 2 Sterling than the income of a common la- 
dourer.— The number of poor is 7. The annual contribu- 
tions are about L. 13, 16s. There are ſome ſeats in the 
church belonging to the poor, which yield L. 2, 12 8. year- 
i, Intereſt of money, about L. 2, 8s. In all, L. 18, 16s, * 


N elan, 


* The price of meat, 40 years ago, may be rated at 1 d. the pound. 
Now all kinds of butcher meat, of the beſt quality, fetch from 37 d. to 4d. 
the pound. Hens were then 4 d. and now about Is. and other poultry 
in the ſame proportion. Butter, 40 years ago, was 4 d the pound; now 
it fetches from J d. to 10d. Cheeſe, I preſume, was not ſold by weight 
at the diſtance of 40 years, but was then proportionably low; now it ſells 
from 5s, to 6s. the ſtone, the ſtone conliſting of 24 Engliſh pounds. 
Wheat is now from 18 8. to L. 1, 7s. ; bear, from 108. to L. 1. Theſe 
digheſt prices of wheat and barley have not been paid for many years, 
except in 1 782. The uſual price of barley and oat-meal is from 
125, to 16s, Forty years ago, grain was in general from 3s. to 5 8. 
cheaper,—Wages, without board, for a day-labourer, are 1 8. or 18. 1 d.; 
a carpenter, 1 8. 4 d.; tailor, 1 8. 1 d.; bricklayer and maſon, 1 8. 6 d. or 
Is. 84, —The fuel melt made as of 1s peat. Gentlemen uſe coal 
in their families; it is alſo part of the fuel in ſome farm-houſes. Many 
burn nothing but peat, broom, and furze. We are under the neceſſity of 
en for peat to a neighbouring pariſh, at the diſtance of about 2 
=apliſh miles from a great part of this diſtrict. Any moſs we have in 

| the 
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| Miſcellaneous Obſervations. We labour under no dif. 


vantages, but ſuch as are common to us with almoſ al 
the county of Angus; the want of falt, lime and coal 
We have all the advantages which are enjoyed by other 
inland diſtricts; and are ſupplied with marl from pits near 
the boundaries of the pariſh. Houſes unconnected with 
land, dont yield, I think, L. 12 Sterling. Farm houſes art 
in cumulo with the farms. Such houſes being now an ar. 


ticle of conſiderable expenſe, the landlords begin to ſpe. 


cify a rent, according to a certain rate of intereſt on the 
money laid out in NY, vis. about 7 per cent. —The 


writer 


the pariſh, 15 not dug. Our coals are from the Forth, by ſea. carriage tn 
Dundee. Moſs-dues to the proprietor, are 9 d. in one moſs, 6d. in ano. 
ther, the cart-load. The uſual price of coal is 4s. the boll, the bol 
weighing 56 ſtone. —The rate of common labourers wages is the ſame 
_ that of farmers ſervants, | | 
| Huſbands wages, — = | - 


I. 8 o 0 
Nleal, in place of maintenance, 2 pecks a a-week, with milk, 5 11 0 
Induſtry of the wife, beſides the care of the family, 8 2 12 0 


Amount of their funds for one year, — L. 16 9 © 


This a-week is 6s. 32 d. I make no doubt but it may ſuffice for the 
plain diet and clothing which ſuch families uſe. Let us ſuppoſe the fami- 


ly to be numerous, I allow only the huſband and wife, and 5 children, te 
depend on this weekly allowance, viz. one child of $ years, one of 6, one 
of 4, one of 2, and an infant. When the youngeſt of theſe 5 is born, 2 
boy or girl of the family, who had reached the age of 10 years, goes ts 
| ſervice, and the burden of that child is taken away. A boy or girl ats 
years of age becomes uſeful in the family, and enables the mother to uſe 
her induſtry for increaſing their funds. When a few of the children get 
above 10 years, they increaſe the living of the family very conſiderably. 
If the labourer be a farmer's ſervant, the farmer generally allows him 3 
day for digging peats, and ſome draughts of carts for bringing home hiv 
| fuel.---The wages of male ſervants, in huſbandry, are in general about L. 
Sterling, with maintenance in the family, or 62 bolls of oat-meal yearly, 
with a ſufficient quantity of milk. A maid-ſeryant has L. 3 Sterling, wit 
maintenance. | | 
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writer of the Roman department of the Univerſal Hiſtory, 


is ſaid to have been a native of this pariſh.— The people 


in general are of an equal degree of ſtrength, compared 


with the inhabitants of other counties in Scotland. We 


have ſome who may be accounted ſtrong. One man, in 
particular, might ſtand. high in the liſt of ſtrong men in 
any county of Britain. The talleſt man, within our 
bounds, wants, I think, about half an inch of 6 feet high. 


They are of different ſizes, from about 6 feet down to 5 
feet 4 or 5 inches, perhaps a very few below that height. 


The ordinary ſtature is about 5 feet 7 inches. Women, 


in general, are about 5 feet high. Excluſive of ſhoes, we 


have ladies, whoſe height is from 5 feet 4 to 5 feet 7 in- 
ches. The complexions of the people, are ſome ruddy, 


ſome pale. They have all, however, a healthy appear- 
ance; and are pretty remarkable for an acuteneſs of ge- 


nius, which enables them to attain to dexterity in the dif- 
ferent occupations in which they employ their talents.— 
The people are very much diſpoſed to induſtry. The on- 
ly manufacture is green linen, or oſnaburgh. There are 
58 hands employed in that branch of weaving. We have 
a ſpinning mill for flax yarn. It is on a ſmall ſcale, in- 
tended to contain 120 pirns. A corn mill is converted to 


that purpoſe. It is in contemplation of the Company to 


extend their plan, if the experiment now making ſhall an- 
lwer their expectations. In the mean time, they are buſy 


adjuſting their apparatus, of which they have made trial; 


and the yarn which it throws, looks well, and is thought 


to be of a very good quality. This work is carrying on 


by virtue of a leaſe of patent privilege from a Company 
in England. We have but very few inſtances of fondneſs 


for a ſeafaring life. Nor are the people much addicted 


o a military one: the army not having, at any period, in 
tie memory of man, obtained any conſiderable ſupply 


here. 
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here. The inhabitants in general are ceconomical, and 

_ augment, rather than diminiſh their Rock. They are wel 
_ clothed and fed. Superior induſtry affords them a Plenti. 
ful ſupply of the neceſſaries and comforts of life. Among 
one claſs, however, economy does not ſeem to have been 
much regarded.——The whole landed property has been 
transferred by lale ſince the year 1743. Prices of lan 
have been, I preſume, about 25 years purchaſe, or perhaps 


a little more.—We have few calls for extraordinary exer. 


tions of humanity : in clamant caſes of diſtreſs, I can exh. 


ly believe our people capable of extraordinary beneficence 
They enjoy, in a conſiderable degree, the advantages and 
comforts of ſociety : contented with their accommodation, 


few remove to diſtant parts of the country, or emigrate u 


foreign countries. — The : circumſtances moſt extenſively 


_ diſtreſſing, are thoſe which affect the manufacturers of 
green linen. They depend on two countries, Ruſſia for 


their raw materials, and the Weſt Indies and part of 4. 
merica for the ſale of their manufacture. A bad crop 0 
flax in Ruſſia, or the jobbing ſpirit of the merchants there, 


or extraordinary profits to the importers of the flax, often 
reduce the profits of theſe manufacturers to a mere triſt. 


This evil, I think, might be removed, if flax raiſing could 
be brought to a ſyſtem, which would render a flax cro 


equally certain with any other crop. Our ſoil is pretty 
much adapted to the raiſing of flax, and the plan of farm- 


ing here is ſuch, that the farmer could eafily employ 1 
few acres in cultivating it. In this caſe, there would be 


only the chance of the fale market againſt the manutadu- 


rers. But although grievances were redreſſed as much s 
poſſible, it is ſtill a queſtion, whether that is not the mol 
deſirable manufacture which is ſupplied with materia 


from the country itſelf, and has the benefit of a home 
market, founded on tie natiral demand of the inhabitants 
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2» 
nl | for the manufactured Adele * Fn 7 to the manners -of | 5 
vel the people, they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of a period 1 
a. 30 or 40 years ago, as there is more induſtry, attention, en- 1 
3 
onp 8 1 and e 1 heir ee are much the fame B 
land * The public road from Perth, through . which paſſes thro? 
” this pariſh, is repairing on a new plan, and will ſoon be finiſhed within 
I our bounds, unleſs it ſhall be deemed neceſſary to widen it. It was be- 
, gun to be repaired in autumn 178g. Owing to the ſpirited plan of ſub- 
eal- {criptions from the zentlemen in the county, the road from Forfar to Dun- 
nee. dee, part of which paſſes through this pariſh, is proceeding on the ſame | 
and plan. All the county roads in Angus are to be repaired from the ſub- 
ſcription-fund. We are much indebted to the exertions of Mr Douglas 
ion, 


of Brigton, who tranſacts and ſuperintends the buſineſs of the road from 
Forfar to Dundee, and for ſeveral miles on the Strathmore road. To ren- 
der the road convenient, ſteep banks are avoided, and on Mr Douglas's 
ground in this pariſh, the road takes a new direction for 14 miles through 
incloſures of land of very excellent quality. The rule is not to admit, if 
poſſible, above 1 foot of riſe in 20. Theſe roads have turnpikes, and all 
; the county roads either have or are to have them. Our farmers are much 
reconciled to turnpikes, and imagine that the accommodation obtained in 


g Ee | : * 


vere, this way, is cheap. Statute labour is not exacted in kind. Since the plan 
by ſubſcription took place, the commutation-money is to be applied to the 
often repairing of the private roads. We have two bridges in the pariſh; one 
rifle on the road from Forfar to Glammis, was built by ſubſcription, at leaſt in 
ould part, about 21 years ſince. and is in good condition; the other, on the "= 
exop road from Forfar to Dundee, is intended to be taken down, and another 
built at ſome ſmall diſtance.— In the year 178 2, our drieſt lands were not 
retij fit for receiving ſeed till the 16th or 17th of April. There was not a blade 
arm of oats to be ſeen till about the 12th of May, ia this neighbourbood, 
oy 1 which is rather an early diſtrict. The barley-ſeed time was very back- 
Id be ward. About the 29th of May, we had rain for 50 hours, without in- 
termifion. he ſummer was cold and wet; and on the 16th of Auguſt, 
actu- we had an uncommon flood, which chilled the ground fo as to deprive it 
ch 8 of the warmth neceſſary for filling and ripening the corns. On the morn- 
moſt ing of the 12th of September, we had hoarfroit as thick as at Chriſtmas, 
al Aout J o'clock that morning, the fun was bright, and had influence ſuf. 
kcient to melt the froſt; and, in a few minutes, peaſe and potatoes had the 
nome look of having been dipped in boiling water. The effect of this froſt 
tants made the farmer imagine that harveſt was nigh. The corns aflumed a 
fo whitith appearance, and the firſt rain threw it in appearance ſeveral ſtages 


back. 
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as at that period. Their dreſs is more gay, and expenſive; 

their living more plentiful. Though it is not the caſe in 
this pariſh, to any conſiderable degree, in ſhow, expenſe, 
manner of living, and dreſs, there is an imitation of ſupe. 
riors creeping into the country. Perhaps 30 years ago, the 
boundaries between the ranks were more diſtinctly marked, 
and more attentively obſerved. Inferior ranks begin not to 
ſeocruple to invade the boundaries of thoſe above them. The 
geni s of the people leads them to induſtry and enterpriſe; 
| beſides, they are very communicative. This diſpoſition 
ſuffers no experiment to lie concealed, either as to the man- 


ner 


back. The corns were changed from green to whitiſh, and from whitiſh to 
green, according as froſt or rain happened to prevail. Our lower, ableſt, 
and beſt lands, which will produce 8, 10, or 12 bolls of oats an acre in 
good years, yielding from 15 to 16, or perhaps 17 pecks of meal the boll, 
that year yielded 4 or 5 bolls an acre, and theſe yielding not above 8, 10, 
or 11 pecks of meal the boll. I heard of ſome oats in the county, which 
yielded only mill duſt, inſtead of meal. Barley of that crop, which was 
much uſed for meal, fell greatly ſhort, both of its uſual quantity and qua. 
lity. be higher grounds, raiſed above the region of the noxious hoar- 
froſts, had a more equal progreſs towards ripening. And theſe high, weak, 
light grounds, not reaped till the month of November, produced oats, 
_ vielding about 15 pecks of meal the boll. Theſe grounds were leſs hurt 
by the froſt and rain. Of that crop, farmers paying conſiderable rents, 
could ſcarcely procure as much oat-meal from their farms, as was ſuffici- 
ent for their own families, and oats for ſowing their ground. People, both 
in towns and the country, traverſed the country and particularly this pz 
riſh, where we had ſeveral mills. and thought themſelves lucky if they 
could obtain a peck or two of meal, to ſupply the immediate and urgent 
demands of their families. They would gladly have given more than the 
high current price, to have been aſſured of finding it at any particular 
place. The ſcarcity continued through ſummer 1783; and had it not 
been for a ſupply of Engliſh oats from Leith, I doubt not but ſome muſt 
have periſhed for want. Some farmers, foreſeeing the diſtreſſed condition 
of the country, ſowed ſome barley early. Great quantities of potatoes 
were planted, and the harveſt of 1783 was early. By theſe means, the 
country obtained a ſpeedy and pretty plentiful ſupply. Amidſt the ſcar- 
city of proviſions, there was one comforting circumſtance, The people, n 
general, were not diſtreſſed for want of money. 


bu! 
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ner of conducting it, or as to its ſucceſs. Their ſpirit of 
enterpriſe makes them eaſily adopt a new plan, when fair. 
y recommended by its ſucceſs ; and their induſtry ſecures 


their doing juſtice to any plan which they may adopt. 
Free from the fetters of prejudice, they follow, let the 
leader be whom he will, if they are warranted by fair, 


well tried, ſucceſsful experiments. That ſpirit has brought 


this country to be able to ſupport double or triple the 


number of inhabitants, which it could have done 30 or 40 
years ago. A great deal of waſte ground has been brought 


under culture ; and lands which then would have yielded 
z or 4 bolls an acre, now produce 8 or 15, and fometimes 


more. This is the caſe, more or leſs, with the country of 


Strathmore, and in the county of Angus: I know no part 


of the country where farming is carried on to greater per- 
fection than in this very pariſh —Befides a great increaſe 
in the quantity of corn, there is a conſiderable addition of 
profit by the rearing and fattening of cattle. Inſtead of 


the ſtinted and famiſhed breed, of which the farmer's ſtore 


confifted 40 years ago, cattle can now be reared to a con- 


fiderable fize, and fetch a decent price, to compenſate the 
trouble and expenſe ; fatted cattle generally fell well. Our 
farmers fatten through the winter, ſome 10, ſome 16, ſome 
20, ſome 30 cattle. Some of theſe are partly fed with tur- 
aips, ſtraw and hay; ſome with turnips and hay. Such 
as are fed wholly on turnips and hay, can be brought to 
a degree of fatneſs, not exceeded in any part of Scotland, 
The greateſt part of our patture and hay foggage is em- 


ployed for the purpoſe of fattening. Turnip crops keep 


the land clean, and the great proportion of paſture gives 


them vigour to produce good. corn crops when broken up. 


—There is a grievance, which, though in one view, it affects 
but a fingle individual in a pariſh, yet is very extenſive in 


its 
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its 0 T mean the pitiful living of ſchoolmaſten, 
In fact, there is no occupation among us, or in the country 

in general, from which greater profits may not be obtain. 
ed. What extent of learning and qualifications is to be 
demanded or expected from a perſon, whoſe office yield 
him hardly the bare neceſſaries of life? I think we ate 

| Juſt on the verge of having ſchools remaining vacant; th 
office being ſtripped of every thing that can induce a ma 

of any capacity to accept of it. Allow me to make ano 
ther obſervation. In reſpe& to the poor, matters ſeem to 


be very improperly conducted. We are importuned by es, 0 
people from almoit every county in Scotland; whoſe flo. tious 
ries may be true or falſe; and whoſe circumſtances may ing 

therefore entitle them to charity, or may not. Much good to in 
would accrue to the public, if ſuch vagrants were con- in t 
fined to their reſpective pariſhes. Their circumſtances take 
might then be exactly known; temptations to falſehood ed, 
would be taken away; idleneſs would be prevented; per. il en 
ſons able to contribute in any reſpect to their ſubſiſtence, infe 
would be obliged to exert their induſtry, or would ſuffer and 
the reward due to their neglect. Here, however, an ob- vie\ 
jection occurs, namely, That ſome pariſhes, from the ſcan- whi 

tineſs of their funds, and the great number of their poor, at t 
are unable to ſupply, in any comfortable manner, all the ove 

poor within their bounds. Where collections, dedicated toy 

to the ſupport of the poor, are not ſufficient for neceſlary of 1 

_ ſupplies, let there be aſſeſſments. This would oblige land- ſtru 
ed gentlemen, and others, on whom ſuch aſſeſſments might pla 
be chiefly laid, to exert themſelves, by introducing manu- of! 
factures, or other means of ſubſiſtence. The number of tlec 


poor would thereby be diminiſhed ; thoſe who might ſill 28 

need parochial ſupply, would be leſs indigent, and others Bu 
| | become able to bear a part of the burden of the unavoidably wh 
| | | ; poor. 
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poor. 80 long as mankind are ſupported by ſtrolling, che 


induſtry and ingenuity of thouſands. muſt be loſt to the 


community, and vice cheriſhed to a conſiderable degree. 

—The decreaſe of population in country pariſhes, and the 
great reſort of people to towns, is an evil much to be re- 
gretted. Though this mode ſhould continue, it is not im- 
probable that there may be {till a gradual increaſe of in- 
habitants over Scotland. But the queſtion is, by which of 


theſe two plans may population be ſuppoſed to increaſe 
moſt ; whether, by a well peopled ſtate of country pariſh- 


es, or by extending and crowding the towns. In all infec- 
tious diſtempers, ſuch as fevers, ſmall- pox, meaſles, hoop- 


ing cough, the danger to children is greateſt in towns. As 


to inoculated ſmall pox, the diſtemper may be introduced 


in towns at a favourable ſeaſon, and, when introduced, it 
takes its range of infection, and before its courſe is finiſn- 
ed, the hot unfavourable ſeaſon arrives, and the diſtemper 


generally becomes malignant and fatal. In the country, 
infection from this diſtemper may be more eaſily avoided, 


and I hope to ſee whole parithes taking ſuch rational 


views of inoculation, as to agree to have all their children, 
who have not had the diſtemper, put under inoculation, 


at the ſame time, during the favourable ſeaſon ; a victory 
over prejudice, not to be expected univerſally in large 


towns. But dropping this confideration, the ſickly looks 
of many children, in large, crowded, ill ſituated, or ill con- 
ſtructed towns, ſhow that the country is the preferable 
place for children. Inhabitants of large towns are ſenfible 
of this, who rejoice in the opportunity of having them ſet- 
tled in the country, eſpecially after they have been ailing, 


as the only means of reſtoring their health and vigour. 


But how is the prevailing reſort to towns to be prevented, 
when the preſent taſte is, to raze or ſuffer almoſt every 
houſe 
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: houſe to 90 to decay, which is not conducive to the bene 

fit of a farm? Might not the building one or two ne | 
villages in every country pariſh, be the means of Prevent. 
ing this great concourſe of inhabitants to the towns. They 
might be erected in a dry fituation, and calculated for con. 
venience as well as health. Suppoſing theſe villages to he 
inhabited by mechanics, manufacturers, day-labourer 
farmers ſervants and widows, there might be one or tw 

ſmall farmers connected with the village, who might hare 
leiſure, and be induced to perform carriages to the vill 
gers for hire *. 


* Perſonal ſervices are ſtill performed here. They are ſpecified an 
limited. Occupiers of a houſe and garden, or of a houſe, garden, and one 
or two acres of land, perform ſome days work occaſionally, as the pro- 
prietor may happen to require them in the courſe of the year. Such te. 
nants as poſſeſs ground ſufficient to enable them to keep a horſe, beſide 
the above ſervices, are bound to perform two horſeback carriages in the 
_ courſe of the year, as far as Dundee, which is about 12 miles, or to a ſimi. 
lar diſtance. Greater tenants are bound to bring a certain number of 
bolls of coals from Dundee to the proprietors houſe, which require 2 or ; 
days work of their carts Beſides, they muſt give a day's work of all their 
reapers, for cutting down the proprietors corns. Theſe go by the gene- 
ral name of ſervices, in place of the old arrhage and carriage, which were 
very comprehenſive. Arrhage, I take to be from the Latin, are, to till; 
and implied the driving out of the manure for the proprietor's farm, 
ploughing and harrowing his ground, reaping in harveſt, and bringing 
home his hay and corns. The old ſervice of carriage was very unlimited, 
and very tyrannically exacted.—From 16 to 3o years back, from the pre. 
ſent time, about 37 cottages were razed, or became ruinous. From 10 to 
17 years back, 10 or 11 new cottages have been erected; an increaſe of 
ſmall houſes has begun to take place; a mill, for ſpinning flax-yarn, Þ 
building ; and a village is begun, for accommodating the hands to be em- 
ployed, which will require a conſiderable number of houſes. The em. 
ploying of cottagers in agriculture, increaſes population. A houſe for ac. 
commodating a family, is a conſiderable inducement for a ſervant to mar. 
ry; and, from having a houſe and an acre or two of land, a ſervant 15 
more inclined to remain in his maſter's ſervice. Hired ſervants are at tv 


be touchy and petulant, by being leſs dependent, as having it more ealily 
- in 


times changing his place. —There is no poſt-town nearer than Forfar, a- 


bout 
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in their power to remove from one place to another. A hired ſervant, 
however; has the chance of obtaining more extenſive knowledge, by iome- 


3 miles diſtant from the centre of this variſh, We have one ale- 
houſe; no inn. Ale-houſes are not ſo much reſorted te, as 30 or 40 year 
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NUMBER XVI. 
PARISH oF BALMERINO, | 


(County and Synod or Fire, PRESBYTERY 01 
| | VV 


y the Rev. Mr AxpREW THoMSoON. 


Name, Extent, Climate, &c. 


Els pariſh takes its name from a ſmall village upon 
the banks of the river Tay, anciently ſpelt Balmure- 
nacb, ſignifying, as would appear from the Gaelic, * Sailors 
« Town ;” and the old abbey of that name is called by 
Leſlie Balmuræum, and by Fordun, Habitaculum ad Mare. 
This pariſh ſtretches along the banks of the Tay in 2 
ranges of hills. The medium length from E. to W. by a 
pretty exact meaſurement, about 34 miles, and its breadth 
from N. to S. nearly 24 miles. It is almoſt a ſemicircle, 
with the church in the centre, and the northern half of the 
circle cut off by the Tay. From the above meafurement, 
it mult exceed 3000 Scots acres; about 2-3ds of it is ara- 
ble, and ſupports more than 700 people old and young. 
There are no diſeaſes peculiar to the pariſh; on the con- 
trary, 


of Balmerins, "7 


traty, the people may be aid to be healthy. There were 
4 perſons who died within theſe 10 years upwarias of go; 


and there are ſeveral now alive above 80 years of age. 
The wholeſomeneſs of the climate appears alio from the 
fuifulneſs of the females. The preſent incumbent has 
often, in the courſe of 10 years, had an opportunity of 


baptizing twins; and there are 2 families in it at preſent, 


I of whom has had thrice twins, and the other has five 


ſons, now alive, at 2 births: The twins are youngeſt, and 
were baptized in the 1789. 


Soil and Culture. — As the lands lie on riſing banks, they 


are for the moſt part dry. The ſoil in general is thin and 
ſnarp, but very productive, lies on a gravel, or what is 


called here a rachelly bottom, except in ſome places where 


it is tilly, or upon rock, and conſequently wettiſh ; and 
even this is much improved by draining, (which is now 
begun to be better underſtood), though indeed it is to 


be wiſhed that the Highland, or ſome other ſociety, would 


pay attention to that great improvement in agriculture, by 
offering a premium for the beſt eſſay on the moſt effectual 


mode of draining lands. The method of culture and crop- 


ping varies even in this ſmall pariſh. The ploughing is 
now generally carried on by two horſes, managed by one 
ſervant with a pair of long reins, and oxen are ſeldom 


yoked ; yet ſome keep and work them both in the plough, 


by themſelves, and in carriages. In cropping, ſome adopt 
the following rotation: Four years in graſs, kept the 2 
irſt years for hay, and the 2 laſt laid out into paiture, oats, 
barley, green crop, or ſummer fallow, with a top dreſſing 
of lime, wheat, barley, and graſs-ſeeds, and ſo on, having 
always 5-9ths in green crop and ſummer fallow, 4-gths 
in white crop, and never more than 2 white crojs in ſue- 
ceſſion. Others, with what they call infield land, take 2 
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years graſs, 1 year in hay, and che other in paſture, oats; 


| barley, oats, green crop, or ſummer fallow, wheat, aud gl 
_ barley, with graſs-ſeeds; outfield, 2 years graſs paſtured, far 
_ oats, barley, oats and. graſs-ſeeds. Thoſe that adopt this tle 
mode of huſbandry, generally lime on the graſs from Je 
30 to 40 bolls of ſhells an acre, and which, they think, no 
will not admit of more lime for 20 or 39 years afterward, fol 
At the ſame time, it muſt be obſerved, that moſt of the at 
\ outfield is now coming to be infield, from the ſuperior be 
mode of management adopted by the farmers. Some pre. m. 
pare with green crop, ſuch as turnips, potatoes, or peaſe fa 
for barley, with graſs ſeeds, 3 years graſs cut for hay 2 in 
years, and paſture the 3d; oats, barley, green crop, and ſo 
on 1n rotation ; and ſome a and Oats ——— it 
| he 
e ne ſoil here is remarkably fitted * barley, ar 
and frequently produces large returns from the acre. The th 
wheat, though of a good quality, ſeldom produces ſo much. vs 
The oats are good, and have often been known to give 8 hi 


ſtone of meal the boll, Linlithgow meaſure. The turnip; 
feldom fail to produce a heavy. crop. Peaſe and. beans are 
precarious, and cultivated chiefly with a view of preparing ſt 
the ſoil for the after crop. Potatoes are good in quality, 
and often give large returns from the acre. Flax, eſpeciab 
ly in new-drained lands, a weighty crop. The lands pro- 
duce more of every ſort of grain than is ſufficient for the 
Inhabitants. Moſt of the wheat and barley is ſent by the 
Tay to the Forth and Canal, and the oats are ſold in the 
neighbourhood. This pariſh, till within theſe 30 years, 
did not produce ſo much graſs as to afford paſture for the 
cattle neceflary for labouring the ſoil. At that time the 
farmers were forced to graze out a part, and depended 
ehieſly upon their marſhy grounds for the ſubſiſtence of 
che remainder through the ſummer. Now the bogs ar? 
almoſt 
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almoſt all drained, and by the means of artificial graſſes, the 


farmers are become remarkable for their fine breed of cat- | 
tle, which are generally ſold off at high prices, from 3 to 4 
years old ; and what are kept till they are full growth, are 
not to be excelled by any of the Fife breed. One tarmer 


ſold his 3 year old black cattle laſt ſummer, for fattening, 


at L. 9, 125. and the ftock on hand this year 1s'eſteemed to 
be much ſtronger and more valuable. There is a gentle- 


man who reſides in the pariſh, who ſold laſt ſeaſon in Cupar 
fair, the 2 beſt oxen, both for . and beauty, chat were 
.. 


It is impoſſible to ſay what are the real rents of the pa- 
riſh, as they are paid part in victual, part in money; and 
hence riſe and fall with the price of grain. Beſides there 


are ſome 100 acres occupied by ſeveral of the proprietors 


themſelves, the rents of which cannot be aſcertained. The 
valued rent is L. 3944: 9 : 2 Scots; and the lands let as 


high as any in the neighbourhood. 


Population. According to the return made to Dr Web- 
lter, the population was then 565. The number of ſouls, 
when taken laſt ſummer, was, males 334; females 369; in 
all 703. The pariſh contains 162 houſes, 28 of which are 


occupied by widows and unmarried women. There are 
12 heritors, 3 great ones, and ꝙ poſſeſſed of ſmall property. 


Two of the principal heritors have their conſtant reſidence 
in it, and likewiſe 3 of the leſſer ones. There are 50 wea- 


vers, 4 wrights, 2 blackſmiths, 2 maſons, 7 tailors, g ſhoe- 


makers, 1 miller, and 2 boatmen ; about 20 Seceders; the 
remainder are farmers and labourers. There has been no 


regular regiſter of hurials for a great number of years. 


The regiſter of baptiſms and marriages for the 10 years 
preceding 1782, is as follows : 


Baptiſms. 
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„ Marriage, 

| ED Males. Females. 
ut 4-- 4 7 
1774, 7 + 6 6 
1775, 7 ug 6 2 
A I: 3 
1777, 8 7 9 
„ 1 4 1 
1779, . 6 7 
1781, 150 10 ; 

88 60 


Total Baptifms, 148 Ditto Marriages, 1 5 44 


Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The flipend 3 is 8 chalders of 
vidual, and 200 merks Scots, (out of which the miniſter 
has to furniſh the communion-elements) ; a glebe of about 
9 acres, with a manſe, garden, and office-houſes.—Schol. 
maſter's ſalary is 100 merks Scots; and the pariſh-dues, which 
may amount to L. 3 Sterling, with a houſe and garden.-- 
There are no beggars ; ſuch as are jnfirm by diſtreſs or old 
age, and unable to procure a maintenance, either by help 
of their friends, or by their own hands, are provided tor 
out of a {mall fund, from former ſavings, from the weekly 
colleQions, and from private ET, 


. — Theſe are, 1½, 1 being del on the 
banks of the Ter. where there is a wy boat which paſſe 


twice 


* Servants wages are from L. 6 to L. 8 Sterling. Day labourers earn 
from us. to 1s. 3 d.; maſons and wright have generally, through the 


county, the ſame Wages, Butcher meat and poultry, the ſame as the Dut- 
dee prices, 


wice 


earn 
the 
Dun. 
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twice a-week to Dundee, and it is within two miles of 
Woodhaven, a public ferry, where boats conſtantly ply ; 
thus cheeſe, butter, gl eggs, &c. are eaſily conveyed 
to a good market. By means of the Tay likewiſe, coal 
and lime are brought to Balmerino in ſuch quantities, as to 
ſerve all the purpoſes of fuel and agriculture. And what 


is of the greateſt importance, the harbour of Balmerino, a a 
creek belonging to the cuſtom-houſe of Dundee, is the chief = 
place on the ſouth fide of the Tay for ſhipping wheat and 


barley for the Forth and Canal. The quay was at firſt 
deſigned for ſhipping lime from the Fife hills to Dundee; 
now there is not a boll that comes from thence, but, on the | 
contrary, fome thouſands from Charleſtown on the Forth, 

and from South Sunderland, are delivered annually to the 


pariſh and neighbourhood. This trade has been much on 


the increaſe of late. The trade of ſhipping wheat and bar- 


ley at this port began about 30 years ago; at firſt, only 


ſome farm-bolls were ſhipped, and afterward the mer- 
chants began to buy from the farmers at the weekly mar- 
ket in Cupar, and received their grain at Balmerino. Be- 
fore that period, the farmers carried their victual either 
to Dundee, where the merchants ſhipped the ſurplus, or 


tranſported it upon horſeback to the ſouth coaſt. The 


number of bolls ſhipped here laſt year muſt, from the near- 


eſt calculation, have exceeded 70ce. The harbour is but 


tiling, and may, no doubt, be improved; but, as the bot- 
tom 1s good, ſhips lie to and take in and deliver with eaſe. 
24, This being in the neighbourhood of Dundee, a great 
manufacturing town, the weavers find plenty of work, and 


the factory work finds conſtant employment for all the 


women, who generally ſpin with both hands, and are at 
preſent receiving at the rate of 17d. the ſpindle. 34, 


There are eight ſalmon-fiſhings in the pariſh, upon the 


danks of the Tay. Theſe fiſhings are carried on by means 


of 
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of yairs or ſcaffolds with poke-nets, and in finite with 

{weep and toot nets. The firſt are hauled when the fil 
ſtrike the nets in their way up with the flowing tide, The 
ſecond are payed off and drawn in at a certain time of the 
tide, without knowing whether there are falmon or not; 
and the laſt are ſet in the water, and never drawn till the 
watchman, or root /ſnan, as he is called here, obſerves the 
filh to have got within the net. Theſe fiſhings are become 
very valuable of late, and bring in money to the country 
from our neighbours in England. There is likewiſe a ſpir. 


ling fiſhing carried on here through the winter, and _y 
they catch great numbers of ſpirlings, garvies, herrings, ” 
Us flounders, &c. they are fold at low prices, and are eaſily 4 
| come at by the pooreſt in the pariſh. The fpirlings are 9p 
taken with poke-nets tied between two poles, and anchor Frnat 
ed at the back end. The ebbing tide forces the fith into © f 
them, and they are ſhaken out at low water *. The filh- a 
ors, who are extremely induſtrious, likewiſe catch ſeals, i In the ( 
the ſummer months, with long nets, for which, befides the A 
value of the oil and ſkins, they draw a {mall Premiun bt 
from the nn. in Perth. trees 
Aatiquities—The firſt ching that deſerves our notice P 
here, is the ruins of the Abbey of Balmerino. Some pil- a 
lars of excellent workmanſhip, and moſt durable ſtone, e- me 


very one ornamented in a different manner, and covered 
in by a beautiful arch, are ſtill to be ſeen. There are all 

| ſome ſemicircular vaults, one of which ſeems to have been 
a place of worſhip, as there is a row of ſtone-benches all 
round it, and nigh the entrance two baſons cut out in the 
fone, probably for holding holy water, as the buſt of the 
| Virgin, 


The reaſon why I do not mention the fiſhers in my deſcription 4 the 
people, is, that they are all either tradeſmen or labourers, and follow thek 
accupation when the fiſhing is over, 


Virgin, with the Holy Child in her arms, ſtood in a niche y | 
1 above them. This buſt was dug out of the ruins ſome | 
bl years ago, and given to Mr David Martin, painter and an- 

he tiquarian. There are alſo the ruins of the church, and 

. what appears to have been a ſmall chapel upon the end of 

Y \ houſe, within the precin&s of the Abbey, where Lord 

yn zalmerino ſometimes reſided. This Abbey was begun by 

be Alexander II. and his mother Emergarda, daughter to the 

2 Carl of Baumont, and widow of William, firnamed the 

8 Lion, in the year 1229. This lady in the year 1215, pur- F 

"Wy 


chaſed the lands of Balmurenach, Cultrach, and Balin- 
dean, from Richard de Rule, for 1009 merks Sterling. 
upon which ground they founded the monaftry near the 
ſhore, about 8 Engliſh miles above where the Tay emp- | = 
ties itſelf into the bay of St Andrew's. It is pleaſantly —_—_— 
ſituated upon the banks of the Tay, noted for their roman. 
tic ſhelving and perpetual verdure, and commands a beau- 
tiful view of the river, with Dundee, and the rich vale of 
the Carle of Gowry on the oppoſite ſhore. It has a ſmall 
running water to the eaſt of it, which turns a mill, and 
runs through a den or glen, well ſtocked with venerable 
trees, conſiſting of aſh, beech, elm, &c. In the old garden 
there 18 a cheſnut-tree, the bole of which meaſures 15 feet 
in the guth, and not above 5 feet to the ſetting out of the : 
branches, two of which run horizontally the whole length 
of the chapel, formerly mentioned, ſtanding at the end of 
the houſe. A beech-tree was meaſurcd to 12 feet 7 inch- 
es in the girth; and an elm to 7 feet 9 inches, their height 
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all from zo to 30 feet. It is well ſheltered from the north- 
FR alt wind by the Scurr hill, which riſes to a great height 
EY above the river, has N aughton on the eaſt, and Birkhill on 
gin, ne weſt, both of them modern houſes, with rifing pleaſure 

rounds of confiderable extent. At this laſt place there is, 
. leſdles ſome extenſive plantations lately made, a conſider- 
hen 
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able coppice wood, extending above a mile along th 

banks of the Tay, conſiſting moſtly of oak, and in whig 

there are ſeveral groves of beech and oak, which may mn 
15 be reckoned tolerable timber *. 


siven battle to the Danes, after their retreat from Luncarty, where thc 
| . 72 defeated, and forced them to fly with precipitation on board thei 
ſhips, then lying i in the mouth of the Tay. One of the places was dig 
| up a few years ago, at the deſire of two gentlemen, where they found 
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* The abbey- church, 3 Goes bee is did to be bur 


ante magnum altere, ſerved as the pariſh- church till the year 1595, when 


it was removed to the eaſt fide of the Den; it ſtands upon a little enj 
nence. The manſe was likewiſe in or near the abbey, till ſome time &. 
ter the year 1618, when a houſe, built of that date by T. and J. Chrich 
ton, whoſe names and arms are ſtill to be ſeen on ſtones that ſtood on the 
ſtorm-windows, was given in lieu of it. This abbey belongel to the Ci. 
ſtertian or Bernardine Monks, was dedicated to St Edward, and, 28 a 
the other houſes of this order were, to the Virgin Mary alſo. It ſeens ty 
have been well endowed. David de Lindſay gave to it an annuity out i 
his mill in Kirkbuet, in the year I 233; Simon de Kinnear gave to it Li. 


tle or Weſter Kinnear, in the 22d year of Alexander's reign; and Cor- 


beck, ſignifying a den with birks, or Birk-hill, as it is now called, was 5 
ven to it by Laurentius de Abernethy. The preceptory of Gadvan, in 
the pariſh of Dunbog, alſo belonged to it.— After the Reformation, King 


James VI. erected Balmerino into a temporal lord ih ip, in favour of Su 
James Elphinſton of Barnton, then Principal Secretary of State, on the 
20th of April 1604.—There are alſo two places in the pariſh, one of then 


called the Battle-law to this day, where the Scots are ſuppoſed to hat 


ſome ſtone coffins and arms, or pieces of broken ſwords ; but no farthe! 
diſcoveries have ſince been made.—The dates of the abbey, and the gits 


made to it, are taken from Sibbald's Hiſtory of Fife, and $ Minor 
Practices. 
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| Situation and Extent *, 


HE church of Clunie, near the centre of the pariſh, 
and of that diſtrict of Perthſhire called the Stormont, 
ſtands nearly on the ſame parallel with Lord Privy- Seal's 
obſervatory on the lawn at Belmont caſtle, about 56? 35 
N. latitude, and nearly 2 W. longitude from the meridian 
of Perth. Its diſtance from Dunkeld is about 6 miles E. 


ere they 
rd then 
was dug 
y found 
further 
the gift 
's Minor 


9 miles from N. W. where it riſes, to the ſummit of the 
Vor, IX. e lower 


* This account includes certain grounds, which properly belong to the 


the inhabitants of thoſe places were, by the preſbytery of Dunkeld, in 
1723, recommended, gzoad /acra, to the inſpection of the then miniſter 


of Clunie, They contain about 80 inhabitants, and pay about L. 140 


Sterling rent, 


(CounTY or PERTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIRLING, 


by N. and its diſtance from Perth is about 25 miles N. by. 
W. The pariſh is of an irregular figure, extending about 


pariſh of Caputh. As they lie at a diſtance from their own parith-church, 
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lower tire of the Grampian mountains, to S. E. where | 
ſtretches downwards into Strathmore to the neighbourhood 
of the Roman encampment at Meiklour. Its greateſt 
breadth is about 4 miles from N. E. to S. W.; and it is 
interſected towards the 9. E. by a imall arm of the * 
8 of Caputh. 


Name and . Eogliſh 1 has made 
conſiderable progreſs here among the better ſort of people, 
ſince the Union of the Scottiſh and Engliſh crowns; but 
the vulgar ſtill continue to ſpeak the Scotch, a diale& of 
of the Dano-Saxon, which was brought from the other fide 

of the German Ocean, by the Daniſh invaders of the ninth 
and eleventh centuries. Some of the people who border on 
the Highlands, have a ſmattering of, and retain a predilec- 
tion for the Gaelic or Celtic, which ſeems to have been the 

original language of the whole iſland. Of this language 
there are many traces here, particularly in the names of 
places; which names either mark the local ſituation, or 
refer to ſome tranſaction that has taken place there in di- 
ſtant times. For example, Clunie, which has time imme- 
morial been the name of the pariſh, is the modern ortho- 
graphy of the old Celtic word Cluaine, which ſignifies, 
plain green paſture between woods :” A plain, green 
paſture, called the Meadow, lies a little to the north of the 
church; on the north fide of this plain, there is till natural 
wood growing, and on the ſouth fide of the plain, we find 


veſtiges of old trees in a ſmall moſs or mire, which makes 


E 5 of che glebe *. 
Sufi, 


8 


* Stron, ſituated at the entrance of the hill of Clunie, ſignifies the 
* noſe, promontory, or heel of the hill.” Dallatir, (in Gaelic, Dut- 
lea-tire, the * black, bleak half fide of the country,“) lies in the heath, 


on a high, cold, northern expoſure, perfectly correſponding to its name. 
Balvedocb, 


des 


ce, 
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Surface, Soil, Climate, Diſcaſes. The ſuperficial area of 
the pariſh has not been meaſured, nor has any particular 
map of it been yet attempted, It contains probably up- 
wards of 8000 acres of mountain, moſs, heath, wood, wa- 


ter, arable and paſture. The arable parts, which have of 


late been conſiderably extended by induſtry, comprehend- 


ed, in ſummer 1791, about 2555 acres. The ſurface of 
| the ground is uneven, and not diſagreeably diverſified. 
The loweſt parts are perhaps not more than 150 feet, and 


the higheſt are perhaps not leſs than 18co feet above the 
level of the ſea: Accordingly the ſoil and climate are va- 
rious. The mountainous parts are cold, rocky and heathy, 


fit only for ſheep and goats; the latter of which are entire- 


ly baniſhed, and the former reduced, comparatively, to a 
very ſmall number. Contiguous to the mountains, are 


large tracts of black, bleak barren moors, where che heath 


is in ſome places interſperſed with bent, affording ſubſiſt- 


ence to about 200 ſmall Scotch cattle, and about 1000 ſmall 


Scotch ſheep. Theſe tracts are in general too rough and 


wild to admit of the plough ; it appears, however, that 


ſome ſpots of them have been cultivated by the Caledoni- 
ans of old, when the lower parts of the pariſh were cover- 
ed with wood. Many of theſe barren heaths may, in fu- 


ture times, be crowned with beautiful plantations of the 


fir 


Balvedock, (Gaelic, Batle-feadorg,) means, © the village of the grey 
* plover,” which bird frequently haunts the adjoining moor. Baldor- 
noc, (Gaelic, Batle-dornog,) denotes, the © village of ſmall round ſtones, 
* ſuch as one can take up in one's fiſt; and vaſt numbers of ſuch ſtones 
are on the ſurface of the ground of Baldornock, and its neighbourhood. 
Tullaneidy, (Gaelic, T ullach-neid) : Tullach, ſignifies a“ ſmall hill or 


* knock,” near which Tullaneidy ſtands ; neid, ſignifies a © battle“ or 


ound, received in a battle ;'* and an ingenious antiquary is juſt now 


making out a map of this part of the country, wherein he places Tulla- 
Zeidy near the ſcene of the great action between Galgacus and Agricola, 
N . ; - 65S 

Luis circumſtance will be alluded to under the article of Antiquities, 
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fir Kind, particularly the larix, which, if not planted in wa. 
ter, will thrive in almoſt any elevation or expoſure. In 
many parts, eſpecially about the middle of the pariſh, the 
ſoil is light, ſandy and ſtony ; here, where it is not cultivated, 
it is covered either with ſhort heath, furze, broom or bruſh. 
wood; but, where it is properly improved, being natural. 
ly dry and warm, it yields early and good crops. In the 
vallies and lower dechvities of the diſtrict, the ſoil is, for 
the moſt part, an excellent well pulverized mixture ; pro- 
ducing, either with lime or mar], or even with a compe. 
tency of common manure, as good barley, oats, peaſe, tur. 
nip and potatoes, as any part of this neighbourhood. The 


oat-ſeed time begins about the end of March, and the bear. 


ſeed is finiſhed about the toth of June; harveſt commences 
about the roth of September, and terminates about 

the 20th of October, in ordinary ſeaſons. In the hil- 
ly parts, both ſeed-time and harveſt are a fortnight later, 
The air is good, and the inhabitants are generally healthy, 
and live to a conſiderable age; ſeveral perſons exceed $0, 
ſome exceed go, and a few have reached near 100 years, 
In winter, the hoarfroſt often fits heavy on the lower 
grounds, where the degree of cold is then greater than on 
the tops of the mountains. The E. and N. E. winds of 
that ſeaſon frequently bring ſnow or rain, or miſt from the 
_ German ocean; and it is here obſerved, that theſe wind 


occaſion ſome dullneſs or depreſſion of the animal ſpirits; 


whereas, on the contrary, it is remarked, that the W. and 
N. W. winds, which blow hither through a pure, unclond- 
ed atmoſphere, and over a boundleſs extent of high, heatoy 
mountains, ſeldom fail to bring along with them good 
health and good ſpirits. The truth af this laſt obſervation 
is ofttimes experienced by the ſtranger from the low 
country, who goes to the highlands for air and exercife, 
particularly in the ſummer months, w en the heath is in 
bloom, He refpires with unuſual eaſe, his ſpirits riſe, and 

= he 


pre 
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he deſcends to the plain not without ſome reluctance. The : | 
W. and N. W. winds are peculiarly agreeable and advan- 


tageons here in autumn. In that chearful laborious ſeaſon, 


gur anxious huſbandman throws a wiſhful look to the N. 
W. and pointing to ſome well known ſummit of the Gram- 
pian mountains, raiſes his heart and his hand to heaven, and 
prays that the wind may never {hift from that particular 
quarter, till his own and his neighbour's fields are cleared. 
There are here no local diſeaſes. Colds and ſore throats 
are pretty frequent in winter. The ague is unknown, and 
the gout and rheumatiſm occur very rarely. The meaſles 
prove ſometimes deſtructive, and alſo the ſmall pox, taken 


in the natural way. Numbers have, of late years, been 


inoculated, -and of theſe only one died. Happily for the 


looks as well as for the conſtitutions of the riſing genera- 
tions, the practice of inoculation is becoming more general, 
the prejudices againſt it are every day giving way, and the 
more rational part of the people begin to feel a becoming 
gratitude to heaven for having been pleaſed to communi- 


cate to mankind ſuch an important diſcovery. When a fe- 
ver comes here, it generally attacks numbers. This is ow- 


ing in a great meaſure to the temerity of thoſe, who, from 
friendly intentions, viſit the patient; but who, without ob- 


ſerving the proper caution, ruſh upon his breath, imbibe 
the contagion, and communicate it from houſe to houſe, 
and from village to village. This conduct is to be aſcribed 


partly to ignorance, and partly to religious prejudice, both 
of which are happily giving place to more ſenhble and en- 


ightened views of things. 


83 Lakes, Brook, Fiſhes —Ben-achally, towards 


the N. W. part of the pariſh, is the higheſt mountain. It 
ſtands on an elevated baſis, and commands a very extenſive 


Pane. From the top of Ben-achally, in a clear day, you 


ſee 
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ee on the 8. W. the W. the N. W. the N. and N. E. the 
higher Grampians towards Argyleſhire, Badenach and Ma; 
on the E. the S. E. and S. you have a view of the whole 
extent of Strathmore, from the neighbourhood of Stone. 
| hive to that of Stirling, and this great Strath, bordered an 
the oppoſite fide by the Sidla and Ochil hills; beyond the 
latter, you perceive the Pentlands, a little to the S. W. af 
Edinburgh; and, thence directing your eye eaſtward t 
the fide of the Lomond hull at Falkland, you may deſcry 
pretty diſtinctly the eaſtern termination of the Soutra hill, 
in the neighbourhood of Haddington, rifing like ſmall blur 
clouds in the verge of the horizon. The height of Ben. 
achally has not been aſcertained, and the elevation of its 
baſe detracts much from its apparent altitude. Birnam, 
celebrated in the tragedy of Macbeth, ſtands about 5 mils 
S8. by W. of Ben- achally, and the height of Birnam has been 
taken, 1580 feet above the level of the ſea. Suppoſing 
this meaſurement to be accurate, Ben-achally ſhould na 
be overſtated at 1800 feet above the ſame level, ſince, to 
the naked eye, it appears conſiderably higher than Birnam, 
At the foot of Ben-achally, on its north fide, in the fo- 
| reſt of Clunie, (ſaid to have been once a royal foreſt, and 
now the property of the Duke of Atholl), lies the loch ot 
 Ben-achally, extending about a mile from W. to E. and 
bout half a mile from N to S. at its welt end. Its great- 
eſt depth 11—12 fathoms, is towards the foot of the moun- 

| tain; and if we compute the height of the mountain as 2. 
bove, the ſurface of the loch may be ſuppoſed not leſs than 
oo feet above the level of the ſea. In the loch are ſome 
eels; and it abounds with trouts, which in general are 
ſmall. We have ſeen ſome of them 1—2 lb. weight; 
_ ſometimes they are caught of a large ſize. In a calm ſum- 
mer evening, they ſpring in ſuch numbers to the flies, that 


che whole ſurface of the water appears to be dancing: 
| I Her 65 


of” Clunie. £3 72 wy 


the ere, as on the other Highland locks i in its ben odd 
lu; de beſt time of taking the trout, is a dark windy day, in 


ole BW june, July, or Auguſt, or, which is equally proper, any 


de. cam warm night in that ſeaſon ; and for the night: fiſhing, 


| on you muſt uſe an artificial fly, of a white or very bright 
the gre colour. There is here no an gling of any conſequence, 
. of Wi owing prinipally to the want of a boat. About 3o years 


ug, Mr Patrick Simpſon, then miniſter of Clunie, who 
ſcry WW was a very expert angler, as well as a very reſpectable 
us, Wi clergyman, :auſed make and carry up hither, at his own 
expenſe, a ſmall fiſhing-boat, which, however, ſoon after 
his death, fell to pieces, having no ſhed to fcreen it from 
the winter ſtorms. A. mile to the weſtward of Loch-Ben- 


lam, achally, and ſtill nearer the tops of the mountains, 15 {gels 
niles WW nachat, a ſmall loch, full of fine trouts. 

been About 4 miles S. E. of Loch-Ben-achally, and on a level, 
ling perhaps 700 feet lower, lies the loch of Clunie, a beautiful ; 


am. face is probably not more than 80 feet above the conflu- 
e fo- ence of the Tay and Ila, which laſt is only 93 feet above 
and de level of the ſea. Its greateſt depth is about 84 feet, 
h of and lies on the N. fide towards the higheſt bank. The 


ground riſes from the loch all around, with a bold ſlope, 
ad is in a tolerable ſtate of cultivation. The W. and 
N. W. banks are pretty much decorated with verdure and 
plantation ; and had the oppoſite banks a little more of the 


than ad of ornament, which in all probability they will ſoon 
ſome bare, this loch would be one of the firſt natural beauties of 
| art Witte country. About 200 yards from its weſtern ſhore, there 
1ght; Ns a ſmall but pleaſant iſland, near the centre of which 
ſum- I tands an old caſtle, in good repair, an occaſional ſummer 
that I reüdence of the Earl of Airly, who is ſuperior of the loch, 
cing- I noprietor of the barony of Clunie, and firſt heritor of the 


2 pariſh, 


piece of water, ſomewhat of the form of a blunted equila- 
teral triangle, about 24 miles in circumference. Its ſur- 
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- pariſh. Abus the verge of chis Wand are e old aſhes and 
: planes, that have withſtood the ' ſtorms of ſome hundred 


1 years, yet ſtill continue to vegetate. Theſe trees "have lome. 


thing venerably groteſque in their appearance. The trunk 
of ſome of the planes ſeparates and unites again, (forming 
a large diſtin& aperture), as do alſo ſome of the larger 
branches. The trees, in ſome places, diverge confiderably 
from the land, leaning acroſs the water, over which their 
aged arms embrace, and the roots of the planes are incor. 
porated with thoſe of the aſhes, in ſuch a manner, as if 
they were determined to ſtand and fall together. In the 
fultry heats of ſummer, theſe trees throw a cool refreſhing 
umbrage over the iſland, intercepting the rays of the fun, 
which otherwiſe, being ſtrongly reflected from the water, 
would prove hurtful to the tender eye. The iſland itfelfis 
a plain carpet of green, interſperſed with a few flowering 
ſhrubs, where the fairies, in the times of e were 
wont to hold their moonlight allemblies. 
In the loch of Clunie there is plenty of pike, pech, trout, 
and eel. The eels are ſometimes caught here of a conſ- 
_ derable ſize, but they are generally a troubleſome capture, 
as they are apt to knot and warp the line in an inextr!- 
cable manner. In bright ſunny days, when they come out 
near the ſhore, and are diſtinctly ſeen at the bottom of the 
ſhallow water, they are ſometimes ſtruck with the eel- 
ſpear, which affords an agreeable amuſement. The trouts 
here grow from 4 lb. to 121b. weight, but arc ſeldom taken 
except on the ſet line, or in the net. Vaſt numbers of the 
young fry, both of the trout and perch, are devoured by the 
pike. The perches here are numerous, but generally {ma! 
and they are caught in the uſual manner with the rod. 
Their beſt bait is the common red worm, or a ſmall min- 
now, and they take very well here in June, July and Aur 
_ guſt. The pike-fiſhing begins about the end of Match, 


and 
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and though the pikes are ſuppoſed to be in beſt ſeaſon in 


March, April and May, during which time they bite moſt 
greedily, yet they are in very good ſeaſon in autumn, and 
even in winter, provided they could be then taken with equal 
eaſe, Their beſt ſpring bait is a ſkinned frog, or rather a 
freſh burn trout about 6 or 7 inches long; and their com- 
mon ſummer bait is a cutting of a ſkinned eel, or a ſkinned 
perch. Pikes have been killed in the loch of Clunie from 
12 lb. to 24 1b. or even zolb. weight, but the ordinary ſize 
is from 21b. to 61b. They are commonly taken either 
with the ſet line, or by trowling, that is, with the rod and 
wheel, dragging a conſiderable length of line with a large 
artificial fly or baited hook at the farther end of it; and 
in order to troul with ſucceſs, it is neceſſary that the ſur- 
face of the water ſhould be curled by a gentle breeze, and 


that the boat ſhould be kept all the while in a pretty britk 
motion, rather in oppoſition to the wind than otherwiſe *, 
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* Here are no rivers, but ſome confiderable burns or brooks, the 


_ Lornty, the Droothy, the Buckny, and the Lunan. The + orvty flows 


from the Loch of Ben-achally, runs about 6 miles E. S. E. through the hil- 
ly parts of the pariſhes of Clunie, Kinloch, and Blairgowrie, and, having 
turned five mills in its courſe, falls into the river Eright, a little above 
the Caith, a curious fall of the river, a little above the village of Blair- 
gowrie. The burn of Droothy riſes from the moſs of Ben-achally, ſepa- 
rates the barony of Laighwood from the foreſt of Clunie, aud the barony 
of Forneth, and, after a rapid courſe of about 3 miles to the 5. E empties 
itſelf into the Lunan The Buckny takes its rife from Loch-na-chat, and 
falling to the S. C. between the mountains of Ben-achally and Deuchara, 
forms the Doo. loch; thence, increaſed by the ſprings of the Doo loch. it 
thunders down a deep, narrow, rocky den, covered with wild wood, (catl- 
ed the Den of Richip), and, ſeparating the pariſhes of Caputh and Clu- 


nie, it enters the latter in the park of Laighwood, where it unites with 
the Lunan. The Lunan itſelf is by far the moſt conſiderable ſtream in 
the pariſh, Collected from different ſources in the Grampians, a little to 
the north of Dunkeld, it proceeds eaſtward, and forms the lochs of Craig- 
glaſh, of Lows, of Butterſtone, of Clunie, and of Drumelly, From this 

- Lit, 


har to the inland parts of the northern kingdom; a cat. 
logue of which is unneceſſary. Birds of prey are frequent, 
ſuch as the ſparrow-hawk, the grey-hawk or hen-harriet, 
the kite, and the large buzzard: The eagle has been ſeen, 
though ſeldom, in the neighbourhood of Ben achally. The 


blackbird, the ſtarling, and the thruſh, &c. The hollow 
| moaning ot the ſtock-dove gives a ſolemnity to the concert 
of the groves. The notes of the wood-lark are heard, de. 
lightful, along the banks of the Lunan in ſpring and autumn; 


and has often been miſtaken for the ſong of Philomel. Of | 
the migratory birds, we have, in their proper ſeaſons, the 
i caprimulgus or goatſucker, the land- rail, the golden creſted 


2 N Statiſtical Account 


"Bib and Beaſts, We have here moſt of the birds peel 


ſinging birds are numerous; the linnet, the bullfinch, the 


its nocturnal ſong has a dying cadence peculiarly melodions, 


wren, 


laſt, it t directs its courſe to the L. E. 4 paſſi ing by the Roman encamp- 
ment near Meiklour, it increaſes the river Ila, about half a mile N. E of 
the Prætorium, and nearly 2 miles N. E. of the junction of the Ila and 
the Tay. The courſe of the Lunan is about 12 miles long, and fomewhat 
reſembling a bended bow; and, in this courſe, it forms the five beautiful 
ſheets of water above mentioned, paſſes under five ſtone bridges. turns one 
cloth-mill. 3 flax-mills, and 10 corn-mills ; and divides the Stormont in- 
to two parts, nearly equal. The trouts of the Lunan are excellent, and, 
both in point of ſize, form, and flavour. much ſaperior to thoſe of the 


bill-brooks deſcribed above. This is pwing to its waters being deeper, 


warmer, and better ſheltered ; and to its paſſing over rich, clayey, and 
marly bottoms, It is difficult to angle upon the Lunan in many places, 


particularly above the loch of Clunie, on account of the natural wood 


overhanging the ſtream. At ſome of the falls of the [,finan, are placed 
arks or perforated cheſts, for the purpoſe of catching the eels. Theſe fill 
run down from loch to loch, in vaſt numbers, eſpecially with the weſter- 
ly wind, in the dark nights of October, and are taken by hundreds in 
theſe arks. The eels are beſt in that ſeaſon of the year, and their tkins 
are then valuable to the farmer for making whangs or bindings to his 
Nails. Some of the common people here, on fpraining an ankle or 


wriſt, apply to the wound the ſkin of an eel to which they aſcribe 3 ft. 


culiar virtue. In this pariſh, there is no fiſh caught for ſale. 


che 
jo1 
ta 
an 


de 


wren, the lapwing, the ſwallow and martin, the ſtone-chat- 
ter, the cuckoo and tit-lark, the fieldfare and ſnow-flight, and 


ſometimes, as in November 1791, the Bohemian chatterer 
and butcher-bird. The fandy-lark haunts our lochs in ſum- 


mer, and great number of ſea mews, pitarnies and gulls, 
come up in the ſpring. The aquatic fowls of the country 
abound here; we have the wild-duck, the widgeon, the 
ſmaller and larger teal, and the water rail. The wild- 


geeſe reſt here, though rarely, on their paſſage z and like- 


wiſe the wild ſwans, (perhaps 12 or 18 of them together), 
in their way to or from Loch Spynie near Elyin, their great 
place of rendezvous; a few of them generally remain on 


the Stormont lochs all the ſummer. The cormorant, here 
called the ſcart, frequents the iſland in the loch of Clunie, 


and ſometimes the oſprey, but neither has been known to 


build there. The herons uſed to hatch in numbers on the 


trees of the iſland, bur not ſince the late reparation of the 
caſtle, Of the ſucker-birds, the ſnipe neitles here, the 
woodcock comes in October, and departs in February or 


March; and the curlew viſits us in ſpring and autumn. 


We have plenty of the grey plover, and common grouſe in 
bur moors, and the black-cock begins to make his appear- 
ance among our plantations. The partridge neſtles in al- 
mok every clover field, where, ſometimes the poor dam, 
while the fits on 18 or perhaps 24 eggs, has her head cut 
ol by the ſcythe; a diſaſter the more to be regretted, as it 
cannot be prevented unleſs her neſt be diſcovered and mark- 
ed before the hay-cutting begins. The pheaſant was com- 
mon here ſome years ago, being introduced at Dunkeld by 


ine Athole family. It became ſo tame, as frequently to 


join the domeſtic fowls in the barn- yard, and often there its 
tameneſs proved fatal to it. It was alfo a good mark, and 


an eaſy prey to the poacher, and in ſpring its eggs being 


depoſited rather careleſsly, were, before hatching, eaten 
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up by the grey-hawk or the ſquirrel, ſo that its whole race 
ſeems now to be exterminated from this pariſh and neigh. 
bourhood. The wild quadrupeds here are alſo numeroy, 
We have the urchin or hedge-hog, the weazel, the pole. eat, 
the wild-cat, the badger, the fox, the rabbit, the hare, the 
| otter, &c. The common brown ſquirrel begins to breed 
in the woods; it was alſo introduced at Dunkeld by the 
late Duke of Athole, and has unfortunately done much harm 

to the finging birds. A few roes haunt the park of Laigh. 
wood ; and, in diftreſfing winters, the red deer appear in 
the foreſt of Clunie, and in the higher parts of the diſtri, 


Plantu.— Here the botaniſt will find but few of the rarer 
indigenous plants: If, however, pleaſure or curioſity ſhould 
lead him this way in July or Auguſt, he may take a morn- 
ing fail on the loch of Clunie; while he fteers his barge 
| flowly by © thoſe deep beds of whiſpering reeds,” that in 
ſome places, grow ſo thick as to ſeem almoſt impervious, he 
will obſerve, among other water-plants, the lobelia-dort- 
manna, for which the Stormont lochs are remarkable. 
He will alſo find the bullruſh, the equiſotum fluriatile (wa- 
ter horſe tail), the ſurpus, (ruſh-graſs), and a variety of the 


potamogiton, (pond- weed): But his eye will be charmed by | 


the lnxuriant appearance of the nymphza lutea and alba, 
(white and yellow water lilly), blended together over the ſur- 
face of the water, and arrayed in a ſplendor ſuperior to © So- 
lomon's in all his glory *.” Having paſſed the calm ſunny 
morning among theſe his aquatic companions, the admirer 
of vegetable nature may betake himſelf to the adjoining 
manſe, and there breakfaſt with an humble country clergy- 
man on tea, bread and butter, and water-crefſes. After 
a this, 


* Mr Aer Bruce, of the Natural Hiſtory eren firſt obſerved here 


the Iſoctis Laceſtris, in ſummer 1792, 
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this, he and the 8 may walk forth FRO "Ye alon g the 
meadow of Clunie, till they come to the bank of the Lu- 
nan. Here, turning their faces weſtward, let them enter 


« the windings of the woody vale; let them trace up the 


borders of the Lyman; let them examine the park of Laigh- 
wood, and aſcend the den of Richip*, and thus ſaunter a- 
way the heat of noon © among the lowly children of the 
ſhade.” Leaving the woody den, let them hie to the hea- 


thy hill; let them climb the brow of Ben- achally, where 


they will find plenty of the arbutus uva urſi, (bear berry), 


and there alſo they may taſte the delicious juice of the vac - 
cinium, vitis idza, (the whortle berry, or Highland breigh- | 
lac). From Ben-achally, let them direct their wandering * 

ſteps N. W. to Craigſheal, and dine on ſimple, hoſpitable 


fare in the moſt diſtant and moſt Celtic habitation of the 
pariſh. Thence let them bend their courſe to Lochnachat, 


(the averan or Highland oidh'rac); and, if its fruit be ripe, 
they will find it very refreſhing. Wheeling about to the 


where, if fatigued and thirſty, they may pauſe a moment, 
grum, (crow-berry), that grows there in abundance. Pro- 


have the happineſs of finding a ſpecimen of the white- 


to the Craig of Forneth, provided they have not left the 


* In this den they will find the Conv allaria Verticiltata, 2 rare and 
beautiful plant, 


and from that northwards along the ſummits of the hills, 
picking up here and there a plant of the rubus chamæmorus, 


night, at the north weſtern extremity of the diſtri, let 
them deſcend through the foreſt along the Brannatire ; 
and regale themſelves with the fruit of the empetrum- ni- 
deeding S. E. along the hill, if they mark well, they may 


lowering heath, which they may clap into their botanical 
box, if by this time it can hold it, When they get down 


un and light of day behind them, they may there gather 
e Des and. 
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and eat a few juniper-berries by way of a ſtomachic; and 
when they arrive at the parſonage of Clunie in the duſk, 
they will feel an appetite for ſupper, after which 
they may expect to enjoy very comfortable and refreſhing 
ſtumbers. In this day's excurſion, the pupil of Linnzus will 
have that general view of our Flora, which the time and 
| ſpace preſcribed to this memoir will not allow i its author 
to particularize. 
I be eriophorum vaginatum 406 eriophorum polyſtachiun, 
| (cotton-graſs), whitens our moſſes. The ſheep are ſaid to 
be very fond of it in the ſpring before it flowers, when it 
is believed to be very good for them: This is the “ down 
of Cana,” of Oſſian, and forms a beautiful ſimily in his 
juſtly-celebrated poems. It carries a large filamentous 
flower, whiter and ſofter than cotton, and its filament makes 
an admirable object for mier oſcopical obſervation. The 
menyanthes trifcliata, (marſh-trifoil), abounds on the ſkirts 
of our lochs and mires; early in the ſpring, it throws up a 
beautiful flower with five fringed petals: This plant is uſed 
in decoction and infuſion, and is reckoned a good antiſcor- 
The athamanta meum, (ſpignel), here called moi 


of Laighwood, and in the foreſt of Clunie. The High- 
landers chew the root of it like liquorice or tobacco. It is 
|beft in winter and ſpring, before its radical leaves appear. 
It flowers in June and July, and grows in great plenty in 
ſome of the glens to the northward of this, particularly in 
Glenſhee, Glenbeg, and Glencluny, by the fides of the 
Mar-road. The root of this plant, when dried and maſt 
cated, throws out ſtrong efluvia, which are thought a 
powerful antidote againſt contagious air, and it is recom- 
mended by ſome in goutiſh and gravelliſh complaints. The 
vaccinium myrtillus, (blae-berry), of which excellent jam 
may be made, and the fragaria, (wild ſtraw-berry), gr0v 
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in ſeveral places here in great n as alſo the trien- 
a ali Europa, a and the pol bf Lana . & . 


h Shrubs and T hs — The 3 juniperus communis was men- 
8 coned under the article of plants, a good deal of it grows 
I here, and to the weſtward, on the baſe of the hills. Some 
il Wi times the poor people gather the fruit of it in conſiderable 
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or quantities, and carry it to Dundee, where they ſell it at 2 
about 1 5. the peck. When it is ripe, they ſpread a cloth P 

n, under the branch, and beat down the berries with a ſtick. 15 


1 


to A little of this fruit taken in the morning before break faſt, 
1 is ſaid to be as good as a dram; probably it is much better, 


. 
2 
7 


* 


n <> 
Gs ee . * « 
e F e 1 TL e * 
WOT n — 7 — 777 N N * 
Ne Mi 4%) 26.42 HIT 3 — 1s 
2 LT 8 Kt 3 2 „ 25 . e * 
; 6 boy 4 * 2 fa N M 2 


* * a 1 17 as E 7 
* N * f = e td oo - * 
P 5 — * A > . b . 


9 being an excellent ſtomachic. The ſmoke of the juniper Y 
his is thought to be deſtructive to moths and bugs, none of the i 
us latter of which are ever found in this part of the country. l 5 
Kes dome of the common people here make an infuſion of the "8 
he juniper-berry, which they uſe for tea; perhaps it might be, "4 
ts 


in many caſes, a good ſubſtitute for Bohea, and fully as 
? © Wl conducive both to health and to ſtrength. Being in every 
form a powerful diuretic, it is highly proper to be uſed in 


ot. every caſe where there are any indications of a calcareous 
n0l· diatheſis. The broom abounds here: It blooms in June; 
on and at that time, the butter, made from the milk of the 
igh- cows that feed upon its bloſſoms, partakes in a high de- 
t is gree of their beautiful tincture. The furze is alſo frequent, 
ear. of which horſes are exceedingly fond in winter ; and while 
y in they feed on it, it is obſerved, that they never catch 
y in 


cold. On the banks of the Lunan, there is a ſhrub, here 
called the hack berry, (prunus padus) that carries beauti- 
ful lowers, which are ſucceeded by a cluſter of fine black- 
berries ; they are ſweet and luſcious to the taſte, but their 
particular qualities are not known. In the pariſh of Laigh- 


2 wood we meet with plenty of the black ſloe, which ripens 
PU I bere in October and November: The common people eat 
row | | en 
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mm plentifully, (ſwallowing the tone along with the pulp, 
eſteeming it a good pectoral, and uſeful in pulmonary and 


aſthmaric camplaints. The park of Laighwood Produces 


alſo the viburnum opulus, or water elder, the hawthorn, 


the hipthorn, the wild raſp, and the bramble in varieties 


7 ſome places the ſweet-brier is found. The park dt 


Laighwood was famous for hazel- nuts, ſuperior in taſte 


though not in ſize, to the Spaniſh nuts. There alſo we find 


the foreſt crab in varieties; in ſome places it bears pretty 


large and beautiful apples, nearly of the ſize of oſſins 
| Some of theſe plants appear to have ſprung from the ſeed 


of grafted apples, ſtolen from the garden or orchard by the 


wild birds. We have likewiſe the myrica *, (gale), and 


varieties of the ſalix or willow-tribe.—The larger indige 
nous trees of the diſtrict are the alder, along the wet 
grounds ; the bark of it is uſeful in dying purple ; and 


were this wood thinned in proper time, and permit 
ted to grow to a proper ſize, it would make beautiful 


and durable flooring for rooms, being previouſly ſawed out 
to a due thickneſs, laid under moſs-water for about fir 


weeks, and then dried in the ſhade. We have alſo tle 
Holly, ſo valuable in veneering ; of the bark of which tie 
beſt bird-lime is made: In the park of Laighwood it riſes 


in large copſes, owing to its branches ſpreading along the 


wet ground, and ſtriking root at the joints. Theſe copſe 


form agreeable objects in the winter ſnow, and are very cate 
fully preſerved by the noble proprietor, the Duke d 


Athole. The birch is a native here, and alſo the narrow 


leaved ſervice, the ah, the plane, and the oak, of which {al 


the bark is ſo uſeful in the tanning of leather. The oak 


wood of this country ;s cut down once every 20 or 24 


years by the wood cutting companies, who purchaſe i 
with 


* Uſed in decoction by the Highlanders, as an antidote againſt woll. 


om. 


of Clunie. : >" 


with certain reſervations, from the proprietors, and ſend 


the bark to a great diſtance, to Dundee, Forfar, Brechin, 
Kc. where the tanners receive it generally at the rate of 
10d. or Is. the ſtone weight. The wood-cutters do not 


draw ſuch profits from this buſineſs now, as they did for- 


merly, owing partly to the proprietors of the oak beco- 


ming of late more ſenfible of its value, partly to different 


companies ſetting up in oppoſition to one another, and | 
partly to ſome of the members of the ſame company not 


paying due attention to their particular departments; by 
which means the company at large ſometimes ſuſtains very 
material loſſes. It is therefore probable, that this trade 
will ſoon fall into the hands of the proprietors themſelves ; 


and that the wood cutters, who have generally farms, 
from which this buſineſs draws off their attention in the 


ſummer months, will find their account in abandoning it, 


and in betaking themſelves to the leſs precarious occupa- 


tion of nenn and i improving their Poſſeſſions ®, *. 
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. natural wood of this pariſh is much decayed. In many banks, 
and angles of fields, it has very properly given way to the plonugh. The 
cattle are generally permitted to browſe the infant ſhoots, and thereby to 
retard their growth. The tinted tems having, after a ſtraggle ot ſeve- 
ral years, got above the reach of the cattle, are ſuffered to 1ife in too 
great numbers on one ſtock ; which greatly hurts the quality, as well as 
diminiſhes the quantity of the bark. The wood being ſo frequently cut, 
and the ſtocks laid bare, the riſe of the natural juices is thereby leſſened 
or prevented. Beſides, it may be ſuppoſed that, independent of the na- 


tural duration of the particular ſpecies of wood, according to the nature 
of the ſoil that bears it, the ground that produces trees, like the ground 
that ſucceflively produces any other exhauſting crop, muſt, in a certain 


number of years, become waſted and fatigued, and conſequently mult re- 
quire a certain period of repoſe, before it be able to produce ſuch crops 


again. To ſome ſuch cauſes as theſe, it muſt be owing, that this country | 


does not produce one half of the natural wood now, that it appears to 
dave produced ſome hundred yours ago. 
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Seats, PR and Plantations —Of the "ry tie are 
three that merit deſcription. Forneth, the ſeat of Thomaz 


Elder, Eſq; to whole beneficence and public ſpirit hi 
friends and his country are much indebted, ſtands on the 
N. W. bank of the loch of Clunie, on a fine elevation, 


commanding a ſmall, but beautiful proſpect of the iſland, 
the loch, and the adjacent grounds. The Lunan, waſhing 


in gentle meanders, the foot of the bank, ſteals ſoftly into 
the loch, a little below the houſe. The bank itſelf, co. 
vered with verdure, and interſperſed with trees, has an 
_ eaſy and elegant ſlope from the houſe to the ſurface of the 


water, which, expanding itſelf into a large tranſlucent 


plain, gives the inverted landſcape a mild and pictureſque 
appearance. A beautiful new garden, promifing abun- 
dance of good fruit, lies warm and low at the foot of the 
bank, about 200 yards S. W. from the houſe. This gat. 
den is deſtined to receive within its boſom a ſmall ſtreamlet 
from the Lunan; which, after winding flowly along, and 


forming ponds in its courſe, is to have its outlet near the 


'S. E. angle of the garden, where it will again unite with 
its parent ſtream. The houſe is new, elegant and commo- 


dious, ſheltered with trees, and well dreſſed fields, that 


ſwell above one another to a confiderable height. Theſe 


fields have been all taken in from a rude ſtate of nature, by 
the preſent proprietor, and his father, who was the fit 


man that began to clear rough grounds in the higher parts 
of this pariſh, Here, about 50 years ago, little elſe ws 


to be ſeen but broom, furze, briers, thorns and ftones— 
Clunie caſtle, on the iſland of the loch of Clunie, was men. 
tioned above, as being an occaſional ſummer retidence 0 
the Earl of Airly. It was built about che beginning of 


the 16th century, by George Brown, Biſhop of Dunkel6 


and was one of his favourite ſeats or palaces. It ſeldom 
fails to attract the attention of tho ſtranger, who general? 
| | —_ ſtops 

3 | 
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are tops here to ſee it. The moſt e circumſtances 
nas about it are, its inſular ſituation, the thickneſs of its wall, 
his (about 9 feet at the ſurface of the ground), and its being 
the reckoned the birth place of the * admirable Crichton. 
on, From the windows of the dining room, the ſpectator has a 
nd, pleaſant view of the loch, with the houſe and grounds of 
ng, Forneth, which are here ſeen to great advantage; and a 
nto wild romantic glen, ſtretching N. W. towards the High- 
co. lands, and terminating in a bold range of the Grampian 
an mountains. Lord Airly ſometimes reſides here a few 
the weeks during the fiſhing ſeaſon, and has a net here, which 
ent is never uſed but when the family are on the iſland. The 
que neighbouring gentlemen are permitted the privilege of rod- 
un- fiſhing and pleaſure boats. On the weſtern ſhore of the loch, 
the his Lordſhip has a good kitchen- garden and nurſery, together 
gar. with an orchard, lately incloſed, and planted with a variety 
nlet of fruit-trees, all in a proſperous condition.—On the other 
and fide of the hill, and about a mile and a half S. S. E. of 
the Clunie caſtle, on a ſouthern declivity, and well ſheltered 
vith from every cold and ſtormy blaſt, is Gourdie, the ſeat of 
mo- David Kinloch, Eſq; It is a large, convenient and ſubſtantial 
that hauſe, beautifully ſituated; the proſpect it enjoys is de- 
gel lzhtful. Immediately under your eye you ſee the level, 
by rich, and well cultivated eſtate of Delvin, with the magni- 
fit icent houſe of that name, riſing on a woody bank about 
arts 


14 mile to the S. From the foot of the bank of Delvin, 
you behold the river Tay winding eaſtward in ſtately me- 
anders towards Meiklour, and there receiving the Ila at 


nen. the old caſtle of Kinclaven. In the middle ſcene you have 

e of a diſtinct view of the broadeſt part of Strathmore, from 
4 Birnam on your right-hand to Dunfinnan on your left; 
e | . | 


* This will be more particululy taken notice of under the article of 
Eminent men. 
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and in the back ground you perceive the green ſummits of 
the Ochills, ſtretching weſtward from the neighbourhood 
of Perth, to where they decline at the ſcene of the battle 
of Sheriffmuir near Dunblane. Mr Kinloch, too, has done 
much in the way of improvement; his grounds are well 


lent mutton ; his garden, at the foot of the lawn, is one 
of the warmeſt and earlieſt in the county; and the amphi. 
theatre of wood, that embraces the houſe and the lawn, is 

highly diverſified, and produces a very agreeable effet. 


and embelliſhment of this pariſh. Many of its eminencies, 
fit for nothing elſe, are already planted with trees adapted 
to the ſoil; and theſe plantations, projected from the 
Grampians on the border of. the Great Strath, will, in 2 
few years hence, become grand and conſpicuous objects. 
For the plantation on the top of the hill of Gourdy, we ate 

| Indebted to the late Mr Mackenzie of Delvin, who was, 
without exception, the firſt improver of this country. Lord 
Airly has lately extended a broad belt of black firs, mixed 


_ with the birch and the larix, along the whole ſummit of 
the Craig of Clunie. 


hill; and this plantation, though one of the moſt elevated 


able relief to the eye even at that diſtance. Mr Elder 
| intends to continue it along the whole extent of the hill 


ras ot: 
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laid out; his lawn has a rich appearance, and feeds excel. 


Theſe gentlemen have contributed much to the melioration 


Not many years ago, Mr Elder of 
Forneth incloſed and planted nearly 100 acres ot the fore- 


in the county, is thriving very well. From the vicinity 
of Perth, 16 miles to the ſouthward, it appears a large, 
dark-green ſquare, affording, in the winter ſnow, an agree. 


weſtward, till it join the Duke of Athole's march, at the 
barony of Laighwood. This large wood, lined longitudi 
nally along its ſummit with larixes, and croſſed here and 
there with ſtrips of the ſame, ſo as to ſhelter the com. 

mon 
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mon firs, &c. from the inclemencies of the N. and E. 
would exhibit, in a very ſhort time, one of the moſt ſtri- 
king objects · on the whoſe bafis of the Grampian mountains. 
Such improvements as theſe, for which this pariſh (and 
many other ſuch places in Scotland) affords abundance of 
doom, are at once a proof of the good taſte and liberal ſpi- 


ri of the landholders. While they beautify the country, 


and add warmth to the climate, they promiſe to contribute 
greatly to the comfort and conveniency of the inhabitants, 


by the fuel they will furniſh when the peat moſſes are ex- 


hauſted, as well as by the wood they will ſupply for build- 
ing and repairing their houſes. At the fame time, that 
many of our bleak and barren moors might eafily be co- 


rered with pines, &c. attention might be paid to many 
little ſteep banks on the lower grounds by the fide of 


brooks and rivulets, where neither the plough nor the 


| cattle can reach, but where the ſoil is rich, and warm, and 


deep: Theſe ſpots might be all planted with the beech, 


the elm, the plane, the aſh, &c. which are ſo uſeful and ne- 


eefary to the country in general, and to the huſbandman 
in particular, | 


State of Huſbandry.—lt is only of late years that the 


knowledge of agriculture, and the ſpirit of improvement, 


began to diſplay themſelves in this pariſh. The people 


in general having no proſpect of emclument to rouſe their 
attention, and no example of induſtry ſet them by their ſu- 


periors, ſquandered away their time, either in doing no- 
hing at all, or in doing nothing to the purpoſe. Their 
grounds ſcratched over once a- year, without receiving half 
the neceſſary manure, and perpetually croſſed with oats 
and barley alternately, were reduced to a caput mortuum. 
The lands were no where ſubdivided nor incloſed. The 


fumer, if he may be called ſo, had his crooked ridges eve- 
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ry where warped through the crooked ridges of his neigh. 
bour; and the country being open in winter as well a; in 
ſummer, all things were common, and men and beaits were 


at hberty to prey upon one another. Happily for the 


place, the pleaſure, and the advantage of the people, the 


ſcene has now aſſumed another and a berter appearance 


Commonties and runrigs are done away; the farms begin 


to be reduced to ſome form, and the marches to be {treight. 
ed. Each man begins to know his own, and to have it in 


his power to improve it, Wet grounds are drained ; rough 
grounds are cleared; ftone-fences are built, and hedges are 
_ planted. Marl is brought from the neighbouring pariſhes of 
EKinloch and Caputh; lime from the ſhore of Perth; rich 
clays are applied to ſand, and a good permanent ſoil form. 
ed, where there was no ſoil before; green crops begin to 


be raifed, and a regular rotation of crops begins in ſome 
places to be underſtood. Many new implements of hul. 
bandry, common 1n the low country, are now introduced 
here; many old prejudices, that had long retarded the pro- 
greſs of improvement, are laid aſide; and here, as in other 
places, the farmer begins to find his account, in following 


the good example of thoſe who are wiſer and more expe- 


rienced than himſelf. —In the courſe of the laſt 40 years, 


8 (during which time ther e has been a conſiderable revolu- 
tion of the property), the rents are in moſt places doubled, 


and in ſome places tripled, and, which was not the caſe be- 


fore, regularly paid on a certain day. The farmers are more 
independent of their landlords on that account; and though 


in every reſpe& the expenſe of living has more than kept 
pace with the riſe of the rents, it is a fact, that both them- 
{elves and their families are better lodged, better dreſſed, 
aad better fed than ever. Theſe remarks are applicable to 
the tenants in general, and they are particularly applicable 
to a few, leading, active, and ſenſible men, who are happi- 


ly diftributed in different departments of the diſtrict, and 
| who 
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who have both the inclination and the power to ſet an ex. 
ample of judicious induſtry to their more indolent and leſs _ 
intelligent neighbours. Such men as theſe are of great conſe- 


quence, eſpecially in a corner of the country, where the farm- 


ing, notwithſtanding what has been ſaid in its behalf, is 
fill to be conſidered as only in a ſtate of infancy. They 


have a claim to protection and encouragement from their 
landlords in particular, with whom they co-operate in eve- 


ry liberal plan of improvement, and they acquire a title to 


the gratitude of the community at large, by making corn 


and graſs grow, where neither graſs nor corn ever grew be- 


fore, The valued rent of the pariſh is about L. 4000 Scots 
money. The real rent is not ſo eafily aſcertained, as a 
zood deal of it is paid in victual, &c. Computing the 


vidual, however, at about 15s. the boll, which is nearly 


the medium price here for the laſt 7 years, the whole rent 
of the pariſh amounts to upwards of L. 2000 Sterling. 
We obſerved, that in the year 1791, the arable part of the 


diſtrict comprehended 2555 acres, whack were then cropped 


3 follows: 
Acres. 
In oats and er each nearly i in an equal 

quantity, - = - 1554 

In peaſe, potatoes, and turnip, 5 205 

e — NN na 44 
In artificial graſſes, . 35 6 

In inland paſture, VVV . 
2555 


The farms in general are ſmall : None of them rent a- 
dove 100 Sterling, and the greater part of them are under 
L. 50, Each plough, at an average, turns annually about 
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27 acres z and the rent of the infield acre varies according 
to the quality of the ſoil, &c. from 10s. to 20s. The Pa 
Triſh, beſides ſupplying * itſelf, exports a quantity of victul 
to Dunkeld and the Highlands. The ſtaple grain is oat 
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and barley, (about a boll of ſeed to the acre), each d 


which yields, at a medium, 4—5 returns. More greg 


crops would be raiſed were there more incloſures, d 


Which laſt, the great advantage is every day felt and a. 


knowledged. The turnips are but lately introduced her 
and none of them are ſown in the broad-caſt. The farm. 
ers are not yet ſufficiently apprized of the great propriety 
thinning them out in due ſeaſon to proper diſtances in the 


: drills, by which neglect they are prevented from ſwelling 


to their proper fize. Potatoes are becoming a favourit 
crop, and they afford food to the people during a great pan 


of the winter. In a few places yams + begin to be raiſed, 
of which both the horſes and cows are remarkably fond. 
The cows, when fed with yams, give better milk than 
when they are fed on clover or turnips, and the yam-milk 


has no foreign taſte. Summer-fallowing is little practise 
and, by conſequence, the ground is in many places foul. The 
couch-graſs extracts the ſubſtance from the manure, and chokes 
the crop. Were more of the grounds incloſed, that rotation 


of crops, which now begins to be known and approvel 
of, would become more general; and till this be the cal 
farming cannot be carried to any high degree of perfection 
The following rotation, which is well known in England 
and in many parts of the lowlands, has been lately trie 
here, on a ſmall ſcale, with very confiderable ſucceſs. The 


farm, 


* Here we do not include the confumpt of four ſmall ill of 30 gb 
lans each. | 


+ The Surinam potato is here called by that name. 


farm 
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ding farm is ; incloſed and i into 4 parts, nearly equal; | 
© Ph ind the hiſtory of 1-4th explains the hiſtory ot the whole. 


; oats il clean, peaſe, potatoes, and turnip. Second year, all the 
ch of Ml dung of the farm, with barley and graſs-ſeeds, Third 
green year, graſs. Fourth year, oats. Then recommence. By 
s, of WM adhering to this plan, the oats have already yielded the 


12th, and the barley the 16th return; and as no two white 
crops immediately ſucceed one another, the ground can ne- 


the driver going back wards between the 2 middle horſes. 


plough, with the caſt-iron mould board, is becoming fa- 


t part BW tionable, drawn by 2 horſes without a driver. About 30 
aiſec, i years ago, it was not uncommon here to fee 8 or 10 oxen, 
fond. and 2 horſes, all yoked to one plough; but there is at pre- 


ſent no cattle-plough in the parith. The horſes are of a 
middle ſize; and the fingle horſe carts are found by expe- 


„ The 
hokes 
tation 
rovel 
caſe, 
2100, 
7 tried 
The 
farm, 


cloſures, are the {mall black Scots cattle, weighing from 16 
to 24 ſtone. A good many of theſe are fold every year 
from the pariſh ; but neither the cattle nor ſheep trade are 


The number of the cattle amounts nearly to 1200; but 
lome of the ſmaller farms appear to be rather overſtocked. 
There are in all about 337 horſes ; and attention begins to 


horles and cattle. The number of ploughs is 79, of which 


the greater part are the old Scotch ploughs, and the num- 
VoL. IX. I ber 


30 gil 


Firſt year, ſummer fallow, if the ground be foul; or, if 


rer be exhauſted.— In the higher parts of the pariſh, the 
old Scots plough is {till uſed, with 4 horſes a-breaſt, and 


In the lower and ſmoother grounds, the. low-country 


rence to be preferable to the double ones. The cattle, ex- 


cepting a few of a larger ſize that are fed in gentlemens in- 


cerried on to any extent. There are in the pariſh about 
1018 ſheep, and of theſe a few are of the Cheviot breed. 


be paid to the improving of the breed of both the ſheep, 
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ber of the carts is 243, chiefly I horſe carts the wheel 
from 48 to 52 inches diameter“ *. 


N e g to the return made to Dr Web. 
ſter, the number of ſouls was then 905. From the late ex. 
tenſion of agriculture, and from the number of new houſe, 
which are more than an overbalance to the number of old 
ones thrown down, the inhabitants have been for ſome time 
paſt increaſing. The following enumeration was made 
with exactneſs, and holds good for November 1791. 


Total inhabitants, 1037 Average births for the 

_ Males, - - 503 laſt ) years, of 

Females, - 534 Ditto, deaths for ditto, 13 
Under 6 years, 162 Ditto, marriages for do. 10 

From 6 to 30, 502 „ 
— 30 66 297 

60 — , 52 
70 80, 18 
89 - 9, 5 
— 90 — 100, 


Families, 3 144 

Average perſons to 

each family, - 6— 
Average children to 

© ditto, 93 8 — AN 425 

| - Subtenants, 


* The wages of a maſon a- day i is 1 8. 10d, ; of a carpenter, 1 8. 6d.; 
of a day. labourer, from 10 d. to 1 8.; of a reaper, in harveſt, 1 8.; of 2 
tailor, 8d The following table exhibits a comparitive view of the ex. 
Ane of living here i in the years 174⁰ and 1791. 
| | | 1749. 1791. 
The 3 wages of a male-ſervant, L. I 10 0 L. 7 109 -L o o 
| of a female-ſervant, o 12 © 3 0  0= 3100 


Price of a farm-horſe, - - 4.0. 0 18 ©: 0 
of a fat Highland eow, - 110 o 4 10 0 

of a good ſheep, - - 02. 6 012. 6 

of a good hen, 2 8 o © 2+ O o 10 

a dozen of eggs, 5 3 
a cart or coup, - © 14 0 4 10. 0 

a plough, - - 0:46 2 2 0 


Other articles of living, and implements of huſbandry, are nearly in the 
fame proportion as ſtated in the preceding table, and moſt of them riſing 
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Subtenants, | F 5 Slater, . . 1 
p . t 
%% Miles, - - + 
Maid ſervants, - 59 Gardeners, - 4 * 
Wrights, incl. apprent. . Day-labourers, = 6 
Maſons, do. 11 Diſtillers of whiſky, IP 
Weavers, do. N 37 Exciſe- officer, gp: j 
Shoemakers, do. 9 Small inn-keepers, 'X 
Tailors, do. - 4 Small ſhop- keepers, 2. 
Smiths, do. 4 Clergy man, 1 
alete, 1 Schooltaſter, 1 
Tanner, FI _ x Refiding heritors, 5 
Dyer, - =- 1 Non, reſiding heritors, 10 


The inhabitants, excepting one born in England, are all 
natives of Scotland, and moſily of the pariſh. With regard 
to their religious perſuaſions, they are all of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, except 2 old Scotch Epiſcopalians, and 4 of the 
Church of England. There are a few Seceders, principal- 
ly women, who are natives of other pariſhes, and who en- 
deavour to train up their children, particularly their daugh- 
ters, in the principles of their own perſuaſion; theſe Sece- 
ders, old and young, may be reckoned about 20 * 


Clarater of the Bene Te generality of the pariſhion- 
ers are en to honeſt Waabry8 and | goos neighbourhood. 
They 


* Numbers of the people refide in paltry villages, containing each from 
0 to 59 inhabitants. Mr Elder has begun, in the neighbourhood of bis 
houſe, a new village, on a decent plan. A few of the houſes are finiihed, | 
ad ſome tradeſmen are already eſtabliſhed there. To each of the families 
will be allotted ſome portion of the adjoining ground, for the purpoſe of. 
niſing greens, potatoes, &c. By which means the wild bank, where the 
"illage is ſituated, may be ſoon brought into a ſtate of high cultivation; 
ad the village itſelf may, in a thort time, become a place of ſome conſe- 


Jence, At any rate, ſuch attempts to improve the country, are highly 
9 onmendable. | 


a — — — — — —äͥ— —— ——— —b—— —— — — — 
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They are obliging and ven dt, aal, contented, and 


charitable. There 1s no diſſenting meeting-houſe in the Pas 
riſh. Excepting a very few, who ſeem to be toſſed about 


with every wind of doctrine, the people are united and ſet. 


tled in their religious opinions. They ſeem to have leſs of the 


form than of the power of godlineſs, and to entertain pret. 


a ty liberal and enlightened ideas with reſpeC to both naty. 
| k and revealed religion. Seldom are any of them guilty 
of enormons outrages againſt the rules of morality. Mur. 


der and ſuicide are unknown among them. None of them, 


natives of this pariſh, has been hanged or baniſhed theſe 69 
ye: ars; ; and no perſon was ever known to periſh here for 
want of bread, Few of the young men join the army or 


the navy. The martial ſpirit of their forefathers has ſub. 


| Lided, and the target and the broad ſword have given place 
to the ploughſhare and the fickle. They are of a middle 
ſtature, and tolerably handſome figure. Whether it be 
ow ing to thoſe more laborious exertions to which they are 
accuſtomed in their younger days, or to ſome other cauſe, 


their ſize is ſaid to be comparatively diminiſhed, and their 


bodily ſtrength impaired. We have this on the authority 
of old perſons ftill alive; but ſuch perſons are apt to be 
partial to the times that are paſt; and allowing age all the 
credit and reſpect to which it is entitled, we can no more 

believe that our worthy great-grandfathers were all giants, 


than that their degenerate poſterity are all pigmies.— 
Both the men and the women have of late years improved 
greatly in dreſs and cleanlineſs. In their manners and cu- 


ſtoms, which on the whole are neither rude nor refined, 
they reſemble their neighbours, the lowlanders on the one 
| hand, and he highlanders on the other; and, like the lt. 


ter, they are generally fond of the agreeable and innocent 


diverſions of muſic and dancing. Their convivial enter- 


tainments, terminate ſometimes, though rarely, in intoxica- 
5 tion 
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tion and uproar; but, except 2 or 3 individuals, who have 
unfortunately abuſed themſelves with the ſpirit of whiſky, 
they may be regarded as a temperate and ſober people. 
They are not, as formerly, the dupes of ſuperſtitious cre- 
dulity. Many old uſeleſs rites and ceremonies are laid a- 
fide. Little attention is paid to bug⸗ bear tales: Superſtitions, 
charms, and incantations, have loſt their power. Cats, 
bares, magpies, and old women, ceaſc to aſſume any other 
appearance than what nature has given chem; and ghoſts, 
gobblins, witches, and fairies have relinquiſhed the od; 


Church, Manſs, Stipend. IA would be a credit to this 
country, if all the old crazy kirks and manſes in it were 
razed to the foundation, and new ones built in a workman- 
like manner, on a decent and convenient plan, and of the 
moſt ſubſtantial and permanent materials. This would oc- 
caſion ſome expenſe to the preſent proprietors of the coun- 
try, who in general are opulent and liberal; but what it 
would take out of their pockets, it would put into thoſe of 
their poſterity and ſucceſſors to the 13th and 14th genera- 
tion. The kirk of Clunie, though one of the beſt in the 
neighbourhood, has neither comelineſs nor proportion. It 
appears to have been built about the time of the Reforma- 
tion, has been ſince repeatedly patched, and was laſt repaired 
in 1788. The manſe, like the church, is a bungled piece of 
architecture. It was built in 1732, and was alſo repaired 
in 1788. The ſtipend, including 5o merks for communion- 
elements, confiſts of 3 chalders of victual, and L. 38, 17s. 
Sterling. The glebe, comprehending the area of the 
manſe, garden, and offices, contains about 6 acres: of 
ground, which the preſent incumbent has incloſed with 
ditch and hedge. The Duke of Atholl and the Earl of 
Airly are vice· patrons. 

School, 


1 
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_ cation of the public charity. This pariſh not only ſupport 
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"Lat Poor —The parochial ſchool- houſe was renewed 


| in 1788, upon a large and liberal plan, at an expenſe of 
nearly L. 100 Sterling, built of good ſtone and lime, cover. 


ed with blue ſlate, and finiſhed with the beſt Memel wood. 


| A fountain of good water riſes hard by, contributing much 
to the health of the ſcholars, who have alſo a piece of 
ground allotted them for air and exerciſe. About 60 in 
winter, and 30 in ſummer, are here inſtructed in the prin- 
 ciples of reading Engliſh, writing, and arithmetic, at the 


low rate of 6 d. the month at an average. Some time ago 
it was the practice of the better ſort of farmers here, to 
ſend their ſons to the ſchool a few years to learn Latin; but 
very little Latin is now taught in this part of the country; 


and ſuch as deſtine their ſons for the learned profeſſions, 
generally ſend them to towns and grammar-ſchools, The 
ſchoolmaſter's falary is L. 8 : 17 : 9 Sterling, his ſchool. 
| fees amount to about L. 7, he receives L. 1 for officiating 


as leſſion- cler K, and about L. 1 more for proclamations, &c. 


fo that his yearly income may be reckoned nearly L. 18 


Sterling.— The poor here are all ſupported in their own 


houſes, and give no trouble to the country. The number now 
on che poors liſt 15 from 8 to 10 old or infirm objects, to whom 


money is diſtributed monthly, in proportion to their exi- 


gencies. This money ariſes from the uſe of the mort- 


cloth, from the occaſional donations of ſome of the more 
wealthy and generous of the pariſhioners, from the intereſt 


of a principal of L. 70 Sterling, but chiefly from the Sun- 


day's collections at the church door, which amount to a- 
bout L. 5 each at an average. The management of the 


poors money is in the hands of the kirk ſeſſion. Each 


elder has the inſpection of the poor in his own department, 


and, being intimately acquainted with their fituation and 


circumſtances, cannot be ſuppoſed liable to any miſappli- 


its 
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*5 own poor in a decent manner, but alſo diſpenſes much 
to indigent people from the Highlands; and eſpecially to 
à number of importunate vagrants from Perth, Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Glaſgow, &c. who crowd hither at all ſeaſons 


when the weather permits them to travel. There is rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, that many of thoſe laſt mentioned are not 
real objects of charity, but idle, profligate impoſtors, that 


ought to be confined within the walls of a bridewell. This 
grievance calls for redreſs, as no perſon ſhould beg, or be 
permitted to beg, while Providence bleſſes him with the 


uſe of his reaſon and of his limbs. 


Mineral Springs, Minerals and Foſſils.— There is one mi- 


neral ipring near the Milton of Clunie, the waters of which 


are ſometimes uſed by the people of the neighbourhood as an 
antiſcorbutic. There is another, of ſtronger powers, on the 


foreſt, on the ſouth bank of the burn of Lornty, a little to 


the eaſtward of Bogmill. Its taite reſembles that of the 


well at the South Inch of Perth, and its qualities are ſome- 
what ſimilar to thoſe of the waters of Pitcaithly ; but as nei- 
ther of theſe ſprings has yet undergone any chymicai ana- 
lyſis, their peculiar medicinal virtues are not fully aſcer- 
tained. 1 . Di 
The internal mineral ſtrata have not been much inveſti- 
gated. On the ſurface of the ground there are maſſes of 
the quartz, the whinſtone, the moor: ſtone or grey granite, 
the red filex witlt which the Caledonians pointed their 
arrows, and the terra ponderoſa. In the grounds of Gour- 


die, there is a ſpecies of hard red grit, quarried in different 


places for the uſe of the proprietors. The houſes of Gourdie 
and Delvin are built of it. It is of a very durable quality, 


being proof againſt the acid of the air, and the influence of 


ire. There is good limeſtone on the hill of Gourdie ; 


int being of x very hard nature, it is difficult to be burned. 
| In 
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In one place, on the north fide of the hill, it appears to habe 
been dug out formerly, in conſiderable quantities, whel 
there was plenty of wood in the neighbourhood ; but x 
Preſent, in conſequence of the want of proper fuel, parti. 
cularly coal, it cannot be turned to any material account, 
A large vein of fine blue {late extends from S. W. to N. E. 
along the foot of the Grampians, interſectin g the pariſhes 
of Aughtergavin, Little Dunkeld, Caputh, and Clunie, in 
which laſt pariſh it ſeems to terminate. It is wrought here 
to ſome account, and ſold at 18s. to 208. the thouſand. The 
Clunie flate does not ſplit ſo ſmoothly as that of Eſdale 
and Laroch, but is thought little inferior in point of colour 
and durability. In ſome places on the bank of the burn of 

Droothy, its laminæ are found interſperſed with fmall 
maſſes of the pyrites. The ſlate quarries here, though open- 
ed four ſcore years ago, have not been carried on with 
much ſpirit or dexterity, and have contributed but little to 
the emolument either of the proprietor or of the tackſman. 
The vein in ſome places is merely ſcratched; and where it 
has been ſtruck deeper, the falling in of a little rubbiſh has 
| ſometimes put a ſtop to the operations of half a ſeaſon, It 
may be here remarked, that the ſtrata of the ſchiſtus ſeem in 
general to run parallel to Strathmore and the Grampians; 
that is, from S. W. to N. E. and to incline towards the 
Strath, 2. e. towards S. E. in angles of 50 to 80 degrees“. 
5 | Curigſctia 


* In the hilly parts, there is plenty of good peat; though, in ſome of 
the moſſes, the uppermoſt ſtratum is rather ſoft and ſpongy. Peat is allo 
found in ſome of the lower parts of the diſtrict; but here it is often im- 
pregnated with ſulphur or bitumen, and, when burned, throws out e- 
fluvia diſagreeable to thoſe who have been accuſtomed to other fuel. In 
moſt of our moſles, there are veſtiges of oak, birch, and hazel. Foflil 
horns are ſometimes found at a great depth in the moſs. The head of the 
Urus has been dug up in this neighbourhood, as alſo the pal mated horns 


ef the elk, together with the horns and ſkeletons of large deer, ſuppoled 
5 | o 
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Curigſtties and Antiquities Among the firſt, may be 
ranked a deep peat moſs, of an excellent quality, on the 
very fummit of Ben-achally, but ſuch phenomena are com- 
mon in the Highlands : In the face of that mountain, which 
looks towards the eaſt, there is a cave of confiderable mag- 
nitude, appearing at ſome diſtance like a giant dreſſed in 
ſhort black cloaths : This cave is called the Drap, or Drop, 
from the water oozing through the crannies, and perpetual- 
ly dropping from the roof of the cave. Below the Drop, 
and near the foot of the mountain, is a cove, called Henry's 

hole, from its having been in former times the hiding-place 
of ſome robbers or plunderers of that name. There is, in 

the high grounds of the park of Laighwood, another cove 
that has obtained the name of the Tod's- chair, (Fox's-chair), 
from its frequently affording a ſafe aſylum to reinard : 
Here large fragments have been ſevered from the impend- 
ing rock, probably by a thunder-bolt, and ſtill ſhow, by their 
correſponding angles, the places from which they have been 


detached. One of theſe fragments forms a ſort of table at 


the entrance of the cave, and a ſeat, where the ſpeQator. en- 
joys a wild and romantic view of the neighbourkood. The 
old wall or dike of the park of Laighwood may, not im- 
properly, be claſſed among the antiquities of this pariſh. 
It was built upwards ef 4 centuries ago, of dry ſtone ; is in 
ſome places 6 dr 7 feet high, and 4 feet broad a- top, and 
notwithſtanding it great age, does not appear to have un- 

Vor. . K k dergone 


to be the mooſe- deer. Some of theſe horns, which are of an amazing fize, 
are in the cuſtody of the Duke of Athole, and of Mr Farquharſon of Inver- 
cauld. We have mortar of a very ſtrong adheſive nature, forming an ex- 
cellent cement; and rich clay, which, when applied to a light ſandy 
ſoil, has mo an excellent manure. Pipe-clay- is found in the lock of 
Clunie, and likewiſe ſome marl, which it would be impracticable to 
drag, on account of the depth of the water. Marl, more acceſſible, may 
probably be diſcovered in ſome other parts of the pariſh, when they ſhall 
bare been properly inveſtigated. 
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dergone any material reparation. It incloſes an area of x. 
bout a ſquare mile, which, with the barony of Laigh wood, 
is ſaid to have been given by Robert II. to the then Earl of 
Athole, for quelling an inſurrection of Donald of the Illes 
This park has ever ſince continued the property of the A. 
thole family ; and, previous to the building of Dunkel 
houſe, it was deſigned to be one of the places of their ref. 
dence ; ſome materials for that purpoſe were brought here, 
and depoſited, in a fine fituation near the centre of the 
park, at a place called Stanley-know, in honour of the Der. 
by family. A little to the north of Stanley-know, there 
is a riſing ground ſtyled the Gallow-drum, and about 300 
yard> S. W. of the miniſter's glebe is another eminence, 
named the Gibbet-know, both which were places of execu. 
tion in the times of the baronial juriſdiction, Ou the eaſt 
ſide of the moſs at the foot of Ben-achally, we find a ſepul. 
chral cairn, which has never been opened; and a few fur. 
| longs to the ſouthward of this cairn, there is a great num- 
ber of ſmall cairns, which the people here call the Peck, 

| cairns, i. e. the Picts cairns; but whether theſe cairn 
mark the ſcene of a battle between the Caledonians and the 
Pits, or whether they are veſtiges of the huts of the old 
inhabitants; or whether they have been collected merely 
for the purpoſe of clearing the adjacent grounds in paſtora 
times, it is uncertain. There are two immenſe collections 
of ſtones, one on the 9, W. and the other on the N. E. ex. 
tremity of the pariſh. Theſe are ſaid to have marked the 
boundary here between the Caledonian and Pictiſh king: 
doms; it is not unlikely, however, that they have been 
| formed to commemorate the death of ſome illuftrious chief 
tains or heroes. At the eaſt end of the hill of Gourdie, in 
the middle of a cultivated field, may be ſeen a curious 
piece of antiquity, called the Steeds-ftalls. It conſiſts of 


mounds, with 8 correſpondin gt trenches ; ; perhaps ſome more 
bare 
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the ſouth end of each trench or foſſe, there is a circular 
cgncave, the centre of which lies in the line of the foſſe, and 


to this circular concavity the foſſe ſeems to have formed the 
entrance. It is ſaid, that an advanced guard of the Caledo- 
nian army was poſted here, to watch the motions of the 


Romans, when they lay encamped at Inchtuthill, about 2 


miles to the ſouthward in the plain below. The place of 
the Steeds-ftalls ſeems to be well calculated for ſuch a pur- 
poſe. It lies on the north fide of the ſummit of a rifing 
ground that ſeparates. the Highlands from the Low Coun- 
try, and it looks directly northwards on thoſe declivities of 
the hills, which the Caledonians are ſuppoſed to have then 


occupied. By ſtepping a few yards forward to the ſummit of 


the ground, that covered the redoubt, .the Caledonian guard : 
could diſtinctly mark the enemy, without the poſſibility of 
being perceived; and the intelligence could be conveyed in 


a few minutes to their friends on the north fide of the Lu- 


nan, The Steeds-ſtalls is about 2 miles north of the Ro- 
man camp at Inchtuthill*, about 24 miles W. N. W. of 


that at Meiklour“, about 7 miles W. N. W. of that at 


Cupar Angus , and about 24 miles ſouth of the Heer- 


cairns , or the cairns of the battle. 


3 9 90 There 


* Mr Playfair, miniſter of Bendochy, the ingenious antiquary above 
mentioned, who has been at great pains to inveſtigate the antiquities of 


the Stormont, is of opinion, that when Agricola fought the great battle 
with Galgacus, the Roman legions were probably ſtationed at Meiklour, 


| The old Saxon word beer, ſignifies army. Theſe cairns lie near the 
N. E. boundary of this pariſh, but within the limits of the pariſh of Kin- 
loch ; and conſequently the particular deſcription of them belongs to the 


| hiſtory of that pariſh, They have long attracted the attention of the an- 


Uquary. Oral tradition affirms them to be the ſpot where a great battle 


ws fought in old times; and their appearance indicates them to be the 


ſcene 


have been obliterated by the TRY The moutidi.cod - 
trenches are of equal len gth, alternate and parallel. At 
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© There ure Ufferent veſliges of chapels and eemeteries in the 
this pariſh : One at Gourdie, (called the chapel of the Ho. Lock 
. ly Ghoſt) ; another at Chapelton ; another at the Chapel. Cath 
hill, a — to the north * the cr pans carats 7 #31 in ley's 


the 

ſcene of ſome very remote and important tranſaction.— However natural it battle 
may be for every Caledonian to wiſh to know the ſcene of the deciſive en- the « 
gagement between Galgacus and Agricola, it is bighly probable that that their 
ſcene will never be preciſely aſcertained. ' Our only information on that and 
ſubject, is derived from Tacitus, who, though he gives us a moſt animated is no 
deſcription of the engagement itſelf, leaves us very much in the dark as to Red. 
the ſcene of it. From him we learn only, that it muſt be ſomewhere at conf 
the foot of the Mons Grampius ; but every one knows that the Grampian ſpect 
Mountains traverſe the-whole extent of Scotland, from the vicinity of l. zutu 
berdeen to the diſtrict of Cowal in Argyleſhire. In this extenſive range, rock 
there have been four different places, and theſe conſiderably diſtant from find 
one another, ſuppoſed to be each of them the field of this battle.— The for t 
firſt of theſe is at Fortingale, at the foot of Glenlyon, in the very centre the 
of the Grampians, where the veſtiges of a camp, apparently Roman, are tion 
ſtill viſible. But it is not likely that ſuch an experienced General as A- diat 


gricola would have ventured to draw off his legions ſo far from the fleet, 
through the defiles of the mountains, where they would be every moment 


as t 
in danger of being ſurpriſed, and cut off by a bold and reſolute enemy, pro 
who knew that country too well, not to take advantage of it; and, at an 
any rate, the ſcene at Fortingale is too much hemmed in by high moun- of t 
taius, and every way too limited, to admit of ſuch an extenſive engage. eng 
ment as that deſcribed by Tacitus. The /econd ſpot is at Comrie, near the hoc 
head of Strathern, where there is likewiſe the appearance of a: Roman bab 
camp, and where the ſcene, indeed, is leſs circumſcribed than the former; Str 

but here alſo objections occur. The ſtrath is narrow below and above, tha 
and the mountains rife boldly from the. vale, The general face of the ane 
country does not ſeem to accord with many of the expreſſions of Tacitus; the 
nor does it appear well calculated for bringing into action the troops of ha 
horſe, (turmæ equitum,) and the currus or covini, the hook-armed the 
chariots or cars of the Caledonians, which they then uſed in common with Ila 
the other Britons: We do not recolle&, at Comrie, any remarkable ap- gr 
pearance of tumuli, indicating the ſcene of ſuch a battle. And here allo . 
the Roman army would have been too diſtant from the fleet, which is th 
ſuppoſed, with great probability, to have been then riding at anchor in b 


the mouth of the Tay.— The third place alleged to be the ſcene of the 
battle, 


. 


. os 


gR,, r tos 


the park of ene and a FRO on the iſtand of the 
Lock of Clunie, where a place of worſhip, dedicated to St 
Catharine, ſtood on the ſpot now occupied by Lord Air- 

ley's kitchen. Before the late reparation of the caſtle, 
5 | one 


01 is near Fetterealra, in the county of the 1 Here, 8 
the army of the Romans would not have been at ſuch a diſtance from 
their fleet, ſuppoſing (with ſome) that the fleet had paſſed the Red-head, - 
and was hovering ſomewhere off the adjacent coaſt. But this ſuppoſition ö 
is not ſo readily admiſſible ; as the coaſt of Angus and Mearns, from the 
Red- head to Stonehive, is, in general, bold, rocky, and dangerous ; : and 
conſequently rather to be ſhunned than courted by the Rowan fleet, e. 
ſpecially at that ſeaſon of the year, which ſeems ta have been about the | 
autumnal equinox, when the winds might have daſhed them againſt the 
rocks, or blown them out into the German Ocean. Beſides, we do not by 
ind in the Mearns any piece of antiquity ſo likely to have been a ſtation 
for the Roman legions, as the long vallum at Meiklour, now known by 
the name of Cleven-dike. But there ſeems to be one inſuperable objec- | 
tion to the ſcene i in the Mearns: Tacitus expreſsly tells us, that, imme- 
diately after the engagement, Agricola marched off his army into the 
country of the Horefti; in fines Horeftorum exercitum deducit;“ and, 
a5 the Horeſti were the e of Angus and Mearns, it is not at alt 
probable that ſuch an accurate hiſtorian as Tacitus wonld have uſed ſuch 
an expreſſion, if the battle had been fought any where within the limits 
of their country. — The 1ſt ſpot preſumed to have been the ſcene of this 
engagement, is the Heer-cairns, with the grounds in their neighbour- 
hood. This, on an attentive inveſtigation, appears to be at leaſt as pro- 
bable a ſcene as any of the four. Agricola could not, perhaps, in all 
Strathmore, have pitched upon a more favourable ſtation for his legions, 
than that large elevated plain comprehended between the Cleven-dike 
and the confluence of the Tay and the Ila. It is at no great diſtance from 
the mouth of the Tay, where the Roman army, in caſe of a defeat, might 
have had a more eaſy acceſs to their ſhips. On the W. it is defended by 
the ſteep bank of the Tay, and on the S. E. and N. E. by the banks of the 
Ila, and of the Lunan. It commands a diſtin& view of the higher 
grounds of the Stormont, to the N. and N. W. and it looks directly weſt⸗ 
ward, on the entrance into the Highlands, by Dunkeld, which was then, 
the capital of the Caledonians, and in the vicinity of which we may ſup- 
pole it would be natural for them to hold their general rendezvous on 
ths occaſion, This ſuppoſed ſtation of the Romans is about 3 or 4 miles 
S. S. E. 


one could eaſily perceive where the chapel had "IE to 
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it; and a few years ago, when the gardener was trench. 


ing the ground NOD he n up human bones in lever 


— 5 . | | 
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| 8. 8. E. from that of the Caledonians at the B dib e. And it ſeems 


that the Roman generals, in ancient times, (ſimilar to the practice of the 
moderns), frequently fat down at ſuch a diſtance from the enemy, pre- 
vious to a general engagement.—The ground which the Caledonians are 


thought to have then aſſumed as the ſcene of their martial atchievements, 
lies about 7 or 8 miles N. E. from Dunkeld, on the open declivities of 
the hills, facing the ſouth, and commanding a full proſpect of the lower 
Stormont and Strathmore. In ſeveral parts of this neighbourhood, the 

| ſurface of the ground exhibits a ſingular appearance of long hilly ridges 
(or drums, anſwering very well to the © colles” of Tacitus), running pa- 
nallel from W. to E. and riſing above one another, like the ſeats of 2 


theatre. This appearance is remarkably exemplified at the gf drum, 


which are partly incloſed by the Buzzard-dike or Vallum, which is fill, 
in many places, 8 or ro feet high. This incloſure, through which the 


burn of Lornty paſſes, might be defigned by the Caledonians principally 
as 2 place of ſecurity for their cattle and proviſions, as well as for their 
wives and children, Theſe © colles,” or long extended eminencies, riſing 


_ gradually one above another. were well fitted for ditplaying the Caledo- 


nian army to the beſt advantage. And, from the ſplendid accyunt given 
of it by Tacitus, one is led to conceive a magniticent idea of its appear- 
ance: * Jamque ſuper triginta millia armatorum conſpiciebantur, et ad- 


hc affluebat omnis juventus, et quibus cruda ac viridis ſenectus, clari 


& hello, ac ſua quiſque deco a geſliantes,” And again, 66 Britannorum acies 
in ſpeciem ſimul c terrorem editioribus locis conſtiterant; ita ut pri- 
i mum agmen æquo ceteri per acclive jugum connexi velut inſurgerent.” 
— That the auxiliary troops, who tought the battie on the part of the Ro- 


mans, were at ſome diitance from the legionary ſtation, before they began 


the attack, appears plainly from this expreſſion of Tacitus: © Arceſſendat 
plerique legiones admonebant.”* © Moſt of them gave it as their advice, 
that the legions ought to be ſent for.” Mr Playfair is of opinion, that 


the two armies might have met, and the line oi battle might have been 
formed, ſomewhere on the lower grounds of B.4/-:4 or Balcairn. II ſo, 
| then Agricola's right wing might extend to the neighbourhood of that 


hill (above Mar lei) which ſtill retains the name of Craig-Roman; 
where, as we are eredibly informed, ſeveral Roman urns and Koman ſpurs 
were 
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The iſland itlelf may be ranked among the antiquities of 
the pariſh. It 1 is moſtly artificial, if not altogether ſo. It 
muſt have been formed with great labour, and in ſome ve- 
ry diſtant period too, as there is neither record nor tradi- 


were dug up, about 40 or 50 years ago, by the proprietor of the ground. 
The circumſtance of Roman /pur being found there, gives the more pro- 
dability to our conjecture; becauſe the wings of the Roman army con- 
fiſted of the zoco cavalry, who, as Tacitus expreſſes it, © cornibus affun, 
derentur,”” were widely extended on the wings, in order to prevent the 
Romans from being attacked in flank.— The grounds here would afford 
full ſcope for both armies to extend their lines in the manner deſcribed by 
Tacitus; and it is manifeſt from his deſcription, that the ſpaces of ground 
they then occupied, and over which they muſt have paſſed through the 
different ſtages of the engagement, were, in all probability, very conſi- 
derable.— After the Batavian and Tungrian cohorts had begun, « erigere 
in colles aciem,” the Caledonians would fall back towards their entrench- 
ments above the Heer-cairns, It is poſſible, therefore, that theſe cairns 
(according to Mr Playfair's idea) may be the very ſpot, where, as Taci- 
tus obſerves, © Britanni, qui adhuc pugnæ expertes, ſumma collium inſe- 
derant, et paucitatem noſtrorum vacui ſpernebant, degredi paullatim et 
circum in terga vincentium cæperant,“ when Agricola, by a maſterly 
manceuvre, turned the {i ratagem of the Caledonians againſt themſelves, 
and brought on the general rout, Then commenced that dreadful car. 
nage of which the words of Tacitus are ſo wonderfully deſcriptive: 
Paſſim arma, et corpora, et laceri artus, et cruenta humus, and of 
which the Heer-cairns may at this day be an affecting memorial. — The 
Caledonians, in their retreat northwards over The Guard Drums, ſeem to 
have faced about on the ſummit of each Drum, and there to have made 
2 reſolute and bloody ſtand againſt their purſuers. This appears pre- 
ſumable from the number and poſition of the tumuli on each of theſe 
Drums, and it brings to the mind of the ſpectator that ſtrong expreſſion 
of Tacitus, in which he pays an indirect compliment to the bravery of the 
vanquiſhed, © Aliquando etiam victis ira virtuſque.“ It likewiſe appears 
from the diſpoſition of the tumuli along the neighbouring hills, that the 
fight of the Caledonians, previous to their general diſperſion, was Princi- 
pally by two different routs; the one . W. towards the woods of Stra- 
thardheil, and the other N. E. towards thoſe of Maus, where there is alſo 
a number of cairns, ſeemingly coeval with the others. In ſome of theſe 
ur Playfair has lately dug up cinders and ſome little bits of human 
| bones. 


264 Statiſtical Account 
tion with. reſpect to its formation. In papers dated 300 
years ago, the oldeſt we have ſeen on the ſubject, it is 
termed the iſland of the loch of Clunie. The people here 
affirm, that it was Once joined on the 8. E. fide to the con. 
tinent; but this is not at all probable, as the land there lies 
at a very conſiderable diſtance, with deep water intervening, 
Its ſurface is a circular plain, of about half an acre, raiſed a 
few feet above the ordinary level of the loch, and fur. 
_ rounded with a ſtrong barrier of ſtones, thrown careleſsly 
together, and ſloping into deep water all around, like the 
fruſtum of a cone. On the N. E. quarter, the wave, which 
from that point has a pretty long courſe, has made viſ. 
ble encroachments on the iſland, and laid bare the roots of 
| ſome of the old trees, which, by conſequence, have of late 
Fears ſuffered very material decay. But Lord Airly is 
now taking ſteps to prevent ſuch devaſtations in future; 
and pity it were indeed, that ſuch a curioſity ſhould periſh 
merely through neglect. That this iſland has been form- 
ed principally by human art ſeems demonſtrable from 
this, that the ground of which it is compoſed is evidently 
faQtitious ; and in lately digging to the depth of ) feet, near 
the centre of the iſland, nothing like a natural ſtratum of 
| earth 


bones. And here, ſome have thought it probable, that Aulus Atticus, 
and ſome of the 33 Romans who fell with him in the battle, were burut 
together in one funeral pile, at the great cairn, which is about $0 or 99 
vards in circumference, and in the centre of which we had occaſion to 
ſee cinders turned up laſt ſummer, 1792. | 
Such, on the whole, are the conjectures we have been led to form on 
this ſubject, from our having examined the different ſcenes with ſome de. 
gree of attention. We offer them to the public, however, only as con- 
And it is by no means our intention to enter into any contro: 
verſy on a ſubject, which, in all likelihood, will ever remain involved in 
obſcurity; and which muſt be conſidered as at beſt rather a matter % 
eur 1ohty to the 8 than of real utility to mankind, 


zectures. 
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arth appeared. The foundation of the caſtle wall is ſeve- 


tal feet below the ſurface of the W ah in 1 all — 


hood reſts on piles of oak. 


On the weſtern ſhore of the loch of Clinie ſtands ls. 


old caſtle-hill, a large green mound, partly natural and 
partly artificial, on the top of which are the ruins of a ve- 
ry old building. Some aged perſons ſtill alive remember 


to have ſeen a ſmall aperture, now inviſible, at the edge | 


of one of the fragments of the ruins, where, if a ſtone 


was thrown in, it was heard for ſome time, as if rolling 


down a ſtair-caſe. From this it ſeems probable, that were 


a ſection of the hill to be made, ſome curious diſcoveries 


might be the conſequence. The caſtle-hill is of an ellipti- 


cal form, extending 1n length from N. to S. about 190 
yards at its baſe, and riſing about 50 feet above the level 


of the loch. A green terrace ſurrounds the hill; and on 
the N. fide one terrace riſes above another. The area of 


the ſummit approaches to an elliptical plain, a little incli- 


ned towards the eaſt; of this plain, the longitudinal diame- 
ter, from N. to S. is about 90 yards, and the tranſverſe a- 


bout 49. The old caſtle has flood on the ſouth end of the 
ſummit, commanding a diftin& view of the neighbour- 


hood, ſo as not to have been eafily taken by ſur- 
prife. Some veſtiges of it ſtill remain; but neither its 
form nor dimenſions can be traced with any degree of pre- 


ciion, The principal fortifications ſeem to have run a- 
long the land fide, and the loch and the declivity of the hill 


appear to have defended it on the eaſt, where it is proba- 
ble there has been an eaſy communication with the iſland 


by means of boats; ſo that, in caſe of the caſtle being ta- 


ken, the iſland might afford a refuge to the beſieged, 
Concerning this piece of antiquity no written record can 
be found. According to the tradition of the neighbour- 
hood, it was a ſummer palace or hunting-ſeat of Kenneth 


Vol. IX. | * Macalpin, 
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by | Macalpin, whe conquered the Pigs, and united the Scot, 
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tiſh and Pictiſh kingdoms and if we ſuppoſe this tradition 
to be well founded, it is not unlikely that it was he who 
firſt formed the iſland in the loch, as a place of retreat in 
time of danger. 
In the flat grounds 1 the 8 of Laighwood, on \ the 
5 north fide of the burn of Lunan, are the ruins of another old 
caſtle, which appears to have been fortified on all fides by 
ditches filled with water. On the north fide was the prin. 
cipal draw bridge, with an avenue of very old trees lead. 
ing to it, ſome of the laſt of which were cut down in the 
memory of the preſent generation. A chapel and burying 
ground are ſaid to have adjoined to the caſtle, on the ſouth 
fide, where human bones have been found. On the W. 
and S. W. ſides are the remains of later buildings; but no. 
thing of the original caſtle is now to be ſeen, except two 
yaults, and a ſmall part of an under gallery, with two loop. 
holes, pointing towards the draw-bridge, which are viſible 
within, but without are blinded by the rubbiſh. With re- 
gard to this ruin, alſo, record is filent. Probably it was 
like viſe a hunting-ſeat of ſome of our old Scottiſh kings. 
The tradition concerning it is, that William Sinclair, bi. 
ſhop of Dunkeld, afterward to be taken notice of, was the 
laſt p-rſon who reſided here, and hence it is called Sin- 
clair's caſtle to this day. 


Eminent Men.—-The people here ſpeak much of the 
| prodigious bodily ſtrength of one William Gordon, who 
was a fon of one of the laſt Epiſcopalian miniſters of this 
pariſh, and who fell at the battle of Sheriffmuir, in the 
year 1715, fighting on the fide of the Earl of Mar. The 
above mentioned William Sinclair makes a figure in the 
Hiſtory of Scotland. He was diſtinguiſhed by the appell- 


tions of the military Duop, and the champion of the king 
dom; 
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{om ; and that he was as much formed for wielding tlie 
ſmord, as for wearing the ſurplice, appears from the follow- 
part of his hiſtory: When he reſided at his palace of 
Aughtertool in Fife, the ſheriff of that county went with a 
body of 500 men, to make head againſt the Engliſh, who 
had landed in that neighbourhood ; but obſerving that the 
country was laid waſte, and that the enemy kept a good 
countenance, the ſheriff fell back as faſt as he could. On : 
hearing this, the biſhop armed himſelf, took horſe with a- 
bout 60 of his people, who were well diſciplined, ſoon 
meets the ſheriff, cries aloud, © What madneſs is it in you 
to run away at this rate?“ The ſheriff replied, Becauſe 
the Engliſh are more numerous and better ſoldiers than 
we are.” * If you got your due, ſays the biſhop, the king 
would cauſe chop off your golden ſpurs; but follow me, 
and with the aſſiſtance of St Columbus, whoſe lands they 
lay waſte, we ſhall have our revenge.” With theſe words 
he throws away his biſhop's ſtaff, graſps his ſword, turns 
himſelf to the ſheriff, with this expreſſion, © Do follow 
me.” They did follow him, came up with the enemy, 
and happily obtained a complete victory. There fell that 
day more than 500 Engliſh, beſides a number, who, by 
crowding into their boat, overſet it and were all drown- 
ed.“ Sinclair was a great favourite of the king, (Da- 
vid II.), who always in converſation called him © My own 
bihop ;” and the letters he wrote to him were addreſſed, 
To our biſhop.” Sinclair died 27th June 1337, having 
filled the ſee of Dunkeld 25 years. He was buried in the 
quire of Dunkeld, which he built from the foundation; 
and in memorial of this work, he cauſed to be erected on 
the top of the eaſt gable of the quire, (the preſent church 
of Dunkeld), a fluted croſs, (part of the armorial bearings 
of his family), which is {till ſtanding there. —Biſhop George 
Brown, of whom we made mention on a, former occaſion, 
EI died 
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died i in che caſtle on the iſland of the loch of Clunie, the 14th 

| January L514, in the 2d year of the reign of James V. 
He was of the family of Midmar. He ſtudied grammar a 
Dundee, and philoſophy at St Andrew's; and was after. 
ward promoted to be chancellor of Aberdeen. Being 
ſent to Rome by the King, on a meſſage relative to the bh 
of Glaſgow, he became acquainted with the college of car. 
dinals, and particularly with the yice-chancellor Roderigo 
Borja, who, by his intereſt with Pope Sextus IV. go 
Brown raiſed to the ſee of Dunkeld. Being in his old age 
much afflifted with the gravel, he retired to his caſtle on the 
iſland of Clunie, for which he had a peculiar predileQion, 
and which he built from the foundation, all but the vault 
of the great tower. He is repreſented as a man of ſome 
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able, he Par means to (ji andere the book 
of his dioceſe. He could ride by 4 different ways from 
Dunkeld to Clunie, all on his own ground, It was he 
who began the ſtone bridge acroſs the Tay at Dunkeld, 
1 arch of which he lived to ſee completed in ſummer 
I513; but this bridge was never finiſhed. In the ſee «f 

Dunkeld, he was the immediate predeceſſor of Galvin 
b Douglas, the elegant tranſlator of Virgil. 


James Crichton, Laowe. by the name of the ate 
Crichton, who makes ſuch a diſtinguiſhed figure in the li 
terary annals of Europe, is ſaid to have been born on the 
Hand of Clunie. This was confidently afferted by the 
oldeſt people of this pariſh who have died in the memory 
of the preſent incumbent ; they were educated in this creed, 
and unwilling to hear of any thing advanced to the contra: 
ry. We have, however, ſeen no records that aſcertail 
the place of his birth. We know for certain, that he ws 

| | the 
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the * of Sir Robert Crichton of Elliock, Lord Advo- 
cate of Scotland, who was proprietor of the whole baron y 


of Clunie, and who was ſucceeded in that property by his 


oldeſt ſon Sir David Crichton, the initials of whoſe name, 


together with thoſe of his wife's, who was an anceſtor of 


the preſent Stewarts of Ballechin, are ſtill to be ſeen, with 


a lion rampant, all in relief, on a triangular ſtone in the 


eaſt wall of the caſtle. Without entering into any diſqui- 


ition with reſpe& to the wonderful abilities of James Crich- 
ton, which we believe his eulogiſts have greatly exaggera- 


ted, we beg leave to refer for particulars to the new Edin- 


| burgh Encyclopedia, which contains perhaps the moſt un- 


exceptionable account of him. His ſucceſſive adv entures at 
Paris, Rome, Venice, Padua, and Mantua, are recorded at 
large in the 3d vol. of Dr M*Kenzie's Scotch lives; in the 


81ſt No. of the Adventurer; in the iſt vol. of Pennant's 
firſt Tour through Scotland ; and in the Edinburgh Maga- 
zine and Review for June 1774, in which laſt, there is a 
ſmall portrait of Crichton, taken from the original paint- 


ings of him, which are faid to be {till extant in many col- 


lections on the continent. He was repreſented on horſe- 
back, with a ſword in the one hand, and a. book in the o- 


ther, as emblems of his baving excelled equally in the ma- 


nual and literary exerciſes. At Venice he contracted an 


mtimate friendſhip with the younger Manutius, a man of 
great learning, and of an honeft and reſpectable character, 
who relates many things of him on his own perſonal know- 
ledge. He was an eye-witneſs to Crichton's behaviour, 
both in the preſence of the Doge and Senate of Venice, 


and at the diſputation at Padua and may therefore he re- 
garded as an indubitable teſtimony to the truth of both. 
The cauſe and manner of Crichton's premature and unhap- 
py death, will perhaps {till remain in ſome degree of obſcu- 
rity ; but we have the authority of Manutius for believing 


that 
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Crichton was not a cadet of the Clunie family of that name, but of the 


municated to us by Mr Thomas Mitchell at Craig, preſent factor on the 


loch, together with other parts of the barony of Clunie, and teinds of the 
whole, anciently belonged to the Biſhop of Dunkeld, the reſt of the ba- 
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that the Court of Mantua Ge a 0 mourning for 


5 him; and this circumſtance alone, independent of every o. = 
ther panegyric, throws an indelible luſtre on his memory, e fe 
A mong the many epitaphs that lamented his death, it may that! 
not be improper, in a repoſitory of this kind, to inſert the Wl tine 
following one by Johnſon in his inſcriptions on Scottiſh he. vals; 
8 9 ſeque 
: were 
8 Carroxrus cruyros · June 
Mufarum pariter ac „ Martis alumnus, 1 in ſtudiis, TR 
ipfis etiam Italis admirabilis, Mantuæ a ducis Mantuani fl. 12 
ho nocturnis inſidiis occiſus eſt anno Chriſti 1581. fil 


Et genus et cenſum dat Scotia; Gallia pectus 
Excolit: Admirans Itala terra virum 

Ambit, et eſſe ſuum vellet: Gens æmula vitam 

Abſtulit; an ſatis hoc dicat ut illa ſuum ? 

Mantua habet cineres, ſcelus execrata nefandum ; 
At tumuli tanto gaudet honori tamen. 


 Remarhkabl: 
* For the ſake of thoſe who ſeem to be of opinion that the wonderful 


family of Elliock, we here beg leave to quote the following intelligence, 
collected from the chartulary of the Earl of Airly, and obligingly com- 


Airly eſtate: The loch, iſland, and chapel of St Catharine, within the 


rony to the Herons of Glaſclune. About the commencement of the Re- 
formation, that part which pertained to Heron was appriſed from him by 


Robert (afterwards Sir Robert) Crichton of Elliock, King's Advocate of 0 
Scotland; and at the ſame time George Crichton, Biſhop of Dunkeld, bi 
who was a brother of Sir Robert's, diſponed to him his whole property i 
in the barony, with this remarkable reſervation, that it ſhould be in the B 


Biſhop's power, at any time he pleaſed, to reſume it, and incumbent on 


it 
the diſponee to yield it, and all title thereto, and to remove therefrom, i 
upon 


of Clunie. 5 = 271 


Remarkable Seaſons and Occurrences,—In che dry ſeaſon of | 
1123, the crop here, though very rich, owing probably to 
the fertilizing dews that fell in the night time, was ſo ſhort, 


that a boll of corn, with all its ſtraw, could eaſily be con- 


tained within the four corners of an ordinary ſheet or can- 
vaſs; there was, however, no ſcarcity of fodder, the ſub- 
ſequent winter being ſo exceedingly mild, that the cattle 8 
were never houſed from the one end of it to the other. — In 
june 1724, a tremenduous water ſpout broke upon the high- 
er parts of this pariſh, and engulphed the declivinies, in 
ſuch a manner, that the marks of it are in many places 
ſtill vitble,— The eng ar and ſevere froſt 1 e was fol- 
| lowed 


upon 40 days warning. The reaſon for this is very obvious: The two 

brothers had conſidered, that if the alteration in religion ſhould take ef- 

ſect, the church would be plundered of its patrimony ; and it would be 
a well that Sir Robert ſhould get a part of that which belonged to the 
ſee of Dunkeld, as another; and, if the old eſtabliſhment ſhould again 
prevail, the Biſhop would have been reſtored to his own. Upon the 

rights 1 have mentioned, Sir Robert Crichton procured afterwards a char- | 
ter of confirmation and novodamus from King James VI. of the. whole 
barony of Clunie, loch, iſland, &c. with the advocation, donation, and 

right of patronage of the pariſh and pariſh-kirk of Clunie, and chapel of 

St Catharine, within the loch. And the ſame were enjoyed by him, and | 
his ſon and ſucceſſor, &c. There is nothing in this that contradicts the 
opinion which my Lord Buchan has formed, that the mirabilis Crichton 
was a ſon of Sir Robert Crichton of Elliock, as Sir Robert might be at 
one time deſigned of Elliock, and at another of Clunie.“ 

From Mylne's manuſcript hiſtory of the Biſhops of Dunkeld, we Gn 
that George Crichton filled that ſee from the year 1522 to 1559. His diſ- 
polition of the lands of Clunie to his brother, muſt have happened ſome 
time in the intermediate ſpace. On the rights diſponed to him by the Bi- 
ſhop, Sir Robert would naturally take poſſeſſion not only of the property, 
but probably of the palace of Clunie too, eſpecially as it muſt have been 
then in high accommodation, having been lately built and inhabited by 
Biſhop Brown, and eſteemed at that time one of the principal houſes of 
this country. The ſuppoſition, therefore, that his ſon, the admirable 
Crichton, who died a young man, in the year 1581, was born on the 
iland of Clunie, n. to poſſeſs the higheſt degree of probability. 
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lowell by a very bad crop, owing, in part, perhaps, to the 
ground being ploughed in the ſpring before the froſt was 
thoroughly looſened at the bottom of the furrow ; a ſcar. 
city enſued}; and ſome of the inhabitants of this pariſh 


were obliged in the winter to travel as fat as Murrayſhire 


for meal, which they brought acroſs the mountains with 
conſiderable labour and expenſe.— The drought of ſummer 
1766 parched the crop here to ſuch a degree, that in the 
autumn many of the corn- fields, inſtead of being cut down 


with the fickle, were paſtured by the horfes and cows; 


but the mildnefs of the enfuing winter prevented any hard 
_ conſequences. —In Auguſt 1769, another water-ſpout, ac. 


companied with dreadful thunder and lightning, fell here 


of an afternoon, from the S. E.; and in a few minute; 


ſwelled the torrents to an amazing height, ſwept off ſeve- 


ral of the bridges, and did confiderable damage to the 


ſtanding corns.—In 1782 no great hardſhip was ſuffered 
here, as ſome of the moſt ſubſtantial farmers had meal in 
reſerve, which, when a mob was threatened, they ſold of 
at the rate of 20s. the boll.— The great meteor of the 18th 


Auguſt 1783, exhibited no phenomena here different from 


thoſe obſerved in other parts of this country, and de. 
ſcribed in the tranſactions of that year. Its paſſage from N. 
W. to 8. E. was marked here about 18 minutes after 9 


| o'clock P. M.—On the 22d of July 1786, about noon-day, 


a hurricane, reſembling a tornado, preceded by a deceitful 
calm, burſt ſuddenly, with a noiſe like thunder, from the 


welt; and, being collected into a current by the big 


grounds on each ſide of the Lunan, raged here with prodigious 


violence, till about a quarter after x2 o'clock noon ; during 
which time it unroofed ſeveral houſes, and diſmantled or 
_ overturned ſome of the oldeſt and ſtouteſt trees in the dil. 


trict. A ſtately beech, that ſtood on the lawn before the 
door of the houſe of Forneth, and was eſteemed the fit 
3 inanimate 


Wer 


ankimare beauty of the'place, was rooted up; 4 old planes 


{11 on the adjoining bank, and, at the ſame time, on the 


Hand of Clunie, 5 venerable trees, that had withſtood the 


blaſts of centuries, and ſheltered the iſland on the N. W. 


were laid flat on the ground. The waters of the loch un- 


getwent an unuſual agitation, and the ſpray was whirled 


in ſhowers over the neighbouring grounds to a confiderable 


diſtance. This hurricane, by far the moſt dreadful we 


ever had occaſion to witneſs, was termed by the people 


| here an earth wind, and ſuppoſed to have been accompa- 


nied with ſome degree of earthquake. About the end of 


February 1788, there was here a very deep fall of ſnow, 


ſuddenly followed by a fmart thaw and heavy rain, which 


occafioned ſuch an inundation of the loch of Clunie, as has 
not been ſeen during the preſent century. The whole 
iland was immerſed for upwards of two hours, and its trees 
and caftle ſeemed to float on the farface of the water. 


The meadow. of Clunie lay under water 4 feet deep, 
and two men failed acroſs it, in a ſtraight line, all the 
way from the caſtle-hill, to the wall of the new garden 


of Forneth, without meeting with the ſmalleft obſtruction. 


On the 19th of November 1791, at half paſt 7 o'clock 


P. M. a fire-ball of uncommon magnitude, apparently as 
large, or very nearly as large as the diſk of the 
moon, was obſerved here in its paſſage from S. S. W. 
to N. N. E. Its elevation feemed conſiderable, and its 
motion rapid. For a few ſeconds, it illuminated the coun- 
try all around. very diſtinctly. It emitted ſparks, and left 


a train behind it; and, a little to the northward of our ze- 
nith, it divided into two leſſer balls, which alſo emitted 
ſharks, and moved with equal velocity, their diſtance in- 


creaſing as they proceeded in their courſe to N. N. E. 
Before they reached the verge of our horizon, they both 


diſappeared at the ſame inſtant, a little below the great ſtar 
in the conſtellation of Auriga; and about a minute after 
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| their Ailippeniiies; we hag from that quarter. of the her. 
vens a loud exploſion, fimilar to that from the diſcharge of 


2 piece of ordnance. The meteor was obſerved, and the 


exploſion was heard at Dunkeld-houſe, and the time there 
correſponded with the obſervation here. A. few days 
afterward, a ſevere froſt ſet in here, with ſome ſnow, and 
continued, with a few momentary intervals of thay, till 
the end of January 1792, during all which time the ſur. 
face of the ground was one ſheet of ice: The people were 
obliged to carry in water to their cattle ; and neither man 
nor horſe could venture abroad without having their feet 
| ſecured with iron. A remarkable rainy ſeaſon followed; 
the moſt luxuriant part of the crop was lodged in the begin. 
ning of Auguſt, and never ripened ; harveſt was not got home 
till near the middle of November, and. even then in ve:y 
poor condition; ſuch of the crop as has been already threſh 
ed out is by no means productive: The barley is found ve. 
ry unfit for malting, and in many places, it requires two 
bolls of oats to yield one boll of meal. The meal is in ge- 
neral very indifferent in its quality. The people are natu- 
rally apprehenſi ve of bad conſequences. But their greateſt 
ſuffering at preſent ariſes fr om their want of fuel. The 


peats that were caſt laſt ſummer, could neither be got dried, 


nor carried home, on account of the inceſſant rains. A boll 
of coals, i. e. 42 ſtone weight, coſts juſt now (Chriltmas 
1792), 8s. Sterling at the ſhore of Perth, and on account 
of the extreme badneſs of the roads, it coſts 48. more tor 
the carriage of it to Dunkeld. 


Advantages and Diſadvantages. —The farmers, in general, 
enjoy the great advantage of a perennial fountain of good 
water in their immediate neighbourhood. We obſerved 
that in the higher parts of the pariſh there is plenty of 


good peat, and, in the lower parts, broom, furze and buy 
We 7 
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wood; all ſerving as the common fuel of the inhabitants. 
Good ſtones every where abound, for building fences and 
houſes. Marl of an excellent quality lies at no great di- 
tance, and the ground is well calculated for marl ; beſides, 
it has almoſt every where's flope, favourable for draining ; 
and though in many places it is difficult to be cleared, yet 
in ordinary ſeaſons, and under due mana gement, it never 

fails to repay the labour and expenſe beſtowed upon it. 

The farmers begin to be ſenſible of theſe advantages, and to 

make a proper uſe of them. But, on the other hand, they 
labour under ſeveral inconveniencies, which, it is hoped, 
will in a ſhort time be removed. Servants wages are ex- 
orbitant. The want of day-labourers is a great hindrance 
to agricultural improvement. The tenants cannot 'be re- 
conciled to the idea of meliorating their climate and ſoil, 
by raiſing belts of feathered wood on the N. E. and W. 
ſides of incloſures. The burn of Lunan is ſuffered -to in- 
undate and render half uſeleſs many valuable acres of 
ground in the park of Laighwood, and barony of Clunie, 
2 devaſtation-that might be prevented in both places by 
ſtraighting and banking the burn, which, it is thought, 

could be done in a ſubſtantial manner, at an expenſe not 
exceeding L. 200 Sterling. The materials for building 
good houſes abound in the pariſh ; many of the people live 
in miſerable ſmoky cribs, more like ſties for hogs than 
habitations for men. Several of the farmers have too ſhort 

leaſes, and ſome of them no [leaſes at all; and conſe · 

quently, are diſcouraged from carrying on improvements 

to any extent. The old oppreſſive cuſtoms of bonnage, 

thrlage, and ſervitudes, (diſgraceful to the country, and to 

humanity), are not yet quite.aboliſhed. The public roads, 
though lately ſomewhat improved, are ſtill, during one 

half of the year at leaſt, extremely indifferent; though | 
there is ſome reaſon to expect, that the commutation of 


the 
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the ſtatute - labour, which begins to take place, and the 
committing the reparation of theſe roads to active hands 
will be productive of good effects. The peat moſſes are 
diſtant, and high in the hills; and the roads that lead to 
them, are fit only for killing the horſes, and daſhing the 
carts in pieces. The tenants here, as in many other parts, 
are obliged to ſpend too much of their time in providing 
the neceſſary fuel for the winter. There is no coal nearer 
us than the ſhore of Perth is the river Tay, broad and deep, 
| | runs between; and there is not a bridge acrols it, in its 
whole courſe, from Aberfeldy to Perth, i. e. in a courſe of 
upwards of 40 miles. There is, however, a certain pro. 
ſpe& of much benefit accruing to this part of the country, 
from the new road marked out from Perth to the river 
Ila, and from the bridge that is about to be built acroſs 
that river at Meiklour, which will greatly facilitate the 


| carriage of coal and lime, and other neceſſary 9 rom 
Perth, 
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1 is about 5 miles in length, and 3 in breadth, 
The climate, though ſubject to the variable weather of 
M. the iſland, is mild and healthful. If any diſtemper, more 


frequent than another, attack the inhabitants, it is the 
ze, a complaint which chiefly pr evails in the ſpring, 
when the eaſterly wind often becomes a trade wind, is 
baded with cold- vapour, and felt in all its ſeverity on the 


equal, but the fine feats, the gentle ſwellings of the ground, 
the intermixture of inclofures and plantations, render it ex- 


are at once rich and extenſive. The river Tyne runs 
through the pariſh from S. to N. and though here but a 
ruler yet it widens | in its progreſs, before it falls into 

the 
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altern parts of the iſland. The face of the pariſh is un- 


wemely beautiful, The proſpects from the higher grounds 


„7 


| handſome and noble ſeats. In this pariſh, the magnificent 


oppoſite banks of the river, the pictureſque but natury 
formation of grounds, the fields chequered with trees, an 


is corn. Oats are carried to Dalkeith, where there is 1 
weekly market, the beſt in Scotland for that ſpecies of 
grain, and fold to meal makers at a ready money price. 
| Peaſe and beans are carried to the ſame market. Whent 
is ſold to bakers or ſtarch makers; and. barley to brewers 


ſtone, and pitcoal, are wrought in ſeveral places, and make 


tery. At Upper Cranſton, works have been lately erectel 


latile parts fly off into ſeparate reſervoirs, where they at 
condenſed. Each condenſer has two ovens appropriated 
to it, avd between the ovens and condenfers is placed 3 
long leaden ciſtern filled with water, in order to haſten thc 


at of diſtillation, or * boiling, the ſteam flies off i into another 
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the Forth at Tynkinguum. Its banks are eb wih EX * 


ſtructures of Oxenford caſtle and Preſton hall, planted o 


crowned with corns; all theſe arreſt the eye of the travel. 
ler, and preſent to his view a landſcape equal to ſome of 
the moſt cultivated ants 1n England. Wy 


 Manufattres, Se. —The ſtaple commodity of the parik 


diſtillers, or barley makers. Quarries of freeſtone, lime- 


a good return to the proprietors. The price of a boll df 
Mells is x0d. and 15. and of a load of coals, equal to: 
wt. 5d. Near to Couſland are a brick work and a pot. 


for extracting tar from pitcoal ; an ingenious proceſs, which 
reflects much honour on the Earl of Dundonald, who mate 
the diſcovery, and enjoys by patent an exclufive privilege 
for the manufacture. The coals are put into ovens, and 
after being kindled, are ſlowly decompoſed ; while the. vo 


proceſs. The condenſed fluid is then conveyed from the 
condenſers, by a cock into wooden pipes, which lead it in- 
to a pit; from whence it is pumped into the ſtill. By the 


large 
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krge wooden, — where it is condenſed” into an 01 a TT 
matile ſpirit, The diſtillation continues for the ſpace of 


0 days, when the refiduum in the flill makes excellent 


pe 4. The oil and ſpirit are then drawn off into a finaller 
Fr veſſel; and as the oil; ſwims on the top, a ſeparation is ca. 


fly made, by drawing off the ſpirit. If the tar is boiled 
in the ſtill for 5 days, the ſtuff remaining in the ſtill is 
chen called half pitch; and ſhould the proceſs be continued 
\ day longer, it would become as brittle as glaſs. The 
rolatile ſpirit is diſtillec a ſecond time before it is expoſed 
i6 ale, and afterwards made into Zartſborn by the chymiſt. 
A briobt varniſh is produced, by mixing one gallon of the 
foreſaid oil with fix Ih. roſin, and then boiling them toge- 


my : * 2 ' e | 
V hear aer; and a black varniſb. by mixing and boiling together 
wers, . lb. rofin, 1 gallon of the above oil, and 1 Scotch pint of 


the half pitch. The Britiſh tar is of a blacker colour, and 


make s a finer ſkin than common tar. It contains no water 
„oll of Mike the latter, and its quality is injured by any mixture 


ef lamp black, red and white lead, oil or tallow. Vege- 
uble tar, containing an acid that corrodes iron, does not 


, pot- 
reſted ſolver as a preſervati ve from ruſt; but this tar, poſſeſſing 
which ſb ſuch corroſive quality, is found to be an effectual co- 


reting for guns, ſhot, bolts, and all iron work. Its prin- 


vilege apal recommendation however is, that it is excellently a- 
„ and lapted for paying the bottoms of thips, - and preſerving 


wooden work, that is expoſed to the weather, or liable to 
de worm-eaten. It the half pitch cannot be readily pro- 


ey ut 

ſb ired, when required, the tar may be brought to that con- 
aced a lence, by boiling it a ſufficient time; to be aſcertained 
en the dy dipping into it a chip of wood, which on cooling, will 
m the w when the tar has acquired the proper degree. The 
it in. * and pitch muſt always be heated before they are ap- 
y the plied. On wooden work, firſt lay on the tar quite hot, 
other aud then a coat of warm pitch. Piles that are to be dri- 


ve 


Ven into the ground, ſhould be well Hested, before 4 


dipping them, while hot, into the tar. As they codl, 4 


apt to ruſt, er render the wood; what is called iron-fid 


and while the plank is hot, to lay on à coat of the tar hex 
ad ig a pot. When. the ſeams are chaulked, fit l 
whole with a coat of half pitch prepared in the ſame mu 


tomed veſſels with white fir wood, impregnated with th 
tar, to lacker the ſheathing nails, and lay over all a c 


by filling them with the roſin it contains, and thus to re 
der white, or ſap wood, equal in quality to red. M wy 


black varniſh is defigned for all parts of a veſſel expo 
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are dipped into the half pitch. Nails are lack eted 
heating them in a wire baſket over a ſtove, and hafi 


tar dries on them, and when thus prepated, they ate 3 
Worms do not penetrate into wood that has been propa 


Iy impregnated with the tar; if the bottom of a veſſ 
therefore be of ſir, all that is neceſſary is to ſire her u 


ner. But as oak, from its cloſe texture, will not imbi 
a ſufficient quantity ef tar, to preſerve it againſt the we 


of half pitch to finiſh it off. Britiſh varniſh is preferil 
to turpentine varniſh, becauſe the oil of which it is matt 
is of a more penetrating nature than that of tnrpentin 
The effect it has, when laid on wood, is to cloſe its pore 


bright or clear varniſh is uſed in the ſame manner 3 u. 
pentine varniſh, and anſwers as a ſubſtitute for lintſeed d 
in painting all colours, except with red and white le 
when dry; but if theſe be ground with. oil, it is then eq 
to turpentine varniſh, and comes much cheaper. |! 


to the weather, where paint or pitch is not uſed. It du there 


faſt, and gives a fine. gloſs to the wood. The tar, before ein 


is boiled, is ſold for greafing carts at 6 d. a Scotch put 
A barrel of boiled tar containing ge gallons Engliſh ns 
ſure, is fold at the works for L. 4, 3 8. Sterling. A 
ts 
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Marc o board laid over with it NY Oi about a halfpenny. 
X barrel of half pitch, containing 32 gallons Englith mea- 
fare, is ſold at L.1, 5s. The oil at 2s. 6 d. the gallon; 
the bright and black varniſh at the ſame price; and the 
'olatile ſpirit, after a ſecond diſtillation, at 8 s. 6d. the cwt. 
The reſiduum of the coals in the ovens proves to be good 
anders, which are ſold to founders and brewers at 9 d. the 


Auen, ee. —C 10 and was burnt by Seibert 
when he invaded Scotland with a powerful army, to en- 
bree the marriage of the beautiful Mary with the young 
King of England. Though the Union of the two king- 


certainly a rough mode of making love to a Queen. — On 
the ſouth fide of this village, are to be ſeen the ruins of 
ome buildings, with two incloſures ſurrounded by high 
walls. No authentic account of them, after much reſearch, 
can be found; but if we may credit tradition, they are the 
remains of a nunnery. The higheſt wall, commonly call- 
ed the White Dike, at preſent meaſures 24 feet, and the 
reſt vary in height from 5 to 11. The incloſures were un- 


. doubtedly orchards, ſince cherry trees and gooſeberry 
3 buſhes were ſtill growing a few years ago. That there 
ed d 


mw a church yard here, and a bell to be ſeen hanging in 
the end of the chapel, till it was carried off by ſome tin- 
kers, are facts ſupported by the teſtimony of perſons ſtill 
aive. Hence it is probable, that it was a religious foun- 
ation, and perhaps dedicated to St Bartholomew, fince 
there are ſome acres of ground to the ſouthward, which re- 
tan the name of Bartholomew's Firlot. The old manſe 
vhich ſtood near to Preſtonhall, is ſaid to have been a reſt- 

Ng place for the religious in their way to Melroſe. No 
date could be diſcovered on the building, but over one of 
Vor. IX. Nn the 


doms was an important and deſirable object, yet this was 
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the 1 was the in inſcription in the Monkiſh 


ſtyle, Diverſorium infra, Habitaculum ſupra,” At Upper 
_ Cranſton ſtands a yenerable green holly, perhaps the lar. 
| gel i in the iſland, with too evident marks of old age and de. 


cay. It meaſures 44 feet in circumference, or 2 feet 4.64 


inches in diameter, and where it divides into branche 
the trunk is no more than 7 feet high, At Caickmoor, 


there i is a thriving beech 16 feet round, or 5 feet 1.11 in- 


ches in diameter, and at Preſtonhall, another 15 feet round, 
or 4 feet 9.29 inches in diameter. Theſe trees, from 
their near ſituation to_the manſion houſes, ſeem to have 


been planted at firſt in the garden ground, to which cir. 


cumſtance we muſt in ſome meaſure aſcribe the great wn 


they r now > exiſte 


; 1 Sc. It was in this pariſh that the firſt ex. 
ample of the drill huſbandry was given. Sir John Dal. 
rymple of Couſland, grandfather to the preſent Baronet, 
was the firſt perſon who introduced into Scotland the ſow- 
ing of turnip, and the planting of cabbages in the open 
field. He alſo greatly improved the breed of horſes and 
black cattle, and was among the firſt who ſowed clover: 
and rye graſs, Mr Cockburn of Ormiſton, and he, boti 
of them difltinguiſhed by zeal for their country, and a pal- 
ſion for agriculture, eſtabliſned at Ormiſton a ſociety, 


which had for its object the improvement of huſbandry. 


Befides actual farmers, perſons of the firſt rank in the coun- 
try, were proud of being inrolled as members of that club. 


The Duke of Perth, and John Earl of Stair, regularly at 


tended its monthly meetings. The ſoil of this pariſh con- 
ſiſts partly-of clay or ſtiff lands, and partly of thoſe that are 


light. The whole is arable, in general fertile, and yell 
dapted for producing all kinds of grain. The ſtate of % 


griculture is much the ſame as in other pariſhes of Mid, 
* Sg _ - Lothian: 


/pper 
d de. 


ches, 


Noor, 


bund, 


have 
1 cir. 
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[othian. Too berte plougtis are entrerkdty employed; | 
nd the plough held in higheft eftimation is that made by 
|. Small at Roſebank, which is deſervedly confidered as 
the greateft improvement agriculture has received for ma- 
years. Mr Small publiſhed ſome time ago an account 
his plough in a particular treatiſe, and fince that publi- 
ation, he has made a farther improvement, by ſubſtituting, 
in place of the wooden head, one of eaſt metal. Laſt year, N 
(1791,) the firſt experiment was made with a pldugh ſo 
mounted in this pariſh, and before proper judges. Though 
the field pitched on was very rough, and fix horſes were 
yoked and driven on at a great rate, yet the caſt metal 
head was not in the leaſt damaged. Since that time prae- 
tice proves, that no force ever neceſſary to be applied to 
the plongh can injure it. The value of this improved 
plugh appears from its being univerſally adopted, and 
the great commiſſions the inventor receives. The advan- 
tage of alternate green and white crops is ſufficiently un- 
derſtood; but though the turnip huſbandry was firft prac- 
tiſed here, and the nature of the ſoil in many parts is very 
favourable to that ſyſtem, yet turnips are ſcarcely cultiva- 
ted at preſent. The turnip Huſbandry requires ſo accurate 
a Kill in the buying and ſelling of cattle, that every perſon 
i; not qualified for conducting it. It is a curious fact, that, 
when turnips were firſt cultivated in the pariſh, during 
thoſe early experiments, no manure, it was imagined, would 
aſwer for raiſing them, but the beſt which Edinburgh pro- 
duced. The principal productions are wheat, barley, oats, 
peaſe, beans, hay; and the beſt rotation that is obſerved is 
fallow, wheat, peaſe, barley, graſs and oats. Some of the 
farmers drive manure, from the diſtance of 4 or 5 miles, 
and up hill, to improve their ſtiff lands, every cubic yard 
of which, when laid on the land, coſts them about 5 s. 
The farms are laid out from 100 to geo acres, The rent 
| — | 
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| « land runs from 58. to 308. an acre, and a few fields of 
good quality are let ſo high as L. 2 the acre. A milden 

\ infects the banks of the Tyne from Cranſton to Pencait. Couſla 
land, and ſometimes does material damage to wheat and 29 ma 
oats. The lands about Ormiſton generally ſuffer mate 
than any other part of the tract where it prevails. The Secede 
rent of the pariſh is about L. 2800 Sterling, and the w. Epiſcc 
laed rent is L. 6208: 1: 4 Scots. The rent of the ſmall Heritc 
"T0 is. L. 355 and {REO eee 5h En. Farme 


ie G. es. N e to be Retail 
Webſter's. report, was 725. From an exact ſurvey made I lnnke 
in the 1792, the number of ſouls amounted to 839; males, . Smitt 
376, females, 463. After extracting 3 different periods {il Maſor 
from the pariſh regiſter, the number of births. ſtood as fol. Carp. 
lors: from 1715 to 1726, the males were 112, and the 
Females. ras: total 256; from 1739 to 1750,. the males Wi The 
were 106, and the. females 111, total 217; and from 1% Wl clara 
to 1790, the males were go, and the females 95, total 185, Wi the © 
.The average of male births, therefore, for the ſpace of 36 for a 
Fears, is ſomewhat more than 10, of female more than 11, 
and of both, nearly 22 yearly. From this extract, hon. 
ever, it would not be a juſt concluſion: to infer, that the 
number of births, and conſequently the population, bus 
been on the decreaſe; becauſe every year, on account of 
the ſeceſſion, the negle& or poverty of parents, ſeveral 
births are omitted to be inſerted in the pariſh regiſter. 
The average of marriages, for the ſpace of 10 years, . 
mounted to 8, but the regiſter where they are inſerted bas 
not been kept with any exactneſs. There are 3 villages 


in 8 

Mol 

* The wages of a ploughman during the half year, are FECK L. 2, 15% dec 
to L. 3, 6s. and of a hind from L. 5 to L. 5, 10s. during the year, with liv 


graſs for a cow, and 2 pecks of meal in the weck. The hire of a da 
jabourer is 10 d. and 1 8. in winter, and 1 8. 2 d. in ſummer. 


E Cranfton. | ts 


in the pariſh, 8 Couſland, and Preſton; tha popu- 
ution of Cranſton is 81 males, 106- females, total 187; of 
Couſland, 68 males, 94 females, total x62 ; and of Preſton, 
29 males, 5 n total To 


More | 9729255 Ll ed e 
1% 133 % Nun gt Wah” R 
e M. Epiſcopalians 4 Shoemakers, „ 
alle . Heritors — „% é % ͥ ( A NT TO 
8 ee, 14 Mines, 2 
// ͤ // Ons RT Þ 
> Dr Retailers of ſmall groceries, 7 Gardeners 4 
made . Innkeepers, "+. e // 
nales, i Smiths. 3 Juſtice Peace officer, 1 
riod i Maſons 3 Schoolmaſters, = 2 
s fol. _— 5 : en man.. £ | 


The rent af Pl ate" 6h 18 3 12 8. to 20 8. There is no : 
characteriſtical difference between the inhabitants of this and 


185. Wi the other pariſkes of Mid-Lothian. If there be any ground 
of 36 for animadverſion, the abuſe of ſpiritous liquors among the 


lower ranks affords it. Where ſuch a habit prevails, the 


bealch ſuffers, buſineſs is neglected, and poverty follows 
t the ef courſe. Theſe pernicious effects were not ſo common, 


when ale and beer were more generally drunk. It would 


nt of Bi certainly then be an effential ſervice to the community, to 
ver WF impoſe ſuch a duty on ſpiritous liquors, or to transfer it 
iſter. from ale and beer to them, as would diminiſh the number 
s, + ef low tippling houſes, and bring back the people to the 


fer uſe of malt liquor. 


Stipend and Porn The ſtipend is L. 57:6: 114% in 
money, 16 bolls 2 pecks 1 lippy of barley, 32 bolls 1 
uy 1 lippy of oats, and 2 bolls 3 pecks of wheat. The 
ling is in the gift of * Dalrymple Hamilton Macgill, 
repreſcntative 


— — — — 
— — — — —— — —ũ— m — > —— 


| 
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| reprelentadve K the Viſcounts of Oxenford. The may. 
ſion houſe and lands of Eaſt Caickmoor, though disjoined 
by the pariſh of Crichton, yet belong to this pariſh, aud 
pay ſtipend to the miniſter. The poor are ſupported fron 
the weekly collections, and the intereſt of money left by 
charitable perſons for their behoof; a fund which has hi. 
therto anſwered every demand, and conſequently there be 


been no aſſeſſment. The number of poor is from 14 t6 


19, and their capital at intereſt is L. 35) Sterling. In thi 
poariſh, there is a Friendly Society, lately inſtituted for the 
| fupport of its diſtreſſed members and indigent widow, 


The regulations, dictated by experience, or copied fron 
ſimilar ſocieties of a long ſtanding, ſeem well calculated to 


anſwer the ends of the inſtitution. Such aſſociations meri 
the countenance of the landed intereſt, becauſe they tend 
to leſſen the number of the . and retard a general af. 


ſellment. 
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PARISH or KILCONQUHAR, 


(CounTy 4 AND sro or Firk, Parsörrear or r 
e 8 7 | 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER SMALL. 


Name, E ati t, Surface Soil, oe 


K . 18 Fare" cobally einer: from Cella, the 

cell or chapel of a faint or monk, called #-nachar ; 
r from the Gaelic Kil, a place of worſhip or interment, 
and Conachar. From S. to N. that is, from the ſea to the 
borders of the pariſh of Ceres, it is about 8 Engliſh miles 
n length; and, in general, about 2 in breadth. It is ſitua- 
ted in that part of the county of Fife, which, on account 
df the narrowneſs of the land. jutting out into the German 
dea, and waſhed by the friths of the Forth and the Tay, is 
called the Eaſt Nook of Fife. Its ſurface 1s ſomewhat ir- 
regular, being flat in the ſouth for 1 miles from the ſea ; 
nung gently towards the north for about 2 miles; - then, 
alter a mall dechvity, atcending again towards the north 
for more than 4 of a mile, on the north of which the ground 


18 


"IE 4 * ; 
X 7 8 a 
7 * 1 


s partly flat, but, for the moſt part, declining towards ti 


places, being a clay bottom mixed with ſand, is of inferigr 
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north. The ſoil in the ſouthern part is light and ſandy, 
but by proper culture, bears rich crops; in the higher 
ground of the very beautiful and fertile bank that faces the 
ea, it is deep black loam ; in ſome places, very rich clay. 
In the northern parts, though it is in ſome places abungant. 
ly rich, the climate is leſs favourable ; the ſoil too, in many 


quality, and leſs productive; it is now arable in genenl; 
not long fince, a great part of it was taken from moors; in 
dry ſeaſons, however, it yields good crops ; much wheat 
and barley of excellent quality is raiſed in the ſouthem 
parts; peaſe and beans alſo, and every kind of — that! i 
Uſual 1 in this country, lucceed well here. 


e ba Thangh the foes are not attacked l 
to any particular mode of farming, the following is a ron. 
tion of crops frequently obſerved here, wheat, turnip, or 
any green crop, barley, and clover . There are few oat 
raiſed in the lower part of the pariſh, but they are much 
uſed in the higher grounds. Sometimes we ſtand in need 
of importation of oats and oat-meal; while we export 
_ conſiderable quantities of wheat, barley, peaſe and beans, and 
ſome potatoes. The late Earl of Balcarras, about 40 yeas 
ago, introduced field turnip into his plan of farming, and 
fed oxen with them to a great extent; the uſe of that . 
lnable root was not perhaps ſooner known in this part of 
the country; his Lordſhip's example was but little follow- 


* Wheat is ſown in September, October, November, ſome even in 
January and February; which laſt is ſometimes found to anſwer well: 
It is reaped commonly in Auguſt and September. Peaſe and beans att 
ſown in February, March, and beginning of April; barley generally n 


May: And reaped in . —— ſometimes beginning # 
| e 


* Kilconqubar. ä 


the ad, if at all, till within theſe 25 years; the practice naw 
become very general, to the great benefit of the country. 
When the turnip appears above ground, it is often much 
hurt from a cauſe that ſeems not to be well underſtood, ſome 
clay inputing it to a fly that eats the tender leaves; an ingeni- 

ous gentleman | in this neighbourhood, who has beſtowed 
nuch attention on this ſubject, imputes it to froſt, and is con- 

dent the turnip ſuffers nothing from the fly. The Ruta baga 

or Swediſh turnip, was introduced into this pariſh about 4 
years ago. Its leaves reſemble the rib kail plants, the root 
reſembles field turnip, not ſo large in general, but heavier 
n proportion to its fize, and of much firmer texture. It is 
believed, that as great weight of this root may be raiſed on 
m acre, as of field turnip ; this plant ſeems to be gaining 
round here; it is proof againſt the moſt intenſe froſt ; the 


balon for ſowing it is from the 1ſt to the 2oth May; it 
rota. MY nay either be tranſplanted as cabbage, or managed as field 


turnip, Potatoes were ſcarcely known 1n this country 40 


ip, or 

v oats i bears ago; they now afford the poor half their fuſtenance, 

much Wand generally appear at the tables of the rich; they are 
well known to be very proper food for horſes and other a- 


export nmals, and are ſometimes diſtilled into whiſky. Peaſe and 
s, and beans are much uſed, and generally ſown in drills ; they 
yen Ir hoed with the plough, and afterwards with hand hoes, 
7, and which renders them meliorating crops. The number of 
at v2 burſes in the pariſh is about 239; of cattle, 624 ; of aſſes, 


2; of wheel-carriages, 3. The plough generally uſed is 
"low. dt of Small's conſtruction, with a broad ſock and mold 
el board of Carron metal. Twenty or 30 years ago, the al- 
ant univerſal practice of the farmers of this pariſh was, to 
yen in Woke 2 horſes and 4 oxen in a plough; now, ploughs are 
generally drawn by 2 horſes, one ploughman managing 
dem; ſcarcely are any oxen ſeen in a plough.— There are 
even 70 and 80 ploughs, and about the ſame number of 
Vol. IX. | Oo Carts 5 
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cats; about; 49 years ago, few carts were uſed 3 in this coun- 
try; coals, victual and other articles, were at that period, 
and perhaps later, carried on horſeback ; corn, hay, manure, 
 &c. were driven with wains, drawn by 2 horſes and 2 oxen, 
The pariſh contains 63+ ploughgates, conſiſting of between 
40 and 50 acres each, ſo that the whole pariſh may be com. 
puted at upwards of 3000 acres arable, beſides 280 acres of 
links or ſandy plains, the haunts of rabbits, a ſpecies of x 
nimals, which, though deſtructive to corn, bring no ſmall 
profit to the proprietors ; they are extremely prolific, being 
 faid to have young 5 or 6 times in the year, 3 or 4 of the 
firſt litter, 5, 6, or 7, of the following ones. Property in 
land has changed much in this pariſh of late years. The 
value of land is rapidly increaſing ; farms let for 19 or more 
years, are generally raiſed one third, and the rents of 
| ſome are doubled within theſe few years; a farm of good 
land unincloſed, fit for the higheſt culture, is let from os. 
to 52s. a-acre; the beſt paſture, incloſures, &c. from 
L. 2 to L. 3 the acre. Thirty or 40 years ago, there was 
ſcarce a large farm in this country that had not a flock of 
ſheep; now there are very few ſheep in the country, ex. 
_ cepting thoſe in gentlemens incloſures, for family uſe; fine 
ſummer fallow, for the culture of wheat, and the clover 
and turnip ſyſtem for feeding cattle, were introduced, the 
farmers diſcontinued keeping flocks of ſheep *. The vn. 
lued rent of the * is L. 9509! Scots. — The real rent 


increaſed 


* Servants wages 8 are gradually 8 in this pariſh. The wages 
of a common labourer 6 or 7 years ago, were from 74d. to 10 d. a- 
now they are from 10d. to 15 d. The wages of men-ſervants hired for 
the year at the above period, were from L. 4 to L. 5; now they are 

from L.6 to L. 8, and their victuals. The wages of maid- ſervants at 
the ſame period, were from L. 1, 10s. to L. 2 Sterling, for the year; 
now they are in general from 4 2, 10 8. to L. 3. The wages of wrights 
or carpenters a-day, are 1s. 6d. in ſummer, and 18. 3d. in winte 
Of maſons the ſame. | £ 
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kk in proportion to that of other pariſhes in the 


neighbourhood. The air is wholeſome in general, though 

damp in ſome places; the people live to a good age; there 

are many who live beyond 80, and ſome beyond 90 years. 

There is a poor woman in this pariſh, who avers, that ſhe is 

more than 100 years old. This, however, is is not authenticated ; 
by our 3 Fi - . 


. ths; time of Dc v. ebſter⸗ 8 1 che 
number of ſouls was 2131; the number of the inhabitants 
at preſent is about 20130. There are 4 villages or ſmall 
towns. Colinſburgh contains about 357 inhabitants; Earlſ- 
ferry, about 350; Kilconquhar, about 258; Barnyards, 
about 198; the country part of the pariſh, about 8 50. 
There are 2 clergymen, one of the Eſtabliſhed Church, the 
other of the Relief Congregation. There are between 
boo and 700 ſectaries, adhering chiefly to the Preſbytery 
ot Relief, with ſome Burgher-ſeceders and {Independents ; 
tew of the Epiſcopal profeſſion, and no Roman Catholics. 
There are 13 proprietors of land, 5 refiding, and 8 non- 
reſidefit ; 1 writer, 11 merchants, 20 farmers above L 50 
rent, 10 innkeepers and brewers, 8 ſmiths, 89 weavers, 
23 tailors, 18 maſons, 21 ſailors, 3 butchers, 12 gardeners, 
46 ſhoemakers, 8 bakers including apprentices, 4 flax-dreſ- 
lers, 2 coopers, 5 millers, 2 tanners, with 1 clerk, and a 
currier, 6 ſaddlers, who are employed occaſionally in ſhoe- 
making. The apprentices and j Journeymen are included in 
the aumbers of the reſpective trades. 


Stipend, 
* Years, Baptiſms. Marriages. | Deaths. 
1783 $a Be 20 > 
175g 52 20 35 
1790 59 8 26 


1791 46 16 64 


| with a glebe ſaid to be more than 7 acres. There is one ef. 
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 Stipend, School, Poor — The fipend. 15 IO l 3 fr. 


1 it appe 
lots 3 pecks and 2 lippies barley, and L. 17 : 13: : 95 Sterling, 


tient C 
ſtroyec 
in the 
giſtrat 


bliſhed ſchoolmaſter with 200 merks of falary, a good 
ſchool-houſe, dwelling-houſe, garden, and a ſmall croft of land. 
The icholars are commonly between 30 and 40 in num. acting 

ber; 4 of whom are at preſent learning Latin. Two and forfeit 
Tometimes 3 teachers are employed by the inhabitants of MY parlia 
diſtant parts of this extenſive pariſh The number of poor try, t 
at preſent is 26.— They receive a monthly allowance, and ſums 

ſometimes oftener, from our public funds, according to er in 

their reſpective neceſſities. For theſe purpoſes and acci. 

dental caſes that occur, our weekly collections, and the li. 

beral aid of the heritors, with the intereſt of our ſtock, are dying 

generally ſufficient, without affecting the principal. There * 


are but 3 travelling poor in the pariſh, ; mY 
Annual income in 15996, | UL. 45 2 5 the t 
— rn nn 1791, . 34 FS. Ear 
! = 4 

| EO: | year 

Annual expenditure i in 1790, «Jl 43 x3 7 ſeu 
— — — 179, - 3: 8 o oft 
— 3 — 1792, TEE 5x 13 10 in tl 


The {mall income in 1791 was "_ to the vacancy in 
th. year. 


5 Renal Borough.—There is one Royal borough, Earls 
Ferry“. From a copy of a charter in the poſſeſſion of the 
_ magiſtrates, renewed in the year 1589 by King James, 

1 . 


* There is a tradition, that on account of the generous and obliging 

| attentions of the inhabitants of this town to the Earl of Fife, when he 
lay concealed in a cave in their neighbourhood, and particularly or ſer⸗ 
rying 
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fir. Wl it appears. its ctection into a royal borongh; is of very an- 
ing, MW cient date. The original charter is loſt, having been de- 
ela. froyed by a fire of the borough of Edinburgh, as ſpecified 
ood MI in the copy above mentioned. In this borough there are 3 ma- 
and, WI giſtrates, 15 councillors and a treaſurer, the oldeſt magiſtrate 
un. Wl :ing as provoſt. The election is annual and by poll. They 
and Ml forfeited their right of voting in the election of members of 
ts of WM Parliament, in common with ſome other towns in this coun- 
poor WE try, through their inability to pay their proportion of the 
and Wl ſums neceflary for defraying the expenſes of a commiſſion- 
g to er in Parliament lorke centuries ago 3 when * the anxiety 


acci. 23 „„ 
e li 1 ws 

, are ring him over the frith, at the hazard of their lives and liberties, while 
hers he was eſcaping from the cruelty of Macbeth, the Earl obtained from 


King Malcolm the following privilege in their favour, viz. That the per- 
ons of all who paſs the frith from Earl's Ferry in a veſſel belonging to 


4 the town, were declared inviolable, or ſafe from their purſuers, till they 
| were half ſea over. This, it would appear, is the origin of the name of 
E Earl's Ferry. There is one flovp, and a few [mall fiſhing-boats, belong- 
2 WK... 


ing to Earl's Feiry, Formerly there were 18 fiſhermen; but firce the 
year 1766, when 7 of them were lott in a ſtorm in one boat, only a very 


5 ſev are employed in fiſhing - ccaliunally.- here is in our records a copy 
* of the inſcription on Macduff's croſs, written in a e unknown 
) in this part of the an as follows: 


Maldraradrum dragos, maleria largia largos, 

FSpalando ſpados, five nig fig gnippite znaros, 

Lauria lauriſcos lauringen, lauria luſcos, 
Et Columburtos, et fic tibi curcia cartos 7 
Exitus et baradrum. ſive lim, five lam, five labrum ; 
Propter magidrum et huc oblatum, | 
Ampi ſmileridum, ſuper limpide, lampide, labrum. 


. . * . 42 - . . 

— LN . n 2 Wu E 3 1 
2 c tw re en as" Wt EE es Pe ies — 
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Part of the above inſcription has been tranſlated as follows : 


I King Malcolm Kenmore, grant to thee Macduff Earl of Fife, free 
liberty to puniſh all traytors that deiert, and troublers ot the peace, and 


free indemuity to thy own bin; "ou paying to the King nine cows 
ind a heifer,” 
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of our nen to obtain an exemption, was almoſt equal 
to the eagerneſs with which our eee lolici 2d. 
miffion 1 into Parliament *, . Ft 


Roc bs, Sn and 113 the welt of the Fart $ Fn 
is Kincraig- rock, remarkable for caves, which, though ons 
of them reſemble the works of art, are probably excayz. 

tions cauſed by the influx of the ſea. In one of them, Mae. 
du 8 cave, are ſome remains of a wall, which tradition 
fays, was built by Macduff, Earl of Fife, to defend hin 

from Macbeth, who, having murdered his couſiu King Dun. 
can, aſcended the throne of Scotland, and treated his ſub- 
| Jets with the cruelty of a tyrant. Macduff afterward fel 
into England, and encouraged Malcolm, fon to the late 
king, to return to Scotland and recover the throne of his 
anceſtors, —Macduft 's cave penetrates into the rock about 
200 feet, and the roof, being the | ſummit of the rock, 1s 
_ ſuppoſed to be at leaſt 160 feet high, forming a grand al. 
cove, projecting over the cave and the ſea at full tide— 
The ſtone of this rock is of excellent quality, ſuſceptible of 
fine poliſh, reſembling granite, or perhaps a ſpecies of it. Mr 
Gourlay, the late proprietor, had high offers made him, for 
liberty to quarry in it ſome years ago, when the ſtreets of 
London were paving ; but apprehenfive of the fall of ſome 
parts of the rock, and the loſs of ſome of the rich ſoil behind, 
which he ſuſpected might be the conſequence, he decline 
the offers. Coal is found in this rock too, which cannot 
be worked, as the ſea comes ſo cloſe upon it. There 3 
ſpecies of ſtone in this rock, which is ſuppoſed to be marble 
of the baſaltic kind; a ſpecimen of which is to be ſeen in 
Mrs Gourlay of Kincraig's cuſtody ; its colour is white, va 
riegated with blue, and it 1s finely poliſhed. There 158 
beautiful piece of water on the ſouth of the village 
| Kilconquhat, 
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Kilconquhar, commonly called Kilconquhar Loch, almoſt 
of a mile in length, and about x of a mile in breadth, 
This loch was originally called Redmire, from which much 
wel was got, as peat and turf. It had a drain weſtward to 
the ſea, There is a tradition here, that in the year 1624 or 
1625, the drain was filled up with ſand driven by a violent 
guſt of wind from the ſea, and that the water, thus ſtopped in 
its courſe, became a lake. Between 60 and 70 ſwans uſed 
greatly to enliven and adorn this loch; but they deſerted 
it about 20 years ago. There are 9 at preſent. In the 
boch are ſeveral ſmall iſlands planted with ſhrubs, formed 
for the uſe of the ſwans : they hatch in the month of May*. 


Country Seats.—There is a variety of beautiful country 
ſats in this pariſh, among which Balcarras is conſpicous, 
ftuated on an eminence, with a gentle declivity to the 

| e ſouth, 


* A ſpecies of birds called bald coots, are alſo on the loch in great 
numbers, refembling crows, but have longer legs; they make their neſts. 
on the flags, and hatch in May; and feed upon vermin in the mud. 
They left the loch, it is reported, about 4o years ago, and did not return 
2wain for ten years. Here are wild ducks; herald ducks, as they are call- 
ed here, (perhaps heron ducks), ſmaller than wild ducks, with a ſhorter | 
wing, red head, and gray variegated feathers; a ſpecies of duck called 
widgeon, ſomewhat leſs than the herald duck; and teals, ſmaller than 
theſe ducks. Theſe ducks appear on the loch in great abundance in 
ſummer, but leave it in winter. In the evening, they fly off in a body 
to the ſea, as is ſuppoſed, and return through the night. The only fihes 
in the loch are pikes and eels; of the former ſome weigh 14 lb. ſome 
161b. and are, ſome 36, ſome 38 inches long. There is a drain in the 
loch to the ſouth, where the cels are taken in an ark; they go to the ſea 
in autumn. Perches have been ſeen in the loch, but they are deſtroyed, 
it is thought, by the pikes.— The gray plover and fieldfare come hither 
in October, and leave us the beginning of March; the green plover, as 
it were by concert, comes to us in March, and leaves us in October. 
The lark, blackbird, thru ſp, with birds of almoſt every note and every 
feather, haunt a pleaſant wood of Sir John Anftruther's on the ſouth of 
Kilconquhar loch, where there are charming walks, adorned with flowers 
a ſhrubs, and lovely bowers. 
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| ſouth, commanding a noble view of the coaſt, and of ths 
frith of Forth; a pleaſant and grand object, beautifull 
winding round the coaſt, almoſt in a ſemicircular direQicn, 


often agreeably diverſified with ſhips of various burdens, 


| higheſt ſtate of cultivation. The late Earl of Balcarrs 
a nobleman diſtinguiſhed by the benevolence of his heart, 
the liberality of his ſentiments, and the uncommon extent 


of his knowledge, particularly in hiſtory and agriculture, 


craig a 
gotice, | 


exten fi: 


and ſometimes with fleets; North Berwick law, the Baſs, C - 
and the iſland of May, are alſo pleaſing and grand object 94 
from this charming villa, appearing as ſo many floating a 1 
iſlands and caſtles in the ſea. Balcarras commands an ex- 8 
tenſi ve proſpect on the ſouth of the frith likewiſe, com. ap 
prehending Edinburgh, with a great part of the counties of Hh 
| Lothian, Haddington, Berwick, &c. There is a beautiful * 4 
craig on the Eaſt of Balcarras-Houſe, riſing in the midſt of 75 
rich fields, from which the objects above mentioned ate 4 5 
ſeen to great advantage. Here alſo is an excellent quarry . 
for building. On the eaſt of the craig is a delightful den, eker 
about an Engliſh mile in length, enlivened by a ſtream of * 
water paſſing through the middle, whoſe rifing banks are * 
adorned with thriving trees of various kinds. The feather. W 
ed tribes ſeem proud of pouring forth their various melody 11 
in this pleaſant retreat, not inferior perhaps to the Tempe *M 
of ancient Theſſaly. Balcarras is no leſs fertile than beauti- I in cot 
ful, the fields are properly divided and incloſed, and in the gent 


ligen 
deaf, 
both 


was among the firſt that brought farming to any degree ot E 
perfection in this country. pari 
Hic, Ridet inter omnes ce! 
Angulus terre. 10 


It would exceed the bounds proper for an account of 
this kind to dwell on the beautiful ſituation, and elegant 


the 
Cae 


+ 


en 


manſion houſes of Kilconquhar, Newton, Lathallan, Kun. 
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i the qraig and Gresten the caſtle. of Rires merits particular 
* notice, ſituated on a high eminence, commanding a moſt 
Chon 


* nee where the great branches ſeparate from the trunk, 
7 fords a very agreeable ſeat, and ſhade in ſummer; and 


tradition ſays, that one of the hoſpitable proprietors, after 


rank, to drink out of wooden cups or bickers ripped with 
luver. < | 


Miſcellaneous Obſervations —There are 4 dumb people in 
this pariſh. One became dumb after he was 4 years of age, 


faculty of hearing in perfection, and is abundantly intel- 
deaf, occaſioned by a fever; two of one family have been 
larly —The common people in this and the neighbouring 
pariſhes, pronounce the diphthong 07 with a long and broad 


o diſtinction of ſound, between bo] and bow/. They uſe 


* end of a rock,” &c. 


Vol., IX. P p Advantages 


xtenſive view, and intended, it would appear, for a place 
of defence ; it is ſurrounded by a ditch yo fe t wide, 
whoſe depth cannot now be aſcertained with accuracy, by 
eaſon of the alterations time has made on the ground: 
No planting remains about it, excepting one remarkable 
tree, called the Bicker tree, meaſuring 14 feet round, 
nd its branches extending about 75 feet ; that part of the 


liberally entertaining his gueſts in the caſtle, was wont to 
conduct them to this tree, and give them an additional 
ticker there: In thoſe days, it was uſual with people of 


in conſequence of a ſtroke on the head : He enjoys the 
lgent and active. Another articulates a little, and is quite 
both deaf and dumb from their birth: All the 4 are abun- 
antly ſenfible and active, and attend public worſhip regu- 
xcent, giving it the ſound of ow, for inſtance, they make 


the Scots diale& ; ſome names of places are derived from 
Gaelic, as Balcarres, the town of ſheep,” Kincraig the 


AA AG * r 8 —_— 4 5 A ? 
WER 3 * 3.9 SAP. SR ls ec FO i . n o > nat N 5 . 5 1 — 1 
* 2 3 a6 Fa 3 7 — * 2 7 1 e 2 N ä 1 5 2 „Ae > Y F 99 „ "ms 
E E n n L TTC 7 W D ee 
C P ; . 2 — . 0 * r . * r n YO,» 
2 — S Wy — 


298 Statitca Account 
Hinge and Diſudvantages, te. — There is à cont. 
derable number of coal fields in this pariſh, which have, in 
great meaſure, ſerved the adjacent country for ſome cen. 
turies paſt, and afford coal of vations kinds, as hard, ſplent 
parret, and ſoft, known here by the name of cherry; and 
of a mixed nature, in many places; all generally good of 
their Kinds: The ſtrata are fubje& to many interruptions 
as is the caſe with moſt of the coal in the inland parts cf 
Fife, being often broken off, or thrown into different di. 
rections, by hitches as they are called, which are of very 
diff. rent thickneſſes, compoſed variouſly of heterogeneous 
materials; the coal ſtrata themſelves alſo differing in thick. 
neſs, quality, ſtricking, and declivity; ſeldom found to go 
much deeper than 39 fathoms from the ſurface ; wheres 
the coal ſtrata, cloſe by the ſea, both here, and in many o. 
ther parts of our iſland, are ſaid to run for miles, almoſt in 
the ſame direction, and of the ſame dimenſions. The 
coal fields in this pariſh that have been work ed are Bal. 
carres coal.—Kilbrackmont coal, the property of Mis Scott 
of Scotſtarvet.— South Falfield coal, the property of Mr 
Bethune of Blebo. The above mentioned coals are not work- 


ed at preſent, but might afford more coal, were engines 


erected, or mines driven deeper than formerly to carry of 
the water. — Reres coal, the property of Mr Bayne af 
Reres, worked by a mine, employs 6 men, a grieve, and 
overſman. The price of a cart load, 75 ſtone weight, Is 
28. 6d —Lathallan coal, the property of Major Lumſdaine 
of Lathallan, worked by a mine, affyrds both hard and ſoft 
coal, frequently of good quality; employs at preſent 8 col 
liers, 2 windlace-men, and a ſuperintendent. The price 0 
a cart load 75 ſtone weight, is 2 8. 2d.—Largo-Ward coal, 
the property of James Calderwood Durham, Eſq; of Largo, 
con ſiſts of many ſhort ſtrata, lying in tranſverſe directions, 


wor Fed 
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worked by a mine of 35 40 yards upwards of 2 miles long, 


produces hard and ſoft coal, generally of good quality, em- 
ploys at preſent 37 people for the various purpoſes, with 5 
2 grieves, and one overſman North Falfield coal, the pro- 
perty of the above deſigned Mr Durham, worked by a 
ſteam engine, erected in 1784, which drains two diſtin& 
coal fields, each conſiſting of 2 ſtrata, one of a mixed na- 


ture, about 5 feet thick, the other fine parret, in great re- 


queſt for the clear light it affords, and other properties: of 
theſe ſtrata the one is 9 feet thick for 60 yards, then gra- 


tually diminiſhing for about 60 yards, till it comes to 


; feet thick, where ſplent becomes perceptible, united to 


the parret on the pavement, the ſplent increaſing in an uni- 


form progreſſive manner, and the parret diminiſhing in the 
ame proportion, till its thickneſs becomes 4 feet, where 


the coal is cut off by a hitch of confiderable thickneſs, and 
leaves the pariſh. The other ſtratum is excellent parret, in 
ſome places ꝙ feet thick, but not uni form; the coal is always 


belt where it is thickeſt This colliery employs ſeldom leſs 


than 40, ſometimes more than 50 men, with one as grieve 
ad accountant, and another as engineer and overſman.— 
Conſumption of one year, at an average for 7 years paſt, is 
x follows: | 55 1 
Coals at 18 ſtone the load of the various kinds, 
Loads, e 457,572 
Yearly returns, EP — L. 1553: 1%: 114. 
The pits by which the greater part of the coal is put out, 
ie 54 or 56 yards deep. This muſt have been a colliery 
for a conſiderable time, as an account is to be ſeen in Lergo 


houſe of ſo many loads of parret coal, driven yearly from 


Falfield to Falkland, a diſtance not leſs than 10 miles, for 
tne uſe of King James VI. his own chamber. The 
| ciolliers 
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colliers of this pariſh are tolerably regular and induſii 


_ Fiſh,—Cod, ſkate, ling, turbot, and ſhell-fiſh of varicy: 
kinds are in great plenty on the coaſt in all the feaſons. Be 
ſides the great quantities ſold . here, many are ſent to the 
Edinburgh market; haddocks, for which our coaſt is fl 
mous, have deſerted us for ſome years paſt. Whales and 
grampuſes are {ſometimes ſeen here. The length of 'coaft 
waſhed by the ſea, belonging to this pariſh, is about 2 mile, 
all rock and ſand. The farmers; next the. coaſt have accel; 
to ſea-ware, which is excellent manure for raiſing harley, 
and to ſome kelp. The ſcarcity of, growing timber fo 
OY veendils, 15 a Amte to the, farmers, 


| "A be tle who dds. on 1 eſtates, 

contribute not a little to. the good order and happineſs of 
their tenants, and the other inhabitants of the pariſh ; being 
affable, humane, and hoſpitable to all around them, they ſe 
cure the affection, eſteem, and attachment of their depen- 
_ dents, and by employing a variety of tradeſmen and labour 
ers in the field, they are benefactors to many. They ate 
abundantly active, and public ſpirited likewiſe with reſpec 
to the improvement of roads. The farmers are intelligent 
ſenſible men in general, who, by means of their knowledge 
and induſtry, live comfortably, and ſeveral of them genteelly 
notwithſtanding the high. rents. The manufacturers and 
tradeſmen are generally induſtrious and regular. The peo 
ple of this pariſh are much improved i in point of ſobriety 
they are ſeldom ſeen in clubs i in public houſes, and inſtances 
of drunkenneſs are very rare; 30 or 40 years ago, public 
houſes were much frequented here by people of all ranks; 
in theſe days they drank much. brandy, and other ſpiritow 
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kiquors, which were not only deſtructive to health, but pro- 
ved fertile cauſes of intoxication and quarrels; now, not on- 
y gentlemen and farmers, but people of almoſt every de- 


ſcription, entertain their friends and acquaintances in their 


wn houſes, where they drink milder and leſs intoxicating. 
liquors, and in greater moderation ; the ſociety of the Te- 
male ſex, ſeouring decency, politeneſs, and agreeable con- 
viviality— The tradeſmen of the village of Kilconquhar 
make a ſine apperance on his Majeſty's birth-day ; ſo many 
handſome, genteel, well dreſſed young men, can hardly be 
muſtered in any other place of equal extent and population 


in the country: Perfect order, decorum, and loyalty, are 
manifeſt in every expreſſion, motion and countenance, du- 


nng the whole proceſſion and feſtivity.—Notwithſtanding 
the confuſions and diſorders we hear of in other parts of the 


country, it muſt afford high pleaſure to all lovers of order 
and of their country, to obſerve the inhabitants of this 
pariſh in general, ſenſible of the unparalleled happineſs we 
enjoy as members of a community, under the protection or 
the wiſe laws of our moſt excellent conſtitution, and the 


mild adminiſtration of our moſt gracious Sovereign, dwelling 
in peace and ſafety, in full and ſecure poſſeſſion of liberty 
and property, with none to make us afraid ; while we con- 
tinue, (according to the injunction of the wiſeſt of men, 
under the direction of Divine inſpiration) to fear God, to 
honour the King, and not to meddle with them that are gi- 
ven to change. 
3 
NOT E. 1 

| Diſeaſes —1. Febrile Diſeaſes.— Inflammation of the throat and 
breaſt, rheumatiſm, croup, eryſipelas, ſpitting of blood, conſumption of the 
lungs, catarrh, very common and frequent. Inflammation of the brain, 
bowels, liver and kidneys, not frequent. Gout and dyſentery, very un- 
common. Intermittent fever, very frequent formerly in the village or 


| / | Kilconquhar. 
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Kilconquhar. Continued fever, frequently endemic. Natura} fmall.pox 
and meaſles, epidemic from time to time. Inoculated ſmall-pox, ſew in. 
ſtances. 2. Nervous Diſeaſes. —Apoplexy, epilepſy, cholera morbus, 
not frequent. Pally, fainting, not unfrequent. Locked jaw, diabete: 
canine madneſs, no inſtance for 20 years paſt. Hooping cough, epidemie 
from time to time. Diarrhea, very frequent. Inſanity, one inſtance at 
preſent. 3. Cachectical Diſeaſes.—General dropſy, dropſy of the bel. 
| ly, ſcrofula, very frequent. Tympany, jaundice, not unfrequent, 
Dropſy of the brain and breaſt, rickets, uncommon. Atrophy, lues ve. 
nerea, ſcurvy, no inſtances.— 4. Local Diſcaſes.--Iliac paſſion, ſuppref. 
- fion of urine, not frequent, Hernia, abortion, not uncommon. Flooding, 
frequent. Gangrene, rare. Cancer, very rare. Aneuriſm, no inſtance, 
. Anomalous Diſeaſes.— Caſualties, drunkenneſs, few inſtances, 
Dentition, frequent. Gravel and ſtone, pretty frequent. Worms, ven 
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NUMBER XX. 
PARISH or MUCKART, 


(County or PERTH, SYNOD OF PERTH AND STIR- 
LING, PRESBYTERY OF AUCHTERARDER.) 


By the Rev. Mr AxpRzw G1BS0N. 


Name, Extent, Soil, Climate, &c. 


UcKART, was anciently written Mucard, and is ſaid 


Ard, the firſt ſignifying © a wild boar,” the laſt ** high,” or a 
eight. It is probable, that it derives its name in conſe- 
(uence of that part of the Ochil hills which is ſituated in 
the pariſh, having been formerly infeſted by the wild boar, 
a animal which for this century paſt has been unknown 


j miles in length, from E. to W. and between 2 and 3 in 
dreadth, from N. to S. containing about 4 5 oo acres of land, 
zoo of which are arable, and 1500 hill ground, fit only 
or paſture. The ſoil is moſtly of a light and gravelliſh na- 
ture, and a ſmall part of clay. The weſt part of the pariſh, 
Going to Dollar, the loweſt lying of which is upwards 
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to be compounded of two Gaelic words, uc and 


n Scotland. The pariſh is of a triangular form. It is about 


of 
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of 60 feet above the level of the ſea, produces very pong 
_ oats, barley, and peaſe. The middle and eaſt part, which 
is between 500 and 600 feet above the level of the fe, 
produces the ſame kinds of grain, but of a much inferior 
quality. There have been of late ſeveral trials made of 
ſowing wheat in the pariſh, which have ſucceeded indifſe. 
rently well in the weſt part of it; but i in the eaſt part, the 
ground is too high, light and filly for it. Almoſt the 
whole foil, being ſandy and dry, is well adopted for the cul. 
ture of potatoes and turnip, though hitherto few of the lat 
have been in uſe to be ſown.” They now begin to be ſome. 
what more frequently raiſed than formerly. The climate, 
in general, is ſharp and cold, owing to the hi ghneſs of the 
ſituation; but it is more mild and temperate in the well 
part of the pariſh, where the ground lies low, than in the 
_ eaſt part of it, where it is high. The difference is percep- 
tible at all ſeaſons of the year, but eſpecially in winter, in 
times of froſt and ſnow.—As the pariſh lies along the fort 
of the Ochils, it is frequently covered with fogs and miſts, 
owing to its vicinity to theſe hills; and to the ſame cauſe, 
it is perhaps more ſubject to rains, than places at a greatet 
| diſtance from the hills. The inhabitants, however, are fe. 
markably healthy, and a conſiderable proportion of them 
live to an advanced age. There is at preſent one woman, 
aged 88; and there were lately living in one houſe, at tie 
fame time, a huſband, his wife, and his fiſter, all above $4. 
No local diſtempers are prevalent. Rheumatiſm ſeems t0 
be more common than any other. ig 5 


Hin. Re &c.—Beſides the Blairhill and Lawhill, 
there 1s a part of the ridge of the Ochils in the pariſh, 
The one at the back of the kirk called Sea male, is about 
1350 feet above the level of the ſea; but it does not ſeem 


to be 11 fo W vs a height, owing to its ariſing from an ele- 
| vated, 


hill, 
ariſh. 


about 
ſeem 
ele 
ated, 
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vated baſe... Theſe hills are | beautiful and green, and are ex- 
cellent paſture for ſheep. The tops of them are moſtly 
covered with bent, and ſome of them with heath. The 
river Dovan runs S. E. along the N. E. part of the pariſh 
to the Crook, where it turns round a ſmall point of land, 
changes its courſe from E. to W. and runs W. along the 
ſouth fide of the pariſh, interſecting it near the weſt end, in 
one place, and cutting off to the ſouth fide one farm or 
plough of land. The Dovan abounds with burn trout of 
an excellent flavour, of a darkiſh colour, with red ſpots ; 
and there is alſo ſalmon that come from the Forth, as far 
up as the Cauldron lin, but they have not been able to get 
above it. There is no town, and ny one imal ern of in 
the pariſh, . 


Popalation—Acddring to Dr Webſter's report, the 
numbers then were 535.—There are at preſent 140 families : 
and 526 perſons in the pariſn.— Of theſe there are 


Under 10 years of age, 128 Of Burgher Seceders, 10 


Between 10 and 20, 119 Of Cameronians, 3 
20 and 5o, 173 Male ſervants, 38 
— 509 and 70, 89 Female ſervants, | 33 
- 70 and 100, 17 Wrighs, 6 
Males, — 2 PEN | 239 Maſons, e 5 - 6 
Females, TS wh 287 : Blackſmiths, — 4 
Married perſons, 192 Weavers, 5 23 
Widowers, = 6 Tailors, + — 
Widows, - 17 Shoemakers, — 6 
Bachelors who keep houſe, 4 Fleſher, <- - x- 
Of the Eſtabliſhed _ Surgeon, 3 
nen,, 264 Antiburgher miniſter, 1 
Of Antiburgher Sece- Miniſter of the Eita- 
ders, - 249 bliſhed Church, L 
Vor. IX. 24 Table 
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Table of he births and aig fince the 1786, and 4 
the wah in the 1791 and e 5 


Years. birke, = Deaths. Marriages. 


17 % ann 4 

„ e . Que 1 9 

e 0 4 

17790, 1 © 5 
1%, IS; 7 4 
1792, 14 8 OP 


Agriculture, Oe . valued rent of the pariſh f Is 
L. 2161: 13: 4 Scots. — The real rent was lately eſtimated 
in a rental given in to the Court of Teinds, in a proceſs of 
augmentation of ſtipend, at L. 1089 Sterling. There are 

38 proprietors of land, 21 of whom reſide. The greateſt 
number of theſe have from L. 5 to L. 50 Sterling a- year; 
a few have from L. 50 to L. 80; and only two are worth 
above L. 199. Of theſe, the one was eſtimated in the ren- 
tal before mentioned at L. 115, and the other at L. 120 a 
year. The lands belonging to the non-reſiding heritors are 
farmed moſtly by tenants, but the greateſt part of the re- 
fiding heritors occupy their own lands, which they labour 
chiefly themſelves, with the aſſiſtance of their children, a 
few of them having, beſides what they poſleſs themſelves, 
ſome ſmall pendicles let to tenants. The ground that i: 
incloſed is commonly let yearly by public roup ſome time 
in the month of April, for that ſeaſon, in ſeparate inclo- 
ſures, for the purpoſe of grazing ; ; which generally brings 
a better rent to the proprietor than could be made by til 
lage. A conſiderable part of the lands in the pariſh is in- 
cloſed, but the greateſt part is ſtill open, and in a natural 
ſtate. Some of the proprietors are not ſufficiently ſenfible 


of the advantages of incloſing, and do not ſeem to aſpire 
| at 


of Muckart. 1 


it any thing farther than to trade i in the Sethe of cheir 
predeceſſors 3 if they can attain this, their ambition carries 


them no higher. Beſides, though they had a proper ſenſe 


of the advantages 0 of incloſing, the ſmalineſs of the poſleſ- 
ſions of many of them, and their being in the cuſtom of 
maintaining families upon them, however ſmall, renders 
it difficult for them to ſpare money for this uſeful purpoſe. 


To this may be added, that the whole lands in the pariſh 
are thirled to Muckart mill, and liable to pay a heavy 
multure. All which may be confidered as hindrances to 


improvements 1n agriculture. The number of horſes, black 
cattle, and theep, cannot be aſcertained with preciſion. As 
the incloſed farms are annually let for the purpoſe of gra- 
zing, the numbers are conſtantly varying > but it is com- 


puted, that there are uſually about 140 horles, 620 black 
'cattle, and 320 ſheep in tlie pariſh, The reaſon why there 


are ſo few ſheep, is, that a great part of the hill ground is 
incloſed with lone fences that are ſufficient for black cattle, 


but not for ſheep, and therefore black cattle are moſtly 
peanrey on the hills. : 


Stipend, School, YE £c.—The archbiſhop of St An- 


drew's was originally patron of the pariſh, and titular of 


the tithes. The King is now patron. The ſtipend is 
L. 44: 8: 033 Sterling, with a manſe and a glebe of about 
10 aeres. A” proceſs of augmentation is now depending. 
Beſides the Eſtabliſhed Church, there is an Antiburgher meet- 
ing: houſe. There is one eſtabliſhed ichoolmaiter, who has 
L. 199 Scots of ſalary, and about L. 16 Sterling of intereſt 
of money, mortified by different perſons for tlie behoot of 
the ſchoolmaſter. Beſides this, he has a right to a ichool, 
ichool-houſe, and garden, by another mortiſication, which 
tie heritors are obliged to keep in repair, otherwiſe they 
forfeit the benefit of it; The v hole, with the profits of 
the 
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: the ſchool and. other emoluments, may be eſlimated abour 
* 36 Sterling. The average of the ſcholars is about 36.— 
As there are few opulent, ſo there are not many poor in the 

| pariſh, who are under the neceſſity of living upon charity. 

They do not, at an average, exceed 6, and the intereſt of 

the funds mortified for the behoof of the poor, with the 
T collections at the church door, are ſufficient to maintain 
them. Theſe added e make about L. 18 Sterling 
a-year *s | 


Natural Curio/ities—The Rumbling Bridge is built is x 
hollow over the river Dovan, between the pariſhes of Myc. 
kart and Fofſaway, It conſiſts of one arch of 22 feet in ſpan 
and 12 in breadth. At this place there was originally a bridge 
of wood. The preſent ſtone one was built about the year 
1713, by one William Gray, a native of the pariſh of de. 
line. It is over a narrow chaſm that ſeems to have been 
worn through the rock by the river, about 86 feet deep. 
To look over the bridge down to the river is awful. In 
Tome places the waters are ſcarcely viſible, when there is 
no flood in them, having a concealed courſe below the 
rocks, through which they have wern a paſſage. In o- 
_ thers, they are ſeen guſhing among the ſtones with great ra. 
pidity. The rocks on the ſides in many places project over 
one another. At beth ends of the bridge, and at various 
parts on the face of the rocks, are trees and buſhes, where 
daws and hawks have their neſts, and from which they 
are often fying k forth. Ihe whole furniſhes a moſt ro- 
mantic 


* Public houſes. —There are 3 public houſes, whoſe employment ariſes 
chiefly from ſtranger travellers, and from the drivers of coals from Blairn- 
gone and Dollar to Strathern. As the greateſt part of their buſineſs, 
flows from perſons of the above deſcriptions topping to refreſh themſelves 
and tlcir horſes, and not from the inhabitants of the place, they hays 30: 
nuch influence upon the morals of the people. 
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mantic ſcene.— A little hi gher up is the De'ils Mill, a 
name taken from the ſimilarity there is between the place 
and a grinding mill. Here the river, after running by a 
quick deſcent, between rocks in a narrow courſe for ſome 
time comes into a kind of baſon formed in the roek ; out 
the WI of which the water falls about 14 or 15 feet among the 
an WJ ſtones, making a dreadful noiſe; reſembling the noiſe of the 
ing Wl bapper and clap of a mill. There are ſeveral conjec- 
tures about what is the cauſe of the clap that is heard. 
Some think it is occaſioned by the river's falling on a large 
n ſtone ſuſpended between the rocks, and ſtriking againſt 
uc. them by means of the force of the waters; others, that it 
pn is owing to the air's being carried down by the falling of 
doe WW the water into a vacuity below the rocks, and cauſing a 
ear Wl clap, by regularly burſting out as it is condenſed. — 
80. The Cauldron Linn, which is about a mile below the 
cen WW Rumbling Bridge, exhibits a ſtill more romantic ſcene. 
ep. Wl At a diſtance is heard the noiſe of the falls of water, and 
In Wl of the river running by a quick deſcent among the ſtones 
eb WT vith great rapidity, in a confined courſe, through which it 
the Wi has to force its paſſage. The noiſe increaſes as you come 
| 0- nearer to the place, which you do not ſee till you are upon 
1a. it. The firſt thing that ſtrikes the eye, are the high rocks 
ver on the ſides of the river, through which it appears to have 
ous Wl worn its way. Theſe rocks are ſome of them perpendicu- 
lar, and others project over the river and almoſt meet. 
They are on both ſides nearly of an equal height, and on a 
level; but as there are two caſcades, they are much higher 
from the ſurface of the water below the ſecond caſcade, 
and even above it, than they are from the ſurface of the 
water above the firſt. At the firſt caſcade, the river, after 
a ſhort fall, lights on rock hollowed in a curious wonderful 
manner, into deep cavities of different forms and fizes ; 
molt of which are of a cylindric farm, open on one ſide, 
or 
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inhabit 
geighb 


or of a ak form like cauldrons. Oi of theſe | 
"much larger than the reſt, over Which the rock on the ſouth 
gde of the tiver is a little projected. In this cavity o 


cauldron, the water ſeems as if it were always bolhg Roa 

round, having a thick brown or yellow ſcum on the to {ſe on 

"owing to its great agitation, bearin 8 a ſtriking reſemblane Perry 

to the working of malt liquor in a large brewing veſrſ: R 

From this the name of Cauldron Linn is taken. A lu brdge: 

farther down is the ſecond and great caſcade, where the Hd Fe 

ver hath worn its way through the rock, and when there way 

no flood in the water, it runs below a beautiful arch of n the 

lid rock; but this arch muſt in time be carried away by from | 

the violence of the current, or be undermined by the wen ſo! gre 

ing of the water. The height of this fall to the ſurface d and c: 
the water, where it drops, is about 44 feet; and the height nent | 
| from the top of the fall to the top of the rocks is about ad, 
when « 


feet; ſo that the whole height of the rocks from the to 
to the ſurface of the water below the fall, is about 88 fee 

Below this caſcade the rocks widen conſiderably, and in 
= the clifts on the face of them, the daws and hawks build 
their neſts. Beneath the rocks there is a fleep brae« 
1 both ſides, covered with trees and buſhes, through whit 
there is a foot-path to the edge of the river, from whi! 
there i is an excellent view of the great caſcade. 


Coal and Lime. e are both coal 8 lime in dife 
rent parts of the pariſh ; but for ſome time paſt, neither d 
theſe hath been wrought to great extent. The whole ch 
In the pariſn belongs to the Duke of Argyle, who, a5 fl 
perior, has a privilege of working coal in any part of 1 
feuars lands, upon his paying ſurface damages. I his pf 
vilege, and alſo the lime rock in the lands of Mucker 
mill, belonging to his Grace, are let to a Company, io 
are only working the lime at preſent, for which they has 


much greater demands than they are able to anſwer. 11k 
inhabia08 


ſe | 
ſouth 
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olling 
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8 at Blairn gone and Dollar. 


Roads and pb 00 roads run PAIR the pariſh ; 


of n the road from Queen' s Ferry to Strathern, a little north 
ay HM om Blairngone. As this laſt is a very public road, it is 
wear ef great importance that it be made as eaſy for travellers 


ace dl 
height 
out 4 
he to 
8 feet 
and it 
build 


Tae Ol 


road, that it may be put and kept in proper repair, which, 
nden done, mult be of great advantage to the public. 


Which 
which 
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esd are applied with cont from the coal pits in the | 


je one from Kinroſs to Stirling; the other from Queen 8 
Ferry to Strathern, by Blairngone ; ; and there are, beſides 
the Rumbling Bridge formerly mentioned, other three 
bridges over the Dovan, between the pariſhes of Muckart 
nd Foſlaway 3. one, on the road near the old manſe of Foſ. 
way; one on the road from Kinroſs to Stirlin g; and one 


nd carriages as poſſible. Accordingly, an act of Parlia- 
ment hath lately been obtained for making it a turnpike 


„ 
— — * M2 n Wen -NR 0 22 1 Sar 4 40 * eee 2 2 . r — ONES 1 WER 
I ERAS IDE OS I NNE RL ED I Fr Worn ire LI 2 2 SE. > bats PO . I 
„ n K a C 8 ' a * EE 5 3 | 2 0 
” Ls, by ge TE >. LE I "FE ria, wh BEE ee I Mae Org 


. eree, 


312 Statiſtica! Account 


PARISH or TO NGLAND, . 


(Couxrr or Kuster SYNOD OF Guulonn, 
Fagsprrzxr OF Denen. 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM Romy. 


Name, Extent, $ urface, Soil, and Climate. 


1 * ancient writings, the name of this pariſh is ſpelled 
Tungland, and in modern, Tongueland and Tongland. | 
know of no derivation from which it hath received thisname. 
Probably it may have got the appellation from its external 
ſhape, reſembling a human tongue, as it lies bounded by the 
river Dee and the water of Tarff ; but this derivation is gl- 
ven as a probable conjecture only. It is from N. to S. be- 
tween 7 or 8 miles long, and in breadth from 3 to 4 miles 
from E. to W. In the ſouth end of the pariſh it is only 
about 2 miles, or 14 miles in breadth. The ſurface, in ths 
ſouth end of the pariſh, conſiſts of a long ridge of tug 
ground, running from S. to N. with a gradual declivity 


the river Dee on the E, and the water of Tarff on the - 
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In 7a north 1 it is rocky and mooriſh, interſperſed with 
ciing ground, ſmall hills, moſs, and valley land, and ſpots 
of natural meadow ground. In the weſt fide of the pariſh, 


and upon each fide of the water of Tarff, there is a conſi- 


derable quantity of fine natural meadow ground, which 
yields large crops of hay, but in wet ſeaſons is much dama- 


ged by floods. The foil of the pariſh is good in general, 
and conſiſts of a confiderable variety. In the ſouth end of 


the pariſh it conſiſts of a fine red mould, upon a rocky and 


tilly bottom, but of a fertile nature, and agrees remarkably 
well with gentle rains in ſummer, In the middle of the 
pariſh, in ſome places, it is a mixture of ſand upon a peb- 


bly bottom, which agrees ill with dry ſeaſons. In the 


north end it conſiſts of moſſy ſoil, upon a ſtony bottom, 


and is naturally barren, and more ſuited for paſture than 


agriculture. There are, however, a number of arable ſpots 


interſperſed, which yield luxuriant crops, when manured 
with lime. The mooriſh ſoil, covered with heath and bent- 
iſh graſs, affords good paſture for ſheep and black cattle. 
The ſouth end, and middle of the pariſh, in general, is of a 
fertile ſoil, and excellently ſuited either for the purpoſes of 


zgriculture, or breeding and rearing of black cattle and 


ſheep. In many parts of the north end, the ſoil is mooriſli 
ad unfruitful, being interſperſed with rocky ground. — 
The air is pure, dry, and very wholeſome. There are no 
lagnating lakes, and little low or marſhy ground. The 
nvers produce a conſtant and free circulation of air. 
The inhabitants are healthful, and ſubject to no local diſ- 
ales peculiar to the place. The inoculation of the ſmall- 


pox has made rapid progreſs of late years, among all e 
ad is attended with its uſual ſucceſs. 
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Preſent State of Agriculture and Improvement — The in. enab 
provement and cultivation of land have made a rapid pro. high 
greſs in this pariſh of late years. The induſtry of the hul. roulk 
bandman, which lay long buried in a ſtate of indolence, is mod 
now rouſed from its profound lethargy, and awakened to this 
the moſt active exertions. Ancient prejudices are remo- pre 
ved, and the face of this pariſh is almoſt totally changed of {Ml ibe 
late, with reſpect to the mode of the management and culti. Carl 
vation of the ſoil. The lands are now incloſed with ſtone The 


fences, and the ſeveral farms ſubdivided by ſtone fences, ditches, port 
or hedges, ſuited to the nature of the different ſoils. The the 1 


' farmers are now convinced of the great benefit of different Wl plou 
kinds of manure; and in proportion to their different abi. ule 
| lities, are active in the improvement of their farms. The and 
indulgent ſpirit of the proprietors in giving the farmer ng 
ſuitable encouragement, would ſoon bring agriculture to x and 
high degree of improvement. The farmers have lately al- com 
moſt altogether changed. that wretched mode of manage- The 
ment, in which their anceſtors had obſtinately perſevered huſb 
for many centuries. This will appear in the cleareſt man- ſtate 
ner, from a ſtate of this pariſh, and the mode of managing pref 
the land about 60 or 70 years ago, different from the pre. noth 
ſent, as afterward will be pointed out. The firſt openings men 
the great advantage of incloſing, ſubdividing, and improving Up0! 
land here, took their riſe from the example and active exer- dam 
tions of the late John Dalyell, Eſq; of Barncroſh, and to 2 
proprietor of land in this pariſh. He was the firſt who di indy 
covered and made uſe of marl. By this manure, he railed, goo 
upon the pooreſt land, the moſt luxuriant crops of different corn 
kinds of grain, to the aſtoniſhment of all the country a to tl 
round. He meliorated the ſoil, and raiſed the fineſt crop cour 


of natural and artificial graſſes of different kinds. He gabe mer 
the firſt example of amending the breed of horſes, black 


cattle, and ſheep. The Paſture being improves he wi 
enable 
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enabled to breed the beſt cattle, and fatten them in the 
higheſt degree for the butcher, His example and ſucceſs, 
192 rouſed the gentlemen and farmers to begin and purſue his 
mode, and raiſed an uncommon ſpirit of improvement in 
100 this place. The farmers having exhauſted the marl, im- 
rove the land now with lime from England, imported at 
I of the harbour of Tongland, at the rate of 18. and 18. 1 d. the 
ld. Carliſle buſhel, which is equal to about 3 Wincheſter buſhels. 
They make uſe of ſea-ſhells as a manure, which they im- 
fa port at the ſame harbour, at the rate of 18. 6d. and 18. 8d. 
The the ton. They uſe light ploughs of the Englith form, and 
plough their land with 2 horſes, without a driver. They 
*. uſe 3 horſes, with a driver, in ploughing the «i furrow, 
he and in {tiff and ſour land. They lay out their land by ſow- 
VE ing rye-graſs and clover, which produce good crops of hay, 
01 and form a rich paſture for feeding their cattle. They are 
al. coming gradually into the cuſtom of uſing green crops. 
ge. The greateſt obſtacle to the preſent ſpirited exertion of the 
red huſbandman, is the very high rent of land in its natural 
an- ſtate, and the great expenſe of procuring manure. In the 
preſent ſeaſon therefore of induſtry, and ſpirited exertion, 
nothing can be more hurtful and impolitic to the improve- 
ment of agriculture, than the proprietors of land raiſing it 
upon the tenants to a racked rent in its natural ſtate. This 
damps the ſpirit of induſtrious tenants, throws them in- 
to a ſtate of deſpair, and deprives them of all the means of 
induſtry and improvement. It is to be hoped, that the 
good ſenſe, and benevolent ſpirit of the gentlemen in this 
corner, will prevent them from falling into an error ſo fatal 
to the ſucceſs of agriculture, and to the general good of the 
country, The induſtrious farmer, in the ſcale of ſociety, 
merits due encouragement from the proprietors of land in 


every well n ſtate. It is to be hoped, that their 
intereſt 
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316 Statiflical Account 
: ien in | this reſpeA will never be loſt view of by their 
ſuperiors. 


Produce of Land in | Agriculture and . Ge —The 
land 1 in this pariſh is well ſuited for both. The farmers 
raiſe excellent crops of oats, barley and bear, from the im. 
proved land. There is little wheat, peaſe or rye ſown, a; 
they are not deemed ſo ſuitable for the ſoil. As the foil i; 
| thin, they find wheat 1s a great impoveriſher. They plant 
great quantities of potatoes, in the drill form, which thrive 


well, and make ample returns to them for their labour, 


Excellent crops of barley and bear are raiſed from the po. 
tato ground the enſuing ſeaſon. Good crops of rye. gra 
and clover are raiſed, when the improved land is laid out 
for paſture. There is no fixed rotation of crops obſerved 
by the farmers, but every one varies his practice, according 
to his particular taſte, and the nature of the ſoil. There 
are confiderable quantities of natural meadow ground in 
different places, particularly on each fide of the water of 
Tarff, and great quantities of meadow hay are produced 
from them every year. The hay on the Tarff is reckoned 
of an inferior quality, from being much ſanded by fre- 
quent inundations in rainy ſummers. When it is cut, 
great quantities of it are carried down the water by ſudden 
falls of rain. There 1s little flax produced, except what 
the farmers make uſe of for their families ; many parts, 
however, are well ſuited for this article. The farmers 
breed a conſiderable number of young cattle every year. 
The late improvement of the land has greatly improved 


their paſture grounds, which enables them to keep more 


cows, and to feed them better. Their young cattle thrive 
well in general, and numbers keep them out in the fields 
in winter before they are a year old, and feed them with 
firaw and hay. Their cattle are of the Galloway kind, 
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nd are much coveted in England by the graziers, from 
heir ſhape, and being eafily fattened. They in general 
have no horns, and for that reaſon are the more coveted 
by the cattle-dealers. Their beef is reckoned uncommon- 


y tender, delicate and juicy, and is much prized in the 


Norfolk and London markets. They have paid great at- 
tention of late, in the choice of their cows and bulls, to 
have them of the moſt approved make and ſhape. There 


ire ſome of the Bakewell breed of cattle introduced here 
of late years. They breed excellent horſes for the draught, 


which are reckoned hardy in enduring labour, both in 
plonghing and carting. The north end of the pariſh being 
mooriſh, anſwers well for ſheep-paſture. The ſheep are of 
the black faced kind, are hardy, and endure the winter- 


forms. The farmers in the ſouth end, and middle of the 
parih, Keep only a few ſheep of the Bakewell and Cully 
ſpecies for the uſe of their families, and a few of them for 
ſale. The paſture being good, they thrive well. There 


are none of the Spaniſh breed here; but ſome of them are 
introduced into the neighbourhood by Lord Daer, a young 
nobleman, who pays uncommon attention to every ſpecies 


of improvement that can be uſeful to the country, both in 
agriculture, manufactures and roads. Some hogs are pro- 


duced, both for ſale and for home conſumption. There are 
nearly about 1200 black cattle, of which are about 220 
milk cows, and the remainder, cattle of different ages, from 
one to 4 years old. The yell cattle * vary in numbers ac- 


cording to the ſeaſons of the year. In ſummer they keep 


more, and in winter fewer. Their yell cattle are fed out 
of doors in the winter ſeaſon with ſtraw and hay. The 
milk cows are houſed. There are in whole about 129 
horſes of different ages, and about 790 ſheep of the differ- 
ent kinds, and between 80 and 9o hogs of different ages. 
There are 35 ploughs, and 58 carts employed for the pur- 
poſes 


Cattle not giving milk. 
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poſes of e leading manure, brin ging home * 


85 and exporting the profiges 3 in n and Potatoes 95 


ata Fan The valued rent in the 8 of the 
county is L. 2815 : 6 : 8 Scots. The real rent now paid is 


| nearly about L. 2680, 5 8. Sterling, and is ſtill riſing, upon 


the giving new leaſes to the tenants. The land is let at 
various rates the acre, according to its richneſs and tertility, 
from 58. to 108. 128. 158. and ſome rich ſpots at L. I the 
acre, without any allowance for manure. Some of the 
| land is thought to be very dear, and other parts moderate, 
as is the general caſe in every pariſh. It requires great in 
duſtry and good management in the tenants to be able to 
pay the preſent rents in general. The farms for the moſt 
part are large, paying from L. 60 to L. 1 50 and L. 190 
8 Sterling of yearly rent; ſome few at L. 1 5, L. 20 and L. 35 

Sterling. There was a ſtagnation in the rent of land about 
the middle of the American war; but ſince its conclufion, 
land has riſen rapidly, both in its price and yearly value. 
The farms are large, and what was let about 4o or 50 years 
ago in runrig, to 4, 5, and 8 tenants, is now let to one te- 
nant in e 1. 


Population 


* Seed-time and Harveſt, —This pariſh conſiſts of dry and thin land, 
which produces an early ſeed-time and harveſt. In dry ſprings, the ſeed- 
time begins about the middle of March, and the fowing of corn 1s finiſhed 
dy the middle of April. Barley and bear are ſown about the latter end of 
April, and beginning of May. Potatoes are planted in the month df 
May. Bear and barley harveſt begins about the middle of Auguſt. Corn 
| harveſt begins, in general, the beginning of September, and is finiſhed 2. 
bout the end of that month. The harveſt is a little later f in ſome moorill 
places, in the north end of the pariſh. 


| 1 Price of Labour and Proviſions -=The price of labour bas increaſed 
zreatly of late. An able-bodied ſervant man, ſuited for the labour of 3 


farmer, receives L. g 115 L. 10 Sterling a- year, with his victuals. Ser. 
vat 
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pulation was then 537. By a careful ſurvey in 1992, 


the number of the inhabitants, old and young, amounts 


to 520. It is generally believed that population has 
decreaſed within theſe 40 or 50 years paſt. Of the 
above number, there are 249 males and 271 females. 
The record of baptiſms before the 1769 had received 


no kind of attention. The average of baptiſms and 
marriages, hath been 1 3 baptiſms, and 8 or 9 marriages = 
yearly, fince the 1769. There has never been a record of 
burials kept. The letting of large farms tojone tenant, 
which were formerly ler to 4, 6, and 8 tenants, muſt be an 
obvious cauſe of depopulation, joined with the late erection ; 


vant women receive L. 3 and L. 4 Sterling a-year, with their victuals. 
The men receive L. 1, 5s. and L. 1, 10s. Sterling, and ſome more, for the 


labour of the harveſt, with victuals. Women receive L. 1 and L. 1, 5s. 
Sterling, for the harveſt, with victuals. In ſummer, common labourers, 
18. and Is. 2 d. a-day, without victuals; and 8 d. 9d. and 10d. with = 


victuals; in winter, 10 d. without, and 7 d. with victuals. Good mow- 
ers of hay, 1 s. 6 d. and 1 8. 8 d. without, and 15. and 1 8. 2 d. with vic- 
tuals. Maſons and carpenters, 1 8. 8 d. and 1s. 9d. without, and 1s. 
and I's. 2 d. with victuals. Tailors, 8 d. and 9d. a-day, with victuals. 
The farmers, of late years, find much difficulty in finding labourers at 
the above high wages, which bears hard upon them, and renders the la- 
bour of agriculture very expenſive. This is owing of late to the intro- 
duction of the cotton manufacture, which occupies great numbers, who 


formerly were engaged in the labour of agriculture, —The price of oat- 


meal is generally, in fruitful ſeaſons, about 1 s. 6d. and 1s. 9d- the 


ſtone, which is equal to 2 pecks of Linlithgow meaſure. Potatoes are 1 s. 
and 18. 4 d. the peck. In the years of ſcarcity, 1782 and 1783, the price 


of meal was high, but there was ſtill plenty of it in this corner; owing, 
in a great meaſure, to the early ſeaſon of the harveſt in this and ſome of 
the neighbouring pariſhes. The price of beef is generally 3 d. and 34 d. 


the pound, Engliſh weight; and mutton and lamb, 2 d. 24 d. and z d. | 


the pound, ditto weight ; pork, at 2 d. and 24 d. the pound, ditto weight. 
Freſh beef and mutton is generally high priced in the ſpring. Butter is 


6d. andy d. the pound, Engliſh; and cheeſe, 24 d. and 3d. the pound, 
ditto weight, Theſe prices may all of them be reckoned reaſonable, con- 
hdering the high rent of land, and the high wages paid by the farme: 
for every article of labour, in the management of his farm. 


Population According to Dr Webſter s report, the po- 
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of villages, and the introduction of the cotton- manufacture 


into various parts of this neighbourhood. But the above the 1 
are only arguments for a local, not a general depopulation brid 

in this corner; as the additional population in towns and the 

in villages, compenſate for any * deficiency | in a parti. rock 
5 cular par: of the country. % Len ing 
awh 


"Ro , and Salmon-Fi, PYRO —The water of Tarff runs beat 
in a direction from N. to S. through the weſt fide of the oven 


pariſh, and forms a junction with the river Dee at the Ab 
fartheſt S. point of it. It takes its riſe from a lake called grat 
Lochwhinnock, in the pariſh of Girthon. It abounds with Ind. 
trout and pike, and in the ſummer and harveſt there are ave! 
ſea · trouts, called herlings, and grilſe and ſalmon, which rem 
run up into it from the ſea. In floods it affords good ſport rive 
for the angler. Its banks, in ſome parts, are adorned with tall: 
natural wood, and fine natural meadow- ground. There ture 
are two bridges upon it, one about the middle of the pa- Mu 
Tiſh, where the military road from Carliſle to Port Patrick pol 
crofles it, and another farther S. near its extremity, where bou 
it joins with the river Dee, and where there is a harbour fall 


for ſhipping. Here there is a great quantity of lime and 
ſea-ſhells imported every year tor manure, during the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon. The river Dee runs on the eaſtern and ſouth- 
ern ſides of the pariſh. It is a large and rapid river. Op- 
poſite to this pariſh its bottom is rocky, and its banks are 
ſteep and rugged, and adorned with natural wood of vari 
ous kinds: This gives it a bold and romantic appearance. 
It abounds with ſalmon in the fiſhing ſeaſon, which begins 
generally in the month of February, and ends the 26th of 
Auguſt. But few of them get above the works, termed 
Doachs, erected acrols the river, nearly oppoſite to the corn- 
mills and church of Tongland, excepting in very high 
floods. Above and below the church and manſe, the bot- 
"a co 


Ire 


nd 


of Tongland. gat 


tom of t the river is s rocky. This, in large 10 Sans 
the moſt beautiful caſcades of broken water. There is a 


bridge of two arches built acroſs the river, a little ſouth of 
the church and manſe, where the river is narrow, upon a 
rocky foundation. Lhe falls of the river to a perſon ſtand- 
ing upon this bridge in a large flood produce a grand and 


awful ſenſation. Here we behold a train of the moſt 
beautiful caſcades of broken water, tearing and roaring, 


over the rugged rocks, with the moſt tremenduous noiſe. 
About 20 yards below the bridge, there is one of the 
grandeſt falls of water to be ſeen in the ſouth of Scotland. 


Indeed, travellers who have ſeen it in a great flood, have 


averred, that 1t is equal, if not ſuperior, to many of the 

remarkable falls of water in the Highlands. Here the 
river runs over'a ridge of rock acroſs the bottom, and 
falls into a deep lin. It is ſo remarkable an object in na- 
ture, that it has called forth the attention of the Scottiſh 
Muſe, in the ancient poem of the Cherry and the Slae, con- 
poſed by Captain Montgomery, who lived in the neigh- 


bourhood, at Cranſton caſtlo, and naturally deſeribes this 
fall in the 6th ſtanza of that poem, as follows: 
To pen, the pleaſures of that Park, 
How every bloſſom branch and bark 
Againſt the ſun did ſhyne, 
I paſs, to Poetis to compyle 35 
In high heroic ſtatlie ſtyle | 
Quuhais Muſe ſurmathes myne. 
But as I lukit myne alane, 
I faw ea river rin, 
Out'wore a ſteepie rock. of ſtane 
Syne lichtit in a lin, 
With tumbling, and rumbling 
Amang the rockis round, 
Devalling and falling, 
Into a pit profound. 2 
Vor. IX. Sf The 
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The above is a juſt and natural deſcription of this tre. 
menduous fall of water, and perfectly agreeable to the ap. 
pearance in nature. The found and the ſenſe are admi- 
| Tably imitated by the poet. Perhaps our favourite and 
diſcriptive poet, Mr Thomſon, could not have exceeded it, 
had he ſeen the object with his own eyes.—At a confider- 
able diſtance above the bridge, the doachs or cruives for 
taking the ſalmon, are erected acroſs the river. In gentle 
riſes of the water, the ſalmon run into the cruives, and are 
taken out ſometimes alive, and ſometimes dead, according 


to the length of time they have been in the cruives. Be. 


low the bridge there 1s a place called the Sand-bed, into 
which the tide flows at high water ; here they take great 
numbers by a boat and a very long draught-net, when the 

tid flows. A little above this, there is a deep and large 
baſon of water, called the Lin-podl, into which the falt- 
water flows in fpring-tides. Here they take the ſalmon by 
a boat with drag-nets; but, in general, by far the greateſt 
number of ſalmon, grilſe and ſea trouts, are caught in the 
night time, by what they term the fithing with the ſhould- 
_ er-nets. This mode of fiſhing is both curious and ingeni- 
ous, and merits a minute deſcription. There is a ſmall net 
fixed to a ſemicircular bow of iron, and this is fixed to a 
pole of about 18 feet in length. The fiſherman ties 2 
ſmall piece of bended wood, with a groove in it, upon lis 
left ſhoulder, for the pole of the net to ſlide upon. Thus 


equipped, he takes his ſtation in the night, upon a rock at 


the fide of a pool, where he knows the ſalmon lie, and 
throws his net ſtraight before him into the water, into 
which it ſinks, and draws it firaight to him on the bottom, 
ſliding the pole upon the groove of wood upon his left ſhoul- 
der, and when he has it near him, he gives the net a quick 


turn over by the pole, and brings out the fiſh; and there 
| 5 


of Tongland. 


is another man ſtanding cloſe by with a club, ready to take _ 


hold of the fiſh and kill them, and take them out to a ſafe 
place, In certain places of the river, great numbers of 
fiſh are taken.in the night time by this mode ot fiſhing. 


For this purpoſe there are two ſhoulder-net men, and one 


man to kill, generally employed through the fiſhing teu» 
ſon. The principal markets for the ſaimon are Mancne- 
ſer, Liverpool, and Whitehaven. Early in the ſeaion 
ſome few are fent to London by land-carriage. Ine 


price in the ſpring is 6d. the Ib. Engliſh weight; but when 
the ſeaſon is farther advanced, it is lold for 4d. and 3 d. 


the lb. The ſalmon taken at Tongland are much adoured 
for their richneſs, and delicate taſte ; but thoſe caugiit jar- 
ther down the river, in the fiſhing yairs at Kirkcudbiight, 
are ſtill more admired by connoiſſeurs for the ricnnels and 
delicacy of their curd. The fiſhing at Longiand, which 
docs not reach to ? mile upon the fide of the river, is 


let in tack, with a ſmall piece of ground annexed to it, 


at the yearly rent of L. 305 Sterling, befides paying the 
public burdens. The land is valued at L. 42 Sterling a- 


year, and the fiſhing is L. 263 Sterling. About od years. 


ago it was let, with the ſame piece of ground, at L. 8 Ster- 
ling, and the tenant could not pay that rent, but gave it up “. 


Character and Manners of the Inhabitants. — T hey are, in 


general, a decent and reſpectable people in their different 
ranks of life; ſenſible and rational in their religious prin- 
ciples. No ſectaries. They are all warm friend to the 
principles of the Revolution Government, and the ſucceſ- 
ſion of the Family of Hanover. There is not an old 

woman 


* Mineral Springs. — There is a chalybeate ſpring in the lands of Up- 
Jer Barncroſh, The country people uſe it as a cure in agues, and for 
complaints in the ſtomach and indigeſtion There is ar:other of the 
lame nature near the Houſe of Upper Barcaſtle. The waters of both are 
dot ſtrongly impregnated with the iron mineral. 
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Paine for abuſing ſo good a Prince. 


times. 
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woman in the pariſh, but would bedaub Tom Paine with 
dirt, if he prefſumed to ſet his foot within the verge of it, 
They hear hat the King and the Royal Family g0 con. 
ſtantly to church on the Sabbath day, and hate Tom 
Numbers of them are 
terrified that the French-Revolution Government ſhould 
be introduced among them, for every one chooſes to keep 

what he has lawfully got, and not make an equal diviſion 


of it among his neighbours. They are induſtrious and 


careful about their ſecular affairs, in their different lines of 
life, and do not interfere with matters of State ; decent in 
their drefs, and good œconomiſts in their mode of living, 
None of them have been hanged or baniſhed in modern 
In general they are ſober and temperate, notwith- 

ſtanding that whiſky is both cheap and plenty of late 
years, there being only a few who are votaries of that per. 
nicious beverage. They have made great progreſs in ci- 


vilization and good manners, and have made remarkable 


improvement of late in their houſes, dreſs, and manner of 
living, as will appear evident from the following authen- 
tic ſketch of the Statiſtical ſtate of this para. about 62 or 
70 years ago. | 
At the above period, there was not a hat to be ſeen in 
the whole congregation upon a Sunday. They wore 
Kilmarnock bonnets or caps of different colours. In 
church they kept on their bonnets and caps during the 
lecture and ſermon, and took them off only during the 
prayer, the finging of pſalms, and the pronouncing the 
bleſſing. 
and the precentor read the ſcriptures to them in church be- 
fore the miniſter made his appearance. They had no 
buckles in their ſhoes, but tied them with ſmall leather 
thongs ; had no metal buttons on their clothes, but large 
dlumſy buttons of wood moulds, covered over with the 


Few or none of the common people could read, 


ſame 
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* eloth as . eden Tue men wore kelt coats, made 


of a mixture of black and white woal, as it came off the 
ſheep, in its natural ſtate. Neither men nor women, in 
general, wore any ſhirts, and when they did, they were 
made of coarſe woollen; in general, they changed their 
plaiding ſhirts twice in the year, at Whitſunday and Mar- 
tinmas. It was long before linen ſhirts came into uſe as 


mong the vulgar. They wore no ſhoes in ſummer, nor 
winter, but in the time of ſevere froſt and ſnow. Their 
children got no ſhoes till they were able to go to the kirk, 
The women wore coarſe plaiding or drugget gowns, made 


of the coarſeſt wool, and ſpun in the coarſeſt manner. The 
tenants wives wore toys of linen of the coarſeſt kind, upon 


their heads, when they went to church, fairs or market. 


At home, in their own houſes, they wore toys of coarſe 


plaiding. The young girls, linen mutches, with a few 
plats in them above their foreheads, when they went a- 


broad to the church, or to fairs, or market. At home 
they went bareheaded, with their hair ſnooded back on 
the crown of their head, with a woollen ftring in the form 
of a garter. Their houſes were the moſt miſerable hovels, 
built of ſtone and turf, without mortar, and ſtopped with 
log or ſtraw, to keep the wind from blowing in upon them. 
They had a window on each fide of the houſe, which they 
opened or ſhut as the wind blew, to give them light. 
Theſe windows they ſtopped with ſtraw or fern. In ſuch 
houſes, when they kindled a fire, they lived in a conſtant 


cloud of ſmoke, enough to ſuffocate them, had they not 


been habituated to it from their infancy. They had many 
of them no ſtanding beds, but ſlept on heath and ſtraw, 
covered with the coarſeft blankets, upon the floor. They 


kept their cattle in the ſame houſe with themſelves, tied 


to ſtakes in one end of the houſe. There was no diviuon 


conſiſted 
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confiſted of ſtools, pots, wooden cogs and bikkers, Ay 


their meals, they ate and ſnapped altogether out of one 


Aliſh. They lived in a coarſe and dirty manner, and ate f 
the meaneſt and coarſeſt food. In general, their food 


confiſted of broſe, pottage, oat-meal flummery, and 


_ greens  beiled in water with a little falt. The 


diſhes out of which .they fed were ſeldom waſhed af. 


ter meals, and of courſe, were often thick with dirt. Each 


perſon in the family had a ſhort hafted ſpoon made of horn, 


which they called a unn, with which they ſupped, and 
Carried it in their pocket, or hung it by their fide. They 
had no knives and forks, but lifted the butcher meat they 


ate with their fingers. They ate little meat at that time 


excepting the off, falls of their flocks, which died ei. 
ther by poverty or diſeaſe. At Martinmas they killed an 
old ewe or two, as their winter proviſion, and uſed the 


ſheep that died of the braxy in the latter end of autumn, 
At this time their farms had no march fences to ſeparate 


them from their neighbours. A fingle farm was let in 


runrig among a number of tenants, which cauſed them to 


live in a conſtant ſtate of warfare and animoſity. The 


dividing the produce of the farm, according to each tenant's 
ſhare, became a uſual ſource of quarrels and fighting. 
Their mode of agriculture was uncommonly ſtupid in 
every ſtage of the operation. They yoked 6 oxen and 
2 horſes in one plough, and ſometimes 8 oxen and 2 horſes. 


+ They yoked 4 horſes a breadth in a plough without oxen, 


and had always one to hold the plough, and another to 
drive the cattle. They uſed a heavy clumſy Scots plough, 
that murdered the weak and half ſtarved animals to drag it 
after them. Their harrows were heavy and clumſy, with 


the teeth made of wood inſtead of iron. In the ſpring ſes- 


ſon their horſes and oxen fell down in the draught through 
perfect poverty and weakneſs. They ploughed great quan 
ities of the land, and had poor returns for their 1490: 

, They 
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I dry ſeaſons, they could ſcarely gather their corn in har- 
veſt, upon account of its ſhortneſs. They ſowed nothing 


hut poor grey Scots oats ; their poor land would bear no o- 


ther ſpecies of grain. This kind of oats yielded little meal, 
and of a dark colour. When their corn came above the 
ground in the ſpring, they had conſtant herding of their 


cattle day and night, till the harveſt was finiſhed, and the 


corn gathered into their corn yards. They built turf folds 


in ſummer in the fields, into which they put their cattle in 
the middle of the day, when annoyed with the heat; and 


alſo at night, to preſerve them from deſtroying their grain. 
In the night they put all their cattle into theſe turf folds, 
and one or two perſons watched them every night in ſum- 
mer and harveſt, till their corns were got in. By over- 
flocking their farms, the poor animals were ſtarved for 
want of graſs. In the ſpring, their cattle were ſo weak, 
that when they lay down, they could not riſe of themſelves 


till they lifted them up. They fell into moſſes and quag- 


mires through weakneſs, and were drowned. In the ſpring 
ſeaſon, it was a conſtant cuſtom to gather their neighbours 
together, to aſſiſt in lifting their cows and horſes, and to 
drag them out of moſs holes. At that time, and for long 
after, there was not a cart in the pariſh, They led home 
their corn and hay in cars, and in truſſes on the backs of 
their horſes, and their peats in creels and ſacks. They led 
out their dung on cars, or creels coupled and hung over 
the horſes backs. The women carried out dung in creels 
on their backs, and the men filled the creels at the dunghill, 
and lifted it upon their ſhoulders. This reſembled the ſa- 
vage ſtate of ſociety, where all the drudgery of the domeſtig 
labour fell to the department of the female ſex. At that time 


there were no ſaddles nor bridles, and they rode to church 


nd market upon brechams and pillions placed on the 


They took. 4 or 5 crops, without putting on any Ca os 


horſes, 
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Horſes, and halters on the horſes heads made of hair. Thes 
| Thvdl their horſes fore feet, but put no ſhoes upon their hing 
feet The women had no little wheels, but ſpan with the 
Tock and ſpindle. Their yarn was uncommonly coarſe, 
They had no candles to give them light in the winter 
nights. When the goodman“ of the houſe made family 

_ worſhip, they lighred a ruffy, to enable him to read the 
pfalm, and the portion of ſcripture, before he prayed. The 
men had no razors, but clipped their beards every Satur. 
day night with ſciſſars, to appear more decent upon the 
Sunday. The lower claſs in general were tainted ſtrongly 
with ſuperſtitious ſentiments and opinions, which had been 
tranſmitted down from one generation to another by tradi- 
tion. They firmly believed in ghoſts, hobgoblins, fairies, 
_ elves, witches and wizards. Theſe ghoſts and ſpirits often 
appeared to them at night. They uſed many charms and 
incantations to preſerve themſelves, their cattle and houſes, 
from'the malevolence-of witches, wizards, and. evil ſpirits, 
nnd believed in the beneficial effects of theſe charms, They 
believed in lucky and unlucky days and ſeaſons, in marry- 


ing, or undertaking any important buſineſs. They fre- 


_ quently ſaw the Devil, who made wicked attacks upon 
them when they were engaged in their religious exerciſes, 
and acts of devotion. They believed in benevolent ſpirits, 
which they termed brownzcs, who went about in the night 
time, and performed for them ſome parts of their domeſtic 
labour, fach as'threſhing and winnowing their corn, ſpin- 
ning and churning. They fixed branches. of mountain ath, 
or narrow leaved ſervice-tree above the ſtakes of their 
cattle, to preferve them from the evil effects of elves and 
witches. All theſe ſuperſtitious opinions and obſervations 
which they firmly believed, and powertully influenced their 
3 actions, 


* That is, maſter of the family. 
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a&tions, are of late years almoſt obliterated among the pre- 
ſeat generation. Both men and women about 69 years a- 

o, were robuſt and healthy, and ſubject to few diſeaſes. 
The were ſtrangers to every complaint of a nervous na- 


ture. This aroſe from the hardy manner in which they 


were brought up from their infancy, and being accuſtomed 
to watch their cattle without doors! in the night during the 
whole ſummer and harveſt ſeaſon. From the above au- 
thentic Statiſtical Account of this pariſh about 60 or 70 
years ago, compared with its preſent {tate of improvement, 
in agriculture, the manners, dreſs, and mode of living a- 
mong its inhabitants, and their preſent ſentiments in reli- 
gion, the great improvement they have made in agricul- 
ture and civilization will appear in the moſt {ſtriking point 
view; and as they are ſtill in a gradual train of improve- 
ment at preſent, it gives the moſt flattering proſpects of 
their future progreſs in the courſe of time. The greateſt 
pager to their preſent progreſs is the raifing the land to a 
racked rent, which induſtrious tenants may be una able to 


bey. 


Church, Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The church and 


manſe are placed near the ſouth extremity of the pariſh, 


This renders the church inconvenient, with reſpect to its 
ltuation, both to the miniſter and people. The ſituation 
of the church and manſe on the fide of the river Dee is re- 


markably pleaſant. The church is old, but in tolerable 


ood repair. Some of its north wall is a part of the priory, 
now in ruins, The manſe is old, and in bad repair, being 


lightly finithed at firſt. The glebe, including the ſcat of 


the manſe and garden, conſiſts of 7 acres of very good land, 
at an average, worth about L. 1, 5 8. Sterling the acre. 
The ſtipend is the ſmalleſt in this corner, being only L. 58, 
58.8 d Sterling, with 120 merks for communion-elements, 
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and ſtands in much need of an augmentation, from the late 
| great advance upon all the neceſſary articles of life, The 
King is patron.— The public ſchool has a ſalary of L. 100 
Scots, with a free houſe and garden. It is fituated in the 
centre of the pariſh, and very convenient for the ſcholars, 
The ſchool wages are, in general, for reading, 15.6d,; 
writing, 28.3 arithmetic, 25. 6 d.; and Latin, 38. the quar. 
ter, and 10s. 6 d. for a courſe of book keeping, There 
are about 40 or 50 ſcholars in winter, and about 3o or 40 
in ſummer. The people are very attentive to give their 
children as much education as their circumſtances will ad. 
mit.—There are only 9 perſons upon the poors roll at pre. 
ſent ; ſometimes there is a greater number, and ſeldom ot 
never a leſs. They are ſupported by the collections made 
at the church, at the time of the ſacrament, and what is re- 
ceived for the uſe of the mortcloth, which, at an average, 
may amount to about nearly L. 10 Sterling yearly. This 
is divided among them quarterly, in proportion to their 
different degrees of neceſſity. They are allowed to beg 
through the pariſh, but none of them without its bounds- 
ries. We have no mortified funds for the ſupport of the 
poor. There is a ſmall ſum left out at intereſt, which was 
ſaved in favourable times, which makes an additional 
help. Should the number of the poor increaſe, there will 
be an indiſpenſable neceſſity of applying to the heritors, in 
This pariſh is pelter- 
ed with Iriſh vagrants and ſturdy beggars, through all the 
The charity given theſe is extremely 
detrimental to the native poor of the pariſh, The clamo t- 
ous vagrants impoſe upon the humane and charitable ſpiitof 
the people, by their fictitious and tragical tales of miſery; 


terms o law, for their maintenance. 


ſeaſons of the year. 


and ſpend the alms they receive, by getting theme) ves. 


la their own locieties, over their 


drunk with whilky, 


cups, they boaſt that mop can earn, by the common trade 4 
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el begging, 25. 5. and often 25. 6 d. a day. It is truly ama- 
ung, that the police of this corner allows ſach a deitructive 
nuiſance to honeſt 7 Rill to prevail. 


eee, ente to the Arch are the ruins of 


the priory of Tongland. It was founded in the latter end 


of the 12th century, by Fergus Lord of Galloway. The 


monks were of the Præmonſtratentian order, formed by St 


Norbert in 1129 in France, and received their name from 


præ montre in Champaigne, the name of their iſt abbey. 


Fergus brought them from Cockerſand in Lancalhire to 


this priory. Alexander, abbot of Tongland, twears fealty 


to Edward I. in the 1296. James Herries, prior of 


Tongland, 1n the 1430, repaired the monaſtery of Tong- 
land, which was greatly decayed, and incloſed the precincts 
with a high wall. He was a Doctor of the Sorbonne, and 
much famed for his agen and wrote upon the N 


of indulgences? *. : 
Alventages 


* Biſhop Leſiy tells a ſtory of an abbot of this REY who, in the 1507, 
undertook to fly through the air to France, from the caſtle of Stirling, 
znd to be there before the King's Ambaſſadors, who were juſt ſetting off. 
He took his flight from the walls of the caſtle, but ſoon met with the re- 
ward of ſuch a fooliſh attempt, by falling, and breaking his thigh bones. 
Lord Maxwell was heritable bathe of this abbey, and had the L. 5 land of 
Cargane, of old extent, in the pariſh of Troquier, near Dumfries, given 
bim as his bailie fee. William Melvill was commendator of this abbacy 
in 1:98. Afterwards this abbacy was annexed to the biihoprick of Gal- 
loway, upon the biſhop of that ſee complaming of the ſmallneſs of its re- 


„venue. The ruins ſhow that it had been an abbey of conſiderable extent. 


The pilfering and avaricious ſpirit of the country people had picked out 
the free ſtones rom time to time, till all fell down in one heap of rub- 
diſh. There are ſeveral Druidical cairns in different parts of rhe pariſh, 
in which have been found human bones, ſurrounded with large ſtones, in 
form of a grave. but no urns have been found in them. Upon a rocky 
moor-hill, called Barrſtobrick, in the north end of the pariſh. is ſtill hown 
the ſpot of ground here the unfortunate Mary Queen of Scots, in 1568, 
vith a few faithful friends in her retinue, reſted and refreſhed herſelf, in 
| | hgc 
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e and Diſadvantages —By the 2 harhours ; in 
the ſouth end of the pariih, upon the river Dee and Tarf 
the inhabitants have a great advantage for exporting their 


grain and meal, and of importing manure in lime and fea. 


ſhells. They in general have an early ſeed time and har. 
veſl, from the dryneſs of the ſoil. They have fine places 
for erecting water- machinery. There i is 2a paper mill and 

corn-mill, near the church, on the river Dee, that have 
plenty of water in the greateſt droughts ; many fine ſitua. 
tions for erecting cotton-mills. Their greateſt difadvan- 
tage is ſcarcity of fuel. The peat moſſes are all exhauſted; 
and the nearelt moſs is 6 miles diſtant, and is almoſt ex- 
hauſted. Coals from England and the weſt of Scotland, 
from the heavy duty, are very dear, and quite beyond the 
reach of the common people. The coals this winter have 
been L. 1, 12s. the ton; and they are ſeldom below L. I, 


8s. Sterling. Unleſs the duty is taken off the coals by Go. 


vernment, both manufactures and agriculture will in the 
iſſue go to ruin. The principal fuel in the ſouthern parts 


of this county is coal; and this article is become fo high of 


late, that it riſes to an enormous expenſe, and is quite be- 
ond the reach of the poor. It is the united wiſh of all 
ranks, to have the duty taken off, and laid upon ſome other 
article. Could Miniſtry know the real diſtreſs for fuel, 
which many poor and ſhivering wretches ſuffer in this 
corner, their humanity would inſtantly excite them to re. 


move 


her flight from the ſatal battle of Langſide, on her way to the abbey of. 
Dundrenan, where ihe jodged, and from thence croſſed the Solway Frith 
to Cockermouth, in Cumberland. From this event, the ſarm has been 
ever ſince called Queen's Hill. There are ſome veitiges of old encalip- 
ments; but of what «ind is uncertain. In the moor of Kirkconnel, 15% 
monumental ſtone put upon the grave of a martyr of the name 0! Clemont, 
who was ſhot at that ſpot in the perſecution in the time of Charles II. E 
is at a great diſtance from any houſe, 


move 
part of 


Mi 
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ſpect. 
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in move a tax, Which is now become wuly oppreſlive i in thas 

rf WM part of the e 

eir 

15 Miſecancous "03/ervations.—In the 1 of Kirkconnel 

ar. there is a fine natural wood, in a very thriving condition, | 

5 Some of the reſiding heritors have planted a great number 1 
na ot trees of diiferent kinds of late years. On the top of a 1 
Ve till called Knock muir, a little to the north of the kirk, 1 
ta there is a moſt beautiful landſcape, and moit extenſive pro- N 
an ſpe. It is eſteemed the moſt beautiful in the ſouth of 1 
d; Scotland. In a clear and ſerene day, many perſons of taſte, 4 
7. and lovers of nature, flock to this ſpot, to delight them- 1 ; 
nd, ſelves with the varied beauties of the ſcene. Little ſnow b 
the lies here, but quickly melts, from the natural warmth of | 
Ve the ſoil. —We have all the natural wild animals that are com- 3 

1 mon to this corner of the country. All the migratory birds 4 
30. appear here very early in their ſeaſons, and ſome of them | ( 

the continue longer than in ſome other parts of the county.— ( 

its There have been no remarkable inſtances of longevity of 8 

; of late years; but there are a number of perions who are a- # 

he. dove 80 or go years of age. Very few perſons have emi- x 
all erated to America. There are no villages. The cotton 1 

her manufacture is not as yet introduced here. The croſs- 3 

el, roads in the pariſh are in pretty good repair. } 
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NU MB EN XXII. 
PARISH or sr MON AN CE. 


{County AvD Srxop or Fire, PRESBYTERY or 87 
ANDRE W's.) 155 


By the Rev. Mr ARCHIBALD GILLIEsͤ 


Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, &c, 


B the year 1646, the name of the pariſh Was 


Abercrombie . With regard to the name St Monance, 
it has undergone very little variation. In the oldeſt writs 


_ * From which period it has improperly acquired that of St Monance; 
the reaſon for which, follows: The lands of Jewark (waich at preſent 
give a title to a Lord of that name) were formerly a part of the parich of 
Kilconquhar; the tithes of which are ſtill paid to the incumbent of 
that charge. But in the year 1 646, when the lands of Newark and Abet. 
_crombie belonged to two near relations of the name of Sandilands, the 
one bearing the title of Lord Abercrombie, now extinct, and the other 
Sir James Sandilands of Newark; they, for their conveniency, Cc. having 
previouily agreed with Mr Robert Wilkie, then miniſter of Abercrombie, 
and a pariſh by itſelf, applied to the preſbytery of St Andrew's, to have 
the Jands of Newark disjoined from Kilconquhar, without prejudice to 
the incumbent, and aunexed to Abercrombie: Parties being agreed, tht 
be | preſbyterf 
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7 fave ſeen, being ſometimes called St Menin, ſometimes 
st Monan, and in modern times, and at preſent, St Monance. 
As to the derivation, amidſt the many reports, what to 
me ſeems moſt probable, is, That it originated from the 
hermit who ſerved at the chapel, and which gave name to 
he town. And as it became the place of public worlhip 
for the pariſh, and the town the moſt populous part of it, 
through time the pariſh came to be called St Monance a- 
bne. For before the period of annexation, the village of 
Abercrombie was pretty populous, but ſince has very much 
liminiſhed. At preſent, it conſiſts only of one farm-houſe 
and offices, the houſes of two other ſmall tenants, and a few 
cottages, The manſe and glebe are ſtill in it. The pariſh 
is of ſmall extent, and forms nearly a parallelogram, ex- 
tending from: the S. E. where it is waſhed by the frith of 
Forth, to the N. W. The breadth from W. to E. is about 
2 ſhort Engliſh mile, and from S. to N. 14 mile. The 
ld riſes ſuddenly from the ſea, but of no extraordinary 
beicht; after which it is flat, with a very gentle and eaſy 
aſcent upwards to Abercrombie, about a mile, and then de- 
cines in the ſame manner towards the N. the ſurface af- 
brding a very beautiful appearance. The ſoil in general 
ba light loam, and friable, very little clay, all quite free 
af ones, and very fertile and manageable. The whole is 
able, excepting a trifle in a natural ſtate, and which is ca- 
pable of cultivation, The ſea coaſt is flat and rocky. The 
eke conſiſt of free and lime ſtone, and a great quantity of 
ironſtonc. 


pefortery granted their requeſt guoad ſacra. But whether any applica- 
io was afterward made to the Lords of plantation, and the ſame con- 
imed by them or not does not appear. After which the name of the 
Ph inthe records of preſbytery, {tood thus : * The pariſh of Abercrombie 
Fith St onance. At that period, the church (or chapel, as then called) 
A Abercrombie was ſuffered to go into ruin, and an old Gothic chapel at 


* Mouance (of which more aiterward) became the place of public wor- 
Up, | 
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05 lying het upon the ſurface. It yields a Food 


deal of ſea-weed for kelp, which is uſually cut every third ot Ba 

year, and after gales of wind from the N. E. E. and 5. . truth 
a Hog dane for manure. Such 

count 


Climate, fc —The climate is mild and temperate, tie many 
air dry and ſalubrious. But when it blows from the E. an Watel 
8. E. it is ſharp and cold, moiſt, and full of falt pat. 


ticles; for the land is much expoſed to the ſea on the M 
: quarters, and not covered with trees; which if! it were, the New 
air would not only be more mild, the ſurface greatly beau. work 
Like' 


tified, but the ground more early in its productions, which 
are much checked in the ſpring by the winds from thel 
points, and which commonly blow for a long time at that 
ſeaſon. Vet upon the whole, the inhabitants in general ar 
very healthy. There have been no. inſtances of unuſul 


Tongevity during the incumbency of the preſent mitilte, 
But there are many now living of 70, 76, and 80 years, and 
ſome died a few years ago, at the age of go and g1, The 
ſmall-pox uſed to make great ravages among the children, 
eſpecially in the town of St Monance. If the contagion 
got in during the heat of ſummer, when the air is mu 
tainted with the refuſe of the fiſhing, it was then peculurlj 
fatal, ſweeping off from 25 to zo children at a time. But 
its deſtructive progreſs bas for ſeveral years paſt been in tome 
degree mitigated, by that happy invention, inoculation ; and 
to which the people in general are now becoming more and 


more reconc Hed, : 1 
wg 

| Rivers. — There are no rivers, but one ſmall brook, which 75 
hae the pariſh on the W. runs S. interſecting part of il * 0 
lands of Newark, and empties itſelf, between the church hs 
and town of St Monance, into the frith of Forth. Th 5 
15 another | in the lands of Abercrombie, which bounds Ut a 
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10 on the eaſt fide, r runs 8. E. between it dnt the lands 


i Batcaſkie, and diſembogues itſelf between tue two An- 
firuthers. Both are in a manner dry one half of the year. 
Such 1 13 the caſe with all the rivulets in this part of the 
county, and which is a great loſs to it, where there are ſo 


many ſea-port towns; there being no river, or running | 


water 1 any e eaſt fide of the river of Leven. 


Mines — There is abundance of coal in the Eud⸗ of 
Newark, conſiſting of ſplint, cherry, and culni, at preſent 
working. It is not level free, but wrought by a fire-engine, 


Likewiſe one of the neateſt and beſt contrived ſalt-works 
upon the coaſt, called St Philip's ; both are the property of 
Sir John Anſtruther, Baronet. The coal and ſalt, betides 


what is fold to the country, are exported at Pitten weem. 
In the lands of Abercrombie there are ſeveral ſeams of . 
coal, but as yet untouched, and which belong to Sir Robert 


Anſtruther, Baronet. Coal abounds in this country, both in 


the coat and interior parts, and that neceſſary article for 
the comfort of lite might be obtained at an eaſy rate. But 


ince of late, coal working has become a trade, by opening 
only a few at a time, and thus monopolizing them, the 
price is kept up; and there is no other fuel uſed, or to be 


had in this place. This winter the inhabitants have been 
greatly diſtreſſed for want of this article, by the er 


oi obtaining it, and the high price. 


Fiſtery, Mow Sumerty there was a very plentiful fiſh 
ing upon the coaſt here, conſiſting of cod, ling, haddock, 
rowan or turbot, ſkait, &c. and St Monance uſed to be one 
of the principal fiſh-towns upon the coaſt, But within theſe 
4 or 5 years paſt, the fiſh have in a manner quite deſerted 
theſe places, (particularly the haddock) and none are now 
ezught but a few cod, rowan, and ſKait. Nele ſiſh of all 
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kinds were in great abundance, and at an eaſy rate, but now 
are very ſcarce, and high priced; not one haddock being Wig 
| taken 1 in a whole year. There has been no ſufficient cauſe din, t. 
as yet aſſigned for this remarkable change. The ſhoals of few V 
: herrings which. uſed with great certainty to frequent the gil, 

coaſt, particularly in the autumnal ſeaſon, and hkewiſe in upon | 


the ſpring, are now become very precarious, and of no con- high v 
ſequence. This great decreaſe of the fiſhing is a vaſt los yon 8 
to this part of the country. For as fiſh was. a principal pat I Ar 
of the ſupport of the inhabitants; other proviſions have MI 
greatly advanced in price; and as great quantities. of her. 1 
rings, over and above the home conſumpt, were cured and en, 
exported, trade has ſuffered much. Beſides, the fiſhers are n 
threatening an emigration to other places; though as yet of a 
only one man and family have left the pariſh this ſpring, $ 0 

2 few 


and gone to the town of A on che welt coaſt . 


Migrat groun 


* The common a for the em is Ease. They are bought uy To 
by the fiſhers of Fiſherrow, who attend with their boats, purchaſe at ſea ſpot © 
and carry them off Formerly the practice was, that out of the fleet of and i: 
boats belonging to the town, two were obliged in their turn to come in- 
coVel 
to the harbour, and offer market for two hours, for the ſupply of the in- | 
| habitants. But that good regulation being now overlooked, the fiſher 8. E. 
have wholly laid it aſide This has enhanced the price of fiſh here, that from 
It is but little below the market at Edinburgh, and they are difficult to mild 
be obtained. The lobſters are commonly taken in contract from the . 
| TIP : 3 EEE | point 
fiſhers by a Company, and carried alive in ſmacks to the London market, | 
and other places in England. The boats uſed in the fiſhing conſiſt of 2 the f 
larger and ſmaller kind; of the former there are about 14, and of the 
latter a out 20. The ſmall are uſed both in ſummer and winter, in what | 
they term the white fiſhing. Each of theſe require four men for the oars, te þ 
and one ſteerſman. With them, they. fiſh with great and ſmall line, for the 1 
cod, rowan, haddock, 4c. and with nets for ſkate. The larger are uſed. and 
only in the herring fiſhing ; and their complements of men are ſome fir, the! 
ſome eight, acco ding to their ſize, with a {teerſman. But beſides theſe, Your 
there are a number of yawls, with which, through ſummer, they fill with whe 


_the 
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Migratory Birds, 6. There are e the ſwallow and mar- 
tin, the plover both green and gray, the cuckoo, and but 
few woodcock. Through the whole of the year, the ſea 
gulls, (called by the vulgar ſea maws,) frequently come 
upon land; but when they do ſo, it aſſuredly progunoſticates 
high winds, with falls of rain from the E. and S. E. and as 
ſoon as the ſtorm abates, they return again to the frith, their 
natural element. I ſaw ſome time ago, a golden crefled 
wren, and the only one that hath appeared to me in this 
country. Its ſize was much about that of the common 
wren, and nearly the ſame in the colour of the body. The 
crown of the head was ornamented with a circle of feathers 
of a fiery orange, or golden colour, with a beautiful bright 
ſpot of yellow in the centre. Hares and partridges abound ; 
2 few quails, and ſome foxes and rabbits in the light 
grounds, | 


Town of Se M onance, e Te town is Hagel upon a 
pot of a triangular form; one ſide of which verges upon, 
and is waſhed by the frith of Forth, the other two fides are 
covered by the rifing grounds. And as it enjoys a S. and 
8. E. expoſure, it is defended againſt the cold bleak winds, 
from the N. E. N. and N. W. Its fitnation is thereby 
mild and kindly even in winter, when blowing from theſe 
points, but quite the reverſe, when the w ind blows t on 
the ſhore. There i is a harbour belonging to the town. the 

| { builuing 


the hand-line for the tanny cod, (or red ware cod, as they call it,) among 
tne rocks and ſea weed The hands uſed in theſe, are commonly: a man 
and boy, and ſometimes only one man, Of the number of hands uſed in 
tlie fiſhing here, only ſuch as are advanced in- life hold cloſe by it. The 
Joung men engage to the ſhips employed. in the whale fiſhing ; return 
when the herring fiſhing comes on in autumn; and, when that is over, 
engage themſelves in voyages in private ſhips, in different places, during 


the winter ſeaſon, By this means $t Monance becomes a good nurſery 
wt ka men, | | 
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building of which: 1 18 of no great conſequence. | But what cient! 
merits obſervation, is the great depth of water, At 
ftream tides when fall water, it is from 18 to 20 feet tee 
a the entrance and i in ordinary floods, from 1 3 to 1, vided 
though the building extends but a very ſhort way out i 


acres, 
Tea, But though by this depth of water it is capable wii varie 
admit veſſel of burden, yet none frequent it but in we fome 
| ſummer ſeaſon ; and then but very ſeldom, and when upWa 


freighted to the place: For the entrance is narrow be. 
tween two ridges of rocks, the Yoltouy rough, _ thereby 
difficult and dangerous. | 


| Divifeo on and. Rent i Lands, Or. The Wick of the 
lands of Newark are incloſed with hedge and ditch, except 
a ſmall part by ſtone fences. There is no real farmer, who 


makes farming his ſole buſineſs, but one, and his farm is dH 4 
no great extent. The remainder is let off in ſmall parcel £4 
to the inhabitants of the town. Theſe take it not ſo much dum 
for the profit ariſing from farming, as to enable them w ind 
keep their horſes, which, by their being employed in dn. wha 
ving of coal, fiſh, and otherwiſe, thereby procure their own wit 

| ſupport, and enable them to pay the rent. Likewiſe, a gool WM and 
number of cows are kept, for the ſale of milk to the other yoſe 
inhabitants. The lands of Newark contain about 256 arres, MI ma 
and they are generally let from L. 2, 2 8. up to L. 3 dh net 


acre. The valued rent of this part of the pariſh is L. 120% st 
13 8. 4d. Scots; but the real rent I cannot aſcertain. For, nov 
| beſides the rent of land, there are the feus in the town, il bre 
tithes upon the fiſhing, &c. There are already large tuo fon 
thirds of ihe lands of Abercrombie incloſed, and the people WM hol 
are at pretent engaged in that work, decorating the inclo- WM rei; 
furcs with clumps of trees here and there. The whole i; ler 
done with hedge and ditch, for there is no frzeſtone in the Wl or 
Pang: wht what hes very deep. The farmers are 0 the 
By : cently 
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„ 


„ 25 giv ing "higher rents for incloſed than unindloſed 

-ounds, The whole of the lands of Abercrombie | are di- 
vided into farms, containing from 40 to 60, 80, and 117 
acres, and but a trifle in {mall parcels. The rent 
varies, ſome being 15 8. L. 1, L. I, 10 8. L, 1, 158. and 
ſome up to L. 2 the acre. The whole acres are 600, and 
upwards. The valued rent is L. 1486 Scots, but the real 
rent I cannot determine. The whole number of acres, 
therefore, in the pariſh is about 866, and the valued rent 
L. 2693: 13: 4 Scots. There is a mill in the lands of 
Abercrombie, to which all the tenants are thirled, for ſuch | 
grains as are mealed For the uſe of their families, and pay 
multure. 


| Agriculture, c. About 15 years ago, the only plough 
uſed here was the old Scots plough, of a very heavy and 
dumſy conſtruction. It was drawn ſometimes by 2 oxen, 
and 2 horſes; and ſometimes by 4 oxen and 1 horſe. But 
what is now generally uſed is the ſmall Engliſh plough 
with iron mould-board'; and the Scots plough, of a ſhorter 
and lighter conſtruction than formerly; and a plough, com- 
poſed of partly Engliſh and partly Scots, having an iron 
mould-board and head. The Engliſh plough makes the 
neateſt work, but does not anſwer in ſtony ground; where- 
as the Scots anſwers all grounds. All theſe ploughs are 
now commonly drawn by 2 ſtrong horſes; except when 
breaking up ſtiff land from graſs that has been down for 
ſome years, then 3 or 4 horſes are uſed. One man both 
holds the ptough, and manages the horſes by a pair of long 
reins, except when more than 2 horſes are uſed. The rol- 
ler is frequently uſed here, as the ground is friable, in the 
ipring upon the wheat crop, to ſhut up the ſurface, and 


hereby to eren the fatal effect of the troſt at that ſeaſon; 
and 


5 £ 1 5 
Statiſtical Account 
| and upon n the Town barley 4 10 to preſerve To” moiſture 
All curyed and broad ridges 


FI 4 vv 


3 2 0 


narrow; the 0 i by far x more e neatly dreſſed than for. 
merly, and gives pleaſure t to the beholder. | It! 18 only with. 
in theſe few j y-ars, that wheat or barley were ſown in the 

pariſh | to any extent; but now A gs Peel quantity of 
both. The wheat 15 generally ſown after potatoes, fallow, 
and be: ns or peaſe, and the time of ſowing, from the middle 
of September even will the end of November; but the 
greater portion in Ober. Beans, peaſe, and oats, from 
the beginning of March to the m iddle, of April. The 
| greateſt part of the Com - are in drills, which are dreſſed 
with the hand-hoe, and furrowed up with a light plough, 
conitru-ted for that purpoſe, with a mould-board on both 
fdes, in ſummer. There uſed to be a great quantity of flax- 
ſeed ſown by the inhabitants, who hired the ground from 
the tenants. But of late, the price of the ſeed and rent ol 
2 lang have riſen to ſo great 2 height, that but a ſmall quan- 
tity is now ſown in compariſon of what uſed to be, and the 
return not compenſating their expenſe. Tue time of fow- 
ing is from the middle of March to the end of April 
| Potatoes the whole of April; and bear and barley from 
the beginning to the end of May, among the latter, grab 
ſe:ds are ſown, and rolled down. Turnips, of which there 
are now large fields, are ſown from the middle of June to 
the middle of July. The farmers uſe turnip to fatten 
cattle with for ſale, nd which are bought 4 in ; for having 

lictle or no“ natural paſture, they raiſe few or none. To 
the ſame purpoſe their crops of hay are applied, and by 
this means increaſe the fulzie for their grounds. The hat- 
weſt generally begins about the laſt week of Auguſt and 

iſt of September, and by the firſt and ſecond week of Oc- 


roher the crop is wholly got into the barn- yards. Of wheat, 
| barie fl 
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hatley, bear and foretimen of beans, a greater quantity is 


raiſed in this pariſh than what is neceſſary for the ſupport 


if the inhabitants. Theſe are generally ſold to the bakers 
and brewers in the towns upon the coaſt fide, or to perſons 
elding there, who are . commiſſioned by ſuch, in- Edin- 


hurgh, Leith, and other places, to buy up for them. The | 


ftted cattle are commonly bought by the butchers from 


Edinburgh, Perth, &c. For Fife of a long time paſt has 


been famous for fatted cattle. Since the price of land has 
increaſed, the farmers ſow little more oats than to ſerve 
their own conſumpt ; it being a low priced grain, and e- 
ſeemed a ſcourging crop to the land. The difference be- 
meen the prices of grain in the market at Edinburgh and 


this place, being ſomewhat conſiderable, together with the 


aſe of water-carriage in tranſporting it, ccralions: the de- 
mand upon this quarter. | | 


Padietens THE return, made to Dr Webſter in the 


1775 of the population of the pariſh of 8t Monance was 
do ſouls ; the number in 1799 turned ont to be 832, 
wich is an increaſe only of 52 fince that period. But as 
there is no evidence in the regiſters of any particular enu- 
neration being taken of the inhabitants at that time, there 
v ground to ſuſpect that it has been either ſuperficially ta- 
ken or exaggerated, for the following reaſons: IJ, 
bcauſe houſes in the town of St Monance have of 
kte increaſed in number above what they then were, 
nd all are poſſeſſed. 24, Since that period, the 
coal. work has been ſet a-going, about which ſeveral 


houſes have been raiſed, and the falt-works built, in 


vhich are a number of houſes for ſalters, &c. Both of 
which have brought a number of perſons, and tieir families, 
to the pariſh, from other parts of the country. Laſtly, 


The inhabitants of Abercrombie, and country parts of the 


Waſh, are much the ſame they were at that period. From 
e | | a all. 
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«a which, there is reaſon to luſpect that che enumetli 
chen made was not juſt; and that had it been ſo, the in proprie 

_ creaſe now, above what the number then Was, muſt bare Aberc! 
been much greater. The births, marriages, and deaths, wif lands 0 
entered 1 in the aa for 7 11 55 are as follow: in the 


| ers, an 
_ | Births, Mirtiaged. EY Dead of Ab 
From OR. 2. 1783 VT 
- ... ᷣͤ Acros Boo 25 were! 
Do. 1784 to do 1785, 34 TEE 30 of St 
Do. 1785 to do. 1786, 41 1 1) ker 
Do. 1786 to do. 1787, 26 N 23 boat-b 
Do. 1787 to do. 1788, 26 OL 17 ſhoetn 
Do. 1788 to do. 1789, 30 11 15 of the 
"I "OY to do. 1 790, 4 6 — 41 labour 
— 2 8 the co 

Totale, — 9 0 * 158 there 
Average nearly, 32 25 19 fects 

; | with 


The great lads of 3 in 05 1784, and 1786 ey 


was owing to the ſmall-pox getting into the town of & 


Monänce in the height of ſummer, when the air is tainted a 
by the refuſe of the filning, (as before obferved,) which, ft 
when it happened, never failed to ſweep off a great number er 
of children. It is to be obſerved, that the great exceſs d band 

births beyond the deaths, in the above ſpace of 7 years, u mu | 
owing to many of the preſent inhabitants continuing fill f f fh 

to bury in the pariſhes from whence they came, and the v 
cuſtom of paying the tax upon deaths in the place where 
the dead are interred, Ihe whole par iſh belongs to tui * 

7 | pruur! 'ct ors, It w. 
relgr 

* The reaſon why the calculation begins at the 2d of Otubei, i, be. brug 
cauſe the tax upon births, Oc. did take place then, and the regiſter con- land 


menced. to t 
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qoprietors, Sir Robert Anſtrüther, Baronet, ptöprictor of 
Abercrombie, and Sir Johtr Anſtruther, Baronet, of the 
lands of Newark "but none of them reſide in tlie piriſh, 
In the lantis of Abercrombie, all the inhabitants att farm - 
ers, and cottagers employed by them; except in che village 
of Aberctombie, there are 1 wright,” 1 ftnith, and 3 wea- 
vers It” was obferved before, that the - lands of Newark 


were let in ſmall parcels to Porto who refidled in the town 
of St Monance. Befides theſe; in that place, there are 4 | 


bakers, 3 brewers, 2 ſmirhs, 4 merchants, 1 wright, and x 
boat-builder ; 2 maſons, 2 fieve- makers, 2 flax dreſſers, 1 1 
hoemakef, 5 tailors, 6 weivers, and 1 gardener. The reſt 
of the inhabitants are compoſed of fiſhers and failors, land- 


labourers and day labourers, and ſuch as are employed about 
the coal and falt works. And it merits obſervation, that 


there are no leſs than 12 ſpirit and ale houſes, the unhappy 
es of the Keepers of which, by their craft to decoy, are 
with regret feen upon bor the eat and morals of the 
young and inconfiderate. 


# | PR by + '4 


Church, Stipend, Lc —What is at parte uſed for tlie 


church of the pariſh i is part of an old convent, on the weſt 


of the town of St Monance; which is fituated upon a rock, 


advancing into the frith of Forth. It had been a very 


lately and beautiful Gothic pile of hewn ſtone, in the form 
of a croſs, with a ſquare ſteeple in the centre +, The walls 
of the outh and e nn are ſtill ſtanding, or want 
a Rx” CO the 
* This BEAN. Gaede to, NI been a priory of e Black- friars. 
It was founded by King David II. of Scotland, in the 4oth year of his 
reign, and was ſerved by a hermit. By his charter, dated at Edin- 
bruph,” he grants thereto, the lands of Eaſter-birney in Fife, and ſome 
nds in the ſheriffdom of Edinburgh. It was given by King James III. 
to the Black- friars, To it was annexed, tle convent founded by the 
Magduſfs Earls of Fife, at the foot of the Caſtlehill of her, of Fiſe. Af. 
terward, 
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the roof; of the watt: branch no veſtige remains, and the 

caſt 8 with the ſteeple, ſerves at preſent for the place 
of public worſhip. This part of the building has a very 
beautiful vaulted roof, with veins jutting out from the fide. 
walls, and meeting in the centre of the roof, where it i 
decorated with roſes, and other ornaments. Over the yault 
there is a date roof, to preſerve it from the weather, The 
burden of upholding this fabric, was laid by the proprietor 
of the lands of Newark upon the feuars of St Monance, 
when he let off the ground on which the town ſtands, ba. 
ving the annexation in view. But the building ſeems to 
have been i in a manner totally neglected by them. In the 
1772, it was in ſuch a ruinous ſtate, that che incumbent 
raiſed a proceſs for reparation before the preſbytery, and 
obtained a decree for that end againſt the heritors. But 
the feuars were reluctant, pretending they were not obliged 
to nphotd. it. This brought on a proceſs between the heri- 
tors and them, before the Lords of Seſſion, i in which they 
were caſt, and found liable to uphold the fabric. During 
the proceſs, it received a partial reparation, but nothing e. 
qual to what was granted by prefbytery ; and nothing more 
| has yet been done, either by the heritors, to enforce the 
decree of the Lords upon the feuars, or by them, to teſtify 
their compliance with it; and if they continue long foto 
do, this venerable pile muſt fink into ruins. What a pity 
is it, that ſuch a beautiful monument of antiquity, and 
which perhaps has not its fellow in Scotland, ſhould be {uf 
fered to go to deſolation! The King is patron of the pariſh 
The manſe was built in the laft century, has undergone 
ſeveral ITY: H *r is at : preſent i in bad con- 
1 | | dure 


terwards, both were annexed by King 13 V. to the convent of St An. 

drew's, at the weſt port of the ſtreet called' the North-gate, founded by 

William Wiſhart, biſhop of that city.—Hiſtory' of religious Houſes " 
Scotland, by a preſbyter under Bithop Rots of Edinburgh. 


dition. There is no ſchool-houſe in the pariſh, but the he- 
ritors allow the intereſt of the money appointed by law, 
for building a ſchool and houſe, to the maſter, to hire one. 
The ſtipend  confiſts of 96 bolls, half bear and half oats, 


$4, in lieu of vicarage-tithes. But of this laſt, the pre- 
ſent incumbent has never realiſed more than L. 2: 19: 22, 


The amount of the whole, (taking the victual at the com. 
mon converſion,) is L. 64: 1: 54 Sterling, excluſive of the 
glebe, and which, including arable and graſs grounds, and 
what the manſe and offices employ, is 8 acres 2 falls, 


greatly diminiſhed, owing to the increaſe of the different 
ben. WY ſegs of Seceders in this part of the county, the Relief, 
they Burghers, and Antiburghers, &c. The teachers and mana- 


uring gers of each of which ſocieties, artfully draw off the igno- 
ns © rant and unwary from the Eſtabliſhed Church, by this 
more means to make up a falary for their teachers; and pride 
; the themſelves to have 1t not only equal to, but above that of 
lily WY the miniſters of the church. They give no charity to their 
ſo to poor; but the whole of what is collected at the door of their 


Pit WY mectin g-houſes, and what ariſes from the rent of ſeats is 
15 applied to this purpoſe. When any of their ſociety are un- 


tu WY ft for labour, by fickneſs or old age, and reduced in cir- 
ri WY cumſtances, being unable to pay the heavy aſſeſſments they 
zone i by upon them, and ſtanding in need of charity; finding 


they can reap. no more pecuniary benefit from them, they 


en end them to the church-ſefſion for relief. Thus their prac- 


tice has laid the church- ſeſſions under the diſagreeable ne- 
| by ceſſity of acquainting them, that upon their leaving the 


in church, they will be deprived of the benefit of that fund. 


And 
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Linlithgow: meaſure, L. 11: 2: 22, in money, and L. 3, 6s. 


tough he has often applied to the heritors concerning it. 


State of the Poor, Cc. — The funds for the poor, are the 
weekly collections at the church door. Theſe of late have 
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And did ai not take this method, the whole would be 
conſumed; upon fuch as contribute nothing to it“ ' Beſides 

the above, there are others, ſuch as ſeamen, and of other 
profeſſions, who enter into ſocieties, and pay into what they 
call their box, and publicly collect from others, and though 
they attend the church, give nothing to the poor. Thus 
the public fund is much injured, and the whole collection 
vhich comes from a few perſans, is but ſmall ; which, with 
the rent of four acres of land, and two houſes, cannot be 
calculated at more than about L. q a- year. There are now 
upon the poors liſt three perſons and two orphans. None 
are allowed to beg publicly. The pariſh, however, is much 
e wn e from towns at a diſtance. 


5 It may be proper to obterve, that the above ſectarie are always 
ready to break the public peace. A flagrant inſtance of which they 
lately ga ve in this corner. By forming ſocieties, which conſulted, if not 
wholly, yet moſtly of perſons of theſe ſects, for circulating ſeditious 
pamphlets, and diſſeminating diſaffection to King and Government, by 
_ theſe meetings, and pr vate converſations, | | 


1 hellancous PE ER, . 1782, che harveſt was very late, 
owing to the rains through the ſummer, and heavy falls of ſnow and in- 

_ tenſe froſts in the end of September, and the whole of October. This did 
not only: greatly injure the crop, but made the harveſt uncommonly lat: 
in this pariſn. And as this weather was ſimilar over all Scotland, the 
country was threatened with a general ſcarcity. The meal quickly roſe 
to Is. 3 d. the peck, which rendered it very diſtreſſing to the poor; the 
induſtrious labourer and artificer, having a family of children, being 2. 
hove what they could procure by their labour. The ſeſſion, moved with 
compaſſion, and fearing the fatal effects of the ſcarcity, came to a reſolu- 
tion to lend their aid for preſerving the lives of the inhabitants. For this 
purpoſe, as oats or meal were very difficult to be obtained, they thought 
it proper to have recourſe to Sir Robert Anſtrutlier, Bart, for his farm- 
_ oats to be converted into meal, and to be applied to the ſupport of the 
pariſh; and agreed to give him for every boll of meal the price current, 
and to give it 3 d. the peck to the inhabitants below . the market price. 
T heir requeſt he was ſo good and humane as to grant. Having thus ſe- 

| cured meal, che ſeſiion, to preyent impoſitions, made a ſuryey of the p# 
ih, 
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NUMBER XXIII 


PARISH or K ILM A URS, 


(CovnTY or Arx, SYNOD or GLASGOW AND An, 
- © PRESBYTERY or IRvINE.) | 


By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER MILLAR, 


Name and Extent. 


Ing, the great deſtroyer of men and things, has blot 

ted out the memory of thoſe circumſtances which 

firſt gave riſe to the name by which this pariſh is now d. 
ſtinguiſhed; and, therefore, as in moſt caſes of the kind, 
conjecture alone muſt ſupply the place of certain know- 
ledge. In ſome ancient records of ſeſſion, the name b 
ſpelled Kilmares, which appears to be a ſmall variation d 
the word Marie, and if ſo, it is probable that the Ki ws 
dedicated to the Mother of our Lord, or to ſome perſon 
of the family who endowed it, bearing that name. But a 
this day, it is moſt commonly written Kilmaurs, by wh 
ſome are diſpoſed to think that the church, from whic 
the pariſh has its deſignation, was originally dedicated to? 
St Maurs. In ſupport of this derivation, the ſubjoined - 


urn, 


ee, W 


in ſome ſtrength . The length of this pariſh from E. to 
w. is 6, and the greateſt breadth from N. to S. 3 miles. 


Riwlets, Ge.—A rivulet, which riſes in Fenwick, and 


"ning the whole length of the pariſh from E. to W. 


TAS A 


able places through which it paſſes. Here it is known 


by the name of Kilmaurs water. A little lower it is call- 


ed Carmel, which it retains, till it loſes itſelf in the Irvine. 
I its courſe, two mills belonging to the pariſh. are fup- 
plied, but in the drought of ſummer, and froſt of winter, 
it becomes almoſt;dry ; a circumſtance which deprives this 
part of the country of the advantages from machinery, ap- 
plied to the ſpinning of cotton by water. The inhabitants 


of Kilmaurs town might find in it a ſufficient quantity to 


mſwer the purpoſes of bleaching thread, and it is ſurpri- 


ing, that ſome of them have not turned their attention to 


this article. It produces ſome trout and eel. The Irvine 


on 


* A ſmall figure of a man, cut on one fide of a ſtone cube, and 
placed in a notch made in a wall of the church, was found by the ma- 
ſons employed in making repairs, and which, in contempt of Poperv, 
perhaps had been plaſtered up at the introduction of Epiſcopacy. This 
kgure is in a ſitting poſture, dreſſed in a robe or caſſock, which is tucked 
up before as far as the knees, leaving the legs and feet naked. The hands 
appear from under the folds of the robe, holding ſomething like a mace, 
which is carried as high as the head, reſting upon the right breaſt and 
houlder. The head is covered with a cap or hood, reſembling a coro- 


net, having 2 creſcents in front. The beard is long, and falls in ring 


(ets on the breaſt. When the practices of ſuperſtition and idolatry are 
conſidered, into which former ages had fallen, we are led to conclude 
that this can be nothing elſe but the image of the perſon, in honour of 
whom the church and pariſh have their name, As power and influence 
command adulation, fo there is reaſon to believe that this Saint had been 
eminent, when ſuch a tribute of homage was paid to him. It. is ſaid that 
the order was Ciſtertian; an order which became ſo powerful, that they 
soverned almoſt all Europe, both in ſpirituals and temporals, 


This rivulet has 
ſeveral names given to it, taken from the moſt remark- 
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on ter S. and S. W. slides Wrg the eit er this ping ike 
for nearly two miles. Salton, trout} ati 661, are found n there 
it, but none of them remarkable either. for quantity or WM this p 
duality. There might 5e a -cottor! mill erected at Min. I pelt) 
ton im our bounds, Wiereftthere“is at preſent an exsclett II inge 
corn and barley mill; ſufficlent water for böth may at u comp! 
times be here found. On he N. dre N. 1 a n * hedge 
parates us from Dreghorn 2. Liddy 1 "19 pleala 
HET ALESIS ot SOME LE totofs: nl 10 | | 
Surface, £9c.—The' Lai « n of! TY FR 120 every 
with malt gentle riſings and | devlivities' interſperſed, I lights 
The fümmits of theſe are covered with trees, planted i in 
eircles, which, with öthefs of the ſame Kind, ſpread all o. Rog 
ver Curininghame; give a beautiful appearance to the Ml ch: n 
whole of this country, as. well as profit” to'the owners, by Wl town, 
affording timber for Hotiſes.” The pröſpect from theſe M Kilm: 
ſummits; Which are in every farm, is extenſive and de. un t 
lightful; for many miles alf round, the whole country ap: road, 
peats as one well cultivated garden. Towns, villages, and I wad 
gentlemen's houſes, meet the eye on every quarter. The n Cr 
Hills of Arran, and the frith of Clyde, terminate our view WM Stewa 
on the W. the hills of Kilbirny on the N. the high i from 
grounds of F enwick and Galſton on the E. and S. E. and periſh 
ſome hills on the bn of TENDER and Galloway, more 


make The 


* Its name is Gawreer, and may be thus derived. Gaw is that fit levied 
or opening made by a plough or ſpade in the fide of a pond, loch, or ſtag- 


nated water, by which. it is drained off; reer may be a corruption of pos 
ruigh or righ, which, in Gaelic, ſignifies to run or move quickly. 1 er 
In the ſenſe given of theſe words, they can be applied, with propriety, vidua 
deſcriptive of the peculiarities which diſtipguiſh this ſtream. It is dran more 
from a loch in the pariſh of Stewarton, by a gaw, in which it runs: n th 
ſome diſtance, and then ſeeks a courſe for itſelf. Guwreer, or rather his 


Gawrigh, expreſſes the idea of a water-courſe, not made by the natural 
exertions of that element, but by the accidental application of it to ſome 
purpoſes of art, | 


ik WM ke our horizon to the 8. About 20 or 30 years ago, 


in there was no ſuch thing to be ſeen as trees or hedges in 


or this pariſh; all was naked and open; every farm-houſe, old, 


An. paltry, inconvenient, | and | unpleaſantly ſituated ; not a 
lent angle made road, either to kirk or market. N ow, all is 
n completely | incloſed, and ſubdivided by ditches and thorn 


gell the ideas of activity, neatneſs and wealth, of which 


ds, WM every liberal minded man wiſhes to be F and de- 


ſed: WI fights to fee 1 in the poſſeſſion of others. . 


I} o- Roads, — An 5 Ae is now opened up to all 
the W the market towns, whether far or near. From Kilmaurs 
by won, as a centre, the following lincs of road go out; S. to 


heſe Wl Rilmarneck, N. N. W. by Cunninghamehead and Perce: | 


de. un to Irvine, E. to Fenwick, where it joins the "Glaſgow 
ap- ad, W. by Buſhby and Fairlie B Bridge to Ayr. The 
and I wad from Kilmarnock to Irvine runs acroſs this laſt line 
The t Croſs-houſe, and the road between Kilmarnock and 
view WM Stewarton cuts the eaſt line at Shaw bridge, half a mile 
high WM from Kilmaurs. Theſe roads fo divide and quarter this 
and pariſh, that no farmer is diſtaut from one or other of them 
way, Wl Dore than the fourth of a mile, ſeverals not ſo much. 
nake i The expenſe of making and repairing roads here is de- 
| iaycd by toll-duties, together with a certain yearly ſum 
tried from the tenants, according to the proportion of 


n terms of the ſtatute; or money is borrowed from indi- 
viduals, who have it to ſpare, upon the fecurity of one or 


in this or the other direction, and the toll duties, with the 
other aſſeſſments already mentioned, are applied to the 


payment of the intereſt, and the gradual extinction of the 
Vor. IX. * : | 


original 


-of Kilmaure. © 353 


fe. hedges. New houſes, on a regular convenient plan, and 
pleaſantly fituated, every where gladden tle eye, and ol 
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valued rent which they hold, and from each houſeholder, 


ie e Sort r 


more truſtees, whoſe intereſt is moſt promoted by the roads 
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original debt. Senſible that no progreſs i in | agriculturd 
| Improvements can be made, without the advantages of 
good and convenient roads, the gentlemen in every diſtrid 
of this county have paid an unwearied and ſucceſsful at. 
tention to this object. What an undertaking muſt it have 
| been to travel but a few miles in thoſe days, when no road 
was any where to be ſeen, and where the ſoil, as in 3 
great many parts of this pariſh, is a deep clay, though in 
many other parts it is a rich loam, and every inch arable! 


Climate, Cc. — The operations of the huſbandman ate 
now incomparably more eaſy, that good roads are brought 
to their doors: But ſtill they have ſome inconveniences to 

ſtruggle with, which cannot be remedied. They are fre. 

quently interrupted by inconſtancy of weather, which o. 
bliges them to plough leſs, or more untimouſly, and to 
reap with more riſk than they could wiſh. It is probably 
owing to onr being fituated in the vicinity of the Atlan- 
tic, and the high hills of Arran, that we have much rain, 
and many ſevere blaſts. To the ſame cauſe may be aer 
bed the abſence of froſt and ſnow, or the mildneſs of the 
one, and the ſhort continuance of the other on the ground, 
Theſe N. W. and S. W. blaſts, however troubleſome in 
many reſpects, ſer ve to preſerve us from fogs, which {el 
dom or never appear in our atmoſphere. The inhabitants 
are generally healthy ; not remarkable for longevity, 
though ſome reach from 70 to 80. One or two are now 
at 90. Several inſtances of ſcrofula and conſumption have 
occurred, but not ſufficient to mark theſe as the molt pre- 

valent diſeaſes. Rheumatiſm is the complaint of many, 

eſpecially of thoſe who are on the decline of life. Sud- 
den colds attack the young and middle aged. Fevets 
ſometimes make their appearance, and ſeldom depatt 
without death in their train; but theſe are generally 


1 brougit 


broug 
hoſe 
diſeal 
beral 
ing it 
poor 
advat 
are t 
the 5 
his ct 


Po 
num 
1147 
coun 
Of n 
farm 
are | 
tions 
Day 
Mill 
We: 
Maſ 
Wri 


of Kilmaurs, 355 


brought into the pariſh by ſervants from great towns, 


whoſe parents or relations reſide here. Many epidemical 
diſeaſes might be warded off from a whole country, if li- 


beral contributions were made for building and maintain- 
ing infirmaries, in which the ſick and diſeaſed among the 
poor would find a comfortable retreat, and the neceffary 


adyatitages of medical aid. Donations for this purpoſe 
are the very eſſence of charity, which aſſimilates men to 
the Supreme Being, whoſe tran care extends to all 


his creatures *. 


plc Ag to, Dr Webſter's report, the 


numbers were then 1094. At preſent they amount to 
1147. The inhabitants may be claſſed as refiding in the 


country part of the pariſh, and in the town of Kilmaurs. 


Of men, women and children in the country, excepting | 


farmers, the number is 384, of theſe 174 are males, 210 


are females, all which fall under the following denomina- 


tions. | 
Day- 3 27 dick * 3 
Millers, - 5 3 Tanner, 5 L 
Weavers, «= -= 15 A gentleman's gardener, 1 
Maſons, - & 8 Colliers, - 3 
Wrights, . 4 Waulk-millers, - 2 


* Inoculation for the ſmall pox hath not yet become general, awing 
to the prevalence of a religious perſuaſion, that the Divine Government, 
without any care on the part of man, will accompliſh whatever is beſt 
for him. So deeply are the tenets of this kind impretled, that all attempts 
to ſhow the neceſſity of uſing thoſe means by which the Providence of 
God operates, both in temporal and ſpiritual concerns, are houted and 
deſpiſed, Much have the Teachers of Religion to anſwer for, who eſta 
bliſh faith upon the ruins of practice. The number of deaths, and the 
liſeaſes which prove mortal, cannot be aſcertained, no regiſter of them 
having becn kept, Births are alſo for the ſame reaſon unknown. 
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Men ſervants efldidg | in 


their maſters houſes, , 28 


Do. out of maſters houſes _ 
having families, i 
One who lives in his ma- 


dier 8 houſe, but family 


out, 3 * - * 
Gentleman 'sfervant mar- 

Eo 3 3 
Ditto ſervants unmar- 
| ried, BE > i 2 
Chaiſe· dri ver, „ 
Female-ſervants - 46 
Gentlemen married, 2 


| Ditto unmarried, whole 
| Haden between 
20 Und 3o% 898 
30 and 40, „ 


40 and jo, 13 


Jo and 60, 1 
0 nde, 9 


Jo and 80, — © 
80. and 90g: - 1 
61 


Male children between 


1 and 15 „ 9 


J and 1e, 17 
10 and IF, ũ 20 
61 


5 8 


living 

friends or children, 1 
Ditto i in houſes of their 
don, having children, | 
Women never married, 
living with friends or 


mother or ſiſters live 
with, them, | 


Widow I with 


by themſelves, 
Houſe-keepers, _ - 
Antiburgher miniſter, 
Were, 1 
! Antiburgher ſtudent, I 
_ Eſtabliſhed miniſter, 1 
| Kirk-officer, 1 
Wives between 
20 and 30 1 
30 and o. 20 
40 and 50, 14 
Fo and 60, 8 3 
6o and 70, — 4 
10 and 86, 2 
and 90, .. - 1 
by 


Female children between 
1 c „ 
5 and 10, 
10 and 15, 


24 


14 
69 


Males 


Wales un 

15 * 
20 
3⁰ 
10 
50 
60 
7 


No 
ably f 
now a 
creale 


meal, 
the {at 


I 
1 
I 
I 


ales 


Wales unmarried between 


of Kilmaurs. 387 


F emales EO LIT between 


15 and 20, 13 15 and 20 — 24 
20 and 30, 22 20 and 3zoĩ, 385 
i 30 and 40, . =. 9 28 and 40, N e 13 
7. „„ and 50, e þ 
co and 6% 2 30d and 6 7 
60 and 70% = 2 60 and 70, "In 7 
70 and Bo, 1 1 70 and 80, 5555 
5 2 5 0 


No man who can work is at any loſs to provide comfort- 
ably ſor bimſelf and family, becauſe the price of labour is 
now a great deal more than it was ſome years ago, is in- 
creaſed ſince laſt year, and increaſing ſtill, while that of 
meal, the chief article of living, 1s nearly, at an average, 
the ſame it was 20 or 30 years ago “. 


Beſides 


* The encouragement given to men, women, and children, by manu- 


faturers, hath drawn ſo many people from the country to them, that the 


few remaining avail themſelves of the ſcarcity of hands, for obtaining an 


augmentation of wages. A labourer, in ſummer, earns a-day, accord- 


ing to his ability for work, his known diligence and diſpatch in working, 


from 1s, 2 d. to 1s. 4 d. and 1s. 6 d.; from the 12th of November to the 


; in autumn, thoſe who are engaged 


11th of February, 1s. or I 8. 


for the whole harveſt, whether men or women, receive from L. 1, 5 s. to 


L 1, 108. with their victuals; thoſe hired by the day, during that ſea- 


lon, 15, 6 d.; of late more has been given, and their diet alſo furniſhed. 
Hay-cutters, if paid by the day, receive from 18 6 d. to 1 s. 8 d. ; if by 
the acre, from 1 s. 6 d. to 1 8. 8 d. ſometimes 28. 6 d. according to the 
aſe or difficulty which evidently attends the work to be performed. The 
mages of a carpenter, the day, are 1 8. 6 d.; of a maſon, I s. 8 d.; both of 
hte 28. Of a tailor, I s.; but a deduction of 4 d. is always APY from 
the above, when the loves furniſhes proviſions. Many kinds of work 
ve contracted for by the piece, and care is taken by the worker, that no 


*agagement of this ſort ſhall afford leſs to him, upon the whole, chan 


dome, if not the higheſt,” of the above mentioned wages the day. Every 
meſwan eſtimates his Work, one day with Wee at 1 8. 6 d. and 2 8. 
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Beſides the above mentioned number of inhabitahis ft. 
_ Hiding in the country diſtrict of Kilmaurs, there is another 
claſs which deſerves particular notice, and which for this 
purpoſe is kept by itſelf This claſs comprehends none 
but actual farmers, their wives and children. The num. 
ber of whom taken together is 249, of thefe 135 are male 
114 are females; and in the following table their different 
and ee ages may be ſeen. 


Huſbands between | Wives between 
20 and 30% 66 20 and 30, 10 
30 and qo, 11 30 and 40 10 
go md % 8 45 and es, - 16 


50 and 6, 14 50 and 6% =<_ q 
Go and o. 9 Jo and 8, [ 
2 


70 and 80, — 80 and 99, 4 
44 4 

Male children between Female children between 
1 and Iz - 18 1 and $5 — 
F aun 10, - 20 S and 15, 16 
10 and 15, 21 10 and 15, u 
59 1 

| Mates 


Men ſervants are hired for a half year at from L. 4 to L. 4, ros. ; women, 
for the ſame time, at L. 1, 15s. ſome at L. 2. There are only 3 4 
men ſervants who do not live in their maſters families, and who ate al. 


lowed L. 6 or L. 7 in money, 6+ bolls of oat- meal, a cow's grals and fod- 


which 


der, a houſe and yard, a ſmall piece of ground for potatoes and flax, 
altogether may be eſtimated at L. 17 or L. 18 yearly. 


Males 1 
| dren 
betu 

15 and 

20 and 

zo and 

0 and 


50 and 
bo and 
"0 and 


10 
— 
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Males unmarried, and chil- Females unmarried be- 
dren of thoſe married, 15 tween, 


between 


15 and 20,.—1 1 15 and 20, 1 | 15 
20 and 30,.— 11 20 and 3% 9 
30 and 40. — 21 N. B. Three | | 30 and 40, e 3 3 
and $0 2 clue ar we 60 aad % n 
go and 60,— 1 dowers. e — 
bo and 50. — 4 28 
70 and 80,— 1 

32 


Theſe ſubſiſt by the immediate produce of the land, and 


xcupy farms from 15 to 50, and from 50 to 150 acres. 
There are but a very few of the firit, ſeveral of them having 
been united. This, however, has had little effect upon the 
population, many ol the old houſes . ſtill occupied by 
cottagers. 


8 the farms black cattle and ſome horſes 


ae reared; of the former, there are a conſide rable number, 


lor the farmers generally breed their own ſtock, and a 


good many for the market beſides, which, when ſold, as 


milk cows at a proper age, commonly bring from L. G to 
L.g. With reſpect to the latter, it has been the practice 
here to buy young horſes at the age of 4 or 5, to uie them 


lor a year or two, and then to ſell before they begin to fall 


ol, by which method it is generally contrived to have the 


work of the horſe for the expenſe of his maintenance, and 
even a little profit between buying and ſelling ; but of late 


ts practice is almoſt laid afide, and that of breeding come 


in its place. Such horſes as are reared in the pariſh, are of 


a excellent kind, particularly fit for the draught, and u hen 
brought to market have ſold for upwards of L. 30 Sterling. 
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360 Statiſtical Account 
The oldiüüry and moſt productive crops a are tag, à little 
barley or bear, and but a little of theſe is cultivated, being 
found not to anſwer the ſoil and climate. Early oats arg 
much in uſe, and thrive well where the land is rich. Beam 
and peaſe are ſoven in ſmall quantities, and wheat in a {til 
ſmaller proportion. Potatoes and flax are raiſed only for 
private uſe, and turnips never ſown, as a crop. The return 
of oats is from 5 to 10 bolls of 8 Wincheſter buſhels the 
acre, which, for the moſt part, renders in meal about 18 or 
19 pecks from the boll, each peck weighing 8 Ib. Of 
bear the produce is from 4 to 8 bolls the acre; barley ra. 
ther leſs. Beſides ſerving the inhabitants, a very confi 
derible quantity of oats and oat-meal is carried to the ad. 
jacent towns, and exported to Glaſgow and Paiſley, where 
che oats are fold for 19 8. or 20 8. the boll, oat-meal at 175. 
4 d. 175. 5d. each boll weighing 8 ſtore, barley at L. , 
6s. bear at L. 1, 4 8. beans and peaſe at 45. the buſh. 

fel | 

Farmers in times that are now paſt. were allowed to 
chooſe for themſelves what kind and what portion of land 
they would lay under ſome of theſe crops; for it was only 
ſome that they could raiſe, during which time they could 
not produce plenty, conſequently paid a very ſmall rent. 
They neither knew the full force of lime, nor had it in 
their power, for want of roads, to apply it. In the ear 
dawning of agricultural knowledge, they were taught to 
confine themſelves to croft and outfield ; the former was 
ploughed 3 and reſted one year and when laid down for 
| this 


*The ſeed time for oats commences the 1ſt of April, and ends in the 

beginning of May; potatoes are planted about the ſame time; beans and 
peaſ ars ſown rather ealier; barley, from the Iſt of May to the 1 of June; 
pring warat in March, and that for winter in September or October, but 
of theſe we have very little. The time of reaping is from the 1ſt of Ser: 
tember to the middle of October. 
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dis ſhort reſt, it got a little dreſſing, with what dung could 
de ſpared from garden and potatoes. The outfield lay in 


graſs ſo many years, and was ploughed ſo many as was a- 


greed upon, without any manure whatever, during which 
time there were bad crops, and as bad paſture ; therefore 
poor tenants, and ſmall ill paid rents. When ſuch leaſes 


came to an end, and when the land was completely incloſed, 


me diſtinction of outfield and infield was taken away, and 


z method of farming, very ſimple, yet well adapted to the 


nature of the ſoil, was introduced, particularly in the ma- 
nagement of Lord Eglinton's eſtate. The great object was 


to lift the land for tillage, and to lay it down again in good 


heart. Reſt and lime were ſufficient for the firſt, and a re- 


friction in ploughing, with the application of dung to the 
aft or two laſt crops in that reſtriction for the latter. To 


promote theſe ends effectually 3 diviſions were made of 
each farm, 1 of which was limed at the proprietor's ex- 


penſe with the quantity of 100 or 150 bolls the acre, 


which is burat by the farmers themſelves, and ſpread upon 


the field to be ploughed, ſometimes 12 months, and ſome- 
times only 2 before tilling. This one diviſion and no more 


d allowed at a time to be in tillage. The other 2 remain 


under graſs, After ploughing the one diviſion mentioned 
lor 3 years ſucceſſively, it was committed to reſt on the 
laſt of theſe, with graſs-ſeeds ſown among thoſe for the 3d 
crop. Then another diviſion, limed at the tenant's expenſe, 
was broken up, and ſo in rotation. The tenant 1s always 


permitted to cut the graſs for the 1ſt year of that diviſion | 


which was laſt laid down. This method is ſtill in practice; 


but where the farm is large, another mode has been adopt- 


ed; 4 diviſions are preferred to 3; and each diviſion is 
ploughed 3 years, then reſts 9; or 2 grain crops are ta- 
ken from it, and then is turned into paſture, in which ſtate 
Vor. IX. . it 
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362 Statiſtical Account 
*,—The rent a-acre has been «: 
low as 45. or 5s. Then the tenants were poorer than now, 


| when it, upon an average, is ſo high as L. 1, 28. or L. 1, 3 


Where leaſes have been granted within theſe 5 years paſt, 
farm 74 acres of paſture land was let about a month ago, 


For 2 years after Whitſunday 1794, at L. 124 Sterling, and 


a number of acres in the ſame farm, for ploughing, 3 years 
at L. 5 and L. 5, 10s. the acre; nor is there reaſon for 
complaints, for that land yielded, on each acre, 10 or 1: 
bolls of corn; yet this very land, between 20 and 30 year 


ago, was rented ſo low as 4s. or 55. an acre, and after al 


the tenant went a bankrupt out of it. Little reaſon, then, 


have our farmers to upbraid thoſe gentlemen who have rai 


ſed their rents, ſeeing they have alſo taught them how to 
acquire even more than theſe rents. There have been, and 


there will always be ſome men in ſociety, ſo ſtupid as not 
to be ſenſible of their own intereſt, or ſo wicked as not 


to be grateful when it is promoted; but the good and wile 
will be open to conviction, ready to ſubmit to inſtruction, 
and to be governed by the judgment of others, whole 
4 | 5 | knowledge 


* Some attribute the introduction of this laſt mode to Mr Fairlie of 
Fairlie, in the management of his own and the Earl of Eglinton's eltates 


Some fay the alteration originated from Mr Snodgraſs of Cuningham- 


head; others affirm, that Mr Ralſton, factor for Lord Eglinton, is the 
author of it, and that he firſt practiſed it in the culture of a large farm 
which he poſſeſſes. Any, nay all of theſe gentlemen, are well qualified 
for making uſeful and important diſcoveries in the province of agricul- 
ture. Whoever of them has the merit of this, it is abundantly evident, 
that the land by it muſt pe ftill preſerved in ſtrength and vigour, eſpeclali 
when this circumſtance is conſidered, that the tenants are ftrict!y prohibr 


ted from laying dung upon ley, and bound to apply it only to the divi 


ſion immediately in tillage. In every tack granted by the leaſes of Lord 


Eglinton's lands, the preciſe method of huſbandry is deſcribed, and 


ſtrict regard to it ſecured by an high penalty in caſe of foxteaturs 
which in every inſtance has been demanded, and however reluctant), 
paid. | 
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knowledge is better cultivated, and whoſe obſervation is 
more accurate and extenſive than their own; of thele laſt it 


is hoped there are not a few in the pariſh of Kilmaurs. Indu- 
ry in any undertaking is, for the moſt part, abundantly re- 


warded : * The hand of the diligent maketh rich ;” and in- 
duſtry, recommended by thoſe whoſe rank ſets them above 


the common level of life, cannot fail of gaining attention, 


which is the firſt ſtep towards a conformity of action. Such 
examples are in the eye of the farmers-of Kilmaurs. Se- 
veral gentlemen occupy their own eſtates, or at leaſt in 
part, on which they practiſe the moſt approved methods of 
huſbandry, and add to them the diſcoveries of their own ex- 
periments “. 1 contents of che Nn! in acres, and the 

| amount 


* Captain Cuninghame of Thornton, who, though ſtill a young man, 
and when {till much younger, was bred up to a military life, in which, 
the leſs that is thought of other earth the better, has, in the courſe of a 
few years, by unwearied application, attained a very uncommon degree of 
knowledge, both in the theory and practice of agriculture, as is evident 


from the preſent ſtate of his lands, compared with that in which he found 


them, and the eaſe and aMuence of his preſent circumitances, which, in a 
great meaſure, is owing to his own careful management. Such an ex- 
ample of induſtry followed by ſucces, affords an excellent leſſon, and it 
would be injuſtice to the publice to with-hold it.— Mr John Morrice; 
who having followed a ſeafaring life, in which, by knowing when to lay 
hold of the opportunities that Providence puts in every man's power one 
time or other, of bettering his condition, made an handſome fortune, with 
which he retired, and purchaſed the eſtate of Craig in this pariſh. His 
firſt operation there was that of repairing the manſion-houſe and offices D 
but before theſe were finithed, the houſe, either by accident or deſign, 
was ſet on fire and conſumed. Report ſays, that a ſervant, in abſence of 
his maſter, having found acceſs to the cellar, or place where the liquors 
were kept, embezzled them ſo much, that becoming afraid of a detection 


at his maſter's return, took this horrid method of concealing his crime. 


Be this true or falſe, the very ſurmiſe ſhould make all ſervants beware of 
indulging any one evil, however trivial it may appear; becauſe one 
wicked deed leads on to another, till at laſt all ſenſe of character is loſt, 


ad life itſelf falls in the iſſue a victim to depraved appetites, On the o- 
| : ther 
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| amount of real rent, are ſecrets which the public, it i; 
thought, ſhould not pry into. Be it ſo, ne /utor ultra cre. 
pidam; but there can be no harm, ſurely, in figuring ; it a. 
way. If then it be true, chat the real rent comes neatly 


in 


ther hand, too much caution cannot be uſed in keeping temptation at: 
diſtance from that claſs of people whoſe minds are ſeldom, at the proper 
age, tutcred to the love of virtue. Mr Morrice, though he no doubt fuf. 
fered a great loſs in this event, did immediately begin the building of 
another houſe, the plan and ſituation of which he entirely made new; 
but had not the pleaſure of ſeeing it fully completed, before death re. 
moved him to a better habitation. The character which he left behind 
him, is that of an honeſt, ſenſible and benevolent man. Mr Robert Mor. 
rice, his only brother, ſucceeded to the whole of his landed eſtate, and 
the greateſt part of his money. This gentleman, for ſeveral years, was 
engaged in the affairs of trade and commerce at Glaſgow ; from which, 
with an excellent character, he hath drawn confiderable gains; theſe add. 
ed to his inheritance, are more than ſufficient for all the purpoſes of 
genteel living, which he enjoys in eaſe and elegance, to the great ples. 
ſure of all who know him, being endeared to them by his amiable man- 
ners, integrity, candour, humanity, benevolence, and the warmeſt friend- 
| ſhip. His early engagements in buſineſs eſtranged him to the affairs of 
the country; but his habits of application, and aptneſs to learn, have qua- 
lified him for directing the cultivation of his own eſtate, and for contri. 
buting his example to the benefit of thoſe who need to be guided by the 
good conduct-of them, whoſe advantages of education and improvement 
are ſuch as do not fall to the lot of the many. He has finiſhed and fitted 
up in an elegant manner the houſe which his brother had begun, dreſſed 
the land about it in good taſte, made a pleaſant approach, ſeveral gravel 
walks, with other ornaments, added ſome conveniencies to the offices, 
and drained ſome fields that were ſpouty and ſour. The houſe of Craig 
delightfully ſituated on the banks of the Irvine, which, after falling in 
a beautiful caſcade, from a mill-dam on the fouth of the garden, appears 
again under the windows, in a ſurface ſmooth as glafs. The Frith ot 


Clyde, the Rock of Ailſa, and the Hills of Arran, terminate the view on 
another quarter. 


In the immediate neighbourhood of this charming ſite on the N. . 


is Carmel-bank, the property of Mr John Cuninghame, to whom this ac- 
count is indebted for ſome hints of information. His houſe ſtands on the 
bank of the Carmel, from which circumſtance it has its preſent name; 
| | formells 
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in Sterling to the valued rent in Scots money, the real rent 
may be eſtimated at nearly L. Sooo, the valued rent being 
L. 5305. Suppoſe the real rent to be L. 5000, that divi- 


ted by an average rent the acre of 23 8. will produce a 


quotient. 


formerly it was called the Mote. There is a tumulus ill remaining, 
near the Carmel-bank, which is certainly that Mote; whether it fer- 
ved in days of old as a ſanctuary, an obſervatory for communicating 
alarm, or was a place where courts of juſtice were held, no intelligence 


can now be had. The foffe, by which it had been ſurrounded, is fill di- | 


ſtinguiſhable, but no veſtiges of building appear. Mr Cuninghame's lands 
of Mote or Carmel-bank are in excellent order, and diſcover the true 


ſpirit of agriculture in the proprietor. The friends of improvements have 


reaſon to wiſh that his territorial ſubject were more extenſive. Beſides 
the example he affords of good management, he is likewiſe very uſeful 
to ſociety, by preventing law-fiits among the peaſantry, to whom he rea- 


dily communicates his beſt advice; and which they receive with conti- 


dence, becauſe he for ſome years made law his ſtudy. 

- Buſby-caſtle ſtands a little beyond the laſt mentioned place, 15 now un- 
roofed and falling into ruins. A family of Barklays poſſeſſed it long. The late 
Lord Glencairn ſold it, with the lands belonging to it, to Miſs Scott: 


Coal was wrought in theſe lands, and may ſtill be had at no great ex- 


penſe. Concerning the Barklays of Buſpy, it is ſaid, they had ſomehow 
incumbered the eſtate ſo much that they were obliged to wadſet a great 
part of it. One of them, among the laſt heirs, being in ſuch a ſtraitened 
condition that he could not find as much money as would buy a new 
coat, made offer to renew a wadſet which was about to expire, and 
which had every appearance of giving the perſon to whum the former 
one had been granted, all poſſible chance of becoming the real proprietor, 
if he would furniſh: Barklay with money to buy a coat. But the 
man imagined, that ſince the laird was become ſo poor, there was no rea- 
lon to believe that he could prevent the term of redemption from expiring. 
He was grievouſly miſtaken, for Mr Barklay not only found from another 
quarter a new coat, but alſo as much money as redeemed the wadlet, 

Mr William Ralſton, factor to the Earl of Eglinton, lives in this pariſh, 


And poſſeſſes a large farm, His attention to, and diſpatch in buſineſs, is | 
ſuperior to that of moſt men. The intereſt of an employer was never 


better ſerved than Lord Eglinton's is by him; and with ſuch eaſe does he 
manage his own affairs, that one would imagine he has none to manage ; 


Yet it is this gentleman who ſubſets at L. 5 the acre, the arable land of his 
| farm 
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quotient of 439 1 h acres ; the 3d of which being in tillage 
leaves 2928 of paſture. Two acres to each cow, with 
them in number 1464. The butter and cheeſe from each 
cow is valued at L. 4 a- year. The value then of the paſ. 
ture land in the pariſh, by this calculation, is L. 5856, be. 
ſides profits upon young cattle, and ſwine fed upon the whey. 
1463 acres, which is 1-3d of 4391, producing ) bolls the 

acre, will yield 10, 24 1 bolls of oats, which, at 1s. the peck, 
comes to L. 8192, 16s, added to L. 5856, is L. 14,248, 
from which, if the groſs rent, the expenſe of ſeed, ma. 

nure, labour, the intereſt of ſtock, tear and wear of utenſils, 

Kc. &c. be deduced, there will remain a ſum equal at leaf 
to the rent; and it is evident, that the intention of proprie- 
tors is to allow their tenants to make one good rent for the 
vſe of the ſoil, one for defraying the expenſe of labour, &c, 
and one for the maintenance of their families, &c. While 
this is the caſe, maſter and tenant have reaſon to be plea- 
ſed with one another. It is not affirmed that the above 
ſtatement is exactly the truth. It cannot, however, be far 
from it; and it ſerves to eſtabliſh this fact, that while pro- 
prietors with to have a reaſonable rent for their lands, they 
wiſh alſo to avoid oppreſſion towards their tenants. At 
preſent the value of land 1s greatly on the increaſe, and 
the reaſon 1s, that every thing it produces is alſo increaſed 


in value. Butter is here ſold for 11 d. the Ib.; cheeſe for. 


7. the flone. This laſt article is of that kind which is 
V allled 


farm, and the paſture at L. I: 14: 10. Under the influence of ſuch gen- 
tlemen, agriculture muſt flouriſh. But as men are apt to overlook that 

| which is familiar to their ſight and conſtantly within their reach, it is ne- 
| ceflary to call in the attention, and to fix it on thoſe objects where it may 
find uſeful inſtruction With this view ſo much has been written of parti- 
cular perſons, that when Sir John Sinclair's publication ſhall be comple 
ted, and of which it is intended we fü all all be poſſeſſed, the actual far- 
mers among us may read in it what would otherwiſe too much eſcape 
them. | | 
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called Dunlop, or ſweet - milk cheeſe, though the mode of 


making it was firſt introduced into Dunlop pariſh, and from 
thence communicated gradually to the whole of Cunning- 
ham, yet now it is made in as much perfection here as 
there; great quantities of it are carried from this to the 
adjacent towns, and ages: to the e market o N 
and e Fa 


Town of Kites je was erected into a hack of ba⸗ | 
rony by James V. at the inſtance of Cuthbert Earl of 
Glencairn, and William, his ſon, Lord Kilmaurs. That 
noble family then reſided in this pariſh, where they had a 
houſe, ſome ſmall ruins of which yet remain on the farm, 
which is called Joek's-thorn, near to the road leading from 
Stewarton to Kilmarnock, and the houſe known by the 
name of the Place, was poſſeſſed by them, where the late 
Chancellor had laid the foundation ofa very extenfive build- 
ing, and executed part of it; but from embarraſſments of for- 
tune, from which he expected to be relieved by Govern- 
ment, in whoſe ſervice, it is ſaid, he incurred them, was 
4 to give up the Plan . By a charivr, written 1n 

. 


The price of a good hen is 1s. 8 d. or 2s. Sixpence, 8 d. and ſome- 
times 9 d. is given for a dozen of eggs. Every thing is riſen in propor- 
tion, and all owing to the number of conſumers employed in great manu- 
actures, where their earnings can afford the uſe of the beſt vivers. The 
labours of every man's hand are now abundantly rewarded. But he who 
is confined to a fixed pecuniary income, muſt attend ſtrictly to the rule of 
three; and unleſs his given number be conſiderable, his proportion will 
be {mall indeed. 


f This for a time was the manſion-houſe of the late Lady Eglinton. 

Captain Ralſton now lives in it, a gentleman who went to the Eaſt Indies 

with Colonel Fullerton. or in the Seaforth's regiment, and returned, af- 

ter eight years abſence, with a handſome fortune. The eſtate of War- 
vick. hall now belongs to him, | 
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Latin, and ſigned by the ſaid Cuthbert Earl of Glencairn, 
and his ſon, Lord Kilmaurs, at Glaſgow, 15th November 
1577, it appears, that the ſive- pound land of Kilmaurs, con. 
fiſting of 240 acres, was diſponed to 40 different perſons 
in feu-farm and free burgage, and to be held in equal pro- 
portions by them, their heirs and ſucceſſors, upon the 
yearly payment of 80 merks of the uſual money of the 
kingdom, that is, 2 merks for each goth'part “. It is ob. 

vious, 


* The moſt clparkable clauſes of this chatter are the following: 
« Holding and having all and whole the five-pound lands of the village 
of Kilmaurs, with their pertinents, from us and our ſucceſſors, Earls of 
Glencairn and Lords Barons of Kilmaurs, in free farm and heritage, and 
free burgage in barony for ever, by all the old righteous marches and di. 
_ viſions thereof, as they lay in length, breadth, in planes, hills, marſhes, 
high. roads and foot-paths, water-lakes, rivulets, meadows, paſture and pu. 
ſture- lands, huntings, hawkings, fiſhings, peats and turf, moſſes and moſſ. 
rooms, coal and coal-heughs, orchards, gardens, fruit- trees, houſes and 
buildings, kilns, bake-houſes, cunnings and cunningaries, pigeons and 
pigeon-houſes, quarries and limeſtone, ſmiddies, breweries and malting, 
ö broom- wood, and groves and ſhrubs, heights and hollows, arable and un- 
arable land, with courts of juſtice, and their profits, amerciaments and 
eſcheats, and with common paſture, and free iſh and entry, mills, mul- 
tures, and ſequels thereof, and with all and ſundry liberties and commo- 
dities, profits, eaſements, and righteous pertinents thereof whatſoever, 
as well not named as named, as well under as above the earth, far er 
near. Moreover, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, exonerate, amit, inhi- 
bit, and by the tenor of theſe preſents, diſclaim from us all uſe of buying 
or ſelling, of brewing or making malt, and of all other art or trade, VIZ, 
of ſhoemakers, cutlers, waukers, ſkinners, carpenters, and woolſters, to 
he exerciſed within our ſaid barony of Kilmaurs, except in our ſaid burgh 
in barony, and the liberties thereof, 'viz. within the limits of the fue. 
pound land thereof, as above written. And further, that all and ſundry) 
vendible goods, viz. meal, bear, malt, wheat, corn, lint, wool, ſheep, 
cattle, horſe, fleſh, fiſh, and whatſoever other merchandiſe is in our ſaid 
barony, in all time coming, ſhall be firſt preſented to the common market 
in our ſaid burgh in barony forefaid.” Theſe particulars ſurely are pe: 
culiar, or very uncommon ; fo likewiſe is this clauſe, —* And no woman, 
ſucceeding to an mheritance in the ſaid burgh, ſhall marry wine 00 
0 8 licenſe,” 
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«ious, that the great deſign of the Noble family this 
mber erection, was to bring together into one place a many 
con. Wl trades people As poſſible, and that the feuing of theſe lands 


rons MY vas meant as an encouragement and help to ſuch; but it 
pro. has all along produced a contrary effect. Six acres of land 


the was the ſhare which fell to each of theſe 40 feuars or tene- 


f the Ml menters, as they are called, the cultivation of which is no 
; ob. MW nore than proper exerciſe and amufement for a man 
ious, Ml whoſe employ ment is ſedentary, and which, with his la- 


hour otherwiſe, would enable him to live in ſome degree 
of comfort. But it is the misfortune of moſt men, to have 
a greater liking for employments that are foreign to them, 
than for thoſe which they have been bred up to follow ; 
hence, the tenementers of Kilmaurs did abandon their 


nd all Ayrſhire, with kail plants; and it was the demand 


much to the cultivation of their little ſpots ; but that de- 


tlus article for themſelves. There is not in the county 


5 better land, but it labours under this diſadvantage of being 
r 0 45 ; 5s F : 1 
n. munridge. In this caſe incloſures are impracticable, except 


ying WM Vhere good ſenſe has prevailed in bringing about an exchange 
"iz. WW eiproperty, and it is hoped, that the beneficial conſequencas 
of the few inſtances of this that have happened, will open 
ive. Wi eyes of thoſe who are blinded by prejudice and cuſtom. 
dry Tie number of portioners is now leſs than when the char- 


lold and laid together by one purchaſer, and it is probable, 
be. r they will all in time become an united property; a 


nan, arcumſtance not to be regreted, ſeeing, that under ſuch K 


Uviſion, all trade is negleQed, and a very ſcanty ſubſiſtence 
3 3 A — 
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principal buſineſs, and content themſelves with the pro- 
luce of their ſmall bit of ground. This burgh land is fa- 
mous for having ſerved Galloway, Nithſdale, Clydeſdale, 


for them that turned the attention of the proprietors ſo 
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nand has long ceaſed, other countries having learnt to raiſe 
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procured by the poſſeſſion of them, while they are the only 
object of attention. The town is pleaſantly ſituated on 2 
gentle aſcent, looking towards the ſouth. It conſiſts of one 
ſtreet only, with a by- lane or two, and a few back houſes, 
the entries to which are through thoſe in the front, A 
ſmall town-houſe ſtands in the middle, having a ſteeple and 
good clock. In this, the courts of Juſtice are held, and the 
meetings of Council for electing Magiſtrates, and other 
affairs of the town. No man can be elected a Magiſtrate 

- unleſs he be alſo a portioner, and none but thoſe who are 
portioners can vote in ſuch elections *. Many of the for. 
tieth parts being now the property of one perſon, there 
are by theſe means houſes to ſpare for tradeſmen, and more 
might ſtill be had by ſubfeuing. There is every induce- 
ment for ſuch people to chooſe an habitation here. The 
town is diſtant from coal, wrought in the lands of Mr Kit. 
chie of Buſby, only one mile or a little more. Each 
houſe has a garden belonging to it, ſufficient to ſupply any 
family with plenty of potatoes, and every ordinary vege- 
table. The market of Kilmarnock, which is but 2 Eng- 
liſh miles from this, can afford every thing elfe that may 
be needed. There was a time when 3o cutlers, and a good 
many tinkers, reſided in Kilmaurs. The cutlers made ex- 
cellent work, ſome of which is to be ſeen in the pariſh to 
this day, particularly breakfaſt knives, ſuperior, it is faid, 
to any thing of the kind that has as yet been made at 
Sheffield or Birmingham. The blade is of the beſt metal, 
neatly ſhaped, finely poliſhed, and ſet in a haft of Tortoile- | 
I i OT Ly ell, 


®* Two bailies are choſen annually, but their influence is inconſidei- 

able, having no conſtables to aſſiſt in the execution of their authority; 

the diſorderly and riotous therefore laugh at their threatened puniſhments 

This is not a defect in the conſtitution of the burgh, but a neglect hithe> 

to of their own, in not applying to the quarter-ſeſfion for an appointment 
of this kind, | | 
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fell, or ſtained horn, girt with filver virlets *. A branch 
of buſineſs has of late ſprung up in this place, tambouring, 
which affords employment to the females, and which has 
rendered the expenſe of rearing a family not only leſs, but 
has made it an advantage for a man to have his family 
conſiſt moſtly of that ſex. Girls at the age of 8 or 9 years, 
it is ſaid, can earn 8 d. a-day, and thoſe of 14 or 15 
18. 6 d. It is pleaſant to ſee the effects of this induſtry in 
the dreſs and manners of theſe people. Long may ſuch 
ſources of comfort continue ; for though the human mind 

is apt to be intoxicated by proſperity, and the conduct to 
be thereby tinctured with levity, yet, in circumſtances of 
this kind, the heart is more eafily trained to virtue, and 
the good leſs liable to hypocriſy. Some have complained 
in the Statiſtical Account of their pariſhes, that theſe 
works of art, which bring ſo many people of different ſex, 
age and tempers together are unfriendly to the intereſt of 
morality. But an attentive obſerver muſt be convinced, 
that the vices which are moſt hurtful to ſociety, do not 
prevail ſo much where an open and unreſtrained intercourſe 
takes place, as where ſecrecy and the tempora mollia fundi 
are frequently enjoyed. Beſides, that virtue which pro- 
ceeds from the abſence of temptation, is merely negative; 
and though it may prevent puniſhment, yet is not ſurely 
the object of reward. That propenfity to imitation. which 
*The keen edge which they put on inftruments requiring it, gave riſe 
% a mode of ſpeech which is yet in uſe through the country. A man of 
acute underſtanding, and quickneſs in action, is ſaid to be as ſharp.as a 
Kilmaurs whittle. An old Preſbyterian clergyman, in addreſſing him- 
ſelf to his audience, upon riſing to ſpeak after a young divine, who had 
delivered a diſcourſe in flowery language, and Engliſh pronounciation 
lad, “ My friends, We have had great deal of fine Engliſh ware among 
us the day, but aiblins, my Kilmaurs whittle will cut as ſharply as ony 


Engliſh blade; meaning that the language of his own country would be 
tetter underſtood, and do more good, 
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is found in the human conſtitution, ſhould operate in iz. 
vour of virtue as well as vice; and therefore, as in ever 

ſociety there are ſome virtuouſly inclined, why ſhould the 

influence of good example be leſs powerful than that which 

is bad? Human nature ſhould never be difparaged too 

much, nor more expected from it ton what confiſts with 
the ſituation f in 1 which it 18 placed. | 


The inhabitants of Kilmaurs town are in number 51 
of which 226 are ns, 288 females. 


Huſbands between Wives between 
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Widowers. Widows, Females unmarried. 
8rought over, 2 „„ N 50 
5o and 60, 1 50 and 60, 10 30 and 40, 10 
60 and 70, 7 b5So and 70, 9 40 and 50, 11 
jo and 8, x Jo and 8g, 4 5o and 66, 6 
— — do and 9, 1 560 dad %, 3 
Fr — 70 and 8, 1 
31 3o and 9o, 1 
82 
Cotton-ſpinners, 3 Day-labourer, - 16 
Sboemakers, 4 SO to ſhoemakers, 8 
Talon, 5 to wrights, 7 
er,, 9 - to weavers, 4 
Wrights = 6 - — to ſmith, 1 
Weavers, = - 9 Journeymen weavers, 3 
Smiths, - - 2 Ditto ſhoemakers, 2 
Colliers, 3 11 Flaxdreſſer, 1 
Cooper, I x Clock and watchmaker, 1 
Tinkers, : - | 4 Women-ſervants, bn L 
Stocking weaver, x Pariſh ſchool-maſter, 1 
Fidler, 5 1 Teacher without ſalary“, 1 


The 


* No unuſual cuſtoms prevail among the inhabitants of this pariſh. 
There is one indeed common to he whole country, that of gathering ma- 
by people together, and entertaining them at conſiderable expenſe when 
they bury their dead. However ill it can be afforded, nothing muſt be 
pared that cuſtom has ſanctioned. By exploding this in a great meaſure, 
many would have it in their power to do more eſſential acts of kindneſs to 
their friends and relations when living. There is little merit in helping 
to bury thoſe whom we help to ſtarve Nor do the deceaſed feel or enjoy 
any of the gratifications of vanity or miſplaced RI which prompt 
to hin cuſtom, | 
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The people are in general induſtrious, and where the; 
Intereſt is concerned, they have addreſs ſufficient for ob. 
taining or preſerving it. Suſpicion among themſelves in 
tranſacting buſineſs, and defign covered by an affected fin- 
plicity towards ſuperiors are perhaps ſometimes diſcernible. 
5 Compared with the times which are honoured with the 
character of pure, the vices which now appear are fewer 
and leſs attrocious. Like every other community, our; 
conſiſts of a mixture of characters. Juſtice requires it to be 
told, that much civility, Kindneſs, integrity, and candour, 
are practiſed by ME 


NOTE. 


The kirk: of nage was + founded a college by Sir w liam Cuning: 
' hame of Kilmaurs the 13th of May 1403, and endowed by him with cer. 
tam lands, for the ſupport of a provoſt, ſeven prehendaries, and two ſinging- 
boys. It is difficult to determine where theſe lands lay ; part of them, 
it is probable, are now the property of James Watſon, Eſq; merchant, 
 Greenock. The tower, of winch this gentleman 1s the proprietor, has been 
an high ſtrong built houſe, conſiſting of ſeveral apartments, and is ſeparated 
from the church by a garden, laid out with excellent taſte, eſpecially of 
the kind which-is favourable tb retirement and meditation. This, of al 
other places in the pariſh, is beſt ſuited to the convenience of the clergy. 
It is therefore moſt likely they had this for their reſidence. The lands 
contiguous, conſiſting of 80 Acres nearly, leſs or more, pay no teind either 
to the titular or miniſter ; ; and no reaſon can be aligned for this, unleſs 
that they are church-lands, belonging originally to the Ciflertizn order. 
Tkere was a mill, called the prebendary mill, immediately in the neigh: 
bourhood of the lands now mentioned, to which a diſtrict of the pariſh 
was thirled, and the multures were paid for behoof of the prebendaries. 
Jhe religious houſe of Kilmanrs, it is ſaid, was annexed to the abbey 
of Selkirk, afterward Roxburgh, now. Kelſo. The church itſelf muſt 
have undergone many alterations, if it is not altogether new fince it 
Sxit erection. There is nothing magnificent either in its fize or ſtructure. 
The only remarkable thing abaut it, is a burying place and monument 
belanging to the family of Glencairn. The monument has been executed 
At very conſiderable expenſe, but it is now in a ſtate of ſhameful diſre- 
pair. It is open to every idle and thoughtleſs viſitor, who takes ples 
ſure in demoliſhing the carved work: It is the only interelt * 
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the repreſentatives of that noble family now have in the pariſh, where 
their influence was once great, and their property extenſive ; with ſub- 
miſſion, therefore, it may be obſerved, that ſome attention is due to 
the memorials of ancient greatneſs, We regret that the moſt beautiful 


ſtructures of art cannot be preſerved from the ravages of time, but 


when they are ſuffered by neglect to fall into ruins, we cannot refrain 
from cenſuring thoſe to whom that negleR, with its conſequences, are 
to be attributed. | 

A diſpoſition to ſecede from the eftablithed church hath Le fubſit- 
ed among the inhabitants of Kilmaurs: and this diſpoſition was firſt ex- 


cited by the following circumſtance: About the 171 2, Mr Hugh Thom- 


em, then miniſter of this pariſh, demitted, upon the expectation of 
being called to Stewarton, but was ſomehow diſappointed ;| and either 
kis pride would not permit him to ſolicit a re-admiffion, or a majority 
cf the people, diſobliged with his giving them up, refuſed it. He re- 
tired to a ſmall property of his own in the pariſh, and on Sabbaths 


preached ſometimes at his own. fire-ſide, and ſometimes from a tent in 


the fields, to as many of his friends as would hear him. Five or fix years 
elapſed before another miniſter was elected; during which time Mr 
Thomſon had frequent opportunities of reconciling himſelf to many of 
lis former congregation. After Mr Miller was choſen and or dained, Mr 


Thomſon ſtill continued to preach in his own barn, or in the fields, 


to as many as were willing to hear him. Inconſtancy, which always at- 
tends the multitude, diſpoſed ſome to go one way and ſome another; 
directed by humour, local convenience, or hy the influence of once upon 
mother, they attended ſometimes Mr Miller, at other times Mr 'Chum- 


ion, While they were in this fluctuating ſtate, which continued long 


after Mr Thomſon and Mr Miller's death; Mr Smyton a young Anti. 
burger Miniſter, made his appearance amongſt them. This clergyman 
by the exerciſe of popular talents, or by the novelty of his declamations 
2painft, the real or ſuppoſed defections of the church, drew crowds 
after him. A congregition was ſoon formed for him, and a meeting- 
houſe built. He married a daughter of Mr Thomſon's, and by her ſuc- 
ceded to the property of a very good farm which is ſtill in the poſſeſſion 
of his heirs. As nothing that is violent can be of long duration, ſo the 
extreme ardour with which this man was followed, gradually abated, 


and he ſunk at laſt into the climate of cool eſtimation. A diſpute tooæ 


place between him and his aſſociate brethren about lifting the bread in 
the ſacrament and holding it during the prayer of conſecration. Mr 
dmyton inſiſted, that it is of religious obligation to obſerve this mode of 
Upenſing our Lord's Supper, and poſitively enjoined by the words of the 
vſtitution itſelf, By his brethren, this action was conſidered as not 

| 8 | binding 


, . th —_— — — 4 
— ——_— a _— hf OT 2 — PEROT IL. _ I ns BE. A 4 , p IPL : ; Wh 7 ER > . 2 
8 = — 5 TO : = A : 8 . 1 2 7 4 2 2 4 2 e * 2 2 n n 2 — n 
1 I 0 . 7 , ne = 4 7 . ay, 2 . n WH — wg F 8 5 1 Y . F ©” To = - . wy 
EIT R IS oa oranges » Ay 7 Oo "IE 3 3 2 > 8 7 rn n n lated — why ef n 
- "2 r * * \ . . * N ont. e > og Won > ve h d k * 


376 Statiſtical Account 


binding the conſcience, but that it might, or might not be performeq 
+ without incurring guilt. The argument was keenly agitated. At length 
it iflued in a rupture. Mr Smyton refuſed to hold communion with 
_ thoſe who did not punctually conform to his opinion, and the ſynod 
| paſſed a ſentence of expulſion againſt him for his obſtinacy. He was 


formally depoſed, but he deſpiſed the authority by which this was done, 
and continued to preach. Part of his congregation now ſeparated from 


him, and part remained. It then became a queſtion, who had the right 


to the meeting-houſe. Whether thoſe who remained, or thoſe who went 
off, The Court of Seffion determined it in favour of Mr Smyton, on this 


principle, that the majority of the Elderſhip, if not of the Congregation, 


remained with him. The ſwarm that went off ſoon found for themſelves 
a new houſe. They are diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of Lifters and 
Antilifters, or new and old light Of the former, including young people 


and children, who generally ſollow their parents, but have made no 


choice for themſelves, going ſometimes to one, and ſometimes te another 
place of worſhip, the number is 15 f, of the other 114, of Burghers, 69, 


Relief 7. Would to God, that as much of the power as of the form of 
religion were appearing among us: But while one ſays I ain of Paul, 


another, I am of Apollos, the truth as it is in Jeſus, even that teligion 


' which is from above, and is pure, peceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, 


full of mercy, and good fruits, is too much overlooked. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 
PARISH or STEWARTOWN, 


(Covorr OF Ave; Srvon or GLasSGow AND Arx, 
PxESBYTERY oF IRVINE.) | 


By the Rev. Mr Tromas MAXWELL. 


HE origin of its name is uncertain. But it is ſaid to 
have taken its rife from ſome of the Stewart race of 
Scottiſh kings having a relidence in it, and the remains of 
thoſe houſes are fill to be ſeen near the town It is above 
10 miles in length, and in ſome places about 4 in breadth. 
From many places in this pariſh, there are extenſive views 
of the Weſtern Ocean, the land of Arran, and Craig of 


Ailſa, The appear nce of the country is flat: But there 


b a gradual deſcent from the head of the pariſh to the ſea, 


There are no mountains, but ſmall hills in different places, 


and ſo ne of them are called Law hills, either becauſe that 


in old times courts of juſtice were held upon them, or from 


the low or flame raiſed on them, as a ſignal of the approach 
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of an enemy“. The air is rather moiſt, and in ſome ſeaſons WM {ame 
of the year there are heavy rains for a continued time, ow. MW men! 
ing probably to the nearneſs of the Weſtern Ocean, and i with 
Arran hills | | | of p 


Minerals Agricul ture, Soil, e are ſome free. H 
ſtone, and ſeveral lime quarries. But there is no coil and 
wrought in the pariſh, which is a great loſs to the inhabi. and 
tants, who are at a conſiderable diſtance from it. Sever Lain 
attempts have been made for it in different parts of the pa. in 1' 
riſh but they have hitherto proved ineffectual. This pariſh MI hold 
and neighbourhood is remarkable for large good milk cows, i 104: 
of which ſeveral perſons have from 10 to 20. They make fine MI time 
wert milk cheeſe, for which there is a great demand, and Wl may 
which gives a very high price. A tenant of Sir William beau 
Cunningham of Livingiton, who was then proprietor of WI and 
Robertland eſtate in this pariſh, got a premium ſeveral MW hun 


years at Edinburgh for the beſt cheeſe in Scotland. This WW num 
eltateis now the property of Sir John Hunter Blair. A.M vat: 
bout 30 years ago there were few or no incloſures in tie 79n 
pariſh, but now it is moſtly incloſed and ſubdivided, and itiel 
pays from 208. to 30s. the acre, and ſome of it more, which iſ 9ve! 
muſt make the real rent very great, eſpecially as the ground Wl We 
is moſtly arable. The valued rent is about L. 200: Scots, ll 2 ta 
and ] ſuppoſe the real rent may be about L. oo Sterling, othe 
But as many of the ſmall heritors have their farms in their WM $0» 
own hands, it is difficult, for this and ſome other reaſons, to 2 {c 
be exactly a certained. The ſoil is various in-different parts I be 
of the pariſh, At the head of it, which borders with the Fre 
1earns moor, it is not fo good, but in the lower part it "7 nh 
moſtly a ſtrong clay ſoil. There are upwards of go plong us 
employed. The method of improving land here is the x 
_ fame 100 


* Hence it is ſaid, that London in Ayrſhire, the Low nond hills 1 
Fife, and Ben-Lomond in Dumbartonſhire, derive their names, 
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ame as in Kilmarnock and other neighbouring pariſhes, 


mentioned in former volumes, and not inſiſted on here, 


with a view to avoid repetition. There are extenſive belts 
of * in different parts of the pariſh. 


Hirtars, Town, Schools, Poor: Ee There are 8 larger, 
and above 105 ſmaller heritors, who are called portioners, 
and who moſtly reſide in the pariſh. Mr Cunningham of 


Lainſhaw is patron. The roof of the church was taken off 


in 17752, and the walls heightened; it is now well ſeated, and 
holds a great number. The manſe was built ſo far back as 
1642, and though it has got ſome ſmall repairs at different 
times, is ſtill in a bad condition. The town of Stewartown 

may vie with any of is ſize in the welt of Scotland, for 
beauty, regularity, and cleanneſs. It conſiſts of one long 
and broad ftreet, with a croſs one. It has increaſed ſome 
hundreds, fince the preſent miniſter was ſettl-d, and a great 


number of new houſes have lately been built in it. The 
water of Annoch, which takes its riſe in the Mearns moor, 


rans palt this town in the form of a ſemicircle, and empties 
elf into the ſea a little below Irvine. There are 3 bridges 
over this water, at equal diſtances from one another, be- 
tween the head of the town and the foot of it. There are 


2 tolls in the pariſh, one on the road to Kilfnarnock, the 


other on the road to Irvine, but none on the road ro Glaſ- 
gow, winch was made more than 3o years ago.—There are 
2 ſchools in the country part of the pariſh. and 3 in the 
town, in ſome of which, (beſides Englith), Latin, Greek, 

French, and book-keeping, are taught. T he falary of the pa- 
uh ſchoolmaſter is only L. 1-0 Scots, out of which he siv es 
20 merks yearly to the 2 country ſchools. But it is ex- 
pected, as the pariſh is ſo numerous and wealtliy, it will 
oon be augmented.— The number of weekly penſioners is 
$, Lhey get 15. And there are 20 > quarterly, who get 
| according 


” 
"© 
z 3 
bo 
2 
"7 
MM 
* 
Fu * 
7 

5 5 
N 
* 
* 

o 

4 5 
s 

0 
5. 

1 
9 
by 
i 
£ 

Y . 
PU 
o 

8 
" 
a 
* 
2 
„ 
4 

2 

4 
x1 

* 

4 
1 
by 
1 
* 

i 

A 
4 

Ll 


fe er FE 


= *£ 4-5 


8 * . 
22 r 
. .. ̃7 XX.. 


* 
= - CRISS, 
at 


gt Spam FEE 


n 


—— 
. < E RF 


30 Statiſtica! Account 


according to their neceſſities. The yearly collection a. 

mounts to L. 49. None of the poor in the pariſh are allowed 

to beg out of it. But as the road from Glaſgow to Ayr, 
Irvine, &c. paſſes through this town, the inhabitants are 
oppreſſed with great numbers of ſtrolling poor from Glaf. 
gow and the other neighbouring towns. | 


Populetion El es to Dr Webſter 8 report. the po. 
pulation then amounted to 2819. There are belonging to 
the Church about 2300 ſouls. Beſides, there are ſome 
Burghers and Antiburgher Seceders, and a few old Came. 
ronians ; but all theſe ſects live in good harmony with the 
miniſter and people of the Eſtabliſhed Church. The precife 
number of the whole cannot be exactly aſcertained, There 
is 1 ſurgeon and i writer in the town, alſo from 100 to 130 
_ weavers ; but the chief trade in this place, and has been, it 
is ſaid, for above 100 years, is bonnet making, which em. 
ploys a great number of hands, They make alſo what are 
called French or Quebec caps. Beſides tupplying the coun- 
try and the Hi hlands with theſe articles. large quantities 
are exported, which turn out to good account; fo that it 13 
ſaid they draw L. 5: wee ly in return. Ihe births, deaths 
and marriage, as entered in the pariſh regiſter, for ſix 170 
are as follow: 


„ Venn, Births. | Deaths. Marriages. 
1784, 9 * 30 

1785, 63 40 11 
1786, 60 7 29 
1788, 48 8-8 

L789, 63 "ms 355 

Mifcellaneoui 


* Bee", mutton, and all other kinds of proviſion, (except meal), are as 
dear here as any where in Scotland, and ſervant's wages are at an _ 
1 e 


— 


n . 
owed 
Ayr, 
ts are 


Glaf. 


le po. 
ng to 
ſome 
ame- 
h the 
reciſe 
There 
) 130 
en, it 
1 em- 
It are 
Coun- 
titles 
it 15 
2aths 
7eALS, 


ges. 


J Stewartoun. — 


Miſcellaneous OBſervations.—The people are moſtly of the 


alual fize, and ſome conſiderably above it. They are in 


general a ſober intelligent people, hoſpitable to ſtrangers, 
and charitable to the poor, of which ſeveral inſtances could 
he mentioned. There have been ſome inſtances of longe- 


rity in the pariſh. A man died ſome years ago, who was 
about 103, a lady above 97, and a worthy heritor and elder 
died lately, who was above go. This is a poſt-town, and has 
deen ſo for a long time paſt. There is a regular arrival and 


iſpatch at and from this every day, for all towns in Britain, 
and letters come ſafely here, without having any other poſt- 
office written on them.—David Dale, Eſq; late one of the 
magiſtrates of Glaſgow, was born and educated in this place. 
He is well known in the commercial world. for the many ma- 
nufactures he has introduced, and carries on with ſucceſs. His 


tion, 


gant rate, which makes it very difficult for thoſe whoſe income is ſtated, 
and not advanced, to keep a family, Mutton is from 44, to 6 d. the pound. 
Beef from 6s. to 6 s. 6d. the ſtone. Cheeſe from 7 s. to 75. 6d the 
ſtone, Butter from 9 d. to 11 d. the pound, and other things in propor- 
nion. | | 


* 


piety, humility, and acts of charity, are worthy of imita- 
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NUMBER XXV. 
| PARISH or AVENDALE on STRATHAVEN. 


(Country oF LANARK, SYNOD OF GrLasGow AVD Ars, 
PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON,) | 


By the Rev. Mr Join Scorr. 


Situation, Ext a, Rivers, Mineral &c. 


Tur pariſh and barony of Avendale is ſituated in the 

middle ward of the county of Lanark. It is 12 
miles in length, and from 5 to 6 broad. The face of the 
country, a> the name imports, is open, riſing gradually 
from b th udes of the Aven, and on the ſouth ſide termi- 
nating in hills. The foil and climate are various. In the 
hilly part, and towards the W. and N. W. bounderies, the 
foil is generally black, and covered with heath and bent, 


and the chmate 1s very dierent from whit it is on the 


banks of Aven. In the lower grounds, the foil is in many 
places light and gravelly, in ſome clay and loam, and in 
others deep moſs, or a wet ſpungy ſubſtance mave up ot 
difterent ſoils. The air, though moiit, is not un holeſome, 
the inhabitants being ſeldom viſited with any epidemical 


dutemper. 
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aſtemper. Great numbers arrive at the age of 80 years 
and upwards. There are at preſent two people above go. 


The Aven *, which riſes on the confines of the pariſhes of 
sorn and Galſton, runs from 8. W. to N. E. the whole 


kngth of this pariſh, dividing it nearly into two equal parts. 
In its courſe, it is augmented firſt by a cat from Lochgate, 


which is the boundary between this and the pariſh of Gal- 
fon, and afterward by the waters of Givel. Calder, Lock- 
hart, Kype, Pomilion, and a great number of ſmaller 
fir:ams. There is trout in all theſe ſtreams, and a few ſal- 
mon in the Aven; beſides an immenſe number of ſmall 
ih, reſembling ſalmon fry, called paris. There is abun- 
lance of lime in different parts of the pariſh, «nd fome coal, 
but very little freeſtone. The coal which has hitherto 
been found is not of the beſt quality, but does very well 


Durham, juſt now employed in finking for coal, about 2 


going down a little farther. There are appearances of coal 


the price of that neceſſary article has been doubled in the 
courſe of a few years, it is hoped that no expenſe will be 
ſpared in ſearching for it, where there is any probability of 


er burning lime. There is a miner from the county of 


miles from the town of Strathaven He has found « ſeam 
between 2 and 3 feet thick, but expects to find a larger, by 


elewhere in the pariſh, and ſome ironſtone. As coal is 
the only fuel uſed in the lower part of the pariſh, and as 


1 the {iſ *ccels. Moſt of the coal conſumed in the town of Strath- 


5 the | aven, 
bent, ET . = 

| the Avon, I am informed, in the Gaelic language, ſignifies a ri ner. It is 

pronounced Auon, the firſt ſyllable like the Greek diphthong av. From 

man) tie cireumſtance of its being written with an o, and from ſeveral rivers 

nd in in this ifand being called Avon, it is probable that- the proper name of 

up of ls pariſh is Avondale, though in old charters it is written either Aven- 
3 dale or Evandale. The church ſtands in the lower end of the pariſh, at f a 
ical the town of Strathaven, which gives occaſion to the pajith being fre- p. 
mic quently fo called; but Dale is more deſcriptive of the face of the coun» 3 
nper, than Strach ; and the former ſeems to be the woſt ancient name. ; 
by 


8 9 IR; 
with KD 


- 27: "RR 


8 


E* 


8 


1 
"wh 


45 
: 
. 


— 


7 
14 
13 
1 4 
ov 
* 


394 Statiſtical Account 


aven, is at preſent brought from the pariſhes of Hamilton 
and Dalſerf, at the diſtance of 5 and 6 miles. 


Crops, Cattle, Hc.— The crops raiſed here are oats, bear, 
few peaſe, conſiderable quantities of potatoes, ſome rye graks 
and almoſt every farmer fows a peck or two of lint-ſee 
for houſehoid uſes. The low grounds, when ploughed after 
being ſufficiently reſted, yield good grain, which in an gr. 
dinary ſeaſon is cut down fully ripe ; but on the borders 
the moors, the crops are very precarious, and ſeldom ripen 
In the neighbourhood of the town of Strathaven, where 
land rents at from 20s. to 40s. the acre, the rotation is 
crop of oats, potatoes, oats, bear with graſs-ſeeds, and afte 
the graſs has been cut for two years, it is paſtured till th 
land is again fit for cropping. Potatoes are no where cults 
ted with more care. Almoſt every tradeſman plants a fen 
falls of ground in potatoes, for the uſe of his family. Thel 
he labours at his leiſure hours, from which he derives health 
and amuſement, and a wholeſome part of food for five u 


fix months in the year, at a very moderate expenſe. But ber 
this diſtrict, excepting a few farms in the lower end of tix of 1; 
Pariſh, is better adapted for paſture than tillage ; and tas 187 
rents are moſtly made up from the fale of cheeſe, buttet, pad 
and veal. The cheeſe made here ſells at from 6s, to 75 1 1 
the ſtone, and calves have ſometimes been ſold at L. 4 Stel- the « 
ling; but the average price is from L. 1 to L. 3. I * 
practice of bleeding calves, fo common in England, is hards an 
ly known here. The only arts uſed to make them fatiel BE 
faſt, are bringing them on gradually to take a great deal d E 
milk, keeping them in a dark place, and amidſt plenty of I 
dry litter. Unleſs they are fed moderately at firit, they te 152 
apt to loathe the milk in a ſhort titue; and, like moſt other 5 
Yours animals, thay are iportive, and apt to take too 1 4 i 
excrcile, which 's 3.4 nevented by hutting ein BY 2 TY 


the light, A calf of two mouths old, well fed, often © \ 
— 1 
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"1 at from L. 2, 10 8. to L. 3. The demand for veal is ſo great, 
that the farmers never think of rearing more calves than 
what is neceſſary to keep up their ſtock of cows. The 
number of cows kept is about 18 upon the ploughgate of 
land. They are of ſmall fize, but well made, and are 
found to be more hardy, eaſier fed, and to yield more milk 
in proportion to their fize than cattle of a larger breed. 
The value of milk is now ſo well underſtood, that even 
the whey is turned to account by feeding young ſwine with 
it. During the ſummer months, theſe animals ſwell upon 
it amazingly, and by being fed upon potatoes and oats, or i 
at- meal, for a month or ſix weeks in harveſt, are fit for 
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I laughter in the month of November, when they are com- 
als monly 8 months old, and weigh from 8 to 9 ſtone. This 
A {oo dleanly fort of feeding has reconciled the people here to the 
Thee ve of iwine's fleſh, which was once held in abomination. 
beate The old Scots plough is the only one in uſe here. It is 
de ſometimes drawn by 3, but oftener by 4 horſes. The num- 
bal ber of horſes in the pariſh has been gradually diminiſhing 
of the of late years, owing to there being leſs land in tillage, and 
nde Lreat deal of the wet grounds being laboured with the 
butter ſpade, Beſides, it is now becoming cuſtomary to buy hor- 
to 15. es about the end of January, and to fell them again about 


the end of May, when the labour is over ; ſo that a farmer 


er: 
; who occupies a ploughgate of land, ſeldom keeps more 
ha ben two work horſes for 8 months in the year. There 
Re e a few horſes reared, and the breed is improving. A 
deal d par of draught horſes, bred here, was ſold a while ago at 
enty of L. 70 Sterling. Although every farmer has more or leſs 


hey wrt land in tillage, yet the country part of the pariſh, in an or- 
n Ko Gnary leaſon, does very little more than ſupply itſelf with 
ova Lan. The greateſt part of the oat-meal conſumed in the 
„ en en of Strathaven, is brought from the neighbouring pa- 
en eb nes, and the wheat - our made ule of by the bakers, is 


ah Vor. IX. | 30 | brought 


336 . Statiſtical Account 


brought from the eaſt country in carts, which carry butter, IM being 
_ cheeſe and veal, to the Edinburgh market. The incloſing non 
of the low grounds, which was begun about 30 years apo, 1781 
has baniſhed all the ſheep, excepting a few pets, entirely IM the | 
to the moor farms. The number kept upon theſe is about peric 
1500, all of the old Scots breed ; and the only improve. dull, 
ment which has hitherto been made in this fort of farming, coun 
is that of keeping fewer upon the ground. The woo], like wor 
the paſture, is coarſe, and takes about 8 fleeces to the ſtone, deat 
which ſells at from 5 to 68. In wet ſeaſons the ſheep are giſte 
very liable to the rot. . 


Population. According to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls at that time was 3551. Mr Charles Roß, 
in his map of Lanarkſhire, publiſhed in 1773, makes the 
population of this pariſh to be 3770 ſouls. But he hu 
certainly over-rated it; for it does not contain that number 
at preſent, though it has been on the increaſe ſince that pe- 
riod. By an enumeration made in the years 1782 and 
1781, the population. was as follows : 


In the country, 335 families 1748 perſons; 60 more 
women than men. 


In. the town, 439 e 1444 perſons; 138 mere 


women than men. pl 
In the whole pariſh, 7) 5 families, 3192 perſons. 8 

v 

Population i in 1791 and 1792. to 

In the country, 315 families, 173 3 perſons; only 9 more ce 
women than men. 4 
In the town, 469 families, 1610 perſons ; 23r more Wo: 1 
men than men. | ( 
In the whole pariſh, 784 families, 3343 perſons. | 
The diminutivn of inhabitants in the country 15 owing. 0 


to the moor farms having gone into fewer hands, and tber 
being 
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being now almoſt no cottagers in the pariſh. The propor- 
tion between males and females in the years 1780 and 
1781, and at preſent, ſhows the advantages of peace, and 
the flouriſhing ſtate of our manufaQtures. At the former 
period, in conſequence of the American war, trade was 
dull, and many young men enliſted in the army, or left the 
country in queſt of employment; but there is now more 


work at home than hands. The number of births and | 
deaths cannot be exactly aſcertained, as they are not all re- 


giſtered. The births, it is believed, are about 100 annual- 


ly. In the year 1788, more than 40 children died of the 


mall pox. Inoculation is practiſed here, but not general- 
ly, owing to its having proved fatal in one or two inſtances. 
The average number of marriages for 8 years paſt, has 
been between 32 and 33. There have been 9 e 
marriages n the laſt 6 years. 


e e. —The ſpinnin g and Winne of 


Dutch flax was once a conſiderable article of trade in the _ 


town of Strathaven, but has been on the decline ever ance 
the introduction of the cotton manufacture. About 15 
years ago, from 12 to 15 hands were conſtantly employed 
in dreſſing flax; now there are not more than 2 or 3 em- 
ployed in it The principal employment of the women 


then was ſpinning, and they were famous for making ſine 
.yarn. A conſiderable part of the yarn was manufactured 


tor the behoof of people in the place, and the remainder was 
carried to the great manufacturing towns. Now the weavers 
are almoſt wholly employed by the Glaſgow and Paiſley 
manufacturers, and cotton yarn is the principal material. 
Great numbers of young women too are employed, by the 
lame people, in flowering muſlin. There are upwards cf 309 
looms in the town of Strathaven, and about 30 more in the 
country part of the pariſh, and yet it is with great difficulty 


that 


\ confining them too ſoon to a ſedentary life, makes then 
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that the inhabitants can get their home-ſpun yarn manufac. Wit at f 
| tured into cloth. The great wages made by weaving, induce, Mis ſupe! 
many parents to put their boys too early to that buſinefs, inal! p 
which ſtints their growth, occaſions ſwellings about their Mybiche 
legs, and hurts their morals, by rendering them too ſoon in. and a! 
dependent of their parents. The ſame temptation is pre. mong 
ſented to the girls by the flowering of muſlin, which, by Mo L 
do not 
pale and ſickly, and is likely to ſubject them to nervous ber of 
| complaint all their lives. There is a cotton mill erectinz WWIS's * 
at the town of Strathaven, which, it is ſaid, will employ houſes 
from 60 to 70 hands. There are other two in contempla. ears. 

tion. About 30 years ago, there was only 1 baker in the HITheſe 
town. There are now 3, and all well employed. The tor“ 
number of butchers too has been doubled within the ſame Meafily 
period. There are 22 public houſes in the pariſh, 20 of iſ 31 
which are in the town, and about the ſame number of dell. 
ers in tea and tobacco. Some accidents have happened of 
late years, from the retailing of bad whiſky.—There are 
commonly 2, ſometimes 3 ſurgeons in the town, and the 
| ſame number of writers s. OE, 


year, 


the p 


Ec 
publ. 
town 
te) 
elev: 


Rent, Diviſion of Property, &c.—The valued rent of the 
pariſh is L. 76 50 Scots, the real rent is about L. 6000 Ster. 


ling, excluſive of the rents of the houſes in the town. Theſe dm 

| | VV let beo 

9 5 | abr 

* Prices of Labour and Proviſions, —The price of labour has advar- the 

ced almoſt a third in the courſe of the laſt three or four years. The wa- the 
ges of a man-ſervant, who lives in the houſe, are from L.9 to L. 10 4. 

year; and of a woman-ſervant, from L. 3, 10s. to L. 5. A labourer by por! 

the day earns I s. and his victuals, and in harveſt, 1 8. 6. d. or 15. 8. d. for 

Maſons wages are now 2s. and 2s. 2d. a-day. In the neighbourhood and 

of the town there is a gocd deal of labour in the fields done by the piece, by: 


_ eſpecially digging. This place being only 16 miles diſtant from Glas | 
gow, and having a number of carriers who go there weekly, the price of ac 
all kinds of proviſions is only a trifle lower than in that market, 
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ahve. he at from 10 s. to L. 14 a. year. The Duke of Hamilton 


luce: Is ſuperior of all the lands in the pariſh, excepting a very 
neſs, mall portion of temple land, which is held of Lord Tor- 
their Mybichen. The Duke is alſo proprietor of between a third 
n in. Mind a fourth part of the pariſh. The reſt is divided a- 


mong a great number of heritors. Thirteen. are poſſeſſed 
of L. 100 Scots, and upwards, of valued rent; of theſe four 
Jo not reſide in the pariſh. There is a confiderable num 
ber of ſmaller heritors, poſſeſſed of ſingle farms, or plough- 


rv 

Ai gates of land, and a great many portioners. Several good 

ploy houſes have been built by different heritors within theſe 20 

apl. pars. The whole pariſh is divided into 101 ploughgates. 

\ the Theſe are very unequal, both in value and extent. No he- 
The mor or tenant occupies more arable land than he can labour 


er z united, which is very extenſive, and rents at L. 130 a- 
the pariſh is generally parcelled into much fmaller farms. 


Ecclgiaſtical State, Stipend, Wc.—There are 3 houſes for 
public worſhip in the pariſh, all of them fituated at the 
town of Strathaven, which is far from being centrical. In 
the year 1772, the pariſh-church was removed from a fine 
tevated fituation in the church-yard, and rebuilt in a low 
Theſe I damp place, contrary to the minds of the great body of the 

let people. The veneration which they had for the ancient 
 Wibric, the place where their fathers had long worſhipped, 


dvan . , | ; | | 
pet! the incommodiouſneſs of the new houſe, without ſeats, and 
10 + e inhabitants of the town being refuſed their proper pro- 
er by Portion of it, determined them to ſet on foot a ſubſcription 

8. d. 


or a chapel of eaſe. A decent houſe was accordingly built, 
_ nd conveniently fitted up in 1776. While the houſe was 
Gu: WM ding, ſeveral miniſters of the preſbytery of Relief came 
ice of ad preached at a tent, with whoſe eloquence the people 
were 


_ 


ally with 1 plough. There is x moor farm, or rather 2 


fear. A few farms are rented at from L. 50 to L. 70, but 


390 Statiſtical Account 


| were fo charmed, that they no lon ger thought of a chap; 
of eaſe, but of a Relief meeting-houſe. Befides this, ther 
is an Antiburgher meeting-houſe, which was built abo 
the year 1766 *. About the one half of the inhabitants 
the town, and almoſt two-thirds of the country part of 
Pariſh, ſtill adhere to the Eſtabliſhed Church. The r. 
are either diſſenters of different denominations, or make 5 
religious profeſſion of any kind. The Relief congregatia 
is numerous, but it is partly made up from the neighbou 
Ing partſhes of Glasford, Stonehouſe, and Kilbride, 
Antiburgher congregation is made up in the ſame way; h 
though of longer ſtanding than the other, is much ſmalk 
There are ſtill a few of the old Cameronians in the paril 
nſtead of worſhipping in the fields, as formerly, they no 
have a meeting-houſe in the neighbouring pariſh of Louda 
to which they occafionally reſort. The obſervations ol 


12 5 8 $ 
worthy clergyman of this church are fully verified hen fa 
© Divihons which were formed in anger redound to then *Wp 
creaſe of knowlege and forbearance ; time moderates tl * 
fierceneſs of wrath; the multitude of ſects abates tit = 
animoſity ; principle is reſpected, miſtakes are pardone 4p 
and they are drawn together again by the bonds of | The 

manity.“— The Duke of Hamilton is patron.—The ſupe The 

cler] 

* To counteract ſeceding principles, and to accomodate the hin {c 

parts of the pariſh with a houſe for public worſhip. Mr William Gilmour of th 

_ preacher of the goſpel, who had long been catechiſt in the pariſh, begi of te 

about the year 1777, to build a chapel in a convenient place, ger” too e 

four and five miles diliant from the pariſh-church. He died we conf 

beginning of the year 1980, ſhortly after the intended chapel, wank, * 

ſchoolmaſter's houſe were roofed in, leaving his whole eſtate, wo healt 

conſiderable, for endowing the chapel, and other pious uſes with "2 of la 
parih. But his will, or rather wills, (for there were ſix of them, an life 


it 
holograph,) were found to be ſo perplexed that the heir at law . 
fit to ſeize upon the eſtate, and the validity of the wills has never * ** 
brought to a trial Thus, tic good man's purpoſes have been dete 


by not employing a man of buſineſs to write his will. 
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* is 6 chalderd of vidual, L. 600 Scots. in money, and 9 
there merks for communion- elements; all of which has hitherto 
aboy been paid by one hand. The glebe was originally 4 acres, 
ants d put has been twice cut up with turnpike roads in the courſe 
of hl ot the laſt 7 years; ſo that it is now rendered of little va- 
ie rape to poſſeſs, but might be turned to account by feuing it 
ake ll dor houſe ſteadings and gardens. The manſe is large and 
eau om modious, but having been ill built at firſt, is frequently 
Zhou ſtanding in need of repairs. Beſides the miniſter, there is a 
catechiſt or aſſiſtant preachur, who enjoys a benefice of 500 
merks a- year, mortified by Ann Ducheſs of Hamilton in 
1510. The late Mr William Gilmour, above mentioned, 


ay 5 0 
malle 


Lk ze money for raiſing it to L. 40 Sterling; but, like his 
iy "BY «ther ——— it has not yet taken effect. | 

OULU 

T : School, Pars Ec Tbe 8 Gunner has a ſalary 
d net 


of 200 merks, a ſchool- room, a dwelling-houſe, and a ſmall 
garden, He teaches Engliſh, Latin, Greek, arithmetic, 
and writing. The wages are, for Engliſh 18. 2d. a- quarter, 
and for the other branches of education, 1s. 8d. The 
werage number of ſcholars for the whole year is 60. 
There is a private ſchool in the town equally numerous. 
The pariſh ſchoolmaſter is commonly precentor, ſeſſion- 
derk, and clerk to the pariſh-meetings. There are always 
2, ſometimes 3 ſchools in remote parts of the pariſh, —Moſt 
of the poverty to be found here may be traced to the uſe 
of tea, tobacco, and whiſky. Theſe luxuries are not only 
too expenſive for people in narrow circumſtances, but the 
conſtant uſe of them begets habits very unfavourable to 
health and induſtry. In this part of the country, the price 
af labour always bears ſuch a proportion to the neceſſaries of 
lle, as that the ſober and induſtrious may not only earn 
preſent ſubſiſtence, but may lay up ſomething againſt the 
o defeat eril day. There are ſome indeed born in poverty, with 
uh weak and ſickly conſtitutions as to be unable to work, 
and. 
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rath 


and others, whom age or diſeaſe, or calamity, has reduced 
to want; theſe no doubt are peculiarly entitled to relief 
But the proviſion for ſuch as become poor through ſloth, or (ami! 
_ drunkenneſs or ſenſuality, or vain expenſe, ought to be very ſe to 
ſcanty. The average number of poor upon the parifh roll, Mai. 
for the laſt 10 years, has been from 50 to 60. The funds {Mears 
for their ſupport, are, the intereſt of L. 500 Sterling of ſtock, Mboug| 
at 42 per cent. the morteloth money, which uſually amounts Hing 
to about L. 14 a- year, a ſmall ſum ariſing from the pro. Netwe. 
clamation of marriages, and ringing of the church bell at bar, 
funerals, and an aſſeſſment upon the pariſh. The heriton ted 
and kirk. ſeſſion meet half- yearly, at Candlemas and Lan. ler 
mas, and proportion the aſſeſſment. It is laid, the one half ere 
upon the heritors, according to their valued rent, and the r © 
other half upon houſeholders, according to their ſuppoſed MiP"* 
_ circumſtances. For ſome years paſt it has amounted to ridge 
L. x00 Sterling a-year. The penſioners are paid month e 
ly by the collector, who has a ſmall ſalary for his trou WF"? 


ble * allies 


ming 


| ravel] 
Antiquities, Names of Places, c. A Roman road a y fü 
eauſeway, can be traced for ſeveral miles on the ſouth fide lhe, 
| | | on, 


Noun 


Perhaps it would be better to pay them oftener, and to give then MP". | 
part of their allowance in meal. Before they can be admitted, they mult tween 
apply by petition at one of the half yearly meetings, and make an aligns fan 

tion of all their effects to the pariſh. Of theſe an inventory is taken, 
and they are ſold after their death.—The collections made in the pariſh 
church are allowed for exigencies.— There are two ſmall mortiſications 
for paying ſchool-wages, and purchaſing Bibles and catechiſms, for the e fu 
children of the poor. Beſides theſe funds, the incorporated trades, (af made 
which there are four in the town,) have each of them a box #5 it 15 Ard e 
called, out of which they make diſtributions among their indigent and 
diſtreſſed members. The calamity which aroſe from the failure of cf 
I782, was greatly alleviated, by their laying out part of their ſtock in 


lacce 


| le pr 


Were 1 


able th 


the purchaſe of grain, which they ſold at (aud in ſome caſes under) punt Vo 
coſt. | | | 


o 
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wrathaven was once a conſiderable thoroughfare. But 


ning to the injudicious manner in which the road from 
Mmilton has been conduRted, it is now almoſt deſerted, and 


De toll levied upon it is ſcarcely ſufficient to keep it in re- 


air, The rage for ſtraight lines which prevailed about 30 
ears ago, made the truſtees carry it over all the heights, 
hough it might have been thortened conſiderably by car- 
ng it in a more level direction. A new turnpike road 


tween Glaſgow and Dumfries, by Muirkirk and San- 


ir, which was begun in 1790, and is now almoſt com- 
Ikted, likewiſe paſſes through this pariſh, and croſſes the 
ther at the town of Strathaven. But this road does ſtill 
b credit to the condutors of it than the former. A rage 
ir crooked lines, for carrying it through ſwamps and 
porafſes, for cutting down heights, and making mound 
ridges acroſs vallies, has made them almoſt uniformiy de- 
ate from the ſhorteſt and moſt level line of direction be- 
ween the points ſpecified in the act of Parliament. Theſe 
alles muſt be attended with very ſerious conſequences to 
myellers. if ever this road comes to be much frequented, 
by ſtraying off the metalled part of the road in a dark 
icht, or when the ground happens to be covered with 
tow, a rider may loſe kis horſe in a ſwamp; and the 
nound bridges are no leſs dangerous, if not ſtrongly railed 
It was im poſſible, indeed, to avoid ſwampy greurd be- 
ween this pariſh and Muirkirk; but to go round in queſt 
| a morals between Glaſgow and Strathaven is altogether. 
naccountatle. In conſequence of deviating ſo much from 
the proper line of direction, this road has coſt three times 
de fum at which it was eſtimated, when application was 
ute for the act of Parliament to carry it into execution : 
And only a few miles of it were made, when the truſtees 
ere under the neceſlity of applying for another act to en- 
lle them to borrow more money, and impoſe heavier toll- 


Vol. IX 3 duties. 
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duties. Theſe are extremely high. A perſon riding Je 


horſe from Strathaven to Glaſgow, which is only 16 mileſſhupels 
pays 5+ d. a fingle-horſe cart pays 8d. and a four wheele ces o 
| Chaiſe 3s. 2d. a heavier duty than is paid in any part bring 
Scotland, for travelling the ſame length of road. There WMencfit 


three bridges over the Avon in this pariſh, The firſt v. 
built by Ann Ducheſs of Hamilton about the beginning g 
this century, and is now on the line of the Muirkirk road 
The other two have been built ſince, partly by the county 
and partly by the pariſh. The ſtatute labour is commute 
at the rate of 128. upon the ploughgate of land, and from 


pariſh 
uman 
d, tha 
une fl 
ted 
Aua! 


1s. to 28. upon houſeholders. This fund will ſoon put t Phich 
pariſh roads, and the bridges over the ſmaller ſtreams, i rek! 
excellent repair, as materials are every where eaſy to o pu! 
found. e e pot 
15 l . : | mcien 
Antiquitiss, Names of Places, Cc. — A Roman road e ited 
cauſeway, can be traced for ſeveral miles on the ſouth fue 
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* To remedy ſuch abuſes, no road-bill ought to be allowed to be 
brought into Parliament till it has been printed and circulated, for fi 
months at leaſt, in the county or counties through which the propoſed 
road is to pats, - ſurv vors invited by advertiſement in the newſpapers 
to aſcertain by men'urition the ſhorteſt and moſt level line between tte 


ward 
and 


cello 
poiuts fixed upon in te bill, ini contractors to give in eſtimates, a. 
cording to which they are ready to undertake the making cf the rod, 
Had thee regulations been adopted long ago, a deal of private jobbing | 
had been vrevented, in this neighbourhood at leaſt, much money ſaved 
to the public, and indivicua's ſecured againſt having their properties cut 
up more than once on account of the iame road, Bat it is hoped, that 
Governmevt will ſohm take the management of the turupikes into thei 
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hands. They would produce a great revenue; and by employing the 
military upon the roads in ture cf peace, e price of labour would be 
kept moderate, the rapid riie ct v nich in this part of the country, is en- 
tire l) 0V1Ng to the n:aing of roads. The foldiery too, by juch labori- 
dus e ploya ent, would be cone more kardy ard leis debauched, end 
centequentiy leſs hurtful to tue morals ot their fellow citizens: 
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ding Ml the Avon. On the ſame ſide of the river, there are 3 
 milesWhapels named after different ſaints, which were probably 


heeleFMlces of worſhip, where the clergy belonging to the neighs 
part ouring abbey of Leſmahagoe, officiated at times for the 
ere left of the people, before this diſtrict was erected into 


rſt w; 
ning 0 
k road 
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Nmunted 
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put the 
ams, in 


y to be 


nriſh. An honeſt man, who happened to dig up ſome 
man bones near one of theſe chapels a while ago, remark- 
d that the people in old times had been much about the 
me fize as at preſent.— The town of Strathaven was e- 
ed into a burgh of barony in the year 1450, with the 
hal privileges, and had an extenfive commonty ; all of. 
hich has long ago become private property. It has a 
weekly market, and a number of annual fairs; but having 
p public funds, has no other magiſtracy than a baron bailie 
pointed by the Duke of Hamilton. This parith was 
uciently a part of the eſtate of Douglas, which being for- 
fited in the reign of James I. continued in te hands of 
the Crown till the year 1456, when it was erected into a 
hrony in favour of Andrew Stuart, grandſon of Murdoch 
Duke of Albany, who was at that time created Lord 
Avendale, and made warden of the eaſt marches to- 


oad 90 
th fide 


0 


d to be 


for ſix | | | 
oo! Wh "arts England. He built the caltle of Avendale ; 
papers, and upon the acceſſion of James III. was made Chan- 
een the 


ellor of Scotland. Andrew ſecond Lord Avendale, ha- 


ed „ing a feud with ſome of the neighbouring barons, and 


road. 1 . a | 

ovbing WY vihing to live at a dittance from them, exchanged the ba- 
e ny of Avendale with Sir James Hamilton of Finnart, 
1s cut 


bor the barony of Ochiltree in Ayrſhire, in the year 1534, 
which is ratified by an act of Parliament in 1543; and 
Andrew Stuart allowed the ſtyle of Ochiltree, with the 
precedency of Avendale. It would appear, that Lord 
Caltleſtuart, ok the kingdom of Ireland, conſiders himſelf 
the repreſentative of this family, as he is now claiming the 
title of Lord Ochiltree. By the imprudence of Sir James 
Hamilton, the barony of Avendale ſoon came into the 
bands of his brother, the Earl of Arran, and has continued 
in 
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in the family of Hamilton ever fince. The caſtle of Ave prized 
dale ſtands upon a rocky eminence at the town of Strath. 
aven, near a {mall water called Pomilion, which falls into 
the Avon about a mile below. It was ſurrounded by 
ſtrong wall, with turrets at certain diſtances, and the en. 
trance was ſecured by a draw-bridge. This, and the caſt 
of Arran, were alternately the refidence of Ann Ducheß 
of Hamilton, during the uſurpation of Oliver Cromyel| 
This worthy Lady always remembered the attachment 
| ſhown by her tenants and vaſſals in the days of her adyer. 
ſity, and paid an annual viſit to this place at the celebratin 
of the Lord's Supper, till ſhe was prevented by the infr: 
mities of old age. She died in the year 1716, after which 
the caſtle of Avendale was no longer kept in repair,—The 
names of ſome places, ſuch as Kirkwood, Hawk wood, ſeemts 
indicate, that this diſtrict was once adorned with woods; d 
which there are no longer any veſtiges, but what are com- 
mon every where, large trunks of oak and birch buried in 
deep moraſſes. The names of places are all Engliſh, with 
a very few exceptions, ſuch as Kype, Carnduff, Drumcloy, 


This laſt place is famous for a rencounter between the Cove- Wl 120 
nanters and a party of dragoons, in which the latter were de. Wi mar 
feated. On Sunday the 1ſt of June 1679, the Covenanters hal WW zyp 
aſſembled for divine ſervice at Drumclog, to the number d ate 
about 300 armed men. That they might not be ſurpriſe Bil ate 
buy a ſudden attack, they had placed a watch on Loudon- Bi wit 
hill, a remarkable eminence about a mile diſtant, com- dilc 
manding a view of the whole country. Captain Graham" Bi ver 
of Claverhouſe, afrerward Viſcount of Dundee, being ah: 
| | . pic Wil - 
* This gentleman was extremely obnoxious to the covenanters. A 
reſpectable heritor in this pariſh. whoſe grandfather was at Drumelog, 
remembers to have heard him tell, that he lay behind a hillock, and fired 
eight ſhots at Claverhouſe. Oa tte grave-ſtones of the people who fell 


on this and other occaſions, ſome of which are in rhyme, he is deſigned 
Bloody Graham of Claverbouſe. | 
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% 
prized of the meeting, —— the morning of the fame 


ty, from Hamilton with his cavalry. They were ſpied, 
yy the watch ſhortly after they paſſed Strathaven *, who 


un and informed their brethren of the approach of the e- 
the enWnemy. After prayer, by their miniſter Mr William Ha- 
cal nilton, who acted hkewiſe as commanding officer, they 
)ucheß WW irew up in order, took their ſtation, and gave the ſoldiers 
m well Wl: reception very different from what they expected. 
hment Thirty of them were killed : Captain Graham had his 
adver. MM horſe ſhot under him, and made a very narrow eſcape. 
Yration WW The Covenanters loſt only a few men. Their horſes were 
e 1nfir- : great incumbrance to the dragoons, the place of action 
whuch being almoſt ſurrounded with ſwampy ground. Had the 
— The WW Covenanters purſued their advantage, it is believed that 
cem to they might have cut the whole party to pleces. The ſuc- 
ds; of MW ceſs of the Covenanters, on this occaſion, encouraged them to 
com. muſter an army of 8:c0 men, about three weeks afterward, 
ried in t Bothwell bridge, and diſpute that paſſage with the King's 
, with Wi forces, commanded by the Duke of Monmouth. Here, 
mclog. Wi however, they were defeated with great ſlaughter, and 
Core. 1200 of them taken priſoners. After the battle, the Duke 
re de. narched his army 1nto this pariſh, with the view, as was 
rs had Wi pprehended, of revenging the affair of . Drumclog. But 
ber af WY after remaining for a tew days, during which the cavalry 
pried Wi ite up moſt of the grain 1n the country, the army retired 
udo. without doing any miſchief. The men were under good 
com- lſcipline, and the Duke behaved, in every reſpect, with : 
ham“ zeneroſity becoming his high rank. 
g ap- | 
prited Miſcellaneous Obſervations. — This pariſh is well watered, 
2 nd needs only incloting and ſhelter to make it an excel- 
nelog, lent 
| fired 


10 fell 
igned 
» 


* Strathaven is j miles from Hamilton, and D nmclog between 5 and 6 


rom Strathaven; ſo that the dragoons had a maich of more than 12 miley 
a the eogagement. 
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lent grazing country. . Moſt of the low grounds have 1 
deed been incloſed with hedge and ditch, but there are 
very few fences in the pariſh. The graſſy ſoil is inimicy 


to young thorns, and few people can be at the pains t 
weed them often enough. Perhaps it would be better to 
plant hedges of beech or laryx. Till the lands are incl. 


ſed with ſufficient fences, the farmers cannot well tun 


their attention to green crops, a thing much to be wihel, 


For want of theſe, their cattle are fed on oat ſtraw and 
coarſe hay for almoſt fix months in the year. The conf. 
quence is, that they are quite dried up and emaciated he 
fore they get upon the graſs in the month of May ; and 


every body knows that cattle muſt be in good Plight, be. 


fore they can yield milk either of good quality, or in ay 
conſiderable quantity. Shelter is alſo much wanted here, 


The Duke of Hamilton's eſtate in the pariſh conſiſts d 
upwards of 11,400 acres: Were two or three hundred d 
th ſe laid out in belts of plantation, as has been done in tle 


pariſh of Hamilton, it would both beautify the ſcenery 


and mend the climate. The ſmall plantations which have 


been made by ſome reſiding heritors, and the few tres 
which are about almoſt every farm-houſe, ſhow that plants. 
tions will thrive here. Conſiderable improvements hare 
been made of late years, by draining the wet grounds, and 
ſowing them with Poliſh oats. A deep morals in the 
neighbourhood of Strathaven, which was not worth a fil 


| ling the acre, has thus been bronght to let at a guinea 
"The grievance which the farmers here moſt complain dl 


is the tax upon ſaddle-horſes. Few of them can afford t 


| keep a horſe for the purpoſe of riding; yet if they mount 


a labouring horſe on Sunday to go to church, they a 
charged. The rigorous execution of this act has done 
more towards ſouring their minds againſt Governmeth 


than all the ſeditious pamphlets that have been publiſhes 
NUN. 
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NUMBER XXVI. 


PARISH or MARYTON, 


(CounTY OF ForFaR, SYNOD or ANGUS AND MEARNS, 
| PRESBYTERY OF BRECHIN.) f 


By the Rev. Mr James W1L80N. 


Boundaries, Eſtates, Extent, Air, S-SO. 


HIS pariſh is bounded on the N. by the river of 

- Southeſk and the baſon or back ſands of Montroſe ; 
en the S. by the-ſea and the pariſh of Lunan. There are 
only now two eſtates here, Old Montroſe and Dyſart. 
Od Montroſe was the property of the great family of 
Montroſe, till the reign of Charles II. We then find it in 
the poſſeſſion of the famous Earl of Middleton. Since that 
tine it has paſſed through the hands of a great many, and 
5 now the property of Sir David Carnegie, Baronet, of 
doutheſk. From its name, one might be apt to imagine, 
that there had been a town here before the preſeat town of 
Montroſe was built ; but of this there remains no tradition. 
Bonnyton, which is now joined to Old Montrote, was 
lie ſeat of the family of Wood. It is only within theſe 
few 
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8 fow years paſt that the. remains of the old caſtle fell down. Ind of 
It had been regularly fortified, with a complete ditch a 
round it, which ftill remains entire. Dyſart belongs to der per 
Thomas Carnegie, Eſq; of Craigo, and was purchaſed not pws: 
many years ago by his family. None of the heritors re f 
ſide.— This pariſh contains altogether from 2 500 to 300 “[[ 
acres of land. The valued rent is L. 3000 Scots, and the 
real rent about L. 1700 or L. 1800 Sterling. The lands 
in general are not high rented. In the greateſt part of this 
pariſnh the lands he very low, almoſt on a lev el with the 
ſea; this, together with the fogs that riſe from the baſon of 
Montroſe, makes the air damp. This pariſh often, eſpe 
cially in the ſpring months, when the eaſterly winds pre 
_ vail is involved in a cloud, when it is bright ſun-ſhine 
mile or two to the weſtward. Agues were very common 
here before the low grounds were drained ; out fince that 
event took place, the people are in general healthy, and The © 
many of them live to a good old age. It were to be wilh me of 
ed that the lower claſſes could be prevailed upon to inocu- Iinds. 
late their children for the ſmall-pox ; but no arguments 


a 
will perſuade them to lay aſide their abſurd prejudices. If 3 
this mode were adopted, the lives of many « children might the regi 
be ſaved to the mona £ nlarly 
| 5 lration, 
Reben, Ye —According to Dr Webſter's report, the wmpel] 
number of ſouls was then 633. This pariſh is not very Agra 
| populous, their being no villages in it, nor manufactures 0 Killer. 
any kind. The whole pariſh is divided into large farms 
and theſe requiring only a ſtated number of people for their 9% 
cultivation, any increaſe that may ariſe muſt go to other. 


places for employment. Being ſo near the port of Mon-Wy, 
troſe, a great many of the young men go to ſea, There 1 
are no records of the number of inhabitants before the pre- 


ſent incumbent was ſettled in 1778. In 1779, the e 


8 2 ſma 
Vor. 
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riod of 7 years, there were 367 people above 15 years of 
ye, and 142 under 15, in all 50g. In January 1793, ano: . 
her period of 7 years, the ſtate of the population is as fol- 
bws : 35 = 5 795 
Under 10 years of age, 5 139 
Between 10 and 20, 92 
A2 20 and 30, | 81 
P77 
— go and 50 „ 
— zo and 6, — 28 
0 ad % - $0. 
70 and 8, - 15 
80 9%, _ 


' 
VI 


| Total, 529 
The increaſe ſince 1786 is 20; and the cauſe of it is, 


ſome of the principal tenants having ſubſet part of their 


can be aſcertained for 14 years paſt, is annually 18; 


niarly kept as formerly, owing to the tax upon the regi- 
tration, trifling as it is. The common people, not being 
compelled to pay it, rather chooſe to ſave 3 d. than to 
ure either a baptiſm, burial or marriage, inſerted in the 
regiſter, 


Soil, Agriculture, &c.— The ſoil in this pariſh is various, 


Montroſe it is a ſtrong deep clay, commonly called in 
deotland Carſe land, admirably adapted for wheat. There 


if people above 15 years of age was 369; in 1786, a pe- 


unds. The average of the number of baptiſms, as nearly 


marriages 5; and burials 12 but it is to be obſerved, that 
the regiſter of baptiſms, burials and marriages, is not ſo re- 


cording to the ſituation. Upon the low grounds of Old 


$ a (mall ridge of hills that runs through the pariſh from 


r 
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E. to W. and divides Old Montroſe fi om 'Dyfart: The 
ſoil upon theſe riſing grounds is in general a very fine loam, 
which bears excellent crops of barley, turnips and eraſs, 
Upon the lands of Dyfart, as they lie higher, the foil is 0 
a lighter quality than Old Montroſe.—This pariſh is in a 
pretty high ſtate of cultivation, and would have been much 
more ſo, were it not for the pernicious effects of long leaſes 
and low rents, leaſes let many years ago, and many years 
ok them ſtill to run. Improvement of land on a large ſcale, 
and to extent, did not take place in this part of the 
country till of late years, when the old leaſes were at an 

end, and the rents were raiſed. Farmers, like men of o- 
ther profeſſions, muſt be ſpurred on to induſtry by neceſſ- 
ty. Thoſe who poſſeſſed the old leaſes found that they 
could live as their fathers had done before them, and were 
ſatisſied with the day of ſmall things. If they got a live- 


lihood with eaſe, they were not anx10us for wealth, when ** 4 
accompanied with exertion. It would be injuſtice, howe- A * 
ver, not to acknowledge, that ſome of the tenants who pol- ; . 
ſes the old leaſes are now beginning to go on with ſpirit Ml. 
b peaſe 

and induſtry: : but that was not the caſe, till they were 13 
ſhown a good example; and perhaps, but from neceſſity, + 


that example would never have been ſhown them. There 
is much fine land in this pariſh let at 10s. the acre, and 
even under that; and yet the tenants are not more wealthy 
than their neighbours, who pay 30 8. the acre for land of 
no better quality. What can be the reaſon of this, but 
that the former are not ſo induſtrious as the latter, owing 
to long leaſes and low rents. Great as the improvements 
are, which have been made in this part of Scotland, within 
theſe few years paſt, yet the land is by no means er- 
\ rived at that value to which it is capable of being raiſed, 
There are two modes followed in cropping the ſtrong 
clay land in this pariſh, The one is firſt a fallow, with 50 

| bolls 
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ll; of lime ſhells to the acre, and well dunged j the land 
then ſown with wheat. The next crop is peaſe or 


r 1 year in graſs, which is cut and given to the horſes 
the houſe. After the graſs, oats; then a fallow again, 
b on. The other mode is firſt a tallow, then wheat ; 
ale or beans after the wheat ; then barley ; then oats. 
er the oats, a fallow, and ſo on. There are likewiſe 
modes followed in cropping the lighter ſoils. One is, 


; then limed and dunged, and fown with turnips in the 


erak, the firſt cut for hay, the ſecond for paſture ; then 
crop of oats ; after this turnips, &c. according to the a- 
re fotation. The other mode is, the land having been 
ir 5 years in graſs is limed, and broken up for oats; after 


that ſtate 4 or 5 years. The average returns of an acre 


| peaſe from 4 to 10. The grain in general is of a very 
ke quality, An acre of turnips is worth from L. 4 to 
5 Nerling A good deal of flax was formerly raiſed in 


Ins been found by experience not to be profitable. The 
ubandry is almoſt all carried on by horſes, there not being 
bore one oxen plough in the pariſh. Ploughs, with 2 
bong horſes in each, are univerſally uſed. The tenants 


. red a good many of their horſes themſelves.” The farm- 
A 5, upon the lighter ſoils, likewiſe rear a number of black: 


le; but the ſtrong land not being well adapted for paſ- 
4 ue, the tenants keep but few cattle through the ſummer. 
f . order to conſume the ſtraw, and make dung for the 


8 um, they either purchaſe Kate in che autumn and ſet 
1 | them 


ans; after that barley and graſs ſeeds, generally red clo. 


e land is made free of weeds, and the ſoil reduced; it 


jill; after the turnips, barley and graſs-ſeeds; two years 


te oats barley, then a green crop; after that barley and 
gab ſeeds, when it is laid down tor paſture, and remains 


r, wheat 10 bolls, barley 8 bolls, oats 8, . beans from 8 to 


ls pariſh, but that practice is now much given up, it ha- 


* — 2 * LY, ** . —— - - — TR 7 4 
q — 1 —_ ney” " . " 8 - =" F - 7 7 7 8 8 Ws RN — * 236 . 3 : * * * C * by , 
ergy... 8 : Y ren 8 " ln — ao; O r 35 ITS e 2 N * rr Gat <2 2 — — — , - — 
n oY ESL — — r 44 DI th us rs — * * 1 — ä — — * —— — = ARS : et 9 8 — ; X 
, 4 . N - 22 2 — — . I >The = >. Hes J . 5 — Son — = ——— — > 
p_ X RO ” 1 3 2 , >. N — < I . 4 xc — — * 4 — p — %' X LI 22 2 
4 : — : 2 7 8 L 2 * Pm 
oo . A args — . 2 - * * "4 © -. 4 Js. r 0 oe 


* 4 BLESS »- 2 7 * x — \ + "IF 2 
—— — n Le ad tA EIT IRRND id in PPT HE EG 
4 Party rene, 
Rn nn . 3 r Nr FR"; 2 5 
. oF = at 2 _ 1 95 228 2 . 8 
4 9 Fs 4 


E CSE De. EY l 5 > 
3 * . 5 on L FIR * 9 —— — 8 
re — — — 


by I 
* pr - - 
* 55 8 


404 8 tatiſtical Account 


them off in the ſpring, or take into their ſtraw yard; cif ly be 
tle from the graziers, who pay ſo much a-head for the wiſe to 
necordio 8 to their ſize . | 


Mar 

Advantages —This pariſh derives much advantage fr tuated 

Its vicinity to tlie town of Montroſe, where the farmer H nerly 
always a ready market for every thing that he can rai in for! 
and where in return he can purchaſe whatever he wan nends 
for the uſe of his farm or his family. Another ver geat f 
great advantage is the open navigation from Montroſe i From 
Old Montroſe, where coals are landed for fuel to the inf Scotla! 
bitants, and likewiſe great quantities of lime both fron ind fer 
Sunderland and Lord Elgin's lime-works, for manure both ſi. 
Veſſels of 50 or 60 tons burden can, at ſtream tides, lan ber of 


with eaſe at the harbour of Old Montroſe. A canal ha with t 
been projected, and perhaps one day will be carried from cron n 
| thence to Brechin. This would complete the navigatior 
between Brechin and Montroſe, and would of courſe no 


onl; 5 
3 5 Ty = ; N | this pa 
Price of Labour.—The price of labour is very high. The wages MY 
of a common ploughman are from L. 8 to L. 10 Sterling a-year; a ſer- of Yas 
vant maid from L. 2,10s. to L. 3. A ſtout man will get from L. 1, 10s, They 
to L. 2 for the harveſt; a woman from L. 1 to L. 1, 5s. The wages of le, 
a common labourer are 18. a-day. Vet notwithſtanding the high price of REPO 
labour, the common people are not richer than formerly : Although their 1 
revenue be greater, they add nothing to their capital, ſeldom think of Gaſon 
ſaving any thing to ſupport them in their old age. All is ſpent upon the- ber; 
back and the belly; they eat and drink better, and are better cloathed. The rons, 
ploughman now deſpiſes the home-made ſuit of blue or grey, and all of 0a 
the ſame piece: He comes to church on Sunday dreſſed in a coat of Eng-. me le 
liſh cloath, a fancy veſt, corduroy breeches, white thread ſtockings, plated ble i 
buckles, &c. All of them wear hats; not a Scotch bonnet is to be ſeen, the þ 
The dreſs of the women is as much changed as that of the men. Tie WF 4. 
country laſs' makes her appearance at church, or a wedding, drefled in the BF spon 
manufactures of Mancheſter, Glaſgow, and Paiſley. Thus the improve- "EN 
ment of the land is the enrichment of the kingdom, and the ſail could not ſome 
be ſpread without the e of the plough. den 
| 5 Here; 


mly be of ok 3 to both theſe towns, but like- 
miſe to all the adjacent ren” ty 


Maryton- Lin: My ton Low is x fmull eminence fi- 
nelly mentioned. It is evidently artificial, and probably 


pi a- great extent of country, or a place where the 
great family of Montroſe diſtributed juſtice to their vaſſals. 

From the top of it is one of the moſt beautiful proſpeds i in 
Scotland. To the north, (cloſe under the eye), is the rich 
nd fertile country extending from Brechin to Montroſe, on 
hoth ſides of the river Southeſſæ, where are interſperſed a num- 


with the baſon and harbour of Montroſe, and in the back 


ground are the Grampran hills. To the eaſt is the well cul. 
tivated pariſh of Craig, with a great expanſe of the Ger- 


this pariſh, there is great plenty of fiſh, ſalmon, grilſe, ſea-trout, finnocks, 


des and a variety of river-trout. In the month of May, a prodigious quantity 
ſer of beautiful clear ſmall trouts, called ſmouts, make their appearance. 
IR They are evidently the ſalmon-fry that were ſpawned in the autumn be- 

: fore, and are then going down the river to the ſea, where they arrive at 
os maturity, A vaſt variety of aquatic birds frequent the baſon, or, as it is 
ety commonly called, the back-ſands of Montroſe, eſpecially in the winter 
ot eaſon; ſuch as wild geeſe, ducks of various ſorts, and in amazing num- 
5 bers ; a variety of gulls, cormorants, ſea magpies, golden- eyes, curlieus, he- 
13 tons, &c. &e The wild geeſe arrive in great flocks about the end of 
4 October, and generally remain till March. They frequent the fields in 
3 the low grounds through the day, where they feed upon the wheat-ſtub- 
Fa dle in autumn, and the green wheat in winter: They always return to 
0 the baſon at night, The dicks, on the contrary, remain in the baſon 
2 through the day; but when the night falls, they go to the land, and feed 
2 upon the barley-ſtubble fields. Both the geeſe and ducks are very fine 
5 birds for eating. In ſevere ſtorms, of long continuance, there are likewiſe: 


lome ſwans in the baſon, but they do not remain long. There are great 
alenty of partridges in this pariſh, and ſome quails; but they are rare: 
Heres are ſcarce, there being little cover, 


of Maryton. „„ 


tated upon a rock upon the top of one of the hills for- 


in former times has been either an alarm poſt, as it com- 


her of elegant gentlemens ſeats; a fine view of both towns, 


man 


* Fiſheries.—In the river Southeſk, which is· the northern boundary o 
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man ocean. To the ſouth is Lunan bay, the red head of 
Arbroath, and the proſpect is terminated "3 the frith of 
| F orth, and the coaſt of Lothian. 


Sti pend, School, Poor, &c. —The manſe was built 4 years 
| ago, and is one of the beſt finiſhed in the county. The 
| ſtipend is 76 bolls of meal, 45 bolls of barley, and L. 19 

Sterling in money. The glebe conſiſts of about 6 acres of 

very good land. The King is patron.— The ſchoolmaſter's 


ſalary is about L. 5 Sterling a year; and as the pariſh is 


ſmall, his perquiſites are not conſiderable. A new church 
was built laſt year, which is both elegant and commodious, 
and to the praiſe of the heritors be it ſpoken, not a farthing 


demanded for ſeat- rents; a practiſe by no means common in 


Scotland, but highly worthy of imitation.— The poor are 
maintained from the intereſt of a fund of about L. 5c Sterl, 
and the weekly collections, which are very trifling, owing 
to the greatneſs of the poors funds, the people not being 
very apt to give, when they know that there is little oc- 
caſion for their charity. Theſe great funds are a loſs to a- 
| ny pariſh. They are the cauſe of a number of poor co- 
ming into it, when they know that they will be maintain- 
ed. They tend to make the lower claſſes greedy and la- 
2y, and to live beyond their incomes, and very careleſs a- 
bout ſaving any thing to provide for a family, or to ſup- 


port them in old age. They likewiſe put a ftop to that | 


_ charity among the common people, which is the bond of 
affection between man and man, and which tends more 
- than any thing elſe to humanize the mind. 
Manners.— The people of this pariſh, except 5 or 6 in- 
dividuals, are all of the Eſtabliſhed religion, and very regu- 
lar in their attendance on public worthip. They are quiet 
and inoffenſive, and mind their own buſineſs; and as there 


is but one alehouſe in the pariſh, they are in general ſober, 


not being much led into arenen 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


PARISH or KIRKNEWTON, 


(CoonTY or Enixnuren, SyxoD oF LoTHIAN AND 
TWEEDDALE, PRESBYTERY OF EDINBURGE), 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM CAuEROx. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, &c. 


NDER this title are comprehended two pariſhes, 
Kirknewton and Eaſt Calder, now within the bounds 
& the preſbþytery of Edinburgh, though formerly the latter 
belonged to the preſbytery of Linlithgow, and was an- 
gently called Calder Cleir * and Calder Clericus. The 


tw church and manſe, both very decent buildings, were 
| then 


* The Earl of Morton takes his title of dignity from the lands of 
Mortoune, lying in this pariſh, and belonging to his Lordſhip, as appears 
from the minutes of the Scotch Parliament 14th March 1457—38, and 
itom an inſtrument there referred to, in which are theſe words : © Tunc 
vero dictus Dominus Cancellarius, (Epiſcopus Brechen), declaravit dic- 
tum Dominum de Dalkeith, non intitulari debere in dio comitatu pre 
erris de Mortoune, in deminio de N7ddi/date a. ſed pro terris de 
Mortoune in Calder Cleir Jncent.'” 
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won of theſe two pariſhes took place 40 years ago. A 
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408  Statifical Account 

then erected in a new and centrical fenagon. Calder, Ac 
cording to one etymology, ſeems to ſignify water and wood, 
from coille, . wood,” and dor, © water.” The name Kirk. 


newton appears to be derived from a village ſo called near 
the . church, and about a quarter of a mile from the new 


5 The pariſh is about 4 miles broad, and 6 long from 
| boo to S. On the N. it is bounded by the river Amond, 
which falls into the frith of Forth at Cramend; and on the 
„ waſhed by the water of Leith, which diſcharges i It- 


ſelf into the ſea at Leith. There is plenty of lime here of 


excellent quality, in different parts of the pariſh, which 
is carried to many miles diſtance all around. Several 
Country gentlemen have lately formed an aſſociation, and 
opened a ſubſcription, in order to explore the ground in 

this and ſome neighbouring pariſhes, in ſearch of coal. 
This ſearch is now making on the lands of Leith-head here, 
belonging to Mr Swanſon. If this laudable and patriotic 
; purpoſe ſucceed, 1t will prove a great benefit to this part 
of the country. But as good coal is at a conſiderable di. 
ſtance, it is hoped this diſadvantage may be remedied in 
another way, as a canal is now projected and intended to 


paſs through this pariſh between Edinburgh and Glaſgow, | 
Which will provide theſe cities, and all the adjacent coun-| 


try with plenty of coal, limeſtone, iron, &c. of the beſt 
quality. An excellent coal, which is moſt general:y uſed 
here, is brought from Benhaar, on the Glaſgow road, 15 
miles diſtant. Coal of- an inferior quality is to be got in 
great plenty at the mines of Blackburn, Bathgate, and o- 
ther places, at the diſtance only of 5, 6, and 7 miles to the 
S. and W. The price paid at the mine for coal is gene- 
rally 4 d. a load, 6 of which are a common cart-load, from 
twelve to fourteen hundred weight, drawn ſometimes by 
one, and ſometimes by two horſes. Such a cart-load from 
| Benhaar colts 78. Sterling. The appearance of the pariſh 
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i level and fertile towards the N. on the 8. it 18 hilly, but 
not rocky or Remy: mountainous, | 


Agriculture —The green hills afford good ſheep- POR 
and in ſeveral places might yield excellent green crops of 
potatoes, turnip, &c. if properly cultivated for this pur- 
poſe. Theſe crops begin now to be more generally raiſed 
than formerly, and the farmers to be better reconciled to 
them, though ſome of the lower claſſes and more ignorant 


| are ſtill averſe to theſe valuable improvements, being wed- 


ded to their old abſurd and untkilful practices. But the 
frequent failures and loſſes that attend new ſchemes at- 
tempted by more ſpeculative and opulent farmers, to them 
appear ſufficient reaſon for not too raſhly changing the 
plans and practices of their forefathers, and giving up a 
fure, though moderate profit, for the uncertain hopes of un- 
experienced theoriſts, The culture of field-turnip and 
cadbage is but lately introduced here; and the Earl of 
Morton, who of 63 ploughgates in the pariſh poſſeſſes 28, 
ſeems at preſent very anxious to promote and encourage 
this plan of agriculture among his tenants. The rent of 
land, excluſive of the pooreſt outfield, is from 10 8. to. 
L. 2 an acre, The Engliſh plough, with 2 horſes, is moſt 
generally uſed, though fome farmers ſtill prefer the old 
Scotch plough, with 4 horſes and a driver. Of late the 
rent of land is greatly increaſed. Farms that about 29 
years ago let at 10 8. an acre, are now more than 20; and 
ihole which even 6 years ago paid L. 20 of rent, now let 
at L. 30. Bur the plan of huſbandry is much better now 
than formerly, and the land hence greatly improved in va- 
lue. The real rent of the pariſh within theſe few years, has 
conſequently been raiſed ſeveral hundred pounds, It can- 
not at preſent, for particular reaſons, be exactly aſcertain- 
ed. The rotation of .crops is variable according 2 to the va- 


Vol., IX. 5 3 F | rious 
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rious ſoils. The moſt common, in | the richer grounds, i is | 
| ſammer-fallow, wheat, peaſe, beans, barley, oats. Of late 


it has been found, that both wheat and barley have ſuc. 
ceeded as well, this after turnip, and that after cabbage, as 


| after a ſummer-fallow, when the ground is properly dref. 


Ted. Rye-graſs and clover are ſown with wheat, oats, flax, 


but moſt commonly with barley. Wheat has lately been 
Introduced into the moors with promiſing ſucceſs, where it | 


never was ſeen or attempted before. A great deal of milk, 
butter; cheeſe, eggs, poultry, veal, is daily exported and 
ſold 1a the Edinburgh market. 
pariſh cannot be aſcertained, as there is a great importation 
as well as exportation, chiefly to and from Edinburgh, of 

which no diſtinct account has « ever been kept *. 
| | Climate, 


* Labour and Wages —The want of cottagers and ay: 6 is ok. 
ten ſmartly felt by the farmer, eſpecially in harveſt; and if their place 
were not ſupplied by the Highlanders, upon whom they ſo much depend 
for cutting down their crops, they would be reduced to the uſe of the 
ſcythe, or ſome ſuch more expeditions method than that of the fickle, 


The firſt threſhing machine in this pariſh was erected by Vir Waugh tk 


| Faſter Newton. The uſe of theſe has lately become general in this coun- 
try. The common wages of a day-labourer, for a man, are from 1s. to 
I s. 24. in ſummer, and 10 d. in winter a day; for a woman, 6 d.; for 
an hired man-ſervant, from L. 6 to L. 10 a-year, with a pair of (hoes, and 
a cart of coals, in the half year. If he live in his own houſe, he has 62 

bolls of meal, beſides L. 1, 6s. for what is called kitchen-money. 
(his is an allowance of money, at the rate of 6 d. a-week, in place of 
milk, butter, beer, c.) He has alſo ſometimes a cow's graſs, with as 
much ground as may ſow a firlot of barley. The wages of a maid-fer- 
vant are generally L. 3 a-year. Maſons and bricklayers receive from 
is. 8 d. to 25. aday; laters, 2s. 6 d.; tailors, 8 d. with victuals A. 
bout 50 years ago butter ſold at 4d. a- pound, a good lamb at 38.; beet 
14 d. and 2 d. The poultry in rentals was valued at half-a-merk. All 
theſe articles are now more than doubled in price. The people, however, 
in general, enjoy a competent ſhare of the comforts of life. and every mai 
who is able to work, and who is induſtrious, may decently maintain him- 
ſelf and a fami'y, In the year 1782 much diſtreſs would have eaſued 
to the lower people, had it not been prevented by a liberal contribu- 
tion of the heritors for their relief. 


The real produce of the 
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15 Climate, Diſeaſes.— The air is remarkably pure and 
ate Wl healthy. A native of this pariſh died in the | neighbour- 
uc. hood ſome months ago, aged 106, having followed his 
as Wl uſual occupation in the fields, and retained the full poſſeſ- 


el. WF fon of his mental faculties till a few days before his death. 


ix, The diſeaſes chiefly prevalent are the rheumatiſm and fe- 


cn Wl vers, occaſioned by the poorer people living in cold damp 
it Wi houſes, and reſting after labour in wet clothes. People of 


k, better ſtation are not ſo much liable to theſe diſtempers. 


wide, as the people, from miſtaken notions of ſympathy 


the ſick, which is kept as cloſe often as poſſible. Theſe 
ſpecial nas and Eun of Heaven. 


In 1755 was FIST» 


Souls in 1786, 942 Houſe carpenters, 4 
— in 1792, 812 Tailors, - 4 
Average of births, 26 Smiths, ws 4 
of deaths, 19 dingle male ſervants, 67 
Inhabited houſes, 8 17 5 Ditto female ſervants, 42 
Males, — 395 Farmers, - - 50 
Females, „ | 

Under 6 years, "JET 
students in divinity, 2 Horles, - - 201 
Bachelors keeping houſe, 21 Black cattle, 232335 
dectarles, . 277 Sheep, * 1563 
Souls in two villages, 180 Ploughs, =_ -.64 


{ 


When theſe fevers once begin, they often ſpread far and 
and charity, crowd the houſe, and even the bed-room of 
catch and ſpread the infection, thinking that they do no- 


thing amiſs, and that no harm will befal them but by the 


Population — According to Dr Webtter, the population 
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The cauſe of depopulation here is chiefly owing to the 
near attraction of Edinburgh, to a monopoly of farms, and 
the uſe of two-horſe ploughs, (by which means the farmer 
works with about half the number of ſervants he former. 
ly employed), and the laying down ſo much ground in 
graſs for hay, which, when the ſoil anſwers, is judged one 
of the moſt profitable crops. One cauſe of the uncommon 
number of ſectaries is, that a Burgher meeting-houſe was 
ſeveral years ago erected in the pariſh, and another of the 
Antiburgher kind on the borders of it, which at their firſt 


erection were much crowded ; but which, however, have | 


not gained ſeven proſelytes from the pariſh church for the 


laſt 7 years; they rather ſeem to be on the decline. Theſe I 


eſtabliſhments muſt be a heavy burden upon poor people; 
but they are productive of worſe conſequences, in directly 


counteracting the deſign of Chriſtianity, which is to make 


men live together as brethren; and in ſupporting ſuper— 


ſtition and fanaticiſm, which are miſtaken by many for | 


religion, and maintained with a violence and flaming zeal 
proportioned to the ignorance of their deluded vota- 
ries. 


Stipend, School, Poor. The ſtipend conſiſis of 105 bolls | 
of victual, one half meal, and the other barley, with L. 48 


Sterling of money, beſides a glebe of 7 acres good arable 
land, which has been incloſed by the preſent incumbent. 
The Duke of Buccleugh and the Earl of Morton, formerly 


the ſcparate patrons of Eaſt Calder and Kirknewton, are f 
now vice. patrons of the pariſh.— The ſchool ſalary is L. 12 


Sterling a-year, with L. 2 belonging to the feſſion clerk- 


ihip. together with the common perquiſites of baptiims 
The number of ſcholars is between 40 
he children of poor parents are educated at the 


and marriages. 
and 50 


public CXj,Tulc. Some years ago, the ſchoolmaſter being, 


through | 


trough | 
contribut 
tes, for 
choolm⸗ 
pariſh cl 
18. a-m 
entirely 
of mort« 
are now 
lt is oft 
to poor 
pariſh ! 
man. 
general 
on thei 
ind n. 
more t 
in the 
both t] 
bour 1 
manuf 
the pr 
tiouſn 


Mc 
ous, 2 
raged 
Hel 
3 he 
cour 
ſchiſ! 
ciety 
tions 


the « 


1 


trough age and infirmity, unable to officiate, the heritors 
entributed L. 9 Sterling a- year, with ſome other perqui- 
ſes, for his maintenance during life, and appointed another 
choolmaſter.— The number of poor that regularly receive 
pariſh charity is 12, and their proportion is from 28. to 
4. a- month, intended only as a help to thoſe who cannot 
entirely ſupport themſelves. The weekly collections, dues 
of mortcloths (palls), and a remainder of ſome funds which 
re now nearly exhauſted, at preſent ſupply this charity. 
lt is often found neceſſary alſo to grant occaſional aſſiſtance 
to poor families in fickneſs and want, No perſon in the 
pariſh has been ſuffered to beg publicly, in the memory of 
nan. In ſummer, al} who are able to work in the fields, 
generally find employment, and can hve very comfortably 
m their wages; but in winter, the women, who can often 
ind no employment but ſpinning, are not able to earn 
more than 3d. or 4d. a-day, as there are no manufactures 
in the pariſh. This is a real loſs in many reſpeQs, becauſe 
both the old and young, who are unfit for the common la- 
bour in the fields, might be employed in ſome buſineſs of 
manufacture with much advantage, both to themſelves and 
the public, and to the preventing of indolence and licen- 
tlouſneſs. 5 5 
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Manners.—The people in general are ſober and induftri- 
dus, and that wild and gloomy fanaticiſm which formerly 
raged with ſuch turbulent, unhallowed zeal, feems now, 
except among very few, over the whole country, as well 
3 here, to wear a milder and brighter aſpect, and the ran- 
cour of party ſpirit is daily abating, as alſo that rage of 
ſchiſm which once prevailed, ſo hurtful to the peace of ſo- 
ciety, and to the intereſts of religion. More rational no- 
tions of religion are now entertained among all ſects, and 
the doctrines of faith and morality are not unhappily ſepa- 
| rated, 
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rated, eſpevially among the middle rinks. of the people, | 
Theſe maintain much decency of character, with regard 
both to a religious deportment, and to honeſty of manners, 


They are emerging from the gloom of ignorance, rudeneſz 


and ſuperſtition, and as yet are happily ſtrangers to the vi. 
tious refinement, ſcepticiſm and licentiouſneſs, which, from 
the example of the metropolis, have lately much infeſted 
the neighbourhood. Some looſe and libertine principles, 
the poiſonous ſpawn of a falſe philoſophy and falſe patrio- 
tiſm, have recently corrupted the minds of half. learned 
witlings and ſmatterers in ſcience, who implicitly receive 
their opinions at ſecond-band. From theſe they have been 
catched by many among the moſt ignorant, the obvious 

\ tendency of which is to deſtroy the foundations of all civil 
and eccleſiaſtical government. When the lower people 
Mall have learned to copy the manners and principles of 
ſome of their ſuperiors, which they naturally do, the conſe- 


quences to ſociety muſt be fatal, as may be ſeen from the 
He that 


progreſs of modern refinement and * 
has eyes to lee let him lee.” 


Miſcellanous Remarks — Agriculture has lately made a | 


rapid progreſs in this part of the country, and the appear- 
ance of the ground, particularly towards the ſouth fide 
of the pariſh, which was formerly bare and barren, is now 


greatly altered both in foil and climate, by means of the 


improvements and thriving wood-plantations that ſhelter 
and adorn the higher parts. 


dow-bank, who has greatly beautified the more unfertile 


parts of his eſtate with complete incloſures for paſture, and 
with belts of plantation, variegated with every kind of } 


wood ſuited to the ſoil. The roads and bridges are brought 


into good repair, and great improvements are daily making | 
upon | 


The beſt and moſt extenfive | 
improver in, this reſpe& here, is Mr Maconochie of Mea- 
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ay 


yon them. The ſtatute labour is commuted at the rate 


heep-farms. There are 12 heritors, two only of whom 
fide conſtantly in the pariſh, ſome of the reſt occaſionally. 


ſroſpect opens to the eye one of the richeſt and moſt beau- 
iful to be ſeen in Scotland. On the eaſt it is terminated 
bj a full and pictureſque view of Arthur's ſeat, the metro- 
wis, and its venerable caſtle, which is on a level with the 
nanſe, and which ſeems as if only about 5 or 6 miles diſtant. 
0nthe north appear the Ochil hills, the frith of Forth, a great 


futh ariſe the Pentland hills. From a riſing ground, a few 
rads diſtant from the manſe, a part of 13 counties may be 
ken, and a ſtretch of country of about 100 miles, almoſt from 


church and market in home-ſpun cloth and plaiden hoſe. 
Now their menial fervants and cottagers are equipped in 
Engliſh broad cloth, filk and ſatin. This turn for finery is 
great loſs to them, as they live up to their wages, not- 
zithſtanding their being ſo high. Thus they enter into a 
married ſtate, with their whole ſubſtance upon their back, 


prevents their daily labour, they immediately ſink into the 
lepth of poverty. It is generally obſerved, that the inha- 
litants of villages are more licentious and diſſipated, than 
ioſe who live in ſeparate and ſequeſtered hamlets, and 
re employed in agriculture. The almoſt univerſal uſe of 
ta and ſpirits, of an inferior quality, tends greatly to hurt 
bth the health and morals of the lower people.—Some 

done pillars in the form of a croſs, and appearances of 
| Druidical 


f 18s. the ploughgate. The largeſt farms let at L. 150 
ad L. 200, and are generally inclofed, except the hilly 
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The valued rent is L. 3760 Scotch. From the manſe, a 


wrt of Fife, and ſeveral of the coaſt towns; and on the 


terwick to Greenock, The great Glaſgow road from E- 
fnburgh paſſes through the pariſn.— About 50 years ago, 
t was uſual for the moſt ſubſtantial farmers to appear at 


thecially women; and when ſickneſs, or any misfortune 
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1 Druidical circles, are to be met with here; and from a & bers. 
| pious ſpring of excellent water near the manſe, ſeveral ole hill M 
coins have been dug, the offerings preſented to its prefiding . het 


genius. 


curate 
1 1 zgreeal 
Eminent Men.—The celebrated Dr Cullen was proprie 8 
r | | MICE QF. . . of his 
tor of the eſtate of Ormiſton hill; and he lies interred j al kn 
the church-yard of Kirknewton. The Doctor's great ta 0 
lents as a profeſſor, as a phyſician, and as a philoſopher 08 
are well known and univerſally acknowledged in every d WI 
part of the world. Other qualifications, however, he poſ The fi 
ſeſſed in an eminent degree, though in theſe his fame ha chaſte 


not been ſo much extended. He was a great maſter in the 
ſetentific branches of huſbandry; a conſummate botaniſt 

and poſſeſſed a full-formed and correct taſte in the fine arts 
Theſe attainments appeared conſpicuous in his operation 
at Ormiſton-hill. In the year 1758, the Doftor, after fi 
- niſhing his courſe of chymiſtry, delivered to a number of 
his particular friends, and favourite pupils, nine lectures on 
the ſubject of agriculture. In theſe few lectures, he, fo: 
the firſt time, laid open the true principle concerning the 
nature of ſoils, and the operation of manures. Theſe were 
diſcoveries entirely his own, and which have ſince been 
made known to the world by a variety of channels, thouglt 


yet ap 
his mi 
ing, v 
tende! 
and 11 
enter 
the p 
prom 
ESL 
he ſc 
Whi] 
| f ; neigl 
without any notification of the ſource from whence they 
proceeded. The juſtneſs of theſe principles he de monſtrated 
by his practice on the lands of Ormiſton hill, which, though 


value 
ſtreſs 
firſt 


naturally of an ungrateful ſoil, rendered worſe by immemo- dis 
rial bad management, and fituated in an unfavourable cli. ceſ 
mate, he raiſed in a few years to a ſurpriſing degree off . 
culture and fertility. Early in life he was a proficient in | 
botany, and was the firſt perſon in Scotland who underſtood$ 

the Linnzan ſyſtem, and recommended the ſtudy of it to his \ 


pupils, at a time when it met with much oppoſition from o- 
thers, 
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kill, he formed an extenſive collection of rare trees, ſhribs, 


cate determination of their ſpecies, afforded him always an 


Edinburgh is an example of the former, which was plan- 
ned when he was Preſident, ind according to his directions. 
The front of this building may be conſidered as the moſt 
chaſte and beautiful morſel of Greek architecture, that has 
jet appeared in Scotland. The acute neſs of his eye, and of 


rendered him a ſuperior ju lge in the diſpoſition of grounds, 


entered to the poſſeſſion of Ormiſton-hill, every thing about 
the place was in ſuch a ruinous ſtate, ſo comfortleſs and ſo un- 
promiſing, that he placed over the front door of the houſe, 


While he reſided here, he was acceſſible at all times to his 
reighbours, and teſtified the utmoſt readineſs to give his 
valuable advice to the poor gratis on every occaſion of di- 
lireſs; and attended to them as anxiouſly as to thoſe of the 
irſt rank in the realm, for whom he daily preſeribed. In 
tis he ſeemed to be of the opinion of his famous prede- 
ceſſor Dr Boerhaave, who uſed to ſay, that the poor were 
wb beſt as for God is their paymaſter. 


Ver. IX, 3 G NU M- 


hers. "ta his gerdens and vicifare grounds at t Orraifion- | 
ind herbaceous plants. The cultivation of theſe, and the ac- 

zereeable relaxation from the more ſerious ſtudies and labours : 
of his profeſſion. He was likewiſe remarkable for his criti- 


al knowledge and correct julgment in architecture and 
painting. The hall of the Royal College of Phyſicians in 


tis mind, in diſcerniaz the beauties and blemijhes in paint- 
ing, was well known to his intimate friends, This talent 


and in the arrangement of rural ornaments. When he firſt 


EST ULUBRIS : But, by great attention and good taſte, 
he ſoon made it a conmodious and pleaſant refidence. 
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Name, Situation, Extent, Rivers, Soil, Climate. 


Ry'sDALE is obviouſly a corruption or contraction of 
Dryfejdate ; fo called, from its lying partly on the 
banks of the rivulet Dryſe. The pariſh lies about the 
middle of Annandale, and is in 552 08” N. Lat. and 3* W. 
Long. It is about 7 miles long, from N. to S.; at the 
ſouthern extremity only a mile broad ; at the centre about 
6 miles; and at the northern end 3; exhibiting a ſurface 
of nearly ioo acres The weſtern and ſouthern parts are 
generally flat, and cultivated. The upper or northern 
parts are hilly, and moſtly | in paſture. There is nearly one 
half of the pariſh cultivated. The Annan, dividing it from 
Lochmaben, waſhes it on the W. and S. for upwards of | 
6 miles, abounding in rainy ſeaſons with excellent ſalmon, 
from the Solway Firth, to the fupply of the Lockerbie, 

Lochmaben 


p the Engliſh markets, beſides a variety of ſea trout, her- 


trough this pariſh for about 3 miles on the N. W. part, 


lochmaben. It rifes in the northern end of Hutton pa- 


z in moderate weather, a ſmall rivulet, clear and pure, 


knly and rapidly, driving all before it that comes in its 
ny; hence the name, overſpreading its holms, and in- 
dealing the Annan The gently riſing hills on each fide 
re cultivated, or exhibit a beautiful verdure, and rich pa- 
fire for cattle and ſheep. The Currie and Milk touching 
ton the E. and S. E. alſo abound in trout and ſmall ſal- 
aon. The Currie is a ſmall ſtream, about 5 miles long 
tom N. to S. deriving its name from its ſource, being a 
wrie, a Celtic term, ſignifying a confined cleugh or glen, 
i which ſort is the ſpring of the Annan, vulgarly called 
te © Annan Peck, or the Marquis of Annandale's 
beef Stand.“ Its banks and contiguous farms afford the 


ins, as any high lying part of the country. It empties 
telf into the Milk, at the eaſtern extremity of the cen- 
tical line of this pariſh. The Milk, a limpid rivulet, 
ls on each fide very rich land for arrage, but peculiarly 


ir paſturage to milk cows, hence the name. It touches 


lis pariſh only for about a mile and a half, though its 
rle being partly weſt, and then ſouth, is not leſs than 12 
Wes, when it diſcharges itfelf into the Annan oppoſite 
de Watch Tower of Repentance in Cummertrees pariſh. 
Along the banks of the Dryfe and Annan, there is a tract 


of 


of Dry'ſtale. =. ad 
lchmaben and Dumfries markets, and on ſome occaſions 


ing, ſkellies, eels, pike and burn trout. The Dryte runs 


mptying. itſelf into the Annan in a direct line, between 
te market town of Lockerbie and the Royal Burgh of 


ih, and runs a courſe directly ſouth about 11 miles. * 


uring in its pools plenty of trout, and ſome ſmall ſalmon, 
ke,; but in rainy weather, it comes down in ſwells, ſud- 


cheſt paſture, and as rich crops of corn in favourable ſea- 
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of rich holm land, the waſhings of both waters for time 40 bi 
Immemorial, conſiſting of deep loam, very productive un- ly. 1 
der proper culture. The other cultivated lands are gene. noted 
rally light and dry, lying on a flatey and ragged rock, oi It is f 
gravel, which, with lime, marl and dung, produce very and u 
well. The hilly parts are generally dry, green, with 1 lame 
ry little heath, and fit for cattle or ſheep. The air is dry nifies 
and healthy, becauſe the country has a fine open expoſure ti been 
the S. and W. The ſpring in favourable ſeaſons is early, amol 
The ſummer ſometimes extremely hot. Harveſt ſoon on one, 
the weſtern fide, Winter ſtormy and cold, High winds, into A 
heavy rains, but ſeldom any continuation of ſnow, thoug hed 0 
of froſt in ſome ſeaſons for upwards of one, two, or three dc 
months together, which is always reckoned a preparatio partl) 
for, and a prognoſtication of a kindly ſpring, a nouriſhing deep. 
| ſummer, and plentiful harveſt. Peats are ſcarce, ſome- in ex 


times ſold for 28. 3s. and even 45. the ſingle cart. load the 


Coals are brought from Sanquhar in the upper part of inhab 
Nithſdale, Tindall, Fell, and Archerbeck in Cumber fairs 
land, at the diſtance of 30 and 40 miles, and ſold at 9s tolls : 
the cart load in Lockerbie; an inſuperable bar to riling I. 16 
manufactures at preſent, and principally occafioned by the Duri 
unproductive and impolitical tax on coals over the Solway ward 
Frith, which is ſaid and expected ſoon to be taken off tie | 
there, and alſo in ſimilar ſituations in Scotland, whicl ed in 


all t. 
in tb 


would be a vait benefit to the country. No epidemical 
diſeaſes are peculiar to this pariſh, Ihe common duratio 
of human life is 69 years, though ſome advance to 70, 80 


and 92. RIES 


X 

| : | Sund 

Population, c. According to Dr Webſter's report, the Mich 

population then was 1097. The number of inhabitants now Sund 

is about 1600; 7 in the thriving town of Lockerbie, and por 
goo in the country part of the pariſh, There are about 


1 40 


e Dryſdale. 1 


40 births, upwards of 30 deaths, and 12 marriages annual- 
ly. Lockerbie being a market and poſt town, and the moſt 
noted place of the pariſh, merits a particular deſcription. 
lt is ſo called, as many other places on the Engliſh border, 


and up and down Annandale, Eſkdale and Nithſdale, of the 
fame termination, becauſe the term Hie, being Celtic, ſig- 


nifies a “ ſtation or place of ſtrength.” Lockerbie had 


been a place or tower of ſafety, ſituated between and 


dmoſt ſurrounded by two lochs or lakes, now drained ; the 
one, on the eaſt fide of the intervening ridge, 1s converted 


into a rich bog meadow, in the bottom of which is a deep 


bed of ſhell marl, but, on account of the ſtagnating water, 


difficult to be wrought ; the other, on the weſt fide, is 
partly meadow and partly moſs, lying alſo on mar], very 


deep. The town conſiſts of one long ſtreet from N. to 8. 


in extent about half a mile, and another, at a right angle 
to the E. about a quarter of a mile. There are about 150 
inhabited houſes; 2 fairs, and 10 markets yearly. The 


fairs are at Lammas and Michaelmas, when moderate 
tolls are levied by the proprietor, amounting only to about 
L. 16 Sterling a-year. At the 10 markets all are free. 
During the courſe of the year, there are ſold for England up- 
wards of 52,coo yards of linen and woollen cloth, and at 
the Lammas fair about 20,000 lambs, partly to be winter- 


ed in the neighbourhood, but principally for England, and 


all the other articles uſually fold at the ordinary markets 
in their proper ſeaſons *® About 60 years fince, there 


were 


* The Lammas fair is upon the 2d of Auguſt O. S. excepting Saturday, 
Sunday, or Monday, and in that caſe, on the Tueſday following; the 
Michaelmas fair is upon the 2d of October O. S. excepting Saturday, 
Sunday, or Monday, and in that caſe, on the Tueſday following. The 


10 markets are on the 2d Thurſday O. S. in January, February, March, 


April, May. Third Thurſday in June, called the midſummer market. 
The next is 14 days after the Michaelmas fair, if on a Thurſday, or other- 
| | wife 
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were very few houſes in Lockerbie; but at that period, the | 


late laird of Lockerbie, with conſent of his then ſurviving fa. 


ther, granted many feus of houſe-ſteadings and yards, on the 


. weſt fide of the ſtreet, and long tacks of the ſame ſort on the 
eaſt fide, for fourſcore times 21 years. Since that time 
the town has been yearly enlarging. There are no public 
manufactures eſtabliſhed as yet ; but a great deal of foreign 
and inland flax is given out to be ſpun from the ſhops, ] 
remember one of them once told me, he has had in the 
courſe of a year more than 500 ſpinſters of factory. lint on 


his books, partly from the country, and partly from the 


town, the yarn being exported to Kendal, and other many. 
facturing towns in England. There are in Lockerbie, 12 
large ſhops, 6 leſs ones, 2 ſurgeons and apothecaries, 2 mid- 
wives, 2 writers, 2 meſſengers, 6 weavers, 10 tailors, 5 


wrights, 3 blackſmiths, 1 nailer, one principal inn, where | 
carriages and horſes may be hired, 3 leſſer inns, 2 watch- | 


makers, 2 bakers, 3 butchers, 2 barbers, 11 carters, 3 
_ wheel-wrights, 1 gardener, 
and in the town and pariſh jointly, there are about 89 
ploughs, 3 millers, and 200 horſes. The pariſh-church ſtands 


upon 


wiſe on the Thurfday thereafter ; the next, z weeks after the laſt, called 
the Martinmas market; the next 14 days thereafter; and the 10th, on the 
Thur Cay before Yule, or Chrittmas O. S. The hiring market for ſer- 
vants for the ſummer half year is 1» April, For the winter ditto, is the 
14 days one after Michaclmas, and the aforeſaid, for the greateſt part of 
Annandale. At thoſe hiring markets, the wage of a man for the half 
year is about I. 3. 108. of a woman L. 1, 15s: but varying according to 
circumſtances. in the markets, and at the proper ſeaſons, there is a vait 
variety of young cattle, cow, horſes, Lc. expoſed to iale. There is an 
old ſquare tower ſtill ſtanding, called the Mains. which was the ſite or 
manſiou- place of the ancient family of the Johnſtons of Lockerbie, being 
a branch of the old Laird Johnſton's of Lochwood, the anceſtors of the 
late Margu's of Annandale. Lockerbie lies 12 miles E. fiom Dumfries, 
4 from Lochmaben, 16 miles S. from Moffat, 16 miles W. from Langho:m, 
12 miles N. from Anna, and 6 from Ecclefechan. | 


2 claggers, 2 ſaddlers, 2 tanners, | 
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an eminence, at the head or north end of the town. 
[tis a neat edifice, handſomely fitted up in the infide, and 
my contain about 750 people. It was built in the year 
1757, being at that time removed from Dryfefide, 1+ mile 


wth of Lockerbie. It is ſaid, that in the year 1670, Dryfe 
ſrept away the original church and burying ground, which 
13s in the middle of the holin, now called the Sand Bed; 


ter this, in 1671, the late church and burial ground was 


abliſhed at a ſmall diſtance, and upon the ſkirt of the 
reſent glebe, or Kirkhill, thought to be perfectly ſecure 
tom the ſwells of Dryfe; but the water in proceſs of 
ime, approached the new burying ground, carrying a good 
tal of it away, and threatening the church itſelf, verifying 
te old ſaying or * of Rymer, 


Let "Non FP and ſhoels do what they m may, 
« Dryfe will have « Dry idale: kirk away.” 


kiatly from the Aborte circumſtances, but principally 
rough the influence of the family of Lockerbie, the church 
mW removed to the town, for the ornament and conveni- 
ace of the place and pariſh. There is an Antiburgher meet- 


moderate con gregation and annual 1 income from the whole 
ule, 


alls of that name, but hath nothing peculiar, excepting its 
king an excellent haunt for wild ducks, geeſe, and other 
bn in the winter-ſeaſon. The Cauldron is a very deep 
ke in the midſt of a moraſs, never freezing, abounding 
ith pike and eels, being the remains of the old water-gate 

| | | of 


a; houſe at the ſouth or foot of the town, eſtabliſhed about 
o years ſince, the only one in Annandale, and draws only a 


Lakes, Cleughs, or Glens —Turnmcor Loch affords a ſuſſi- 
dent quantity of water for ſupplying the corn and barley 
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of Dryfe, and in which there 18 plage 11 ſhell marl, bi 
| expenfive i in the working. Half a mile ſouth of this, and 
in the ſame tract, there is a vaſt fund of excellent and 
| workable mar], belonging to the Duke of Queenſberry, and 
which 1s extremely beneficial to his Grace's tenants, coſting 
| only 3d. the cart load, and 3o cart load being ſufficient for 
an acre. St Mary's Cleugh, at the north end of the pariſh, 
ſeparating it from Sibbaldbie, i is very deep, and its ſteep 
ſides are covered with the moſt thriving plantations of oak 
and aſh, ſome of the latter being 60 feet high, plenty o 
hazle, and nuts in the ſeaſon. The Biſhop Cleugh, ſo called 
from its being old kirk-lands, has nothing remarkable. Thef 
Scale Cleugh, on the eaſt ſide of the pariſh, is very deep, and 
its ſteep banks are covered with hazle and bruſhwood, 
| Tons are other cleughs, but none FERRET; 
Antiquities —On the hole: of Diyfe about Z mile below 
the old church- yard, are two very aged thorn trees, with : 
tumulus at their baſe, called Vaxwell's Thorns, becauſe the) 
point out the place of the remarkable fight on Drytfefands 
between the Maxwells of Nithſdale and the Johnſtons 0 


Annandale . There are veſtiges of ſtrong towers at Ol 
| Wall | 


The particulars are: On 9th December 1593, the Lord Maxwell 
warden of the weſtern marſhes, having, in conjunction with the then 
Lairds of Dumlanrig and Cloſeburn, collected 2000 men in arms, marched 
into Annandale to beſiege the Laird Johnſton's houſe of Lochwood, and 
through deadly ſpite to extirpate mm and all his name. Accordingly, 


early on the morning, the Laird Maxwell came to Lockerbie, expecting en the 
to find the Johnſtons, vaſſals of the Lochwood family, at home; but being the ſu; 
diſappointed, burnt the houſe of Nether Place, the reſidence of the L aird oi confuſ 
Lockerbie's brother, and afterwards returned to his party at Dryfeſands. It of Bu 
ſo happened, that Annandale Johnſton ſoon appearing with only 40 horſes, whom 
engaged $0 of the enemy, put them to flight, purſuing a certain length, and Cotte: 
then, through deſign. ſudlenly retreating, were followed by the whole body 0! ber th 
the enemy, with Lord Maxwell at their head, till they came to the Torrwood the co 


on ſeatec 


of Dry ſdale. N 1 


Walls, Kirktown- mains, Nether-place, Myrehead, and Dal- 
anhook. There are evident remains of 8 camps or forts, 


ome ſquare or Roman, others circular or Britiſh, and moſt. 

built on eminences, becauſe about 2000 years fince (their 
ge) the fides of the eminences or hills had been covered 
mith growing wood, and the preſent flat or low lying and 


holm lands in Annandale had partly been a moraſs, or under 
mater; hence we find, that the Roman roads were generally 


made on riſing ground, when it could be got. The moſt 
remarkable are two, the one Britiſh, and the other Roman, 


icing each other, and ſeparated by a narrow moraſs. They 
ne built on two hills E. of the village Bengall, the name 


luding to the forts on the hills, ſignifying the hill of the 


Cauls. Old pieces of armour and warlike weapons have 
frequently been found in them, and not many years ſince, 
the ſkeleton of a man was found in a cairn, on the inter- 
rning moraſs, thought to have laid there for ſome ages, 


ad ſome fragments of his dreſs or accoutrements were car- 


ned off as a curioſity, particularly his ſandals, curiouſly 
wrought and bound around the months with leathern 


thongs, were conveyed into England for the Oxford Muſeum, 
There is another, a Roman fort, beautifully ſituated upon a 
arge eminence, in the centre of the united and extenſive 
tom of Dryfe and Annan, called the Gallaberry, or the 


burgh and ſtation of the Gauls, for the term Berry is of 


daron origin, ſignifying “ burgh, manſion, or ſtrength.“ 
2 3H ©. 0 


en the 8. E. fide of Dryfe, whence 400 Annandalians ſprung, flew upon 
the ſurpriſed enemy, after a ſhort, but bloody ſtruggle, put them into 


confuſion, and being joined by a few Scots, from Eſkdale, under the Laird 


o Buccleugh, completed the victory, killing upwards of Joo, among 

whom was the Lord Maxwell himſelf, and purſued the routed enemy to the 
Cotterbie Ford of the Annan, where many were drowned. A great num- 
ber that eſcaped, were marred or hurt on the face during the fight ; hence 


the common ſaying, © A Lockerbie lick.” It is ſingular that fo few de- 
fated ſo many, | 
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1 The moſt entire is a Britiſh one at Dry Aale gate, oceupy 
ing about 2 acres of ground, commanding a moſt extenſive 
proſpect; its connterpart is a large Roman one about 3 
mile due E. interrupted by a moor, being the place ky 
brated for the bloody battle between the army of Julius 
Agricola, and the forces of Corbredus Galdus, the 21ſt king 
of the Scots, about the end of the iſt century. There are 
plain traces of the great Roman road, from the borders of 
England up to the vaſt encampments on the neighbouring 
beauteous and conſpicuous round green hill of Bur!'ſwork, 
and thence croſſing this pariſh at Lockerbie to D;y'{dale 
gate, and up to the Gallaberry above mentioned, where! 
divided, one branch leading up through Annandale, by 
| Moffat, to [weeddale and Clydeſdale ; the other branch 
croſſing the Annan, touched an entire and beautiful double 
fort on the northern margin of one of the Lochmaben lakes, 


Statiſtical Account 


calied the cody Ca/tte, thence paſſed up the weſt fide 0 | 


the water of Ae, through Nith'ſdale to the weſt country. 


Fills, Quarries, &c,—Upon the banks of the Currie, 


there is an eminence called Currie Law, the term ſignifying 
a ſummit commanding a large and deep view below. There 

is a range of heauteous green hills running from N. to 9. 
for abaut 3 miles, dividing the Highland from the low part 
of the pariſh. The Highland or outerly part, had been 
once a pariſh by itſelf, called Little Hutton, in contralt to 
the large pariſh of Hutton conterminous. The church and 
burying ground had been at Halldykes, for in the garden, 
human bones are frequently dug up ; but there is neither 
record nor tradition of the time of its annexation to Dry. 
dale. Beſides this church of Little Hutton, there were two 


other places of public worſhip in the pariſh, vi. The cha- 
pel of Beekton, ſuppoſed to belong to che Knight's Tem: 
plars, lying 1 mile N. W. of Lockerbie, where the trace 
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of graves are ſtill manifeſt, and at which there is a moſt 
copious and excellent ſpring well. There 1s alſo the veſtige 
of the chapel at Quaas 4 mile W. of Lockerbie, the font- 
fone of which ſerves for the market croſs of Lockerbie to 
this day. The moſt lofty and beautiful hill, (for there are 
10 mountains in the pariſh,) is Whitewynd or White Wooden, 
erpetted with an unvaried green, being an excellent paſtu- 
nge for pets or unlaid ſheep, hence the name. This hill is 
conſiderable heighth and ſteepneſs; on its ſummit there is 
1 ſpacious plain, in the centre whereof is a mound or mote, 
where a fire uſed to be kindled to warn the country of the 
neurſions of the Engliſh borderers. From this top, there 
b a moſt extenſive and enchanting proſpe& of Annandale, 
Ekdale, the Engliſh border, Solway Frith, Iriſh Sea, Ifle 
o Man, part of Nith'ſdale, and Galloway. At the ſouthern | 
end of the pariſh, there is a limeſtone quarry, which pro- 
duces a coarſe, dark coloured, but ſtrong lime for land, 
There is ſome freeſtone at Old Walls, but too ſoft for du- 
able uſe. There is plenty of whin and rag ſtone in the 
teighbourhood of Lockerbie, which, when ſkilfully built» 
makes excellent and beautiful walls, Free hewn ftone 


comes from the upper end of Lochmaben pariſh, about 4 
niles diſtant, 
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Cattle, Sheep, &c.—There is a great number of black 
cattle bred in the pariſh, particularly in the Highland part. 
A good deal of butter and cheeſe made. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Lockerbie, the grazing of a milk cow is L. 1, 
12s. a-year. Skimmed milk is fold for 1 d. the Scotch 
pint, butter at 8 d. and ꝙ d. the pound, new cheeſe at 3d. the 
pound, and old cheeſe from 58. to 85. the ſtone, heavy weight, 
being 24 ounces to the pound. The farmers preferring 
black cattle to ſheep, there is only one or two ſheep ſtocks 
a the pariſh, yet there are a great number of pets and 

3 | lambs 
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dale and Eſkdale, and is from 4s. to 105. the ſtone. Un. 


Lockerbie and this pariſh. The ſouthern mail coach arrives 
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lambs, and hogs wintered, in all amounting to about 12005 
Black cattle, horſes, ſheep and wool, have been rifing in 
their price for ſeveral years paſt. The wool fold at the 
Lockerbie markets comes from the upper part of Annan- 
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laid or pet wool, is from 15 5. to L. I, 18. the ſtone. The 
common people are generally clothed in home manufacture, 
from the laid ſheep wool, at the rate of 2 8. 6d. 3s. and 43. 
the yard, for the Scotch ellwand is now univerſally laid 
aſide. Every family is a ſmall factory for both linen and 
woollen cloth. There are a great many dyers and dreflers 
of cloth, alſo . in this part of the . 


ty nr Woods, c be great poſt and turnpike road 
from London to Edinburgh and Glaſgow, runs through 


at the poſt-office here every evening, and the northern ditto 
every morning. The time of communication between 
London and Lockerbie (336 miles) is only about 50 hours. 
Along this road in the ſpring, but eſpecially in the end of 
harveſt, vaſt droves of black cattle from the North and 
Weſt Highlands paſs into England, to the number of about 
40,000 annually, prices from L. 3 to L. 7 each, in order to 
be fatted in the Norfolk fenns and other places, and ſupply 
the London and other markets, making the moſt delicious 
meat, vaſtly preferable to the large and rancid Iriſh horned 
bullocks. About 50 cart loads of merchant goods pals 

weekly to and from Glaſgow, and that vicinity, moſtly of 97 
the cotton ſort. The private roads in this pariſh are getting gebe 


into i rear! 

# The beaſts of the wild kind are foxes, hares, badgers, polecats, wea- oY 
ſels, hedgehogs, adders, ſnakes, otters. There are moorfowl, red and Kirk 
black, patridges, &c.; alſo geeſe, ducks, herons, teals, ſnipes, plovers, yard 
woodcocks, blackbirds, crows, magpies, thruſhes, wrens lapwings, kite, WW cuou 


hawks, cuckoos, ſwallows, cranes, pigeons, ſparrows, linnets, larks, gold 
* ſea-gulls, and robin-red-breaſts. | I \ 
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0 no excellent repair, owing to the converſion of the ſtatute 
8 in bbour of the farmers and houſehoulders into a pecuniary. 
the WE :fefment, by act of Parliament 1777, producing in this 
nan. geri annually L. 45; which, by the judicious management 
Un- ;f the commiſſioners in general, and peculiarly by the abi- 
The ny and activity of William Stewart, Eſq; factor to Lord 
ure, Hopetoun, as ſucceeding the late Marquis of Annandale, the 
48. Nah refiding juſtice of the peace and acting commiſſioner 
lad , fupply in the pariſh, has been properly expended, and 
and WY contributed to their improvement beyond expectation. In 
lers onſequence of this melioration, lime carriage for the im- 
rovement of land is greatly facilitated, and a ſpirit of agri- 
cultural improvement prevails, though the lime is brought at 
10 miles diſtance, The new mode of farming, by rotation 
& crops, and ſubdividing and incloſing by ſtone fence, hedge, 
ad ditch, and planting trees on the hedge-rows, takes place. 
There are but few woods in the pariſh. There are ſome 
new and thriving plantations of common firs on Lord 
Hopetoun's and Lord Mansfield's lands, and ſome old {trips 
dong the cleugh ſides and banks of the waters, and partt- 
ularly there is a large plantation round the manfion-houſe 
o Halldikes, Whitewynd, Roſebank, and Robert-hill, and 
eme infant plantations riſing on the eſtate of Lockecbie ; 
but it muſt be acknowledged, that this part of the country 
bdefettive and naked in this particular, though it now 
kems to be on the mending hand. 
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Stipend, School, Poor, &c.,—The ſtipend is L. 77, and the 
klebe, though upwards of 20 acres, is not worth above L. 8 
jearly ; becauſe it is generally bad land. The manſe is a 
new and neat building, ſtanding on the ſummit of the old 
Kirkhill, on the fide of Dryfe, contiguous to the old church- 
yard, in an open part of the country, and is the moſt conſpi- 
cuous and beauteous ſituation in Annandale, commanding a 

molt 
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moſt extenſive ak enehaüting view, terminated by the 
towering, though far diſtant mountain of St:zddaw beyond 
the Solway frith, in Cumberland, on the ſouth ; by the lofty 
mountains of Hartfell and Queenſberry, at the head of An 


nandale, on the north; and acroſs the rich and widely = 
tended vale of Annandale, in ſome places 4, in others { he aft 
miles over. The waters of Dryfe, Annan, Kinnel, and he hou 
Ae, uniting their kindred ſtreams in the centre of the va“ os 
In ſummer and harveſt it is delightful indeed to ſee fuch x # 1 
perhaps 


rich variety of lofty mountains and deep vallies, of gree 
hills and growing dales, of winding rivers and rivulets, of 
rich paſtures and richer crop-lands, all around. The royal 
burgh of Lochmaben is in full and diſtinct view acroſs th 
Annan to the weſt. The town clock is heard, and the 
_ Caſtle loch, a ſheet of 204 acres of water, with the caſtle 

ruins on a peninſula on the ſouth ſide, is ſeen. The proſpect 
is beautified and variegated with a great number of gentle 
mens ſeats and plantations on all hands; ſuch 53 the Kirk 
wood, Denbie, Whitecroft, Rammerſcales, Holmains, New- 
mains, Fourtowns, Halleaths, Caſtlemains, Lochmaben, 
Ellſhieſhields, Riggheads, Todhillmoor, Kirkmichael place, 
Hillſide, Balgray, and above all the new and elegant palace 
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belonging to Lord Hopetoun at Raehills on the Annandale 8 
eſtate. The crown 1s patron. The pariſh, in the 13th century, Wi 
by King Robert Bruce, was given as a menſal church to the * 
 Archbiſhoprick of Glaſgow, and alſo the neighbouring pariſt a8 
of St Mungo.—There is an eſtabliſhed pariſh-ſchool, with g 
the uſual ſalary of 100 merks, and the intereſt of L. 80 0 9k 
mortified money, together with the common ſchool-fees.| ; 8 
It is to be regretted, that too ſmall encouragement is afforded A x 
to ſchoolmaſters in Scotland, a claſs of men extremely ule- * - 
ful, if able and faithful. There are ſeveral private ſchools 8 


alſo.— The poor are ſometimes upwards of 20 that receive 


ſupply from the kirk- ſeſſion, the ordinary collections at the Fam 
church, 


of Dryſdale, * 4431 
durch, with fines, and the annualrent of L. 6 5 of mortified 
he alms afforded by the houſeholders, is amply ſufficient 
v ſupply the neceſſitous poor; but there is a vaſt influx of 
ngrants and beggars from diſtant places, notwithſtanding 


the houſe of correction at Dumfries. Poors rates would be 


try. The people are very liberal to their own Hoon; and 
jerhaps too much ſo to ſtrangers. 


Heritors, 8 Se. There are only 4 ſmall re- 
ackſmen in Lockerbie. The great and non- reſiding pro- 
Lal of Mansfield, Lady Douglaſs of Killhead for Locker- 


be, Mr Harries of Hilldikes, and Mr Johnſton of Barn- 
pllill, beſides 6 ſmall non- reſiding heritors. There are 


wards of 60 farms from L. 25 to L. 100 rent, and ſome 


fy above that ſum; the arable land is in general about 


1353. 4d. the acre, and Highland paſture about 25s. and 


1s. 6d. The incloſed parks around Lockerbie give from 
175. 6d. to double that ſum of yearly rent. The groſs 


tental of the pariſh is L. 3400, and the valuation is 7194+ 


nerks. The crops are oats, barley, peaſe, potatoes, turnips, 
lax, ſome hemp and rye, and wheat, with ſown graſſes in 
vation, A conſiderable quantity of barley is exported at 
port Annan from this pariſh to Whitehaven and Liverpool 


bor malting, alſo oats and potatoes. A great many ſwine | 
re fatted and ſold at the weekly market of Lockerbie du. 


ing the ſeaſon. About 200 are annually fed in the pariſh, 


tom 10 to 20 ſtones each, and give from 38. 6d. to 58. 6 d. 


the ſtone, and cured and dried hams are about 6 d. the pound. 


Famers make their rents partly from their barley and ba- 
| con 


none y, amount to about L. 18 yearly. This, together with 


the activity of the Juſtices of the Peace in ſending many to 


n unneceflary and heavy burden on this part of the coun» 
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Wing heritors, with the numerous body of feuars and long 


prietors are the Duke of Queenſberry, Earl of Hopetoun, 
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eon exported, and from oats raw or manufactured into meal, 
and from the breeding of black cattle and ſome for horſes. 
As the grain here is of the beſt quality, it commands the 
higheſt price. The price of labour is greatly on the riſe, 
particularly in harveſt; reapers getting 18. the day with their 
victuals, and 18. 6 d. without them; but at the other ſea- 
ſons labourers are much cheaper, being in winter 6 d. and 
in ſpring and ſummer 8 d. and 9d. the day with vic. 
__W 
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priſhes. 


Ge eneral Character, and Miſcellaneous Obſervations —The 
people are honeſt, ſober, induſtrious in their reſpective oc- 
cupations; well affected to the preſent govenment, both 

eccleſiaſtical and civil; peaceable and pious, regular | in 
attending church ordinances on the Lord's day, are well ac. 
quainted with the principles of Chriſtianity, are devoid of 
bigotry and hypocriſy, are moderate and humane, and de. 
| Light to favour one another. Even in the town of Locker. 
bie, where dramming ſometimes does prevail, eſpecially! 
about the market times, there has fot been a fight or quarrel] 
worth mentioning for theſe 1x years paſt, the time of the 
incumbent's miniſtry, nor for as long before that, as he has 
been informed. This is a proof of the civilization of the 
people; and peculiarly to the praiſe of the fair ſex, if men 
are ſometimes ſeen drunk, women never are, neither at 
markets, nor on any other occafion. Marriages are early 
and fruitful, there being few bachelors beyond 25 years of 
age. This pariſh hath produced ſeveral eminent, learned, 
and mercantile men, who have travelled to the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies, and ſucceſsfully obtained fortunes. The prin- 
cipal diverſion or amuſement is curling on the ice in the 
winter, when ſometimes ſcores of people aſſemble on the 
Waters, and 1 in the moſt keen, yet friendly manner, _ 


unt b 


pint one another, and uſually conclude the game and day 
im a. good dinner, drink, and ſongs. The people are 
althy'and robult. The pariſh is improving in agricul- 
ne annually, and increaſing in the number of inhabitants; 


tes, diet, language, and manners, are daily mending, and 
ally ſuperlor to ſome of the neighbouring and country 
0 hes. | | 


„ 
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ut eſpecially in the town of Lockerbie, which hath in- 
raſed upwards of 150 within theſe 10 years paſt. The 
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NUMBER XXIS. | jo 


(County AaxnD SYNOD or ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY of 
Salon). 


By the Rev. Mr Tous SHEPHERD. 


Extent, Soil, &c. 


| 1 extent is about 4 Engliſh miles in length, and 2 in 
8 breadth, and it contains about 4000 acres, moſt of 
which have been meaſured, and above 600 acres incloſed. 
Some of theſe incloſures are planted with firs, and general- 
ly in a thriving way. One of the greateſt extent, of 50 
acres, on the eſtate of Barra, was among the earlieſt plant- 
ed in this country, and is now cutting down and ſelling to 
good account. On the ſame eſtate is lately finiſhed ano- 
ther incloſure, not ſo extenſive as the former, but is ſtock- 
ed with a variety of plants of different kinds of wood be- 
ſides that of firs. About the middle of the pariſh, there 
are two ranges of hills, moſtly green. They ſeem of old | 
to have been laboured within 50 yards of the top, but now | 
| the 


re 


old 


the 


of Bourtie. SED "a 


che higher parts are neglected. The ground upon the 
ſkirts, and at the bottom of theſe hills, is wet and ſpungy ; 


later in harveſt by 10 days than the earlieſt parts of the pa- 


riſh, and ſeems more ſuited for graſs than grain. The 


lands lying to the W. and to the E. of theſe hills are gene- 


rally ok a ſtrong ſtiff ſoil, with a clay bottom, pretty fertile, 
but much peſtered with large ſtones, both above and be- 
low the ſurface. About 20 years ago, our country did not 
breed cattle of ſufficient bulk and ſtrength to labour the 


ground. They were moſtly brought from the ſouth, par- 


ticularly from Fifeſhire. In a few years, by hard labour, 
they were worn out, and became unfit for ſervice ; and as 
the farmer had not the means of fattening them, he very 


often ſold them for a third part of what they coſt him. 


The caſe i is now much altered to the better. The farmer 


brings up oxen able for his work, ſells them or fattens 


them when they begin to be upon the decline, and in this 
way is rather a CONuu.. 


work cattle. 


bees Ae to Dr Webſter's report, the po- 


pulation was then 525. The number of inhabitants, by 
an exact liſt in 1771, was 560. It is now only 450; the de- 
creaſe is principally owing to the monopoly of farms, and 


the ſcarcity of moſs. Of the preſent inhabitants, 2 are 


Seceders, 10 e and 6 2 ons the reſt attend 
the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


A ne dener Pollen nearly what employed 43 
each of whom yoked 10 oxen. The proprietor took theſe 
lands under his own management for a few years, incloſed 
and limed a conſiderable part of the grounds, built an ex- 


gellent dwelling-houſe, ſubſtantial and commodious office- 
f houſes, 


gvoiner than a loſer upon his 
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Bbuſes, and let the whole to one gentleman, at Wader more 

than double the rent the lands formerly gave. The rent is 
now about L. 185 Sterling. Another farm rents L. 103 
Sterling. The reſt of the rents of the pariſh are from 
L. 40 down to L. 7 Sterling. The whole rent of the pa. 
Tiſh 1s about L. roco e the n rent 1 250 
Scots. 1 


Mode of Cultivation.— Several of the tenants yoke 10 
oxen in one plough; however, the new huſbandry has been 
practiſed by ſome of them for ſeveral years, and is daily 
increafing. There are about 50 acres of turnip, and 250 
of ſown graſs. The grain generally ſown is bear and oats, 
few peaſe or lint-ſeed ; and there are as many N vai. 
Ted as ſerve the ann. | 


1 of Cattle 3 are ant Gas black cat- 


tle; 500 ſheep paſture durincs zummer, but not 
ſo man v 1 — N winter, and 130 horſes. We 


e now 60 carts. In 1744, when the preſent in- 
cumbent was ſettled, there were only 2. At that 
period there were only two houſes in the pariſh which 
had ſtone chimnies, the houſe of Barra and the mane, 
Since that time, three of the heritors have built manſion- 
houſes ; and within theſe few years, ſeven neat and com- 
modious houſes have been erected, upon different farms 
within the eſtate of Barra, 


1 * Fuel. — The principle manure is that which. 
the cattle afford. Of late the farmers have begun to bring | 


lime from Aberdeen and N ewburgh, Engliſh and Scotch 
ſhells, and ſome powdered lime from Udny and the 
Buchan country. Some years ago ul it was to be had at Pit- 
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nore ! nedden. „The principal fuel 18 peat, and ſome turk from 
bt il be moors and [UFTACE of the peſt als. 5 
rom! Ape On the Hakan of the hill of eta, 
: pa. there are the diſtinct remains of a camp, of a circular 


2501 form, in extent near to 3 acres, and ſurrounded with 3 


ütches. It goes under the name of the Cummin's Camp. 
The Cummins were a bold and rumerous race of people, 


e 10% who are ſaid to have been proprietors of the greateſt part 
been of the Buchan country, and diſaffected to King Robert 


daily Bruce. After the battle near Inverury, where the king's 


| 250M arms were victorious, he marched his troops, ſtormed this 
oats, MW camp, and put the Cummins to flight. It is probable 


s rai-W this camp had been originally formed by the Danes, as it 
| ſeems to have required conſiderable time and labour to 
execute it, and that the Cummins had taken poſſeſſion of 


it as an advantageous poſt. In the church- yard there is a 
long rough ſtone, cut out into a coarſe ſtatue of a man. 
The traditional report is, that it was done for the cele- 
brated Thomas de Longueville, the companion of Wallace, 


and is buried here; but all this reſts upon uncertain tradi- 
tion. There are three Druidical tewples here, two of 
them pretty entire. 


whom at preſent reſide. The ſtipend is L. 42: 4: 5 in 
money, 32 bolls of meal, and 16 bolls of bear. 


Character of the People. — They are ſober, induſtrious, 
and peaceable. Since 1744 none of them have been tried 
before a criminal court. 


who was killed in ſtorming the above mentioned camp, 


Heritors and 5 are 5 heritors, none of 
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| Advantages and Diſadvantages.— The advantages 

the ſobriety of the inhabitants, (not an alehouſe being 
the pariſh), and the diligence of the women in knittin 
ſtockings. They are far from lime, and it requires a cor 
y fiderable ſhare of their ſummer labour to provide fuel. 
Woh *% The ol of farm ſervants wages 1s very remarkable. When the pre 
ſent incumbent was ſettled m 1744, the half year's wage of men ſervant 
was from 8 8. to 15s, Sterling, The preſent rate is from L. 2, 104, to 
I. 3. 165. Sterling. TOS SST EL ig. 
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(CounTY AND SYNOD of Fire , PRESBYTERY or [30 
: ANDREW'S.) A | 


By the Rev. Mr ANDREW BELL. 


Stiuation, Extent - Surface, Soil, Ve. 


HE pariſh of Crail lies upon the eaſt point of the cont- 

ty of Fife. It is bounded on the S. by the frith of 
forth, and on the E. by the German ocean; its form is 
megular, and breadth unequal ; its greateſt length from 
life's Neſs to Kingſcavin Mill, is about 6 Engliſh miles. 
The number of acres cannot be exactly aſcertained. The 
hlued rent is L. 13,682 : 13: 4 Scots. As the valuation, 
bom the early cultivated ftate of this part of the country, is 
u general high, it is probable that the real rent does not ex- 
red it in ſo great a proportion as in many other diſtricts of 
xetland,—The general appearance of the country is flat and 


uked. At a very little diſtance from the high water mark, 
lie land riſes abruptly from 20 to 60 or 80 feet above the 
nel of the ſea. From thence it ſwells gently towards the 


Statiſtical-Acrount 


44 


Weſt, without forming any hill or remarkable accliyity, 
The few trees and hedges here are reared with difficulty, 
and have an unhealthy appearance. The ſtrong breezes 
from the ſea contribute much to retard their growth. They 
thrive beſt at Ardrie, which has encouraged the preſent 
proprietor to make ſeveral additional plantations. The 
ſoil is excedingly various. It is found of all Kinds, from 
the richeſt deep black loam, and drieſt ſharp channel, to the 
pooreſt thin wet clay. The value is conſequently as Va- 
rious, from 38. or 48. to L. 1, 1. 2, ; 3z oy 8 4, and in one 
inſtance to L. 5 an acre. The manures employed are lime, 
dung, and ſea-ware; which laſt is caſt upon the ſhore in 
great quantities; and upon many fields produces as good 
crops of barley, wheat, and turnips, as can be raiſed from 
dung. 


Agriculture, Sc. In the mode of farming, there is no- 
thing peculiar to this pariſh. The crops, and their rotation, 
are in general the ſame as along the reſt of the coal: of 
Fife. The ploughs are of the new conſtruction, and uni- 
verſally drawn by two horſes, , No threſhing mills are yet 
erected. Where the land is : good, potatoes are generally 
planted as a preparation for wheat. An acre may produce 


from 40 to 60 bolls; 1500 or 2000 bolls are annually ex- 


ported to the foreign and Engliſh markets, from 48. to 65, 
the boll. The trades people frequently rent ſmall portions 
of land from the farmers, which they plant wich this uſeful 
root. At their leiſure hours they hoe and dreſs their little 
lots, an exerciſe which contributes both to their intereſt and 
to their health. In this way, after ſupplying the family, a 
few bolls are frequently procured for ſale. The rent, When 
paid in money, may be at the rate of L. 3 or L. 4 an acre; but 


a more common way is for the tradeſmen to give the ſeed | 


and lebour, allowing the farmer half the produce. Drilled 


Eans 


of Grail, gels 447 | 


heans are raiſed in the neighbourhood of the town in FRY 


quantities, and of an excellent quality. The crops of 
cheat, oats; bear and barley, are plentiful. Partly perhaps 


Jom prejudice; and partly from a wiſh to accommodate 
heir practice to tlie general nature of the foil, which is ra- 
ter late, as lying upon a cold bottom, many of the farmers 
this and the neighbouring ' pariſhes, ſtill prefer for ſeed a 
nixture of bear or big and barley, in different proportions, 


which they call Ramble. Though they admit, that when 
qual quantities of theſe grains are mi xed together, and 


the produce repeatedly ſown, the barley in a few years is 
ſound generally to prevail; yet they are of opinion that 

hey can depend moſt upon this mongrel crop. They think 
that the bear, as being the earlier and hardier plant, cheriſh- 


ts the tender barley, and puſhes it forward in its various 


ſages ; that from its ſuperior ſtrength of ſtraw, it prevents 
the barley from lodging ſo much as it is apt to do, when 


ſown unmixed, a circumſtance peculiarly prejudicial upon 


:damp ſoil, from the great quantity of undergrowth it is 
lpoſed to ſend up; and that, from the ſame quality, it 
fiſts much in winning and preſerving the whole crop in 


te and rainy ſeaſons, Experience without doubt confirms 


in ſome meaſure the truth of this train of reaſoning ; but 
how far theſe advantages are counterbalanced by the infe- 
nority of this mixed kind of grain to pure barley, yet re- 
mains to be aſcertained. Great quantities of theſe grains, 
with a full proportion of beans and wheat, are ſent every 


yar to Glaſgow, and its neighbourhood. The open- 


ing of the Canal between the Forth and the Clyde, has 
been of immenſe advantage to the farmers and landholders 
un this part of the country, who formerly could find no 
good market for what corns they raiſed, beyond what was 
required for home conſumption. The principal farms, a- 
bout 20 in number, are of a moderate fize, Though ſeve- 
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ral ſmall ones were * when the laſt teaſes were gran 
ed, yet the population of the country has not been fo m 
terially affected by this meaſure as by the "gradual fur 
preſſion of cot. houſes, and a reduction of the number 
hands employed in agriculture, by the changes which ha 
taken place in the mode of farming. A part of two e 
ſtates is not under leaſe, but let from year to year in p 
ſture; and the principal heritors, with their families, are ej 
ther gone. from. the pariſh altogether, or at moſt but oe: 
| fional reſidenters. A great proportion of the pariſh {ii 
continues unincloſed. Much has been done, but much fi 
remains in reſpe& of draining, which has always beer 
found a moſt beneficial improvement. With a very fe 
exceptions, the farm. houſes and offices are bad; an eri 
which, it is hoped, will be remedied when new leaſes ar 
granted. There is no doubt but in the end, the landholde 
would find their advantage i in this. The tenant, who, at th 
riſk of a valuable ſtock, is anſwerable for a rent of L. 100 
L. 200 or 1 300 a- year, is entitled to good accommodation 
In the preſent improved ſtate of ſociety, a man of ſpirit o 
property has no encouragement to engage with a farm 
where he and his family muſt be obliged to live in a hovel 
deſtitute of every convenience and comfort. About half 
the valued rent of the pariſh belongs to Miſs Scott of Scat 
ſtarvit, a young Lady, whoſe amiable diſpoſition affords the 
faireſt proſpe&, that. her ample fortune will be direcded in: 
manner highly advantageous to the intereſts of humanity in 
general, and to the particular improvement of thoſe parts 
of the country, in which ſhe has an immediate concern. 
| Beſides, the farmers reſiding in the country, about 12 or 15 
yy live 1 in the town, who - cultivate from 3 to 20 or 30 acres 
each, partly rented, and partly their own property. Theſe 
| are an induffvious claſs of men, whoſe numbers it is to be 
wiſhed, r 0 not be reduced. Several of them are in = 
Practice 


Spi; 44s. 


mice of letting their carts and horſes for hire for various 


jurpoſes, particularly for bringing coals to the inhabitants 
ether . the 5 or the PTY 2 


n the eaſt and weſt fields of Crail. Veſtiges of the pits 


mchinery was uſed, and that the crop-coal only, where it 
ms level free, bas been exhauſted. In times of ſcarcity, 


long the ſea-(hore ; while they were thus employed a few 


Queen Mary's was found, about 3 feet below the ſurface, 
nder a ſtratum of rock, from whence the coal had former- 


quatities. There are ſeveral quarries of it in the interior 


neat depth, the working of theſe quarries has been pro- 
luctive of little profit to thoſe who have opened them. 
[here is plenty of freeſtone ; but, in general, it is N no 
means remarkable for 1 its goodneſs, 


dn of Crail. mil is a RA of great antiquity. 
The name formerly written Carle, Caryle and Carraille, 
b ſuppoſe@ to fignify, in the Gaelic, its ſituation upon a 
mall winding or bending of the ſhore. By ſome of the 
8 ad hiſtorians, it is mentioned as a town of conſiderable 
ne! me, fo early as the middle of the gth century. It conſiſts 


ſhore, 


eee as fans coal has hk ſig both S 
nd mines are eaſy to be traced. It is probable that no 
he poor people have from time immemorial, been in the 
mattice of digging the thin ſeams of coal among the rocks 
weeks ago, within the high water mark, a gold coin of 

jy been wrought. It is dated 1553, and is intrinſically 
worth 11 8. or 125. in the poſſeſſion of Captain Whyte of 
Dyfart. Limeſtone is alſo found by the ſea- ſide in ſmall 
prt of the pariſh, upon the town's moor, and the lands of 


Newhall, belonging to the Honourable Henry Erſkine, 
lut though it is of a pretty good quality, yet, owing to its 


c two parallel ſtreets, extending eaſt and welt along the 
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Hore, which is here pretty ſteep and high. The one up 
on the N. is wide, tolerably well built, and paved. The 
| ſouth or Nethergate is not paved; and though, in point of 
ſituation, perhaps naturally pleaſanter than the other, ha m di 
of late fallen greatly to decay. The whole town bears e 
vident marks of having ſeen better days. As almoſt eve 
ry houſe has a yard or croft belonging to it, the town co 
vers a confiderable ſpace of ground. Owing to this cir 
cumſtance, and to its high ſituation in the immediate vici 
nity of the ſea, without trees or hills to afford occaſional 
| ſhelter, it enjoys a pure, uniform temperature of air, high 
ly favourable to the health of the inhabitants, without pro 
ducing, however, any remarkable inſtances of longevity 

In the pariſh, there are ſeveral above 80, but none above 
90 years of age. Crail is a royal borough, and ſends: 
member to Parliament, in conjunction with Kilrenny, the 
two Anftrathers and Pittenweem. It received a charter 
from Robert the Bruce, which was ſuceeſſively confirmed, 
with ſeveral new grants, by Robert II. Queen Mary 
James VI. and Charles I. By theſe charters, its privi- 
leges extend from the middle of the water of Leven, to the 
water of Puttekin, which falls into the ſea at Pitmilly bum 
mouth, with a right to the fiſhings, tolls, anchorage, &c. 
mm all the harbours and creeks within theſe bounds. Ac- 
cordingly the cuſtoms are regularly collected between 
rail and Pitmilly. Pittenweem and Anſtruther Eafter 
were burdened with an annualrent or reddendo, when they 


were erected into royal burghs. The other places between Wl i u 
Crail and Leven do not appear ever to have been in uſc ud 
of making any ſuch: payment for their anchorage and eu- dis 


ſtoms; but the queſtion has never yet been decided, whe- Wi bm 
ther the Town of Crail has or has not loſt theſe, with ſe⸗ the 
veral other rights and privileges. About the beginning of ner 
this century, Crail was the great rendezvous for the her- * 
ring | 


we fiſhery f in the frith of Forth. Beſfides greatn num 
10 boats fitted out and manned by the fiſhermen and 
hers belonging to the town, ſeveral hundreds aſſembled 
zom different parts of the country, particularly from An- 
be, the Mearns and Aberdeenſhire. Theſe: were ſupplied 
y the inhabitants with nets, for the uſe of which they re- 
zived a certain proportion of what was caught. Immenſe 
quotities of herrings were cured for home conſumption, 
ud for exportation. The Drave, as it is here called, was 
ftom known to fail. The fiſherman expected it as cer- 
ninly as the farmer did his crop. Almoſt all the people. 
n the place derived their ſupport from it, the other fiſhe-. 
nes, and the trade and manufactures which were immedi- 
tely connected with them. A. ſad change has now taken. 
ce; and we liſten as to a fairy tale, to the accounts gi- 
ren by old people of what they remember themſelves, or 
hve heard related by their fathers. For half a century, 
he fiſheries here have been gradually declining, The. 
terrings, for leveral years paſt, have neither viſited the 
waſt in any conſiderable quantity, nor remained long e- 
wugh upon it to ſpawn as formerly. This is partly to be 
dcribed to unfavourable weather; partly te the ſhoals be- 
&c. ng broken by the buſs fiſhing upon the N. E. coaſt of 
Ac - Scotland, which was not the caſe during the flouriſhing pe- 
een Wi nod of the fiſhery here; partly to the encroachments of 
lter i our neighbours the Dutch, who occaſionally ſweep our 
hey WI coaſt with a fleet of nets, extending ſeveral miles in length, 
cen Wi it no greater diſtance! than 2 or 3 leagues from the ſhore ; 
uſe Wi ud partly perhaps to the induſtry of man, having thinned 
eu- this ſpecies of fiſh. This conjecture is not ſo vague, as 
he- dme at firſt fight may be apt to imagine. In addition to 
ſe- the havock made by the Britiſh and Dutch fiſhermen, im- 
of BF wenſe quantities have of late years been killed upon the 
er- ®alts of Sweden and Norway. The herrings, crowding 
; into 
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eight or ten years ago, the price was 2 8. 1 d. the long hun- 1 
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into the narrow bays and creeks, are there incloſed bi The 
nets, which are hauled upon the beach by the aid of cap 0-0" 

| ftans, where after curing what may be required for th Mite abo 
market, the reſt by millions, are immediately boiled donn Tab! 
into oil, in cauldrons erected for that purpoſe on the ſhore pariſh « 
To the circumſtance, of the herrings not having ſpawnedl ton in 


for ſeveral years paſt upon this part of the coaſt; muſt in a 
great meaſure be aſcribed the want of haddocks, which 1˙ 
formerly uſed to be caught here in great quantities. About. 1 


dred, 1. e. 132. At preſent, if one or two happen to be 1 
caught, they are greedily bought for 4 d. or 6 d. a- piece. 1 
The fiſheries of great cod and ſkate are ſtill good, but very 
precarious for open boats, as the beſt fiſhing ground lies fat 
off ſhore. About 20 or 25 thouſand lobſters are ſent e- 
very year to the London market. Ten years ago, there 
was double the number. On Ron is L. 12, 10s. the 
nad: e Bt 2 


Population —By the return made to Dr Webſter, the po- 


pulation was 2173. | 
Table of births, marriages, and deaths, i in the town and 


+ of Crail, from 1750 to 1756. 


Years. Births. | Marriages, Deaths. 
„ 64 16 48 
1751, 1 e OO 
„ 20-46 40d? 
Yo] Od | 22 46 
L754» — „ 35 
. 8 11 79 
„% ꝑ—ꝛ—̃ 43 28 
Total, 470* +] Re 
Average, 675 1G: [; 
The 


* Of theſe 249 males, 221 females. 


0 call f 447 : 


The exceſs of males above females in this table is perhaps 
mcommon. There is every reaſon to believe, that during 
he above period, the regiſter was kept with great exaQneſs. 

Table of births, marriages, and deaths, in the town and 

pariſh of Crail, from the year 1786 to 5932 The popula- 
tion in 1790-91 was 1710 ſouls. Bhs 


— LE 6: Eon gn hf 2-425 IE] 
1 48 VVV 
1788, „ 1 
111 36 
FFF 28 
—!.. 3 
2 OS 49 | 11 e 35 
Total, 3 . 248 
Average, 0 6G 


As there were two long vacancies during the above pe- 
nod, this table is not perhaps very accurate. 


and particular fate of the Population of the Town and Pariſh 
of Crail, as taken in 1790-91. 


No. of fam. in the town 335, in the country 73, total 430. 
No. of ſouls in the town 1301, in the country 409, tot. 1710. 
Of theſe 750 are houſeholders, 322 males, and 448 fem. 
330 are child. under 8, 157 males, and 173 fem. 

457 are child. above 8, 185 males, and 272 fem. 

153 are houſe ſer. &c. M0 males, and 79 fem. 


Teilt wil bs the pariſh, 728) No. of femalesmorethin 
Total females, # Kew males, 234. 


Total population i in \ 2790-91, 155 
Decreaſe fince 1755, — 1 


3 All 


16 
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| "All the inhabitants are of the Efebliſied religion, excex 
8 ee, 3 Fs aa and. 3 "oO 


NA. 


The great en of the females above the OLE. int 
article of children, above 8 years of 2 age, is occaſioned by th 
Foung men going to ſea, &c. while a great proportion 
the girls remain at home with their parents. In the toy 
of Crail there are 7 incorporated trades. The number 
freemen, journeymen and ene, as they ſtood upo 
the roll in 1792, is as follows: | 


\- 


Smiths, 5 freemen, no journeymen n nor apprentices. 
Wrights, 8 freemen, 7 journeymen and apprentices. 


Weavers, 35 freemen, 21 journeymen and apprentices. | 5 
Tailors, 12 freemen, 1 journey man, E an 
| Shoemakers, 18 freemen, 11 journeymen and apprenti . 
Coopers, 3 freemen, no journeymen nor apprentices. gi 
Bakers, 7 freemen, I e Re 
Several of theſe freemen are not engaged in their reſpec nt to 
tive trades. At preſent there is but 1 working cooper pon t] 
though this trade was formerly very flouriſhing. In th W. 
country there are 2 ſmiths, 5 weavers, 1 ſhoemaker, 1 mi Vor. 
ſon, and 1 miller. Beſides theſe, there are in the town 
2 hairdreſſers and barbers, 1 butcher, 11 maſons, 6 brewers "Ai 
who alſo retail ale and Britiſh ſpirits, x vintner, and 3 other; ui 
who retail ale, porter, and ſpirits, t furgeon, 1 writer, 1 miu, 
niſter, 1 ſchoolmaſter, x ſuperannuated uſher, 6 retail ſhop4 Sh 
| keepers, and 1 miller, —Belonging to this port, there are aa 
6 ſloops from 25 to 60 tons, 1 brig of 150 tons, and 1 {loop an 
upon the ſtocks. Theſe veſſels are navigated by 25 men. » wh 


The number of ſailors belonging to the town, but failing WM e 
from other ports, is very fluctuating. During the late Apr. 


a | Mil bf 
French and American war, 92 men from the town and pa- ne 


11A turiou 


Forth 


of Craik © 443 


Gol rail, entered on board his Majeſty's fleet; à ſmall 
portion returned home. Six boats are employed in the 
ute or cock fiſhing, and 6 fmaller ones in the lobſter fiſh- 
n MW. The number of men required to work them, is about 
yt er 50. In 1791, 13 large boats were fitted out for the 
on Ming fiſhery, each carrying 7 men. Upon the iſland of 
Way, which, guoad ſucra, has always been conſidered ſince 

e Reformation as part of the pariſh of Crail, there were 
merly 10 or 15 fiſhermens families, with a proportion- 
ge number of boats. At preſent there are only 3 men 
ad 2 women upon it, for the purpoſe of taking care of the 
ut. At Fife's Neſs there is only 1 boat, with 2 fiſhers 
(en, The little village which is ſituated there, is not now 
heonſiderable as it appears once to have been. In the preſent 
nerally decayed ſtate of the fiſheries along tlie eaſt coaſt 
{ Fife, the people employed about them deſerve every 
mtetion and encouragement from the country. Nothing 
kt the moſt preſſing neceſſity ſhould ever induce Govern- 
ent to make demands upon them for manning the Navy. 
Thon the occaſion of a late armament, one for every five 
ten was required by the regulating captain at t Linn, before 
Vox. IX. 31. he 


Ic 0 


er ( 


es. 


ei Fer an account of this iſland, ſee the ** Statiſtical Account of An- 
a [rather Weſter.” The melancholy accident there recorded, vs, the 
lifocation of George Anderſon, his wife and five children in the light- 
totſe, between the night of the 234 and morning of the zt h of Janu- 
ſhop- uy 1791, is tappoſed to have been vecaſioned by a fermentation among 
/- ard tk m:nenſe heap of aſhes, which for years bad heen accumulating round 
lie building as the two men who were faved, declare that a ſulphureous 
tem was obſerved to iſſue from it for ſeveral weeks before the fatal night 
in which it burſt out in flames. The infant that was taken from the 
teat of the dead mother, and the eldeft ton aud daughter, who happen- 
Kprsvidentially not t. be upon the iſfaud, are v:.der the protection of 
Mils Scott, to whom the light honſe belongs, and who daubtleſs vill con- 
ue to patroniſe them, as they ſhall be found deſerving. For leveral 
Urious particulars concerning ihis, and the other iſl nds | in the frith of 
orth, fee Sibbaid's Hiſt of Fife. | 
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„ 
he would grant protections. The fiſhermen here furniſheg 
their quota at the expence of about Eighty Pounds Sterling, 
thereby 1 incurring a debt. which they have Not yet been 
able to liquidate. 


endent 
finding 
jeighbo 
rption 
hurgh 1 
the pric 
the par: 
jart of 


Eccleſiaſtical State, Stipend, School, Paar Wet woull 
appear chat Crail was once che ſeat of a priory *, A ruin 


_ evidently 


This priory is not to be found in the liſt of religious houſes in Seot: 


Lord Lindeſay ſeems to have obtained from the prioreſs and convent of 
Haddington, a tack of the tiends, both parſonage aud vicarage, of the 
parochin a d pariſh kirk of Crail, for the yearly rent of two hundred and 
fifty-five marks. By King James VI. the parith was disjoined from the 
_ Priory, and erected into a ſeparate and independant rectory. The pa- 


tronage was veſted in Sir William Murray of Belvaird, who chem 
| j 


land at the time of the Reformation. It was probably ſuppreſſed long he. enſive 
fore that period. While this conjecture is ſtated with bee ming difi. . 6 
dence, it is alſo proper to take notice of a tradition which ſome have 155 
heard, that the above mentioned ruin is the remains of a chapel dedicated e 3 t 
to St: Rufus. The kirk of Crail, with the teinds thereof, both parſonage rns afl 
and vicarage, anciently belonged to the priory of Haddington. In the 
year 1519, upon the petition and endowment of Sir William Myreton of 
Cambo, vicar of Lathriſk, Janet, Prioreſs of Haddington erected it into a WH 
collegiate church, with a provoſt, ſacriſt and ſeveral prebendaries. The Mr Wil 
| Provoſt had a right to the vicarage tithes, upon entertaining a vicar , the? 
_ penſioner, for ſerving the cure of the pariſh within the ſaid collegiate « ar 
church; and fix of the prebendaries had annuities, payable out of certain bree li 
lands and tenements of houſes, lying in the town and neighbourhoed, BR” 
mortified for that purpoſe by Sir William Myreton. The church, quite . 
and veſtry, are ſtill ſtanding, and uſed as the place of pubiic worſhip by nght q 
the congregation. “ An inventarie of the ornaments and of the ſylver Ty, ſu 
wark in the college-kyrk of Carraile,”” is in the poſſeſſiun of the preſent er os 
miniſter. It ſeems to have been handſomely provided. Beſides the high I e 
altar, there were eight others, dedicated to the Virgin, St Catharine, St Mi- the by 
chael, St James, St John the Baptiſt, St Stephen, St John the Evangeliſt, an! WI © 
St Nicholas. It was in this church that the mob, inflamed by the preach- vide f 
ing of the famous John Knox, began the work of aboliſhing the monu- 3 | 
ments of idolatry in F ife, as their brethren had done at Perth a few days nag 
before. Having finiſhed their operations here, they followed their apoſto- nd hi 
| lical leader to St Andrew's, where they aflifted in leveling its beautiful | "fy 
and ſupetb Cathedral to the ground. About the time of the Reformation, _ 


“ "0%% © - gl 


hrgh is deſcribed in the valuation of the tiends 1630, as 


fe pariſh of Crail from the priory of Haddin gton, a third 
art of the tiend-ſheaves was aſſigned for ſupport of the 


cot. niniſter ſerving the cure. The pariſh being found too ex- 


de. Whtnfive it was judged expedient to divide it. Accordingly, 
n 1630, the lands of Kingſbarns and others were erected in- 
ited Wo 2 ſeparate pariſh. A ſtipend of 5 chalders of victual 
ge Aras — to che minifter, which was by the voluntary 
the 1 1 at 


The Ur William Murray to the benefice. He then reſigned the patronage in- 


26 to the King's hands in favour of John Lord Lindeſay, who in 1609 obtain- 
3 ed from Mr Murray a confirmation of the former tack of the tiends, for 
ah three lives, and twice three nineteen years 

iy The town of Crail having by ſeveral charters obtained a grant of the 
tis tollegiate church and its revenues, with the advocation, do ation and 
by nght of patronage of its provoſtry, prebendure, chaplainaries, and choriſ- 
5 try, diſputes began to ariſe bet een them ad Lord Lindeſay concerning 
ond their reſpective rights. To prevent law ſuits, a compromiſe was entered 
igh into in 1630. by which the town's right to the collegiate church, and 
11. the place called the college, with the right of patronage as above, was 
4 confirmed ; but their claim to emolument was expreſsly reſtricted to the 
1 tithe 61, and the rents, fees and duties, which had been the eſpecial pro- 
_ perty of the provoſt and prebendaries. The par nage and vicarage 
275 ties excepting the tithe fiſh, vere declared to e Hain with his Lo dſhip 
Th and his ſucceſſors. In 1794-6, the queſtion concerning the right of pa- 
ful ionage to the pariſh church was tried. By a, interlocutor of the Lord 
" Ordinary it was given again/t the town, and the Earl of Crawford, as ue- 
of <elſor to Lord Lindeſay, is now conſidered as undoubted patron. 

ie 

1d * Vide Unprinted acts of King James VI. in the parliament houſe, 
e Edinburgh. A more particular account of the collegiate chutch of Crail 


2 way be obtained by conſulting its chartulary, which is depoſited in the 
d — re, Edinburgh. 


aidently of great antiquity, the eaſt gabe of Which is fill 
finding, bears the name of the prior walls. A well in the 
zeighbourhood is called the brzery, without doubt a cor- 
ruption of priory well; and a croft belonging to the 


the prior croft. By the act of Parliament“ which disjoined 
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let for 16 bolls of bear and L. 4 of money. rent.— The 
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act of the won augmented to 8. The ipend af Crail 
Was at the ſame time declared to be 10 chalders 2 firlots 
and 2 pecks of bear, which the miniſter accepted in full of 
| all tack-duties formerly paid. | No augmentation has hither 
to been aſked. In 1758 a decreet was obtained for L. 66, 
188. 8d. Scots of element-money.—The miniſter has 3 
houſe, garden, and ſtable, with a glebe of 44 acres, whichis 


| ſchool of Crail has experienced a proportionable decay with 
the town. The numher of ſcholars throughout the year is 
at a medium about 50. The fees are, for reading Engliſh 
18. 6d. reading and writing 2 8. writing and arithmetic 
285, 6d. Latin 3s. Latin and arithmeric 5 s. the quarter, 
There are few Latin ſcholars, as the people 1n general are 
not able to afford their children a liberal education. There 
are ſeveral women who teach children to read. The late 
| Uſher of the public ſchool, who is ſuperdnnuated upon his 
falary, has alſo a few ſcholars. There is properly no pa- 
rochial ſchoolmaſter. The Magiſtrates and Town-counci] 
are patrons, and the ſalary, which is L. 12 a- year, is paid 
from the common good. The income of the preſent incum- 
bent, who is alſo precentor and ſeſſion-clerk, may be about 
L. 40 a-year. There is no houſe, nor garden annexed to the 


appointment.—The number of begging poor is only 6 or W nuiti 
8; but there are upwards of loo who receive {tated or WM for b 
occaſional charity. There are no poor rates: They are ſup- nan: 
plied from the foll. wing funds: ½, The kirk-ſeſſion funds, bein 


which ariſe from the rent of about 6 acres of land; the in- poor 
tereſt of L. 293 Scots; the rent of ſeats in the church; W num 
dues upon marriages when the bride is in the pariſh; the W L. 1. 
collections at the church-doors ; ſome ſmall fen-duties, and WW non- 
_ occaſionally gifts from heritors and others. After paying IW rita 
neceſſary fees and expenſes, thele funds, upon an average of WW plan 


I 


he laſt 4 years, have afforded L. 30 a- year to 20 or 25 pen- 
foners at 6 d. each the week, and L. 33 more to theſe and 
:thers in diſtreſſed circumſtances, in occaſional charities of 
money, coals, elothes, &c. As benefactors to the poor, the 
families of Scotſtarvit, Wormiſton, and Sauchop, are men- 
toned with peeuliar pleaſure. It may be proper to notice 

here, an excellent cuſtom which has been eſtabliſhed in the 
pariſh for more than a century, An annual collection is 


made at the church-door about Martinmas, for purchaſing 
hoes and other articles of clothing for the poor. The ſum 


colleted varies according to circumſtances, from L. 3 to 
L. 7. A few guineas are always added by the ſefſion, ſo 
that about L. 10 or L. 12 a-year are appropriated to this 
uſeful charity. 2d, The fiſhing box. The funds of this 
charity ariſe from a ſmall fee paid at entry into the ſociety, 
the rent of ſome land, and a half tithe of fiſh granted by 
the town. From theſe are paid about L. 30 a-year in 
weekly penfions from 6d. to 18s. 6d. and from L. 6 to 
L. 10 in occaſional charities. 34, The failors box. The 
funds of this ſociety ariſe from the rent of a few acres of 
land, and the intereſt of a ſmall ſum of money. They 
pay about L. 10 a-year in ſtated and occaſional charities. 
4th, The intereſt of L. 580 in the 3 Per cent. S. Sea an- 


nuties 175 1, mortified by Robert Ramſay tailor in London 


lor behoof of the poor of the pariſh of Crail, under the 
management of the miniſter and Town-council for the time 
being. The intereſt of this ſum is divided yearly among 


poor houſeholders. The whole funds for ſupporting the 
numerous poor may be ſtated to be, one year with another, 


L. 120 or L. 125 Sterling. It is to be wiſhed that all the 


ton-refiding heritors would annually contribute their cha- 


table mite, which in every point of view is a much bettor 


plan than the gu. eſtabliſhment of poor rates, 


| Seats, 
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Seats, Antiquities, &c.— The only gentlemens ſeats in 
the pariſh are Balcomie, Wormiſton and Ardrie; the houſes 
of Weſt-barns and Newhall have been demoliſhed. In 
the line of antiquities there is nothing very remarkable; 
the prior walls, which ſtand cloſe to the ſea below the eaſt 
ond of the town, have been already mentioned. Upon the 
point of land a little to the ſouth-weſt of the harbour, there 
are ſome traces of a building, which has given the name of 
Caſtie Hyne to a ſmall creek or inlet among the rocks. In 

the vicinity, ſome ſtone coffins have lately been found. The 
remains of an old caſtle overlook the harbour upon the eaſt. 

In it King David I. frequently reſided; hence Crail be. 
came a conſtabulary, extending weſtward to Kincraig 
 Nooke. Sibbald, in his hiſtory of Fife, ſays, that this mo- 
narch died here; in general, he is ſuppoſed to have died at 
Carliſle in Cumberland. The fimilarity of the names 
Carryle and Carliſle, has probably occaſioned the miſtake. 
Upon the ſite of this caſtle, a gentlemen has lately erected 
a neat ſummer-houſe, which commands a fine proſpect, and 
having a battery of ſmall cannon mounted upon its top, it 
makes an excellent appearance from the ſea *., 


Manufactur 65, 


In the liſt of antiquities, the D.nes dike muſt not be forgotten. It 
is the remains of a bulwark of dry ſtones, raiſed, it is ſaid, in one ni ht by 
the Danes, who having been defeated by the Scots at the water of Leven 
in 74, retieated eaſtward till they came to the extreme point of Fife, 
which they fortified in this manner, to defend themſelves againſt the at- 
tacks of their victorious enemies, till they had an opportunity of embark» 
ing on board their ſhips, which were hovering in the mouth of the frith. 

The mound is quite overgrown with grafs, but it is diſtinctly to be traced 
for a conſiderable way acroſs the point. The large ſpace which it in- 
cloſes, with ſome other circumſtances which ſtrike an attentive obſerver 
upon the ground, migh perhaps juſtify ſome degree of ſcepticiſm upon 
the ſubject. Near this dike is the ſmall cave in which the Danes put to 
dea h Conſtantine the Scottiſh King, whom they had taken priſoner in a 
ſcicmilk as they retreated, The only ather antiquity in the pariſh which 
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ManufaFures, c.—The reader muſt not expect to heat 
of the flouriſhing ſtate of trade and manufactures in this 
pariſh. They are indeed in a very languiſhing fituation, 
The natural migration of commerce from. ſmall towns, 
where the ſtock. of the trader i 15 inconſiderable, and the de- 
nand for conſumption limited, to great towns, where the 
capitals of merchants are large, and the demands extenſive = 
ind conſtant, has deprived Crail of any little portion of 


| foreign trade which it formerly enjoyed. The various 


mercantile articles which are required, are brought weekly 
by the carriers from Edinburgh or Dundee, and occafional- 
ly from Leith by ſea. Properly ſpeaking, there 1s no ma- 
mfacture eſtabliſhed here. The women, however, are ge- 
rerally employed in ſpinning lint-yarn for the manufactu- 
ters in other places, to the extent of many thouſand ſpin- 
dles every year. At preſent the price 1 wt Is. 3d. to 
$d. the ſpindle, according to the quality, A few ſhoes 
are made for the market; and nearly 40,000 yards of 
ſheetings, Oſnaburghs, coarſe brown linen, &c. are wrought 
by the weavers for ſale, over and above what is manufac- 
tured for private uſe. It is to be hoped, that by proper 
exertions, theſe, and other branches of buſineſs, wall be 
gradually extended and 3 


| Advantages end D eee pariſh. en oys no 
1 advantages over thoſe in the neighbourhood along 


the coaſt of Fife. Its diſadvantages are, the want of ſhel - 


ter, which expoſes it to the blaſt from every quarter. Its an- 
gular ſituation, which circumſcribes its intercourſe to a ſmall 
diſtrit of country, and a ſcarcity of running water, which 
Chourages the introduction of N manufacture which re- 

| quires, 


” 
| | | | | 1 

ſeems deſerving of notice, is a ſtone which ſtands upon a ſmall tumwlus, 

det ween Crail and Sauchop. A croſs is rudely ſculptured upon it. Con- 


eerning the time or occaſion of its erection, there is no tradition. 
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; quires the aid of powerful machinery. The eel dif. 
advantage of all is the badneſs of the prefent Harbour, 
which only admits fmall veſſels, is dangerous to take in bad 
weather, and in fonth eaſterly winds affords but indifferent 
ſheltet. It has frequently proved fatal to the fiſhermen, 
who often for many days together cannot go out or in with 
fafety, while boats from the harbours to the weſtward ex. 

perietice no inconveniency. A little to the eaft of the 
town, there is a ſmall bay or opening among the rocks, 
called Rome, for what reafon is not known, which at a mo- 
derate expenſe might be made an excellent harbour. It 

wonld have a good depth of water, could be eafily taken 

in all weathers, would be advantageons for a more perfect 
profecution of the fiſhery, and of very conſiderable uſe to 
the coaſting veſſels, when turning either up or down the 
frith in blowing weather. This is probably the place call 
ed the old n in uns of the charters belon aging to 
en town. 8 


Charatter of the People.-Of the character of his peo- 
ple, a minifter ouglit to ſpeak with caution in a publication 
of this kind. To record their vices would argue impru- 
dence, as tending rather to irritate than to reform. To 
trumpet forth their praiſe would ſavour of adulation. In no 
material feature of their character do the people here dif- 


fer from their neighbours. The credulity of former times 


' with reſpect to witches is almoſt extinguiſhed, and the little 
ſuperſtitious fancies, which ſo frequently prevail among the 


commonalty, are gradually loſing ground. The practice of | 


inoculating for the ſmall- pox has been much retarded, part- 
ly by religious ſcruples, and partly by the expenſe of me- 


dical aid. To the cleanneſs and commodiouſneſs of their 
habitations, they are beginning to pay greater attention | 
than formerly. When dreſſed they are decently neat, ra- 


they 
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ther than fine. If FO are not erte for lobriety 
and induſtry, neither do they deſerve to be ſtigmarized as 
diſſipated and idle. Their ideas and ſentiments are gradu- 


ally acquiring a greater degree of liberality.” Til, ordi- 7 


nances of religion are reſpected, a tolerable decorum of 
manners is obſerv ed, though. here there are exceptions a8 
well as in every numerous ſociety ; as ſubjects they are 


peaceable and loyal, and by no means fond of“ meddling 


with Hens who are grew to change.” 


Miſcellaneous eee eee there were four 


corn-mills in the pariſh. At preſent there are only two; 


one of them is turned by ſalt water, admitted during flood- | 


tide into a refervoir, and difcharged upon the wheel after 
the tide has ebbed. The pariſh 1s rated at about 50 plough- 


rates. For them the ſtatute-labour is generally paid in 


kind. It is commuted to private houſeholders. The ſum 


may amount to L. 12 or L. 14 a year. The road leading 


from Anſtruther to St Andrew's, and paſſing through Crail, 
is in tolerable repair. The ſtatute-labour is perfectly ſuf - 


| ficient to uphold it; and if applied with vigour, might an- 


nually do ſomething to the other roads within the pariſh. 


If the middle road to St Andrew's were made, it would 
tend greatly to the improvement of the interior part of the 


country. The price of labour and proviſions is nearly the 
lame as in other parts of Fife. James Shairp was ſettled 
miniſter of Grail in 1648. He continued to hold the living 


till he was conſecrated archbiſhop of St Andrew's, after 


the Reſtoration. From the ſeſſion records, it appears. he 


was a ſtrict diſciplinarian. The rigid preſbyterian parſon 


differed in circumſtances, rather than in character, from the 


rigorous metropolitan. Of the many reſpectable gentle- 


men, who at different times received the rudiments of their 
education at the ſchool of Crail, Lord Dunfinnan. ir 
Vox. IX. 3M: Charles 
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Charles Middleton, Sir William Erſkine, Colonel Mony. 
penny and Colonel Moncrieff of the Engineers, have di. 
ſtinguiſhed. themſelves in public life. This laſt gentleman 
is a native of the pariſh. It would be difficult to ſtate with 
any degree of exactneſs, how many acres are under the 
different kinds of crops, or what may be the produce, 


NOTE. 


Births, marriages and deaths of inhabitants i in cual. town and pariſh 
for the year 1792, ſtand as follows : 


Births. |  Marcinges, | Deaths. 
| Males N Muä,les 14— Females 2 


| of thoſe who died, there were 8 wider 20 years of : age, 
1 2 between 20 and 30, #-between 60 and 7o, 
ee, mn; 0-20. 
2. — 110 — . 3 — 2898. 9, 
W e 


| Diſeaſes of which they died, claſſed according to the ideas of their friends: 


I. Febrile Diſeaſes, V. Local Diſeaſes. 
Continued fever, 3 Iliac ma, 9 8 - ; 
- Conſumption of the lungs, 3 | etl 
Wenn ͤ n v. 1 


| Putrid fever and fore throats, 2 Diſeaſe unknown, | 


Total, — Caſualties, drowned, = i 

| 9 Childbed. - I 

| II. Nervous Diſcaſes. - ' Hyttenieal, Po 3 

Apoplex, 2 Decay of nature, or aged, 11 

1 - $- Heer, +; >: 5 

1 | — Jore face, ©. : 

| Total, 4 - - Pauly in the head, fs 7 

III. cachectical A ˙ art; . „ you 

5 of the bell; 1 Total, 19 
Jaundice, N | 
Total, 2 1 
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i NUMBER XXXI. 
N (counær AND SrxoD oF. ABERDEEN, Procorrrny 
or TURREFF.,) | : 
| By the 1 Mr WILLIAM Mors, 
h, 2 | 1 


. * &c. | 


PHE 10 10 of Fyvie, though of iti ble extent, 
affords not much matter for Statiſtical Information; 
concerning the etymology of the name, I never heard even 
a conjecture hazarded. It is about 13 miles in length, and 
8 in breadth ; ſuppoſed to contain about 20 or 2, ooo acres, 
dooo of which may be under culture, 1200 in plantations 
* and natural woods; the remainder, moſſes, heath, and 
rough paſture graſs. The ſmall river Ithan, which takes 
i its riſe about 5 or 6 miles above this, after paſſing through 
the pariſh of Auchterleſs, and a part of Turriff, divides 
this pariſh nearly into two equal parts, and falls into the 
ſea at the Newburgh, a ſmall village in the pariſh of Fove- 
: ran, On this river, there are two ſalmon fiſhings, one at 
the mouth of it, and the other at Ellon, where there are 
It cruives, which prevent the ſalmon from getting this length, 
except in great floods, and at ſpawning time. But what 
: this ſmall river is remarkable for, is, the pearls that are 
1 ſometimes found in it. In the years 1762 and 1763, there 
19 was a conſiderable number found in it, many of which ſold 
from 1s. to 6s. 8s. and 108. the pearl, and there were two 
85 of them ſo large as to ſell, the one at L. 2, and the other 
at | 
IN 3 e | : Surfuct, 
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Surface, fell Ec. rh ſurface is very une ven, a great 
part being barren hills covered with heath; a great part of 
them, however, appears to have been once in a cultivated 
ſtate, as is evident from the ridges that are ſtill perceptible 
on them. Some of chem have of late been planted. The 
Honourable General Gordon of F. yvie, the patron and prin- 
cipal heritor, has of late incloſed and planted above 1000 
| acres with oak, aſh, plane, beech, larch, pine, and common 
firs, all which are in a thriving condition. The foil is vari. 
ous, but in general kindly, and yields pretty good early 
crops of bear and oats, eſpecially in the neighbourhood of the 


church and Fyvie Caſtle. The more remote parts, parti- 


cularly near the moſſes and moors, are of a colder nature 
and later. They are, however, capable of improvement, 
and a great part has of late been conſiderably improved; 
there being few or none of the farmers who have not a part 
of their fields in turnip and potatoes, and afterwards laid 
down in clover and rye graſs. The writer of this was a- 
mong the firſt, who ſet them the example by ſowing graſs- 
feeds in the open fields, which, ſucceeding very well, 0- 
thers were induced to follow the example. The time of 
ſowing varies according to the ſeaſon, and nature of the ſoil, 
It 15 commonly from the beginning or middle of March to 
the middle of April, for oats. Bear is ſown in the end of 
April, and throughout the month of May. They begin 
to 1-ap in the month of September, and in early ſeaſons 
ſooner. Oxen are generally employed in ploughing. Some 
uſe 8 oxen, others 10, and ſome 12, others 4 horſes, and 
| ſome 2 horſes and 2 oxen. The plough uſed for all theſe 
is on the model of the Engliſh one, except in very ftony 
ground, where the Scotch one is employed. The rents are 
Pretty reaſonable, excepting ſmall crofts, which generally 
give 30s. and upwards the acre, beſides ſervices and mull- 
multures, ſo often taken notice of in this work, as unſa- 

| vourable 
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rurable to the Fe a NE huſbandman. It is impoſiible 
to aſcertain what quantity of grain may be annually pro- 
laced in the pariſh; but it is certin, that a large quantity is 
fold yearly out of it, over and above what is 88 95 to the 
heritors as a 725 of their rent *, | 0 15 


Air and Diſeaſes —The air in cent is ; tackoned pure 


md healthy. — There have been no prevalent diſtempers 
for ſome time, except the putrid fore throat, which raged 


about two years ago, and proved fatal to ſeveral people. 
It has appeared alſo this winter, but is not ſo violent and 
s formerly. The ſmall pox alſo carries off . as inocu- 
ation 15 not "ay common. 8 8 


Pres 


Charadter, Tc. if the Ei are in 1 05 Je- 
cent and well ds ſeldom frequenting the inn or ta- 
rern, but upon very particular occaſions; generally ſympathi- 
ing with thoſe in diſtreſs, and ready to give them ſuch aſſiſt- 
ce as they can afford. Their houſes are in general more 
neat and comfortable than they were 30 years ago. Their 
ireſs and manner of living are alſo improved. 


Heritors, Rent, £c.—There are 8 heritors in the pariſh, 
The Honourable General Gordon of Fyvie, Earl of Aber- 
deen, Miſs Innes of the Moors of Fyvie, Gordon's Hoſpi- 
tal, Aberdeen, James Leſlie of Rothy, John Forbes of 


Blackford, James Gordon of Littlefolla, and James Hay of 


Monkſhill. Only 3 of them reſide. General Gordon be- 


ng one of the Gentlemen of the Bed-chamber to his Ma- 


jeſty, reſides only occaſionally at F yvie Caſtle, which ſtands 


in 


* Servants Wages —Servants wages have riſen greatly within a ſew 
Jexrs, and are ſtill riſing. The writer of this, paid to the firſt man ſervant 
he had 15 8. in the half year, and to a woman-ſervant 12 8. but now the 


men cannot be got under L. 3 or L. 4; and the women demand L. 1, 5s. 
ind L. 1, 10s, 
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Scots money, 6 chalders of bear, 121 chalders 10 bolls of meal, and: 
cbalder 2 bolls of malt. 


46a 
in a ſertile and pleaſant plain on the E of the Ithan; (bur 
the ſurrounding eminences being covered with firs, and o- ildin 
ther foreſt trees. When the addition, which is at preſent N 10 
ile. 
making to the houſe i is finiſhed, it will be one of the largeſt 41 
| de . 
and moſt commodious houſes in the county. The preſent 4 th 
| end, 012 
rent of the pariſh may be from L. 2 503 to . 3000 Ster. TT 
ling. In 1634, there was a valuation of the pariſh made, br the 
in order to fix the value of the teinds, which I ſubjoin, to reſted 
fhow. the then cer eee and rental of the pariſh *, od for 
U 
| Chure), ons old 
Merke Scots Bear. 3 Meal Malt. 81. 
Chal. | Bol. | Chal. | Bol | Boll, .““ 
+ Fart of. beahihne TCC by 4m ſipend 
Patrick FE of Leth- 1 VM 15 lud 
enty, | 3 1] | 3 ks, 
John Gordon of Kirktoun, — — 1 — 1 4 4 victual 
Andrew Meldrum. burgeſs . : | . 
of Aberdeen, for Gow N ONS 5555 1 diffe 
e 15 1 E church 
"Londa belonging to dito, To | — 2 1 . 
Lands belonging to Eliza- | | e * ſad to 
. beth Seuton, relict of | {| _._ | P | | 
John Urquhart of rpg | A | 1179, 
8 fintray, - . uu e 25 — 4 was al 
William Forbes of Falqu- | 5 HS ® 3 
bone, „ 1 4 chan, 
Andrew Meldrum of the | : N 111 Int 
Nuirs, looo * I 12 4 g 
William Gordon of Ter- | From 
ſperſic, | — | — — ö nr | TD: | 
* alter Berkley of Towie, | * | tant { 
Alex. Gardyne younger of | | t | | 
Blackford, PI . — — | — 1 | 8 R 
Sir Geo. Cordon younger xs EH 8 1 E 2 fide 
of Gight, - . | — — — 8 3 ** 
Lethenty belong to Geo. | 5 | | 1 
Gordon of Lethenty, — . 5 to it 
John Gordon of Ardlogie, | — 1 * 4 12 4 
William Hay of Fetterlet- | | 3 of rer 
ter, - — — 8 | ſch 
Nath. Gordon of Monkf „ | nos 
Bk | Sa ALS le] — — 1 4 4 child 
Robert Meldrum of Over- | flex | 
Rothy, — | — 5 — | FER | 9 er 1 
e n_—_y} T_T. to co 
23607 6 4 121 | 10 19 | 
1360 | ! 5 | II 
By this valuation, the rent of the pariſh, at that time, was 1369 merke 8 ſe 


1 0- 


lent 
ter. 


8 leffion-clerk ; and here, 1t 15 but juſtice to obſerve, thar 
| the 
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(burch, Stipend. School, Poor, &c.—The church is an old | 
wilding 90 feet in length within the walls, and 22 feet 


wide, It was repaired in 1776, at which time the ſeſſion 
gere L. 20 for liberty to erect a loft or gallery in the weſt 
end, the ſeats of which they let at a moderate rent, for the 
enefit of the poor, for which they draw about 10 per cent. 
for their money. There is an old deſk in the church, 


crected by one Watſon in 1502, which is ſtill quite freſn 


and found. It is now one of the beſt and moſt commodi- 


as old churches in the county.—The manſe was built in 


1762, but the offices ſtand greatly in need of repairs. The 
ſtipend was augmented in 1783, and is 1000 merks, in- 


cluding communion-element-money, and 6 chalders of 
ritual, one of which is bear. The glebe is ſmall, and in 


different parcels. Patron, General Gordon. Near the 


church, on the banks of the Ithan, are the ruins of a priory, 


ſad to be founded by Fergus Earl of Buchan, in the year 
1179, and his donation of it to the Abbacy of Arbroath 
ws afterwards confirmed by Margaret, Counteſs of Bu- 
chan, his daughter, who married Sir William Cumming, 


Int. who, by that marriage, became Earl of Buchan. 


From the appearance of the foundations, which were ex- 
tant ſome years ago, it ſhould ſeem to have been 3 fides of 
court, the middle of which was the church, and the 
2 fides the cells and offices of the monks, It does not ſeem 


to have been richly endowed, for the lands that belonged 


to it in this neighbourhood, amount only to L. 200 Sterl. 

of rent at this day. To the weſt of the church is the pariſh- 
ſchool, which in ſummer is generally attended by about 30 
children, and 40 in winter. The falary is paid to the ma- 
ſer in meal, by the farmers and crofters, which he is obliged 
to collect, and amounts (if exactly paid) to 12 bolls of meal 
mnually, The fees of the ſcholars are low. He has L. 2 
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the education! of youth is at role ried. on at this litat 


| ſchool on the moſt approved plan; and beſides what is oe Ml 700 
nerally taught at grammar ſchools, the French and Engliſt 4 
languages are taught here with as much purity and exa4\F ger. 
neſs as in moſt of the Engliſh academies, (the preſent ma ther 
ſter having been ſeveral years in one of the beſt academie The 
in the neighbourhood of London), a circumſtance which «0 
deſerves to be remarked, as few country pariſhes enjoy tie ¶ grm 
like advantages. — The number on the poor's roll at preſent 
amounts to 24. The only funds for their ſupport are the P, 

weekly collections, fines, mortcloth-money, and the rent of pula 
the above mentioned gallery. There are few in the paringiy in tt 

. who go about begging, except in Yer hard, times. male 
- Roads —The onþlic crowd Gem Kherdeen to Banff, goe <4 
through the pariſh. It 1 is kept in pretty good repair by th birct 

5 ſtatute- labour. There is a poſt- office on it at Leſles imp 

; Fyvie, not far from the church. beſt 
En Minefellarm<s Thi mh in which the wome By 

are chiefly employed, is that of ſpinning wool, and knitting 55: 
it into hoſe. The hofe manufacturers in Aberdeen come ou 

to different ſtations every 4 weeks, and give out their woo! 7 


which they receive knit into ſtockings. Thus, the work lors 
ers are not put to the trouble and expenſe of providing gula 
materials for their work, but receive their wages punctua 
ly when their work is done. Several of the men ſervan 

alſo employ themſelves in the winter evenings, in Knitting 
their own ſtockings. A much better way of employing , 
their time than frequenting the ale- houſe, of which there * 
are only 3 in the pariſh. 

Mz iſcellanzous Articles. 8 are in the pariſh 13 con 

mills, in each of which there 13 a fanner and winnower 


turned by the machinery of the mill, which not only fact 
_ heated 


th litates the peoples labour, but enables them to work in 
ge good and bad weather; 2 fulling-mills, a barley-mill, and 
gli x lint-mill, which was erected in 1782, before which time 
rad there was ſcarce any lint-ſeed ſown in the pariſh ; but now 
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ma. there are few, farmers who do not ſow ſome quantity. ; i 
mic There is one threſhing machine, and another going to be 47 


erected, which is to be wrought by water. There are tew O 
farmers who have not a winnower in their barns. 


3 g t to Dr Webſter's report, the po- 
pulation then was 2528. The number of ſouls at preſent 
in the pariſh is 2194, of which 1059 are males, 1135 fe- 
males, 22 widowers, 74 widows; 300 Diſſenters, of whom 
z are Roman Catholics, 12 Seceders, and the reſt N onju- 
rors, who have 2 places of * worihip in the pariſh. The 
births and burials are not exactly regiſtered, the ſmall tax 
impoſed operating as a kind of prohibition ; but, from the 
beſt information that could be procured, the following is an 
arerage of the births, burials and marriages for 4 years 


mn preceding 1793, viz. Births, males 29, females 26, in all 

KY 55; burials, males 25, females 22, in all 47; marriages 11. 

ie Ou 33 | 5 

woch Tradeſmen.—Shoemakers 9, weavers 10, ſmiths 7, tai- nt 


york lors 10, wrights 11, dyers 2. There is alſo a midwife re- 
* gularly bred to the buſineſs at the expenſe of the ſeſſion. 
van 
itting 
ing 
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NUMBER XXXII. 
PARISH or DRON, 


| (County or Pran, bre oF Patron AND D STIRLING, 
\PRESBETERY oF PERTH.) | 


By the Rev. Mr Davin Dow. 


| N ame, 83 Safer &c. 


T preſent and ancient name of this pariſh, as far 

back. as can be traced, is Dron. Dronn, 1n the Gaelic 
language, is ſaid to ſignify a © Ridge or Projection, a Hunch 
or Bunch; and this probably is the true etymology of the 
name; for it is obviouſly deſcriptive of its ſituation, of that 
Part at leaſt where the church and manſe are placed. They 


ſtand on the ealtern n, of a riſing N detached 
from 


In order to give ſome idea of the populouſneſs of this part of the 

country, it may not be improper to obſerve, that there are 29 pariſhes in 

this preſbytery excluſive of the town of Perth, all of which lie round it as 

their common centre, and are all, except 4, within 6 miles of it. Thee 

Aare about 9 or 10 miles diſtant from Ferth. Six pariſhes lie ſouth of 

| Earn; 8, north of Tay; and the reit, including Perth itſelf, between the 
Earn and the Tay, 


NC, 


of Dron. N 


dom the hills, and formed like a ridge, ſloping on every 


fide to the N. and S. extending weſtward with a gradual 
aſcent, and terminating a little beyond a farm, which 


lies on the moſt elevated part of it, and is named 


Weſt Dron. There are ſeveral other places in different 
parts of the country, which have the ſame name of Dron; 
and they have all a fituation ſomewhat fimilar. The pa- 
tin is ſituated about a mile S. of the river Earn, and 5 


miles S. E. of the town of Perth. It extends in length 


from E. to W. between 3 and 4 miles, including a narrow 
trip of the lands of Pitkeathly, in Dumbarnie pariſh, which 


interſects it, and in breadth from N. to S. about 3 miles. 
The principal and lower part, ſtretches, in a ſloping poſi- 


tion. along the bottom of the Ochil hills, which form the 


ſouthern boundary of the rich and beautiful vale of Strath- 
earn, and preſents to the view of the traveller, paſſing along 


the great road which leads from Perth to Kinghorn and 
the Queensferry, a very agreeeable proſpect of well culti- 


vated and incloſed fields. The face of the hills here is va- 


nous. In ſome places they exhibit an irregular and bro- 


ken ſurface, roughened by projecting rocks, and over- 
grown with furze; but even there, conſiderable patches of 


corn. land, producing barley and oats, are to be ſeen inter- 


ſperſed. In others the deſcent is more ſmooth and regu- 
hr, uniformly green, and adorned with ftrips and clumps 


of plantation. Some are covered with an extenſive wood 


of firs, birch, aſh, &c. which at once ornaments the pro- 


pe& and enriches the country. When fully grown, it will 
aford a copious ſupply of timber for all neceſſary uſes, an 
article grown ſcarce, and much wanted here. A few farms, 
more extenſive than rich, occupy the higher part of the pa- 


lh, being ſituated on the ſummit of the Ochil hills. 


Climate 
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Climate and Diſeaſes —The higher ground poſſeſſes, from 
its elevated ſituation, a pure and wholeſome air, though ra- 
ther keen and piercing; but the lower part of the pariſh 
cannot boaſt of ſo pure an atmoſphere, for it is often loaded 
with moiſt vapours, the common exhalations of deep and nar- 
row vallies, where ſlow rivers wind their courſe, and where 
much of the ſurface is covered during winter with ſtagnated 
water. The exiſtence of agues, fluxes, rheumatiſm, and o- 
ther kindred diſorders of the human frame, is the natural 
conſequence of ſuch a ſtate of atmoſphere. It cannot, how- 
ever, be ſaid, that the inhabitants, tho occaſionally attacked 
by tieſe ditordeis, are in general unhealthy. Nature and ha- 
bit have a Wonderfül power to form the conſtitution to it; 
local reſidence and deſtination in life. Agues, formerly of a 
ſevere and tedious kind, were very prevailing; the returns 
of ſpring and autumn never failed to bring along with 


them this fatal diſeaſe, and frequently laid aſide many of | 


the labouring hands, at a time when their work was of the 
greateſt conſequence and neceſſity. For ſeveral years, how. 
ever, this diſeaſe, ſo enfeebling to the human ſyſtem, has 
in a great meaſure ceaſ:d. This happy change may be 
owing in part to a different mode of living, and in pait, 
probably, to the better and more general cultivation of the 
ſoil, confidered as a ſource of more pure and wholeſome 
air. In this n:ighbourhood, large tracts of mooriſh ground, 
which lay totally neglected, and covered with water in 
winter and ſpring, have lately been broken up, drained, 
and brought under tillage, or planted with timber, which 
abſorbs and exhauſts the ſuperfluous moiſture, Confump- 
tions are rather more frequent than formerly among the 


young, and often ſeemingly healthy and vigorous. They 


are no doubt ſometimes owing to a radical weakneſs of 


conſtitution, but more frequently to ſedentary occup:itions, 


damp houſes, crowding the fick and the healthy together 
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in one bed; and to the pernicious caſio of expoſing them- 
ſelves, in a ſtate of violent perſpiration, to the ſudden im- 


3 A large draught of cold water, in this : 
E — P 85 we beginning of conſumptions =. 4 


trophies #, *, 


Rivers, Springs, Minerals. — Though there are no rivers | 


which run through this pariſh, yet it is plentifully ſupplied 
with water, by ſprings and little currents which deſcend 


from the hills. The only river which borders on the pa- 
riſh, and divides it from Abernethy, is Farg. It riſes in 


* Scorbutic habits are not uncommon ; being every where, in a leſs or 
greater degree, to be met with. But nature has provided a remedy for 
this diſorder in the mineral waters of Pitkeathly in this neighbourhood, 
which have proved very effectual in ſome of the worſt and moit inveterate 
zppearances of this malady, as alſo a ſucceſsful palliative in ſcrofulous 
liforders. The ſmall-pox, through improper management, by Keeping, 
the patients too hot, and too long in their foul linen and clothes, and 
rough the ſtill. prevailing averſion of the lower claſſes of the people to 
tie ſalutary practice of inoculation, continue to carry off great numbers of 
children, It is difficult to convince that part of mankind whoſe minds 
have not been opened by education and reflection, that any innovation on 
tie cuſtoms of their fathers can with propriety or ſafety be introduced. 
A ſuperſtitious dread of acting contrary to the will of heaven, by intro- 


ducing diſeaſe into the human frame, not inflicted by the immediate hand 


of Providence, is the ſentiment which deter- the weak but well-meaning 
peaſant, from adopting the practice of inoculation, But daily inſtances of 
its happy elfects begin to wear off this prejudice, and experience and ob- 
ſervation have enabled many perſons to get the better of thoſe ili-ground- 
ed ſcruples, which they once thought it a part of religion to entertain. 
Another very fatal diſeaſe among children, and very prevailing, is that of 
worms; which cuts off many, debilitates the conſtitution of more, and is 
frequently attended with very violent and ſhocking ſymptoms, No effec- 
tual remedy ſeems to be known for extirpating the'e pernicious vermin 
from the human conſtitution, when once, by neglecting to apply an early 
check, they have been ſuffered to obtain a feat in the bowels, ad water, 


in its raw ſtate, and unripe fruit, contribute greatly to introduce and 


itrengthen this habit, ſo common and troubleſome to children, 
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the Ochil hills, about 5 or 6 miles above, and runs through 
a deep and narrow glen for a conſiderable way, before it 
iſſues into the plain; and after a ſhort courſe directly north 
it bends to the eaſt, and loſes itſelf in the river Earn. at a 
place, which derives its name from it, called Culfargie, 


Though this river is often almoſt dry in ſummer, yet after | 


long continued rains, or heavy ſummer ſhowers, it ſwells in- 

to a dreadful torrent, and burſts from As narrow channel in- 
to the level of the Strath, with ſuch irreſiſtible impetuoſity 
as to ſweep all before it. It abounds with fine trout, and 
is the ſcene of an agreeable amuſement to the angler 1n the 
proper ſeaſon. Mineral ſprings are frequent here, and 
by their ſcum and ſediment, indicate the exiſtence of me- 
tals in the neighbouring mountains. They are moſtly of 


the chalybeate Kind, but are not uſed for any medicinal | 
purpoſe, though, if tried, they might probably be found of 


ſervice for bracing the ſtomach and nerves. There are 


| ſome veins of limettone in the pariſh; but what has yet 


been diſcovered, is of an inferior kind. It is not however 
improbable, that if fuel could be procured for burning it at 
a moderate expenſe, veins of good lime might be found on 
a more accurate ſearch; an article of great importance to 
the farmer, who at preſent is obliged to import it from 
Lord Elgin's lime-works at Charleſtown, or to bring it in 
carts from the hills of Fife, the Lomonds, or Forthar, at 
the diſtance of 8 or 10 miles. There is ſome free-ſtone ; 
but ſeldom wrought, except on a particular demand. The 
appearances of coal are ſo great, that many attempts have 
been made to diſcover it, by digging, boring, & but hi- 
therto without ſucceſs. Three different trials have been 
made within this pariſh ſince the year 1758, and ſanguine 
hopes have been entertained, but as often diſappointed. 
Our neareſt coal-mines are at Keltie, at the diſtance of 15 


miles 
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miles ſouth, from whence they are uſually brought in carts 


1 during ſummer, for the ſupply of all this country ſouth of | 
it perth. There is no moſs nearer than 8 or 9 miles. This 
h ſcarcity of fuel is ſeverely felt by the lower claſſes of the peo- 
2 ple, who having neither cattle nor carriages of their own, 
— muſt an. it from others who have, at a dear rate. 

er | | 


„ Apricutture, The Golf is he Tower Meine of the 


n pariſh, though various, according as it approaches to the bot- 
'y tom of the hills, or the level of the Strath, is in general 
1d firong and fertile, conſiſting partly of clay, till, and loam, 


he producing plentiful crops of wheat, beans, peaſe, barley, 
id graſs, oats, which is the uſual rotation oblerved here. Tur- 
e- 


nip and potato are not yet raiſed in any great quantities, 


of fill leſs cabbage and yams. The nature of the ſoil does 
al not ſeem adapted for the culture of flax, being too ſtiff and 


of moiſt; little therefore is "raiſed, except for domeſtic uſe. 
WW The foil of thoſe farms which lie on the hills is of a lighter 
kind, ſhallow,and interſperſed with rock, lying at the bot- 
tom of the furrow, and frequently jutting out above the 
ſurface. But in the flats and hollows the ſoil is good, and 
produces very tolerable crops, chiefly of barley and oats, 


cultivated with ſucceſs, as alſo graſs. Large tracts, how- 
ever, in theſe farms are unfit for cultivation, and only af- 
lord an extenfive range of indifferent paſture for cattle. 
No theep are now kept there, though the paſture is better 
adapted for that uſeful ſpecies of animals than any other, 


ſures, and ſo injurious to fences. From the elevated ſitua- 
tion of theſe farms, they are much expoſed to ſuffer from 
high wands and late harveſig—anprovencnt in agricul- 


dure 


1 
A 
1 
1 
"> 
| 


peaſe only in ſmall quantities. Of late wheat has been 


becauſe they are ſo apt to ſtray into the neighbouring inclo- 
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ture have, Witliin det laſt 20 or 3⁰ years, made: a rapid ploug 


| progreſs. Much uncultivated ground has been broken up, work 


and is now become, through the united efforts of labour, head, 
Kill, and expenſe, capable of producing good crops of eve. 55 15 
ry ſpecies of grain. Fields which formerly lay open and ploue 
expoſed, and were ploughed in a careleſs and irregular 
manner, are now incloſed, ſtraighted, and ſubdivided, 
The fences, for moſt part, conſiſt of ditch and thorn hedge, 
often too light, and too much neglected, to prove either 

effectual or durable. Some are conſtructed on a better 
plan; a ſtrong high earth fence, with a row of thorns on 
each fide, intermixed with trees of all ſorts. Formerly 
wheat crops were rare and ſcanty, becauſe raiſed on ſoil ill 
prepared to produce it; but now great quantities of thi 
grain are ſown on every large farm, on ground thorough- 
ly fallowed, and manured with dung and lime. One great 


Po 
improvement in rural economy is the introduction of 
3 5 6x | atio 
threſhing mills, which the principal farmers are now every 1 
where erecting, at a great expenſe, from L. 30 to L. 100, 7 
and above. As there 1s no convenient acceſs to water here, oy 
es | : This 
theſe machines are all worked by 3 or 4 horſes, and require 0 
7 or 8 hands to carry on the operation. By this mode, Wil ag 
mar 
70 bolls of grain have been cleaned and prepared for the 5 
field or the market in a few hours. The number of ploughs = 
is reckoned to be about 25; but this is occaſionally incres- 5 
ſed, eſpecially in the ſpring, in order to carry on the ope- 5s 
| rations of that important ſeaſon, with vigour and exped- i 
tion. Every plough is drawn by 2 horſes, without any 
driver, as the man who guides the plough has the entire 
command of them, by means of a long rein, which paſles \ 


from their heads to his hand, and reſts on a hook inſerted 
in the ſtilts. The plough in common uſe is the Scotch 
plough, 


dlough, conſtructed on the ſame principles, but of neater 


workmanſhip, and with ſome improvements, ſuch as an iron 
head, and a bended plate of yetlin or Carron manufacture, 


for a mould-board. The practice of uling oxen in the 


plough, which till of late was ſo general, is now entirely 


diſuſed ; but confidering the high price of horles, the great 


er expenſe of their food and furniture, and in caſe of acci- 
dents, their being totally unproductive of any reverſion to 


the owner, it may be a queſtion, whether labour might 


not be carried on with much leſs expenſe by oxen, eſpe- 


cially in thoſe farms where the fields lie in a ſloping or 


hanging poſition, as they are known to pull more ſteadily 
than horſes. This practice would likewiſe have a tendency, 


by lefſening the demand, to reduce the | prevent. exorbitant 


price of horſes. 


Population. According to Dr Webſter's report, the popu- 
ation at that time amounted to 598. About the end of laſt, 
and beginning of this century, the inhabitants of this pariſh 


have been much more numerous than they are at preſent. 


This fact is evinced by comparing the number of baptiſms, 
(for we have no preciſe regiſter of births), in one year, as 


marked in the ſeſſion- records during theſe different periods, 


Another proof of it ariſes from the evident veſtiges of ſeve- 


ral hamlets or little villages, which formerly were the reſi- 
lence of petty farmers, cottagers, and tradeſmen, but are 


now either totally ſuppreſſed, or exiſt only in a ſtate of vitt- 
ble decay, 
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TABLE of Baptiſms, as inſerted in the Pariſh Regiſter 
for 21 years, in the beginning of this century, and for 
the ſame number of years preceding 1591. 


Year. Num. Males. Fem. 


In 12 


1700, 
1701, 


| 1703, 


1704, 


1705, 


1707» 


1708, 


„„ 


1709, 
1710, 


L 71 2, 


1714, 


1715. 


171%, 
1717, 
1718, 

1719, 


A 


out, the money is ſtated to account of caſh received for the poor 
this 13 ſo maccurate a ſtatement in reſpect of real deaths in the pariſh, that 


17 20, 


Total, 
verage, 
— 231 * 

in a year, 194+ 1041 


23 

5 + V- 
kb 
23 12 

21 11 
20 9 
20 8 
25 19 
13 8 
26 14 
21 11 
20 16 
17 e 
21 
16 8 
1 
19 11 
18 10 
98 
21 8 
9 


412 223 


11 


10 


0 


9 


= 


but 
OO 
\S 


1770 


1771 
1772 
1773 


1774 


e 
1776 
14777 
1778 
77 
1780 
1781 
1782 
1783 


1784 
1785 


1786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 


8 
5 


Year. Num. Males. Fem. 


3-4 
1 
4 4 
8 4 
1 
1 
ER 
Oo 
2 
5 
8 
4 11 
3 6 
3 
3 
41 4 
ö 
$5 
6. 5 
4 
112 122 
Sr 541 


* There is no exact regiſter of deaths. The only calculation, there- 
fore, which can be made of them, ariſes from the uſe of the mortcloths, 
which are uſually two at leaſt in every pariſh, and being paid for when given 


But 


N 


— 
— 
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By the laſt account which was taken of the number of 


ſouls in this pariſh about 18 years ago, when there was a 


propoſal for embodying the Scotch militia, they amounted | 


to 500, at preſent they do not exceed 450, which is a de- 
creaſe of one-tenth part in ſo ſhort a period. This no 
doubt is principally owing to the modern practice of uni- 
ting ſeveral farms into one, and the ſuppreſſing of cottagers. 
Whatever advantages may ariſe either to the landholder or 
tenant from this practice, it is evidently attended with ſe- 


veral inconveniences to themſelves, and to the country in 


general, Small farms and little villages, conſiſting of cot- 
tagers and tradeſmen, were the nurſeries of young perſons 


of both ſexes, and afforded a conſtant ſupply of ſervants, 
and plenty of hands for labour on every occaſion. From 


the lame ſource, the market was plentifully turniſhed with 
poultry, butter, cheeſe, &c at a reaſonable rate. Perhaps 
the preſent difficulty of procuring ſervants, the great ad- 
vance of their wages, the ſcarcity of hands for reaping the 
corns in harveſt, and the exorbitant demands now made 


for their work in that ſeaſon, with ſeveral other hardſhips, 


all ſenſibly felt by the farmers themſelves, and the ſubject 
of general complaint, may, in time, induce them to recur 


o 


no certain coneluſion can be drawn from it. For many of the inhabitants 
are buried in other pariſhes, and conſequently our mortcloths are not uſed. 
And for ſeveral poor people it is not demanded, or it is given gratis, In 
theſe caſes, the death of ſuch perſons is not inſerted in the pariſh-regiſter. 
The record of marriages is likewiſe very inaccurate. Indeed there is 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that until theſe public regiſters are put on a better foot- 
ing, the concluſions deduced from them will not be very exact. An ac- 
curate regiſter of births and deaths, ſpecifying the age of each perſon at 
their death, and the diſtempers of which they die, &c. would afford very 
ſatisfactory evidence with reſpect to the objects in view by ſuch enquiries 
as the preſent. But to anſwer this purpoſe, ſome ſmall ſalary might be 
neceſlary to the ſefſion-clerk or ſchoolmaſter, and would be a very accep- 
table, indeed neceflary addition to their poor livings. 
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to the old practice of encouraging theſe little plantations of 


uſeful and induſtrious labourers. By the ſuppreſſion of 


theſe, it may likewiſe be obſerved, a number of people, 
who, from their manner of life and employment in the 
country, were a healthy vigorous race, have been, for the 
preſent, forced to ſeek a ſubſiſtence in the neighbouring 
cities; - Where the nature of their occupations, confined a- 
partments and unwholeſome air, are by no means favour. 


able circumſtances for the increafe of ee or the 
health or the g | 


Drivifion of the en Ae Ge. The wh 


Heritors of the pariſh are 6, none of whom reſide. There 
are 2 or 3 feuars who hold of the proprietor of the lands 
of Potty ; they poſſeſs a few acres and reſide. \ There are 
about 14 farmers, who rent land from L. 20, L. 30, or L. 50 
to L. 100, L. 200, and L. 300. The reſt of the inhabitants 
are tradeſmen or artificers, a few cottagers and day-labour- 
ers. Theſe laſt, and a few young men who hire themſelves 
for domeſtic ſervice in the winter, are employed in ditch- 
ing, draining, fiſhing, and working on the roads during the 
ſummer ſeaſon. This increaſes the difficulty of procuring 
men ſervants, and enhances their wages. It may likewite 
be obſerved, that the increaſe of the linen manufacture, and 
the late introduction of machinery into that department, 
occaſion a ſcarcity of female- ſervants. Many young wo- 
men, who uſed to go into ſervice, find it more advantageous 
to {tay at home and ſpin for the manufacturer, or to pur- 
chaſe lint and, diſpoſe of the yarn. By this mode of life, 
they feel themſelves independent, and more at their own 
diſpoſal, which is no doubt an additional motive for prefer- 
ring it. But they overlook the ill conſequence of their choice 
to health and vigour cf conſtitution, which is more than a 
balance for all their advantoges Their ſedentary life, and 

wand 


of Drown: hy 


want of proper exerciſe; their eager application and ſcanty 


proviſion, are all circumſtances which conſpire to enfeeble_ 


the conſtitution, produce nervous diſorders, and bring on 


ſexual infirmities, which render life uncomfortable, and 


hurry them 'into premature old age*. As to the general 
character of the people here, it is but Juſtice to ſay, that 
with a few exceptions, and ſuch there always will be in 
every collection of human beings, they are a ſober, peace- 
able, induſtrious ſet of perſons; apparently contented in 
their various ſituations. Crimes of an atrocious or capital 


nature are ſcarcely known among them, or indeed any 


which require the interference of the civil judge. Even 
that ſpecies of licentiouſneſs, ſo prevalent in many other 
places, I mean the illicit commerce of the ſexes, is far from 
being frequent here. Many years elapſe without a fingle in- 
ſtance of this immorality ; a circumſtance which deſerves 
to be mentioned to their praiſe. They are in general de- 
cent and regular in their attendance on the public inſtitu- 


tions of religion; and as far as external appearances can aſ- 


certain the character, they are to be reckoned well diſpoſed, 
religious I in their ſentiments, and in general cautious and 
prudent 


* Price of Labour an! Proviſions, —This article is greatly enhanced 
of late. In conſequence of the increaſe of riches, the great quantity of 
fictitious ſpecie by the ſubſtitation of paper or notes, by means of which 
almoſt every tranſaction is carried on; and on account of the tcarcity of 
hands, by the increaſe of labour, workmem of all deſcriptions have raiſed 

their wages to nearly double of what they uſed to-be 20 years ago. The 
day. labourer has from 10 d. to 1s. a. day; carpenters, the ſame; maſons, 
Is. 4 d.; tailors, 8 d.; all with victuals. Other tradeſmen, as imiths, 
weavers, &c. work by the piece, and have advanced their demands in the 
ſame proportion —Perth is tlie market for houſehold proviſions; and is, in 
general, well ſupplied with beef, mutton, veal and pork, in their teaſon, 
irom 3 d. to 4 d. the lb.; alſo with fiſh from the coaſt of Fife, and ſal- 
mon from the Tay and Earn; but both theſe are rather ſcarce and dear at 
FOE | | 
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| prudent i in their conduct. There are a fow families of 80 


ceders ; no Epiſcopals or Papiſts. A great change has of 
late taken place with reſpect to dreſs. The coarſe garh of 
the lower claſſes of the people, which ſatisfied their plain 


and homely predeceſſors, is exchanged for ſhowy and ex- 


penſive garments. On every public occaſion they exhihit 


an appearance of neatneis and elegance, which a few years 
ago would have been conſidered as highly extravagant, 
As this is an agreeable object in itſelf, when kept within 
proper bounds; ſo it affords a proof of the increaſing riches 
of the country, and the growing taſte of the people. The 


better ſort of farmers poſſeſs good houſes and comfortable 


accommodation for their families; live in a ſtyle of wealth 


and plenty; and notwithſtanding high rents and great wages 
to ſervants and labourers, are able to vie with many pro. 
prietors themſelves, in point of dreſs, furniture and table: 
A plain proof of their ſuperior kill, and great improve. 
ments in agriculture *. 

Stipend, 


* Language.—The language ſpoken here is Scotch, with a provincial 
accent or tone; the pronunciation rather ſlow and drawling, and apt to 
ftrike the ear of a ſtranger as diſagreeable. The language of all ranks, 
however, is improving by a more liberal education, and a more extenſive 
intercourſe with ſociety. No Gaelic is ſpoken here at preſent, vr under. 


| ſtood by the inhabitants; but it is ſaid to have been the common lan- 


guage, not only here in the neighbourhood of the Grampians, but even 
through the whole county of Fife, not above two or three generations 
back. An anecdote, communicated by a gentleman to the writer of this 
paper, gives countenance to this report : © By a letter,” ſays be, which 


I had from Sir James Foulis of Colington, Baronet, a number of years 
ago, he informed me, that when young he had it from an old man, who 


ſpoke Gaelic, that even in his time it was almoſt the univerſal language 
of Fife.” Be this as it may, it appears from the names of ſeveral places 


here, that they are of Gaelic extraction : for inſtance, Balmanno, * The 
Town of the Monk;* Kilknockie, * A Cell or holy Ground, or Burial- 
| place on the Hill ;* Mundie, The Hill or Moſs of God ;* Tildie, The 
| Befidence of the Bard of God, &c. Theſe names ſeem to have a refer- 


ence 
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&ripent, School, Poor, We —The church and manſe are 


both old buildings, and have received frequent partial re- 


pairs. The latter of theſe continues, notwithſtanding, a 


very damp and uncomfortable habitation. The Crown is 
patron. The ftipend conſiſts of a little more than 4 chal- 
ders of victual, wheat barley and meal, and L. 36:7:9. 
money, and a few bolls of coals. The glebe is 4 acres 
and about 16 falls or roods. There is no graſs; in lieu of 
which, the heritors pay the miniſter L. 20 Scots; a very un- 


equal compenſation, at preſent, for the maintenance of a 
horſe and two cows.— There is no ſchool or ſchool-houſe in 
the pariſh. The ſchool, at preſent, is taught in a ſmall 
confined apartment, in a private houſe, and the ſchoolma- 
ſter has a fingle room for himſelf, in the fame houſe ; for 


each of theſe, the heritors pay 158. yearly. The ſalary is 
only x00 merks. The ſchool-fees are ſmall, and the other 


emoluments few. Theſe unfavourable circumſtances have 


occaſioned a rapid ſucceſſion of teachers, within theſe laſt 


20 years. Every vacant ſchool is an object to a perſon 
who finds himſelf ſo inconveniently fituated, and every 


change of a maſter interrupts and retards the education of 


youth. There are no funds for the poor, except what ariſe 


from the weekly collections, which, as no heritor refides, 
are but ſmall, and from the uſe of the mortcloths. Theſe 
together afford but a ſcanty proviſion for the poor. No aſ- 


leflment is laid upon the heritors, who, on account of their 
non-refidence, contribute nothing to the funds. They have 


however, been indebted to the generolity of one of the he- 


ritors, the, proprietor of Potty, who has at different times 
yaluntasn'y 


ence to ſome religious eſtabliſhment with which they were connected ; 


and it is not improbable they might be detached but dependent parts of | 


the abbey of Lindores ; the ruins of which ſtill remain in the vicinity of 
Ge town of Newburgh, about 6 miles from this, 
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voluntarily contributed to the ſupport and increaſe of the 
funds. The poor are happily not numerous, and none are 
permitted to beg. There is a ſmall piece of ground, about 
7 acres, adjoining to the miniſter's glebe, which was morti. 
fied by a Mr William Bell, miniſter here, 1641, and after. 
ward tranſlated to the pariſh of Errol, for the purpoſe of 
maintaining a ſtudent of divinity ; the management and dif. 
poſal of this mortification is in the hands of the preſbytery 
of Perth, who let the lands, and appoint the rent to be paid 
annually as a burſary to the ſtudent whom they have cho- 
ſen, and who continues in the poſſeſſion of it for 4 years, 
They are obliged to attend the univerſity of St Andrew's, 
The preſent rent of theſe lands is 12 guineas, excluſive of 
all public burdens, which are likewiſe to be paid by the 
tenant. Miniſters ſons in the preſbytery are preferred to 
all others. 1 


Ale-houſes—There are only 3 ale-houſes, and theſe at 
ſmiths ſhops, places of general reſort, where both the idle 
and the active meet. Every where they are the coffee. 
houſes of the pariſh, where all the news and reports in cir- 
culation, be they of what complexion they will, true ot 
falſe, probable or improbable, are brought together from 
every quarter, and diſſeminated with a credulous aſſent 
over all the neighbourhood. Even the politics of the na- 
tion, are, at times, diſcuſſed here with freedom, and 
decided on with confidence. Theſe are, however, but 
harmleſs and innocent matters, compared with that perni- 
cious cuſtom of drinking and ſoaking, of which they are 
too frequently the occaſion. It were much to be wiſhed, 
that houſes for ſelling ſpiritous liquors were leſs frequent. 
The pernicious practice of dram drinking, now ſo common, 
in conſequence of the low price of ſpirits, and the eaſy 


terms on which the law allows them to be retailed, has 0 
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moſt unhappy influence, as well on the health as the morals 
of the people. Even the honeſt and induſtrious labourer 
ſometimes inadvertently drawn into this deſtructi ve prac- 
ice. Exhauſted by his daily labour, and at times by more 
violent exertion, he feels the neceſſity of ſome cordial to 
recruit the waſted powers of nature, and ſimply ſwallows 
z poiſon for a cordial ; he feels from it a temporary flow of 
aimal ſpirits, but is not aware that it waſtes the conſtitu- 
tion it ſeems to invigorate ; and when it grows into a ha- 
bit, deſtroys in the end his health, his ſubſtance, and his 
nictue. Were ale or beer of a good quality, and moderate 
ſtrength, to be had at an eaſy rate, it would prove, when 
temperately uſed, a very wholeſome and recruiting beve- 
rage, In theſe intereſting views, it may be ſuppoſed an 
abject worthy the attention of the e 


. been in former times 2 ſmall 
chapels in this pariſh. One of theſe, which ſtood in the 
alt corner of the pariſh, is now totally in ruins, no veſtige 
fit remaining, except ſome part of the foundation below 
ground, and human ſkulls and bones, which are ſometimes 
dug up, or diſcovered in the face of a bank, where the foil 
b waſhed away by the impetuous torrents of the Farg, on 
the verge of which it has ſtood, juſt at the place where it 
lues from the mountains into the plain. The. other is in 
the weſt end of the pariſh, and {till remains in a ruinous 
late; the walls are tolerably entire, with an incloſed buri- 
aground around it, which is {till the place of interment 
fr many families in the pariſh and neighbourhood. This 
part of the pariſh, which is entirely ſeparated from the 
reſt, by an interjacent part of the pariſh of Dumbarnie, 
bears the name of Eccleſiamagirdle, the origin of which is 
uncertain; but probably has been given in honour of {ome 
kint; ſome explain it to lignify | «© The church of St Mag- 

Vor. > 1 66 dalen ' 
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« dalen.” | Theſe chapels may probably have been place: ice" 
of worſhip, erected for the conveniency of the religious in gol 
this corner, who v were dependents on the — of Lin- plea! 
dress. | 1 mien 


Singular Phenomenon. — In that part of the Ochils which with 
fronts the houſe of Eccleſiamagirdle, a very ſingular phe fl fle 
nomenon took place about 7 years ago. After a long ſerie i {cen 
of rainy weather, the hill, about 100 paces from the ſum. 
mit, burſt open with a loud exploſion like thunder, which 
was heard at the diſtance of two miles acroſs the valley, 

A violent and rapid torrent, mixed with earth and ſtone, 
and broken rock, iſſued from the opening, and ruſhel 
down with an impetuoſity which ſwept all before it; the 
inhabitants of ſome houſes which ſtood immediately be. 
low, alarmed at once with the noiſe and torrent, which di. 
rected its courſe full towards them, were preparing to fee 
for their ſafety, when happily the torrent deviated into 4 
different tract, and after continuing to flow for 10 or 12 
hours, it ceaſed, without having done any material! in- 
Jury, w_ has remained quiet ever  lince. 


Water Fatt one of thoſe fie or gullies, by which 

the face of the Ochil hills is frequently interſected, nature 
has formed a ſmall romantic ſcene, beautifully diverſified, 

Nearly oppoſite to the church and manſe, in a deep hollow, 
and in the concealed boſom of the gully, is a little caſcade, 
which, though on a humble ſcale, is 2 curioſity of its kind, 
The acceſs to it is difficult, which is by aſcending up the 
rivulet, which flows down a deep and narrow gulph, af 
fording little more than a paſſage for the ſtream, where Vat 
the way is obſtructed by huge ſtones, ſhelving rocks, furze, it | 

and ſpots of marſh. The difficulty of the aſcent, howeve has 


is abundantly compenſated by the romantic variety of th Hi 
3 ſcent. 
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ene. You ſee the current ſliding from rock to rock, or 


ruſhing into little cavities formed by its perpetual lapſe, 

pleaſing at once the eye and the ear by its murmurs and 
meanders. When you reach the fall itſelf, you enter a 

kind of open grotto, ſurrounded with rocks, and ſhaded 

with trees, whoſe tops nearly cloſe over the head, and caſt 

2 gloom, which adds to the romantic appearance of the 
ſcene. The precipice itſelf, which is directly in front, is a 
rugged perpendicular rock, which bends itſelf on each fide 
into a ſemicircular form, incloſing a neat pebbly baſon, in- 
to which the deſcending torrent throws itſelf. In its uſual 
ſtate it is but a ſcanty rill ; but when ſwelled by winter 
rains or burſts of thunder clouds, it aſſumes a formidable 
alpect, rolls along a deep and turbid ſtream, and guſhes o- 
ver the rock from its narrow channel with violence and 
precipitation, daſhing into the pool below with a hideous 
noiſe, which ſtuns the ear, and reverberates from rock to 
rock on every tide. 5 3 


Rocking Stone. — On the ſouth deſcent of the bill, oppo- 
ſite to the church and manſe, ſtands what is called the 
Rocking ſtone of Dron, preſenting at once a monument of 
ancient ingenuity and ſuperſtition. It is a large maſs of 
whinſtone,. of an irregular figure, about 10 feet in length, 
and 7 in breadth, and ſtands in a ſloping direction. On 
gently. preſſing the higher end with the finger, it has a per- 
ceptible motion, vibrating in an arch of between one and 
two inches, and the vibration continues for ſome time after 
the preflure is removed. It is placed on a flat ſtone in the 
earth, which, doubtleſs, has a ſmall, though inviftible exca- 
vation, to receive its centrical prominence, and to prevent 
it being thrown off its balance. Neither Buchanan, who 
has mentioned the rocking ſtone of Balvaird, in his elegant 
Hiſtory of Scotland, nor any other author, recollected at 

preſent | 


$ 


484 Statiſtical Account a 


preſent by the writer of this, has taken any notice of the 
rocking ſtone of Dron. That of Balvaird ſtands at the di. 
ſtance of between 2, 3 miles eaſt, on the banks of the 
Fa g. in the pariſh of Abernethy ; but its motion is not 
now perceptible, being choked up with earth and gravel cloſe 
to its centre. For what particular purpoſes theſe ſtones, ſo 
artfully formed, were erected, is at this diſtance of time 1 
matter rather of conjecture than certainty ; but little doubt 
can be entertained, that they were deſigned to be the filent 
inſtruments of impoſition on the credulity and ignorance of 
the vulgar; the ingenious but diſhoneſt contrivance of the 
prieſt, or the politician, to ſerve their own intereſted views. 
It may be obſerved here, as a ſort of curiofity, that from 
the great height of the Ochil hills, a number of houſes in 
this pariſh, which lie at the foot of theſe hills, are deprived 
of the ſun for 3 months of the winter, from the beginning 
of November to the beginning of February, during which 
period, the rigours of that ſeaſon muſt be more ſeverely 
felt by the inhabitants; and ſcanty fires, (where fuel is 
ſcarce and diſtant), afford but a ſorry ſubſtitute for the 


chearful rays and genial influences of that all animating lu. 
minary. 


(Co! 
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NUMBER XXXIII. 
PARISH or CAPUTH, 


(CounTY or PERTH, SYNOD or Prove AND STIRIING, 
-FRECUYTERY oF JIVERELD J | 


By the Rev. Mr WILLIAM INNERARITY. 


Name, S ituation and Extent. 


HE ancient name of the pariſh was Capoch ; its mo- 
dern name is Caputh, and is probably derived from 
the Gaelic word Keapoch, a decayed wood; but from 
what circumſtance this name took its riſe does not appear. 
It is fituated in that diſtrict of Perthſhire which is called 


the Stormont, and comprehends the greater part of the 


plain of the Stormont, (a portion of the extenſive vale of 
Strathmore). In the Lives of the Biſhops of Dunkeld, by 
Alexander Mylne &, Canon of Dunkeld, it is related, that 


Biſhop 


* He lived in the times of George Brown, Biſhop of Dunkeld, from 
1434 to 1514, and of his ſucceſſor, the celebrated Gavin Douglas, to 
whom his work is dedicated. The original M. S. is in the 3 of 
the Duke of Athole. 


| 
i 
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Biſhop Brown, in the year 1 500, divided the pariſh of Little 
Dunkeld into the old pariſh of Little Dunkeld and the pariſ 
of Caputh; and, © at Caputh he built, on his own charges, a 
quire, with painted cieling and glazed windows. He gave 
for the ſupport of the vicar, a vicarage, which had been for- 
merly united to his own ſee, four acres of glebe-land, 
and the riſing ground called the Mute Hill“, to build x 
church upon.” The pariſh is ſingular in its extent; for 
beſides what lies contiguous, there are ſeveral diſtin uncon. 
connected - portions belonging to it, ſome in the county of 
Perth, and ſome in the county of Forfar, 8 or 10, and even 
20 or 2 5 miles from the church +. It is difficult to give 
a ſatisfactory reaſon for ſuch peculiarities. May it not be 
ſuppoſed, that thoſe diſtant, places belonged anciently to 
ſome conſiderable proprietors in this pariſh, whoſe defire of 
| Having all their eſtates in one pariſh f, occaſioned the: 
EY OE En CO IO PE IG, extraordinary 


* Hence it appears, that the mount on which the church is built, (now 
called the Kirkhill), was the place where, in ancient times, public juſtice 
was adminiſtered. It ſtands 260 yards from the bank of the T9 on & 
gentle declivity, 1 in a beautiful and romantic ſituation, 


A THe it ſeems not improper to enumerate : Balholmie. locally ſitn- 
ated in the pariſh of Cargill; Weſt and Middle Gormack, in Kinloch; 
Faſt and Weft Logie, Cairns, Gaappelton, Meadows and Crofty, in Ciu- 
nie; > and Craigtown of D alrulaian, in Eirkmichael; all in Per thihire: 
And fouth Bandirran, in Collace; s Falbeuchly, in Aughterhouſe ; 
Broug! tay caftle and fiſhings, and a ſmall piece of ground at Myintield, 
near Dundee; and Fofarty in Kinnettles; all in Forfarihire. In Fofar- 
ty there is a field of about 4 acres called, from time memorial; The 
Minitter of Caputh's Glebe,“ 


and is believed to belong to him, thong 
of: hitherto occupied. | 


£8 Lhe rollowing words of Dr Johnſton may ſom to favour this con 


jecture : « Waen Chriſtianity was eftabliſhed in this iſland, a regulat 


moge gf public worſhip. was preicribed. 
blic place 3 and the proprietors of lands, as they were converted, bull 
+hurches for their families and vallals. 
they ſettled a certain portion of their lands; and a diſtrict, through w hich 


Public, worſhip requires à pu 


For the maintenance of miniftery 


cc 
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extraordinary annexations : ? Beſides theſe remote portions, 
(which are conſidered as belonging, quoad ſacra, to the pa- 


riches in which they are reſpectively ſituated), the pariſh is 


of conſiderable extent, ſtretching from N. W. to S. E. 


nearly 13 miles, and varying 1 in its eee from 1 to 


62 miles. 


Soil and Land, Floods. — The foil is varions. On the 
high grounds it is moſtly a cold wet clay. On the banks 
of the Tay and Iſla, it is in general a light loam. The 
ground is ſo flat, that when theſe rivers are flooded, they 
overflow many hundred acres. Four remarkable floods 
have happened in the Tay, in the courſe of 30 years, in 


1761, 178c, 1789 and 1791. In the ſpring of the year 
1790, in conſequence of gradual breaches made by the river 


on the green Inch, below Inchtuthel, two oak trees were 
uncovered. The trunk of the largeſt, from the root to the 
loweſt branch, was 40 feet 6 inches long, and contained 
132 feet 9 inches of ſold meaſure. As fimilar oaks have 
been often diſcovered near the place, by means of fimilar 
encroachments on the bank, in the ſpring and autumnal 
floods, it appears in the higheſt degree probable, that they 
had grown on the ſpot. Hence we are led to believe, a- 
greeably to traditionary accounts, that the country was well 
wooded in former times. The Tay has undoubtedly taken 


various directions, at different periods, through the plain. 


Delvin, though now and for many ages ſituated on the 


north, is ſaid to have been on the ſouth fide of the river *. 


it leems, however, more likely that it was always occa- 


fionally 


cach miniſter was required to extend his care, was, by that circumſcrip- 
tion, conſtituted a pariſh. This is a poſition ſo generally received in 
England, that the extent of a manor, and of a pariſh, are regularly re- 
ceived for each other.“ Boſwell's Life of Johnſon, vol. I. p. 410. 


* See Pennant's Tour, quoted below, 
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I fionally inſulated by the Tay; and this ſuppoſition is fa. 
voured by its fituation, and by its ancient name, Inch. tuthel, 
that 3 is, an 5 * iſland i in a flooded ſtream.” 


Hill and ireds = Oo RG nd weſt parts of the pa- 
riſh are hilly, and contain quarries of excellent blue lates, 
which are ſold on the ſpot. at L. 1 the thouſand, and are 
carried to a conſiderable diſtance. The higher hills are 
covered with heath, mixed with dwarf juniper, the lower 
with furze and broom. They are generally of 2 rocky ap. 
pearance. Some of the latter are clothed with natural 
woods of oak, aſh, birch and hazel; others have been 
planted with firs, larches, and other foreſt-trees, of which 


2 large plantations have likewiſe been formed in the low 


part of the pariſh, within the laſt 20 or 30 years; but 
there is ſtill need of more woods, not only for ſhelter and 
for ornament, but alſo to ſupply the inhabitants with fuel 
and timber. 


| Climate, Diſtem pers, &'c.—The air is dry and healthy, 
but ſenſibly different in the N. and S. parts of the pariſh, 
being temperate on the banks of the Tay and the Iſla, and 
cold and keen on the hills“. About 50 years ago, the agit: 
was very prevalent in the plain; but ſince the marſhy 
grounds were drained, it has diſappeared. The diforders 
moſtly to be met with, are hyſterical and nervous affections, 
conſumptions, 3 and worms. The violent nervous ſymptoms 

with 


Having been favoured with a ſtate of Fahrenheit's thermometer #0: 
the laſt 10 years, taken at Delvin, at 11 o'clock at night, I ſubjoin an ab. 
ſtract of the greateſt and leaſt heights. To this I am enabled to add « 
ſimilar: abſtra& of the greateſt and leaſt heights taken at the fame hou: 
in Queen-Street, Edinburgh, for the fame years. From theſe abſtracts au 


idea may be formed of the general temperature of this climate compare. 
with that of the nal Delvin is in 369 33/ North Latitude. 
my BST R ACT 
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with which the country people are ſometimes ſeized, 3 
ſuppoſed to be owing to their extreme inattention to the 


3 ſummer work. Spinnin g which is the employment of t 
| young women during the winter months, is juſtly reckon 


_ oat-meal. The people in general have weak eyes, from tl 


mont, runs a chain of fmall lakes, The lochs of Craighl 
of Lows, of Butterſtown, of Cluny, and of Drumel 


boundary of this pariſh. The three firſt mentioned lec 
are wholly in the pariſh, and it touches the other two 


are found in them. The falmon-fithing in the Tay is n0 


| theuſe of the country. The ſalmon caught in the Ila bi 


| geeſe, are winter birds. The ſwallow appears about ti 


x 3d C 


4 
j a z 
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drink and clothing, when they are over heated by th | 
Pop 
grads C 
the occaſion of conſumptions_ among them, by the waſte Wane 
ſaliva requiſite in that laborious exerciſe. Some medic yoſſibl, 
practitioners think, that worms in children are the effe{ſpo, ot 
of their living ſo much on potatoes, which they prefer : ofi 
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ſmoke of their houſes, and fine teeth even to old age. 


Lakes and Fiſbings.— Through the middle of the St 


They are connected by the rivulet or burn of Lunan; uli 
taking its riſe in the firſt, paſſes through all the reſt, and 
its mouth, where it falls into the Ifla, forms the eaſt 


their ſouth ſides. Excellent pikes, perches, trouts, and ec 


inconfiderable ; and the price is ſo much enhanced by ti 
great demand for the London market, that little is lelt i 


ferior both in ſize and quality to that in the Tay. 


Migratory Birds.—Of theſe, the cuckoo, ſwallow, la 
wing, ſandy-lark, plover, rail or corncraik, ſeagull, ſea. ma 
pie, pictarny or kittywake, curlew or whaap, and cloch 
ret, are ſummer birds. The fieldfare, woodcock, and wil 


14th of April; the earlieſt time of the cuckoo's bei 
heard, is the 25th of April, but uſually not before the! 


{ 


% 


* 


of Cübubd. 491 


; 3d of May. It is heard till the roch of Jane, and laſt | 
as late as the 4 of . | 


aides It is a en of regret, Hat the ſeſfon re- 85 
ads of country pariſhes have been generally kept in a 
manner ſo ſlovenly and negligent, that it is now almoſt im- 
üble to form a juſt eſtimate of their population a century 

80, or even leſs. There is alſo a peculiar difficulty i in ma- 


ing ſuch an eſtimate with regard to this pariſh, Previous 
rom Wh the year 1728, its population was greater than it could 
e. e expected to be at any ſubſequent period; becauſe thoſe 


ültant parts (already noticed) which are locally ſituated in 
cuny and Kinloch, and thoſe which are immediately ad- 
went to the town of Dunkeld on the N. and W. were then 
hined reſpectively to theſe pariſhes guoad ſacra, in conſe- 
quence of a formal recommendation of the Preſpytery; 

nd from that time ceaſed to be under the inſpection of the 
niniſter of Caputh. With reſpect to the following liſts ta- 

ken from the pariſh-regiſter, it is to be remarked, 1. That 
many children in diſtant parts of the pariſh, not being bap- 
ized by the miniſter, are negle&ed to be regiſtered by the 
parents. 2. That many of the inhabitants bury in other 
priſhes, and never pay -the tax irapoſed by act of Parlia- 5 
nent in 1783, which, being unpopular, is not collected in 


ome places. No accurate concluſion, therefore, can be 
lawn from theſe liſts of 


Years. Births. _ Marriages. Deaths. 


1785, * 16 7 
1786, 41 18 8 
1787, 39 . 
„ 16 "00 
1789, 4.50 21 I 
1790, 39 28" -- 18 


1791, 38 3 
According 


/ 
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| According to Dr Webſter's report, the population at th 


the 

time was 2048. The firſt enumeration of the inhabit} mo 
made by the preſent incumbent, was from June 1784 | 

April 1785, when the number of ſouls was 2023. In H « 

liſt made from November 1791 to Ottober 1792, the nu i 

bers were 2045. - 

| | 2 | 2 

| Males above 1 585 Females above 10, M 1; 

— under 10, 217 ——-— under 10, 22 ve 

| Men ſervants, - 18 3 Maid ſervants, . th! 

985 | 106 po 

Of the Eftabliſhed Church 1974, Epiſcopalians 2), 4 

tiburgher Seceders 39, Roman Catholics 2, of the Rel 

Congregation 3. There , 4 

| Preſbyterian clergyman, 1 li 

Epiſcopal ditto, - x Shoemakers - - tt 

Farmers of L. e rent | Tailors, < - C 

and upwards. - 16 Blackſmith, - 1 

— from L.co to Coopers A 

L. 10 rent, and a Miller, -- + fi 

great number of Day-labourers, — 4 2 


ſmaller tenants, - go Alehouſe-keepers, 
Stampmaſter, " 1 Diſttillers, * 
Weavers, - 130 Shopzkeepers, or petty re- 
Maſons, ” — 24 tiailers, - — 
Wrights, 5 8 30 : Flax. dreſſers, -. 
Boatwright, «- 1 . Gardeners, <- -- 
Wheelwrights, - 2 1 


There are 456 inhabited houſes, that is, ſeparate dwell 
ings; of which 411 are inhabited by married, widower: 
and widows, and 45 by unmarried of either ſex. Hend 

| £ | thi 
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che average number of perſons to each houſe, is n 
more chan 4 1 | 


Cattle, Grain, Cc. In the pariſh are horſes, black cattle, 
ſwine, ſheep, foxes, hares, rabbits, badgers, &c. The hor- 
ſes and black cattle of the braes, or hilly part, are ſmall 
fized. In the low country, both cattle and horſes (eſpecial- 
ly the latter,) have of late years been much impro- 
ved in fize and goodneſs. Sheep, which formerly abounded 
throughout the pariſh, were baniſhed from the low grounds 
when the planting of foreſt-trees became an object of im- 
portance to the proprietors. They are of the ſmall Scots 
breed, (except a few in the neighbourhood of gentlemens 
ſeats,) and confined to the hilly part of the pariſh. There 
are 572 horſes, 2061 black cattle, 1800 ſheep, 178 ploughs, 
402 carts. The Scots plough is much uſed ; but the Eng- 
liih plough is daily gaining ground. There is a map of 
the pariſh in Stobie's map of the counties of Perth and 
Clackmannan, publiſhed in 1783, but it is not accurate. 
The number of acres has not been aſcertained. But from 
a calculation made with great exactneſs, it appears, that be- 
ſides ſupplying itſelf with grain, the pariſh ſells annually, at 
an average, 4000 bolls of barley, which are moſtly carried 

| g 1 e out 
Few remarkable inſtances of longevity have lately occurred in the 
parſh. One man died, during the incumbency of the preſent miniſter, 
who was above 90; a gentlewoman 88 years of age; and a conſiderable 
number between 80 and go. An inſtance worthy of notice, is a man now 
in his 85th year; who in his youth being croſſed in love, became crazed, 
and has continued through life, indolent, harmleſs, contented, temperate, 
and even indifferent about food. For many years, be reſided either in an 
open ſhed or a hayloft, lying among ſtraw, having only an old blanket 
around him; apparently without ſleep, yet in perfect health. He has a 


fine face and figure. His incoherencies are chiefly on the ſubject of war, 
and the French. He ſtil! poſſeſſes a retentive memory, and is famed in 


the country for his penetration and acutenels, his repartees and moral 
ſayings, | 


| biit of it; there being no biviwery; ah hy b two fraal 
diſtilleries: Whereas about 30 years ago, ae F300 bolls 
were ſold « out of the girls ho 


© *. 
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(36: Antivnt State hs the « Paris wet give a eden notion of the former, 


| compared with the preſent ſtate of the pariſh, the following facts relative 


to the mode of cultivation, &c. 50 or 60 years ago, are ſubjoined ; which 


are derived from the information of ſome intelligent farmers, who ſpeak 


from their own knowledge. There were for the moſt part 8 tenants in 


aq 


one farm or townſhip, and the whole farm was tun rig; that is, one ridge 


| belonged to one, the next to another, the third to a third perſon, &c. 


The ground was divided into infield and outfield. The infeid was con- 


ftantly cropped, either with oats or bear; one ridge being oats, the other 
bear, alternately. There was no other crop, except a ridge of flax, where 
the ground was thought proper for it. The outfield was ploughed three 


years for oats, and then paſtured 5 or 6 years with hortes, black cattle, 


and ſheep. In order to dung it, they made folds of ſod for the cattle; 
and what were called flakes or rails of wood, removable at pleaſure, for 
folding the ſheep. On the field thus teathed, they had their beſt crops for 


two years. A farmer who rented 60, 80, or 100 acres, was ſometimes 


under the neceflity of buying meal for his family in the ſummer ſeaſon : 


Nor will this appear wonderful, when it is conſidered, that 15 bolls of 
bear have of late years been produced upon the ſame field, where 59 


- thrave (1 200 ſheaves) formerly grew, which the owner ſaid “ he wou'd 


give for 50 bear bannocks,” (barley cakes.) This little anecdote is cha- 


racteriſtie of the times, though allowance be made for the exaggeration 
of diſappointment. The rent of land was about a fifth of the preſent rent. 
The ploughs and carts were uſually made by the farmer himſelf; with 


little iron about the plough, except the coulter and ſhare ; none upon 
the cart or harrows ; no ſhoes upon the horſes; no hempen ropes. In 


ſhort, every inſtrument of farming was procured at ſmall expenſe, wood 
being at a very Jow price, Salt was a ſhilling the buthei : Little ſoap 


was uſed : they had no candles, inſtead of which they ſplit the roots of 
fir trees, which, though brought 50 or 60 miles from the Highlands, were 
purchaſed for a trifle. Their clothes were of their own manufacturing. 


The average price of weaving ten yards of ſuch cloth was a ſhilling, 
which was paid partly in meal and partly in money, The tailor worked 


for a quantity of meal, ſuppoſe 3 pecks or a firlot a- year, according to the 
numher of the farmer's family. They pluughed with horſes and oxen 


together; 2 horſes before four or ſix oxen ; and ſometimes only with ox- 
en. The time of ſowing and reaping was much the ſame as it is now. 


After harveſt, they paſtured in common. No marl or lime had at that 


3 Py time 


al 
olls 
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- Size of Farms, Crops, Rent, c. Farms are in general 


mall; many under 40 acres, and from 40 to 60 or 80; 
ſeldom above 100. There are two tenants, who, renting 
two or three farms, have in their poſſeſſion 150 or 160 
acres. A threſhing mill was erected in 1792 by a ſpirited 


farmer, on a farm of 120 acres. The principal crops in 


the pariſh are, oats, barley or bear, peaſe and flax. Wheat 


has been ſometimes tried by way of experiment; but. a 


crop of barley is more profitable. The culture of potatoes. 
is univerſal. Turnips are cultivated only in the ſouth and 


eaſt parts of the pariſh, where the ſoil is light and warm. 


Early oats are ſown in the N. W. part of the pariſh, 
where the ſoil is cold. A great quantity of clover and rye- 
graſs is ſown uſually among barley. Oats are ſown. from 

| 1585 the 


time been found in the pariſh. The country was unineloſed, except 
what was in the immediate ueighbourhood of the houſes of great proprie- 
tors, In the year 1735, the beſt ploughman was to be had for L. 8 Scots 
(13s. 4d.) a-year, and what was termed a bounty, which conſiſted of 
ſome articles of clothing, and might be eſtimated at 118. 6d.; in all L. I, 
4s. 10 d. Sterling. Four years after, his wages roſe to L. 24 Scots, (L 2) 
and the bounty. Female ſervants received L. 2. Scots, (3s. 4d.) and a 
bounty of a fimilar kind; the whole not exceeding 6s. or 7s. Some 


years after their wages roſe to 15s. Men received for harveſt- work 
L. 6 Scots, (10s.) ; Women, L. 5 Scots, (8 s. 4 d.). Poultry was fold at 


40 pennies Scots, (34 d.) Oat-meal, bear and oats, at L. 4 or L. 5 Scots 
the boll. A horſe that then coſt 100 merks Scots, (L. 5: ir: 14) would 
now coſt L 25. An oz that coſt L. 20 Scots (L. 1: 13: 4) would now 
be worth L. 8 or L. 9. Beef and mutton were ſold, not by weight, but 
by the piece; abut Zs. 4d, for a leg of beef of 34 ſtones; and ſo in pro- 


portion. No tea nor ſugar was uſed: Little whiſky was drunk, and leſs of 
bother ſpirits: but they had plenty of good ale; there being uſually one 
malt-barn (perhaps two) on each farm. They caught abundance of fal- 


mon in the Tay; 159 have been taken in one night, with very icaperfect 
nets, in a ſpace not exceeding 200 yards in length. For many years paſt, 
they have not caught as many in one ſeaſon, and in the whole pariſh. 
Neither was ſalmon ſold by weight: One could have been'pnrchaſed for 18 
pence which would now coſt 18 ſhillings, at the ſame ſeaſon of the year 


: 
k) 
iH 
1 
1 
85 v 
F 
8 
— 
* 
* 
1 
„ 
* 
5 
XN 
. 
1 
= 
* 
2 
vi 
* 
” 
C 
8. 
N 
q 
* 
bY. 
hs 
1 
44 
1 
wt 
. 
WY 
"= 
4 
1 
1 
"= 
& 
We 
47 
J 1 
5 
% 
" 
by 
+ wy 
be 
& 
CY 
5 
3 
pl 
15 
"3 
WR 
= 
"7 
** 
i 
<p 
4 
Bo + 
5 
1 
by 
Y 4 
EY 
ind 
* 
%d 
£99 
! 
tw 
33 
5 


| 
| 
5 
b 
5 


— — —— 
n 


D 883 8 
8 - = 
. N 
* * 


on  Statiflical Account 


as middle of March to the middle of April; barley from 
the middle of April to the end of May; potatoes and 
peaſe from the middle to the end of April; flax from the 
23d of April to the roth of May; turnips from the iſt of 
June to the middle of July, all in drills, except what are 
late ſown, and intended to ſhoot out in the following ſpring. 
Yams for horſes have been lately introduced, and planted 
| ſomewhat ſooner than potatoes. Some Engliſh rye is ſown 
in October. Hay harveſt commences the ſecond week of 
July ; barley and rye. harveſt, the firſt week of Septem- 
ber; peaſe and. oats the ſecond week of that month; and 
in ſome ſeaſons, they are all more early. But theſe dates, 
both of ſowing and reaping, refer chiefly to the low coun- 
try; in the hilly parts of the pariſh, they are in general 
10 days later“. The pariſh owes much of its improvement 
to the late John Mackenzie, Eſq; of Delvin. By direct. 
ing the attention of the truſtees for manufactures, &c. to 
this part of the country, by beſtowing well-judged rewards 
and giving encouragement in various ways, he excited 2 
ſpirit of induſtry and improvement, which has operated 
with energy and ſucceſs. The valued rent of the pariſh 
18 L. 9369: 3: 4 Scots. The real rent, (including the rent 
of houſes and _— and reckoning the victual rent at 
158. 


* The names of places are moſtly derived from the Gaelic : As, Inch- 
tuthel, or Innis-tuile, The Iſland in a flooded Stream.“ Dungarthill, 
or Dungart, The round Hill in the Corn. field, (“ Hill' is a modern ad- 
dition). Kincairney, or Keancairnrie, T he Top or Head of the King's 
Cairn.“ Cairnmure, or Cairnmore, The great Cairn or Heap.“ Aird, 
A Height.“ Drummathaty, or Drummartie, The gravelly ridge.“ 
Drumbeltie, * The Ridge of Beltin, or, The Fire of Bel on May-day.' 
Fongorth, The hungry Soil; or Fonnart, The Land of Stones.“ Dal- 
| beathy, The Birch Haugh,' &c.—Some are Saxon: As, Denhead ; Sten- 
ton, that is, Stane-town or Stone-town ; Haughend, Birkenburn, Meik- 
lour, Littleour, are apparently compounded from the Saxon and Britiſh : 


Meiklour, (ſituated on the Tay,) The great Water z Lutleour, (fituz- 


ted on the buen of 1 The little Water.“ 


er: 
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158. the boll), amounts to L. 4826 Sterling; and if the 
rent of the diſtant portions above mentioned were taken 


into the account, it would amount to L. 5651. The beſt 


able land is let from L. 1 to L.1:11: 6 the acre; the 


inferior kinds from 5s. to 18 8. che acre *. 


Stipend, 3 School Poor, The Heine g amounts . 


to L. 59, (including L. 5: 11 : 14 for communion-elements), 


22 bolls of oat-meal, and 10 polls of barley, Linlithgow 
meaſure. A proceſs for augmentation of the ſtipend is at 
prelent depending. The King is patron. The date of the 


church has been already aſcertained. It is not only i incon- 
venient in the higheſt degree, but too ſmall for the pariſh. 
The manſe was built in 17 54, in a very inſuſſicient man- 
ner; the offices in 1782, and are in good order. The 


glebe conſiſts of about 8 Scotch acres. Taking the pariſh 


in the large extent already mentioned, there are 44 he- 
itors or landholders in it, (of whom many are {mall pro- 
prietors or portioners;) but 5 of them are not included in 
the valuation of the pariſh, Only 4 of the greater, and 


7 of the ſmaller proprietors, are conſtantly or occafionally 


refident ; ſeveral others live in neishbouring pariſhes, — 

There, is one pariſh ſchool. Two at leaſt would be ne- 
cellary to accommodate the inhabitants ; one in the ſouth, 
ind one in the north quarter. The ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 


L II: 2: 27. His fees are, for teaching reading, 18. the 


quarter, for reading and writing, 1s. 6d. for arithmetic 
and Latin, 2s. 6d. He is alfo clerk to the kirk-ſeſlion, 
with a falary of L. 2, beſides perquiſites. The pariſh- 
ſchool was formerly well frequentec, and of great repute 


Vol. IX. | R 5 


* Price of Land. — An eſtate of L. 87 a- year was ſold in 1792 for 
L. 4410, being more than 50 years purchaſe, The lands of two portion- 
ers were lately ſold ; one of L. 10 a-year, for L. 412, 108.; the other of 
L.6 a. year, for L. 300. Property, however, is not often changed. 
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in the ora, The preſent dumber & ſcholars is about 
30.— The number of poor is much diminiſhed, in conſe 
quence of the progreſs of improvement and of induſtry 
In the year 1775, the Juſtices of Peace for this county en. 
acted certain regulations for ſuppreſſing vagrants and beg. 
ging; and appointed liſts of the poor in every pariſh t 
be made up half yearly, | and their maintenance to be pro- 
vided for by affeſiment, if it ſhould be found requiſite. the x 
The heritors and kirk-ſeſſion of this pariſh met according. 


of g 
ly, and agreed to adopt the plan pointed out by the Julti-Wl ton 1 
ces of Peace: but it was not carried into effect. The lit Ml kver 


of the poor at that time contained 30; of whom 19 recei-ilf {j1 
ved aſſiſtance from the pariſh-funds, and 11 were allowet they 
badges. The average amount of theſe funds was L. 13, 


ron 
| 78. 8d. At preſent, there are 12 on the poors liſt; and 45 
ö the average amount of the pariſh- funds, for the laſt 5 year, WM mes 
is L. 27: 13:6. They receive from 28. to 48. the month; lig 
in all L. 1, 128.; which makes L. 19. 48. a- year. Ther Wl are 
alſo receive about L. 3, 3s. extra at Martinmas for clothes «... 
and ſhoes : total, L. 22, 78. But it muſt be remarked, ry 

that many of them contribute towards their own ſupport; ; 


and they have in general a laudable pride, in not requi- hal 
ring aid from the pariſh funds, as long as they can fubfil 
without it. The kirk: ſeſſion gives occaſional ſupply to 
ſuch as are leſs neceſſitous. Their clerk and beadle are 
likewiſe paid out of theſe funds *. 

| rg Prices 


* About Chriffmas 1739 began the ſevereſt froſt that had-been known 

| fince the year 1715. For ſix weeks, from the 1ſt of January 1749, the 
river Tay was frozen over; and loaded carts paſſed and repaſſed on the 
ice. The crop of that year, not being fully ripened, was very deficient; 
and oat-meal rofe, in 1741, to the enormous price of L. 12 Scots (L. 
Sterling) the boll. At that time, the moſt indigent poor of the pariſh 
received 6 8. Scots, (6 d. Sterling) a-week ; and thoſe who were able to 
beg, 28. Scots, (2 d. Sterling.) The next ſeaſon was as mild as the for- 
_ | | | mer 


of Caputh. 09 


prices and Wages.— The price of all kinds of proviſions 


has riſen conſiderably within theſe few years; that of 
poultry, i in particular, 1 is almoſt double what it was in 1783. | 
The average price of beef, mutton, veal, lamb, and pork, 


through the year, is 34 d. the Dutch pound. Poultry, 10 d. 
or 15.3 a chicken, 3d.; a dozen of eggs, 3 d.; butter, 6 d. 


the Engliſh pound; cheeſe from 4 8. to 68. the ſtone, of 


16 pounds, the pound containing 22 ounces ; potatoes, 6 d. 


the peck, of 2 ſtones Dutch or meal weight. The prices 


of grain are for the moſt part lower than in the Hadding- 


ton market. As the farmers uſually ſell on credit, and de- 


liver in December, January, &c. what is not to be paid 


til midſummer following, they get a higher price than 


they would otherwiſe receive. Barley, of crop 1791, was 
from 158. ko 18 8. the boll; oats from 128. to 15 8.; feed 
oats from 16s. to 178.3 peaſe from 138. to 155.3 oat- 


meal from 15 s. 4d. to 16s. The prices are in general 
higher for crop 1792.—Servants, both male and female, 
are commonly hired for the whole year. The beſt man 


ſervant for huſbandry receives L. 10 or L. 12; an ordina- 


ry one from L. 6 to L. 8. They either have their victuals 


in the farmer's houſe, or in lieu of victuals, 6 bolls and a 
half of oat-meal, and milk from his dairy, Female ſer- 
vants receive from L. 3 to Ki 4. A man, for harveſt work, 


gets from L. 1 to L. 1, 18s.; a woman from 16s. to Ex; 


mer had been ſevere. The crop was uncommonly fertile, and generally 
got in about the middle of September N. S. Before Martinmas 1741, 


the price of meal fell to L. 6 Scots the boll. In conſequence of the very 


late and unproductive crop of 1782, the price of oat-meal again roſe, in 


the ſummer of 1783, to L. I the boll. In Auguſt that year the heritors 


and kirk-ſeſſion directed L. 12 to be taken from the pariſh-funds, and di- 

ſtributed in the courſe of four weeks; and ſoon after, 10 bolls 1 firlot 

and 1 peck of the meal, which was ſent to Scot and by order of Govern- 

ment, were received and diſtributed in like manner By theſe means, a. 
temporary relief was afforded to many of the induſtrious poor, 
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| the end of Auguſt, or beginning of. September, when the 
 Unt- harveſt commences. The ſcarcity, and the conſequent 


* 


oy. : 1 
* & J . * 7 3 X 4 1 3 27 » 
£ : 8 


; a day- labourer, in ſummer, 1 8. a-day, or 1s. and bl vic Fuel — 
tuals, in winter, 10 d.; a wright from 1s. 2 d. to 1 5. 6 d.; broom * 
a maſon, 1 8. 10 d.; a tailor, 8 d. and his victuals. Wes. diftrict. 


vers earn from 1 8. 4 d. to 25. a-day : when trade is briſk, MW from P. 


an active workman will gain much more; for as he uſual. part of t 
ly buys the yarn which he manufactures, his profits from Dutch \ 
the ſale of his cloth are, in this caſe, very great. It is to 
be obſerved, however, that they are ſeldom more than g 


lately b 
creaſed 


months engaged in weaving ; that is, from Martinmas to 


The ma 


high wages of men ſervants, are chiefly owing to the num- breecl 
bers now employed in weaving, tempted by the profits e 
made in this branch o manufacture V. 880 
F The WC 
35. 3 
* STATE of Earnings and "EIT of These F amilic keg 
| of Induſtrious Poor. yu 
The ch 
No. 3 Lying i 
A day- 3 his wife, and 4 ſmall children, the eldeſt under 7 years rials, 
of 1855 the ene, an infant. 
Earnings a- week. 
The n man earns, at a medium, — — L. 0 59 Rent 9 
The woman (aſſiſted by the eldeſt child occationally keeping | in th 
the infant) earns by ſpinning, — o 2 0 pota 
de e g 
Total, 0 7.9 gro 
Amount in che your L. 20 3 0 
Expenſes a- week. 1 . 

Four pecks of oat meal, and two of barley- meal, _—_— L. 40 2 

Milk, ſalt, onions, and potatoes, — — 2 1 1 8 
Soap, ſtarch, blue, and oil, — | 0 e 
Butter, cheeſe, bacon, or other meat, — — 9 0 8 They 
Thread and. worſted, _ Eg Wee 9:01 ren 
| 0 — by 
Total, 0 6 5 1 
Amount i in the year, L.16 13 8 del 


Excels of earnings, L. 3 9 4 
| Annual 


— _O& vw 2M 00 OO w2-1.0 


r 


- 


Fuel. —Peat and turf, (chiefly brought fron a diſtance), 


hroom and furze, were formerly the only fuel uſed in this 
ültrict. To theſe, coal is now added, which they fetch 
fom Perth, 10 or 1. Engliſh miles from the ſouthmoſt 


part of the pariſh. Although the boll of coal, of N 
Dutch weight, ſeldom coſts lets than 3 s. at Perth, and has 
ately been greatly dearer,- partly i in conſequence of the in- 


creaſed demand for it, they juſtly reckon it cheaper, as it 


Annual Ex penſes. 5 


The man's wear of a ſait, 45.; of a working jacket and 


breeches, 45. 3 of a bonnet and handkerchief, 1s. 1 d. L. © 9 1 
Of two ſhirts, $s.; of a pair of ſhoes, and two pair of 


The woman's wear of gown and W 48.3 of a ſhift, 
35. 3d. — — — 
Of a pair of ſhoes, 4 s. and a pair of ſtockings, 1s. 6 4 
Of an apron, 1 8. 6 d.; of handkerchiefs, caps, Wc. 38. 
The childrens wear, — — 
Lying in, loſs of time by ſickneſs and bad e and Y 
rials, one year with another, — | — © 11 © 


= 


o O0 0 
| 3 
O0 © w 


Total, 1. 3 9 4 


in the mornings and evenings. affords the family cabbages, greens, and 
potatoes, to the amount of the rent. Fuel colts 19s. ; but after dung- 


ground (given by the farmer) as produces potatoes worth 19 s, 


No. II. 


youngeſt an infant. 


by keeping cattle, The acre of land, &c, enables this family to gain 
L. 1 more a-year than No. I, They have, therefore, L. 4: 9: 4 for 
dciraying annual expenſes, 


SL — Z.. 7 ˙—r— , —— Ho 
n 


* * ro 3 22 * 5 fo Oe. _—_ Te,” 4 Cc 

P WEE 5 Er I be 0G ACE ET RCA NIB aro et - oy thts, Of . 1 7 
py Soft n r 2 "A . 4 * * 5 8 FRE 
4 2 Rs, £ . — r 2 2 bang oF FS > _—y be... oy — OE" n 

_ t =C = — 9 — 2 1 _ - ano 2 
— 2 3 — * r 2 2 Fe . a 9 I» £ fo o 
— 2 — = — I — — 2 — N , _— 
T Aw et he rote {=> r S r 
5 PR" p 7 9 * 


ſtockings. 9 8. — — — 5 * 


Rent of a houſe and garden, L 1, The garden, which the man dreſſes 


ing the garden, there is a remainder of athes, which dungs as much 


A 3 his wife, and 5 children, the eldeſt 9 years of age, the 


They have an acre of land » graſs for a cow, and a houſe and garden ; | 
rent, at an average, L. 2, 10s. The eldeſt boy or girl earns tor itſelf, 


No. III. 
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is more eafily procured, than any other kind of fuel. In 
ſummer, the farmers meien 80 30 or 40 miles to the val pit 


coal low pri 

No. m. og | 

A wearer, his wife, and 3 ſmall children, the eldeſt under $ year Villa 

of age, the er an infant. | | ng fro! 

| families 
» Earnings a-week. asf 


The earnings of the man and Woman eannot be ſeparated, as they are bliſhed 
both employed in manufacturing the ſame piece of cloth. 
Their earnings at a medium, „„ ĩ L. 0 9 6 


Amount in the year, 23 8 » Liner 
3 7 have be 
| Expenſes a-week. 
Three pecks of oat-meal, and two of barley-meal, — IL. o 3 3; Trom ! 
Milk, ſalt, onions, and potatoes, | — o 1 o to 
Batter, cheeſe, bacon, or other meat, — — 89 6 | 
Soap, ftarch, blue, and oil, — — 5 © 0 3 
Thread, thrum, and worſted, — hy 8 "Ae 
| 1. 0 6 * 
Amount in the year, Is 78 3 
Exceſs of earnings, L. 8 O 4 | 
Annual Expenſes. 3 
The man's wear of a ſuit, 4s. 6d. ; of a working jacket and | 1 
breeches, 48.; of a hat and handkerchief, 2 8. — L. o 10 6 | 
Of 2 ſhirts, 8 s.; of a pair of ſhoes and 2 pair of ſtockings, gs. O 17 9 
The woman's wear of gown and petticoats, 5 s.; of 2 ſhifts, Wo 
6s. 6 d.; of u pair af ſhoes, 4s. ; of 2 aprons, 38. o 18 6 WW 
Of a pair of ſtockings, 1 8. 6 d. ; of hand}k enen, mans 
caps. &c. 75. — — 0 8 6 4 
The childrens wear, 3 — 1 M . 
Fuel, | = | — 0 12 9 8 
Lying in, ſickneſs and loſs of time thereby, and burials, one | 3 
year with another, — — 55 — 
| Total, L. 13 
— Tota 
Balance, L. 2 6 10 
Rent of a houſe and garden, L. 1. The garden, dreſſed by the man in the 


mornings and evenings, affords them cabbages, greens, and potatoes, '0 conſiſts 
the amount of the rent, 


3 
0 
2 


In 


on ow W aus 


cattle in the year. 
bliſhed in 1775. 


From Nav. I. 1775 
to Nov. 1. 1776, 


1777. 


1778, 
1779. 
1780, 
1781, 
1782, 


1783, 
1794, 


1796, 
1786, 
1787, 


1788, 


| 1789, 


1790, 


1791, 


17925 


of Caputh, 


Yards. 
79.264 
88, 139 


84,821 

97.975 
103,650 

84.312 


99,467 


114,161 
107, 326 


107, 653 
103, 183 


105,129 


98,9 14 


96,794 
102,974 


102,731 
104,451 


$03 


1 coal pe. in n Fife, where It is purchaſed at a « comparatively 


V. ages — The ere are five townſhips or villages, contain- 
ing from 20 to 38 families; and 6, containing from 7 to 17 
Emilies. Meiklour, the largeſt of them, has 3 fairs for 
At Spittalfield a ſtamp- office was eſta. 


Linen H following quanti ties of linen 
have been annually ſtamped here. 


Value. 
I. 3265 15 71 
3655 9 4 
3039 7 04 


357r 14 85: 


4077 10 © 


3773 19 112 
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Total in 17 years, 


e 
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L. 69,555 13 22 


The greateſt part of this cloth is ſtamped unbleached. It 
eonfiſts of white and | brown linen ; the latter known by 


the 
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the name of Serimns and 410 fra as. Formerly, not aboye 
one third of what was ſtamped was manufactured in the 
pariſh; but during the two laſt years, the pariſh manufac. 
tured about one half of the quantity ſtamped. Beſides the 
above quantities, and without reckoning 12, 000 yards and 
upwards, annually made for houſehold uſe, there are about 
20,250 yards manufactured in the pariſh, which are "0 
ed at Blairgowrie or Dunkeld. 


Antiquities —About a ail nd a half notth-wett from 

the church, in a very elevated ſituation, there is a ſmall 
Druidical circle. Beſide it are two large ſtones, deeply ſunk 

in the ground; the top of the loweſt is artificially formed 
into an inclined -plane, facing the ſouth, and contains x 
number of ſmall cavities ; which may have been uſed by 
the Druids 3 in the performance of religious rites. Near the 


. church, there are the remains of a cairn, where probably a 


croſs had been erected during the prevalence of Popith ſu- 
perſtition ; ; the place ſtill retaining the name of Cro/5-cairn, 
Cairnmure is the largeſt cairn in this country, being 456 
feet in circumference, and 18 feet high. It has been lately 
ſurrounded with a row of trees and a ſtone wall. Above 
half a mile ſouth-weſt from this, ſtands another, 357 feet 
in circumference, and 14 feet high. In a line with theſe 
two, and at the ſame diſtance, there is a third, of a ſmaller 
fize. The top of the craig at Stenton, a mile welt from 
the church, bears evident marks of having been a fortified 
ſpot. It 1s called Kemp s Hold, or the Soldier's Faſineſs 
Some fragments of weapons were dug up about 16 years 
ago, when it was planted with trees. It has a very pictu- 
reſque appearance. The antiquities of Inchtuthel have 
been deicribed by the ingenious Mr Pennant “. It is 25 


* Tour in Scotland 1772, Part II. p. 67 —1 where there is any en. 
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of 460 Scotch acres, regularly ſteep on every files: and in 


every part of equal height, that is, about 60 feet above the 


preat plain of the Stormont, on which it ſtands. Here the 
picts had a town, which muſt have been a place of great 
frength, and of which the veſtiges may be diſcerned at the 
futh-weſt corner of this ſingular elevation. Boetius calls it 


Tuline or Tulina, and ſays, that it was populous and well 5 


fortified But deſerted and burnt by the Pits, on the ap- 


proach of the Romans under Agricola: he adds, (as tranſ- 
ted by Holinſhed,) © the Seottiſhmen in our time call the 


place Inchtuthill “.“ The Romans alſo availed themſelves 
of this ſituation; 
der, and commanded an extenſive view of the plain. It is 


zoo yards ſquare ; the walls, to a conſiderable height, were 
ſrongly built, nine feet and a half thick, with ſtones 


brought from a quarry 2 miles diſtant; the ſtones have 
been gradually removed, and the walls are now almoſt le- 
relled by the plough. 


found. Here, Mr Pennant fixes the Arrea of the Romans; 


mth much greater probability than Dr Stukeley +, who 
luppoſes it to have been Perth; though in Lis map, he 


places it north-eaft of the Tay, and on the very ſpot where 
tie preſent Delvin ſtands. 
rows, and a redoubt, on the fouth-eaſt fide of the camp. 
A few years ago, the largeſt of theſe barrows was opened, 
ad confiſted of a rich black mold, poſſibly ce com mpoſed of 

Vor. 1 X. 5 3 . the 


gien of its ſides, which are 3 too ſteep. The eaſt and weſt 
des are covered with thriving ſoreſt: trees, planted by the late Mr Mac- 
kenzie., | 


* Boet, Hiſt. Scotiæ, lib. iv. p. 64. 


Holinſhed's Hiſtorie of Scotlande, 
p. 525 53 | | 


t In his account of Richard of Cirenceſter, quoted. by Pennant, 


Their camp ſtood on the north- eaſt bor- 


In the courſe of ploughing, frag- | 
ments of weapons, and ſome entire utenſils, were formerly 


There are two tamuli or bar- 
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the aſhes of the el pyres chat had been conſumed FEY 
It is now diſtinguiſhed by a clump of trees. Inchtuthel is like. 

_ wiſe believed to have been part of the land granted by Ken. 
neth III. (who began his reign in 997,) to Hay for his bra- 
very in the battle of Luncarty; and his deſcendents * poſſeſſed 
it till the beginning of the 17th century. There appears 
to have been a Roman ſtation, 3 miles to the eaſt of this 
in the moor of Meiklour, towards the extremity of the 
| pariſh. The line of the Roman military road leading thi- 
ther, can be ſtill traced through the pariſhes of Scone, 8t 
Martin's, and Cargill : and this road ſeems unqueſtionably 

to be the continuation of that which paſſed through Strath. 
ern, and croſſed the Tay at Rome, a little to the weſtward 
of Scone, where probably there was a bridge of wood over 
the river + Where the Roman road touches on the Iſla, 2 
bridge is alſo ſuppoſed to have ſtood, of which the neceſſity 
15 evident, for the purpoſe of opening a communication 
from the ſouth with the ſtation near Meiklour, and by con- 
ſequence with the champaign country, both eaſt. and weſt 
as far as the Grampian Mountains. Here .the Romans 
raiſed a wall of earth, about 24 feet thick, (for it is difficult 
to aſcertain the exact meaſurement,) defended by a ditch on 
each ſide, 60 feet diſtant from the wall. This wall, which ö 
now named the Cleaving Dife, ſtretched above two miles 
and a half, from the ancient courſe of the Tay to the Ila; 
which, by their commodious junction two miles below, 
completely ſecured the ſtation. The ſpace incloſed is in 
the form of a delta. In this area, there are ſeveral explo- 


ratory mounts z one, pry artificial, (now called the 
| Blaczbil 


* William 5th Farl of Errol (who ſucceeded i in 1 506) was in his 
ther's lifetime, deſigned | William of Coputh, and Maſter of Errol 
Douglas's peerage. 


+ Appendix to Pennant's Tour, Ne. 1 5. p. 457. 


"of Caputh," 3687 


Blcibil, and planted with firs,) lands near the head of 


the ſuppoſed bridge, and from the remains of a fortification 
an the top, ſeems to have been deſigned to cover the land- 


ing-place .— The font or veſſel uſed in adminiſterin g baptiſm 
in the church, is of a ſingular conſtruction. It is made of 


braſs, 164 inches in diameter. On the interior ſurface are 
inpreſſed two circular lines of words; the outer circle con- 
tains, in Roman characters, DI. DAL. WVNDT*, five 
times repeated; the inner circle conſiſts of unknown cha- 


ncters, four times repeated, which cannot be repreſented . 


without an engraving. An exact tranſcript of the whole 
was made by me ſeveral Fears ago, and preſented ro the 
* _—_ of pang 


General Character and Condition of the People The 
people here have an indifference, and even diſlike, both to a 


ſeafaring and a military life. They prefer the occupations 


in huſbandry or manufacture, to which they are inured 


from their infancy. They are rather fond of large ſwed- 


dings and funerals, and often incur unneceſſary expenſe on 
ſuch occafions. Of late, they have become much more 


ſudious of dreſs than they were, and have changed for 
the better their mode of living in many articles of do- 


meſtic economy. They are now more attentive to clean- 


lineſs than formerly ; their cottages are more ſubſtantially 


and commodiouſly built; and their condition is daily im- 


proving. On the whole, they are ſober, peaceable and in- 
duſtrious. They are in general humane to one another, and 
ſhow great kindneſs and ſympathy to their diſtreſſed neigh- 
bours. During the laſt 3o years, one inſtance of ſuicide 


has happened; and one perſon has been baniſhed. I have 
not heard of any perſon belonging to the pariſh having 


ſuffered capital puniſhment. 


Advantages 


* ſuppoſe the letter immediately beſors D to be N. I do, it is this 
letter inverted. 
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Abbe and; Diſadvantages —A judicious obſerve, 
| hasremarked, that the light grounds in the Stormont poſſeſt 
this advantage over richer and ſtronger. ſoils, that though 
the crops. are never uncommonly weighty, yet they are 
moderatly good, in a greater variety of ſeaſons, than in any 
place where his obſervation has eached. A. new road 
now making to Perth by Stanley, will be of confiderable 


utility to the pariſh. And conſequences ſtill more bene. 


ficial muſt ariſe from the accompliſhment of a plan now in 
: agitation, for building a bridge over the Iſla, where it 
5 empties itſelf i into the Tay, and for making a turnpike 
road from that bridge to Perth *®. The road between Dun- 
| Keld and Cupar i in Angus paſſes through the middle of the 
pariſh ; but, though it is a great thoroughfare, 1 it has never 
been made in a ſufficient manner. The ſtatute- labour, being 
formerly exacted in kind, was ill adapted either to the con. 
ſtruction or preſervation of good roads. As it is now com. 
muted, it may be reaſonably expected produce an advan- 
tageous change in the ſtate of the roads in the county. A 
mar{-pit has been lately drained. There is alſo ſome lime 
in the pariſh, but the want of coal renders it uſeleſs. In. 
_ deed the principal diſadvantage under which the inhabitants 
labour, is their diſtance from coal, and from lime, for the 
purpoſes of agriculture, It is to be regretted, that ſome 
well directed attempts have not been made, to diſcover 
whether there is coal in this diſtrict. A matter of ſuch im. 
portance merits a trial. Much of the pariſh is ſtill unin- 


cloſed. The farmers are + fully ſenſible, that incloſures would 
| a be 


* It is at once 3 and inftruQive to reflect, that near the het 
where the intrepid Agricola conſtructed a wooden bridge for tranſport- 
ing the troops who were to ſubdue the valour and ravage the fields af 
the brave Caledonians. the enlightened deſcendents of thoſe uncivilized 
but generous barbarians, are about to red a more ſolid ſtructure, for 
the nobler purpoſe of advancing tue cultivation and improvement of 


their country. 
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PARISH or LOGIE-COLDSTONE, 


(County AND SYNoD or ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY 
oF KINCARDINE O'NIeL.) 


By the Rev. Mr RoBERT FARQUHARSON. 


Name, Extent, Soil, Cc. 
THE pariſh of Logie was annexed to the pariſh of Cold. 
8 ſtone in 1618. The name of the pariſh of Logie1s 
expreſſive of its local ſituation. It is a corruption of the 
word Lag, which in the Gaelic language, ſignifies a * ho 
low or low fituation.” There is no circumſtance or tra- 
dition for the origin of Coldſtone. Logie- Coldſtone parilk 
is 38 miles diſtant from Aberdeen. It lies in the upper 
part of the country called Cromar, a corruption of the 
word Cruzevar, which in the Gaelic fignifies © the bugit 
of Mar.” It is at equal diſtances berween the rivers Dee 
and Don. The country is ſurrounded by a large ridge af 
hills, and is in the form of a bught or fold for holding 
cattle. The diſtri& is about 3+ miles from E. to W. and 
about 6 from S. to N. The foil is various. The inter 
r 5 gar 
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- of the en is interſperſed with a number of ſmall 


jills, and large barren moors; a great many of which retain 


the marks of cultivation, by the remains of furrows and fences; 
nt the ground is now ſo reduced by that barbarous prac. 
tice of caſting muck-feal and turf, (that i is, the ſurface), that 
| produces nothing i in general, but a ſhort worthleſs kind of 


teath. Near the manſe there is a ſmall plantation of fir 


wood ; to the S. and E. of the church, there are 5 of the 
ame kind. Some farms on the E. and W. ſide of the 
manſe, called the Eaſter and Weſtern Baronies, and lands 
of Waterairn, are a fine rich deep loam ; and though very 
capable ot improvement, are all in a ſtate of nature, except 


the farms of Kinaldie, Coldſtone, and part of that of Loan- 


bead. The firſt is all incloſed, and ſome of the fields 
ſraighted and dreſſed; the ſecond was incloſed by the 


beritor about 14 years ago, and hes in natural graſs, on 


which he paſtures his own cattle in ſummer and harveſt ; 


2 part of the third, which lies near the manſe, is incloſed 


and improved. On the E. and W. fide of the church, the 


ground is light and ſandy, a great part of it of a very 


poor quality ; in advancing farther from the church, to- 


wards the S. E. extremity, the ſoil is of a fine rich loam. 
That part of the pariſh called Deſkrie Side, which lies on 


the north fide of the hills, 1s of a cold wet moſſy 5 
ad very ſubject to froſt and milde ws. 


Climate, Rivulets, W Sc. — The air is accounted ſa- 


lubrious. The froſt in winter is often very intenſe, though 


the country is not near ſo ſtormy is the neighbouring pa- 


tiſhes to the N. and W. of it, ſuch as Towie, Glenbucket, 
and Strathdon. There are 3 rivulets in the diſtri, which 


fall into the Dee in the pariſh of Aboyne. They are ſo 


mall in ſummer, that they require gathered dams to drive 


the meal-mills, of which there are 5 in the interior part of 
this diſtrict, and 1 on Deſkrie Side, driven by a burn, the 
ene fide of which, for 2 miles, belongs to this pariſh. It 
falls 
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Eats 3 into the Don about a mile below che church of Strat 
don. They all abound with ſine trout. There is a loch 
on the ſouth ſide of this diſtri, called Loetidaven. It is 
about 24 miles i in eiteuhmferefice; 3 it abounds with pike 
ſome of them of a large fize. A good many of them are 
taken with bait in ſummer. There is a mineral ſpring in 
the pariſh, a little to the S. of the church, called Poldoy, 
which in the Gaelic fignifies a black pool; the water of 
which, ſome years ago, Was much and ſucceſsfully uſed for 
ſcorbutie and graveliſh diſorders. It is now much defert 
ed, fince the Well of Pananich (which are 4 miles di 
ſtant) were diſcovered. Great crowds of the country 
people ſtill reſort to Poldow, and drink of the water for al 
diſorders, 
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| Antiquities, Game, &'c.—The principal remains of anti 
- duity in this pariſh are 3 large cairns, 1 of which, a little to 
the N. of the manſe, is of an uncommon ſize. They are ſup- 
poſed to mark out the places where the bodies of ſome emi- 
nent men were interred. There are likewiſe Druidicil 


fanes in different parts of the pariſh.—Few pariſhes in Scot-WW comme 
land abound more with a greater variety of game, ſuch a 55 

hares, ſnipe, moor-fowl, partridges, woodcock, a few black. Aer 
cock, tarmagans, and white hares; the two latter are always produc 
to be found on the hill of Morven, which, in the Gaelic, but th 


fgnifies a large hill.” It is one of the higheſt hills in W compa 
Scotland; it bounds a part of the pariſh on the W. There {MW vated 
are likewiſe great numbers of wild ducks and geeſe, which, I for the 
in late ſeaſons, deſtroy a great part of the crop which grows drills : 
on 1 the low —— winter 
| they c 
Population. —According to Dr Webſter s report, the moſt u 
number of ſouls then was 1243. The tate of the pariſh, W but 1: 


with . to Fee cannot be traced far back. The fort 2 


Vo 


of Logie-Coldflone, 513 


writer of this was ſettled here in 1779 J the number of in- 
habitants ſince that time 1s conſiderably decreaſed. At 
that period, all the farms were occupied by tenants and 
ſubtenants 3 but at preſent there are about 20 families quite 
extirpated, and their poſſeſſions in natural graſs. In 1780, 
there were 1 300 ſouls in the pariſh, at preſent (1793) 
there are 1182. The annual average of births ſince 1780 


i523; of marriages, 10. The people follow, in general, 


the occupation of huſbandry. There are 2 ſmiths, 1 car- 
penter, 2 ſhoemakers, and 4 ſhopkeepers, who ſell ſmall 
articles for the good of the country. The chief manufac- 
ture, till about 1789, was that of knitting ſtockings by the 
women, the wool brought by manufacturers from Aber- 
deen. For 3 years paſt, ſpinning on the two-handed wheel 
is much introduced, and found more profitable. The lint 
s given out to ſpin, juſt in the ſame way as the wool, by 
manufacturers from Aberdeen, Brechin, and as far ſouth as 
Dundee. The whole inhabitants are members of the E- 
ſabliſhed Church, and ſpeak all that os alet of Engliſh, 


common in the north of Scotland. 


Agriculture. —Oats and common bear are the principal 
productions of the pariſh ; ſome peaſe and rye are alſo raiſed ; 
but the quantity of theſe kinds of grain is but ſmall, when 
compared with oats and bear, Potatoes are of late culti- 
vated by every family, whether of farmers or labourers, 


for their own ſubſiſtence : a few turnips are ſown, ſome in 


drills and ſome in broadcaſt ; but for want of inclofures, as 
winter herding is not introduced, they muſt be pulled before 
they come to much perfection. The old Scots plough is al- 
molt univerſally uſed. Some of the moſt ſubſtantial tenants 


put 12 oxen in the plough, others 10, others 8, the poorer 
ſort 2 horſes and 2 cows, ſome of them 1 horſe, 2 cows, and 


2 ſmall oxen. Clover and ry e-graſs have been cultivated on 
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the farms of Kinaldy, Blelachy, and Lonhead, with great 
| ſucceſs; but no where elſe, except in gardens, for want 0 
incloſures. Many of the farmers begin to raiſe flax; and as 
there are now 2 lint-mills erected in 2 of the neighbouring 
pariſhes, Towie and Coul, it is thought i it will turn out a 
very profitable crop. There are a good many ſheep rear- 
ed in the pariſh, the greater part of them of the black fa. 
ced kind; they ſell from L. 7 to L. 13 the ſcore. Black 


mers ſend them all, except a few mill-cows, to paſture in 
glens every year about Whitſunday for 3 months; and fince 
the ſheep became numerous, they generally return as poor as 
when they went away. In 1780 there were 5 or 6 carts 
in this pariſh];now, in 1793, there are about 30. There are 
at preſent 4 heritors in the pariſh, Lord Aberdeen, Lord 
Strathaven, James Farquharſon of Invercauld, and Charles 
Gordon of Blelack ; the latter is the only reſiding heritor, 
The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 2783 Scots. Real 
rent L. 782, 108. 344 bolls 2 firlots meal, 181 bolls 1 firlot 
bear. The rents of the principal eſtates are demanded 
when due; with certification, that if the laſt farthing is not 
paid, the tenants (very few of them having tacks) mult 
remove at the firſt term of Whitſunday. To avoid this evil, 
numbers of them ſell meal and bear for ready money, 
which they have not to deliver, and at that inſtant buy the 
fame back from the one they ſold it to at 5 s. and 3s: 6d. 
the boll of additional price, payable g months after. Such as 
have the victual to deliver, are obliged to threſh out their 
crop before they have uſe for the ſtraw ; by which means, 
they loſe a great deal of it, carrying it out of their barns 
and building it up in their yards, and it becomes dry and 
inſipid for their cattle. By this uncommon kind of traffic, 
numbers are reduced to very low circumſtances. All the 
conſolation they have, is, the one part of them is taught by 
civil 
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coi, the. other by moral law, that © whom the Lord hw 
be chaſtiſes.” Lord Strathaven, who got his father Lord 
Aboyn's property in this county made over to him 2 or 3 
years ago, has altered. the terms of payment of rents from 7 
Martinmas till the 8th or middle of February; and from 
"WH Whitſunday till the middle of Auguſt ; by which his te- 
ants have an opportunity of making the beſt of their vic- 
tal and cattle, and now pay their rents with much greater 
aſe and advantage than they did formerly. If this plan 
were adopted by heritors in general in this country, it 
would be of the greateſt conſequence to their tenants in ge- 
neral, who depend chiefly on the produce of their crops for 
the greater part of their rents. Improvements in agricul- 
ture will never take place in this pariſh, until leaſes are 
granted and encouragement given for houſes and inclofing 
till that happen, the poor farmer will be obliged to adopt 
fo the old mode of cultivation, whether right or wrong, 
though the climate and ſoil in general are ſuch as would 
a droduce good crops of any kind of grain uſed 1 in the north 
of Scotland. At preſent the farm-houſes are worth very 
of little, and the mode of living very mean dwelling- houſes, 
when valued on the removal of a tenant, are appreciated 
rom 16 8. to L. 1, 55. Subtenants from 58. to 10s. * 
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* Servants wages ſince 1784 are raiſed near double of what thas 
as vere before that time. The average rate at which men ſervants are hired 
eir for the year by the farmer is from L. 5, 15s. to L. J, 19s. and maintained i in 
the family; women ſervants uſually get from L. 2 to L. 2, 10 8. and their 
maintenance. There are no alehouſes in the pariſh ; the inhabitants in 
general are very ſober: but numbers of them are obliged by neceſſity to 
nd attend a weekly market at Tarland, ſome time before every term, to ſell 
Ic, victual in the way already mentioned to pay their rents; by which means, 
he they throw away a great part of their time and their ſubject. At this 

market no fewer than 4 meſſengers, 3 of whom are notary-publics, attend 
J regularly, and have made themſelves rich on the ruins of the poor; one 
ih of them has bought 2 eſtates. 3 
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5 16 Statiſtical Account 


Stipend, School, Poor.—Logie- Coldſtonei is a vice-patronag who gav 
the Crown and Invercanld preſent alternately. The ann poiſon.” 

| Ripend modified 'in 1793 is L. 45: 2: 1, and 111 bolls off . 

| victual, 32 of which are bear, and 2 glebes. The churcd gg 
was rebuilt in 1780, the manſe and kitchen in 178 3; th vas my 
office: houſes are in a ruinous ſtate.— There is only one ſchoclii ted 
The falary 1 is 100 merks ; the number of ſcholars in winte Ao 
is from 50 to 80, owing to the ſchool being contiguous to 2 1 
great part of the pariſh of Tullich, which lies within Cro gout an. 


mar, and that of Migvie, where there is no ſchool but tha 

of Coldſtone adjacent to either. The ſchool 1 is kept in the 
old manſe where the ſchoolmaſter lives; in ſummer the 
number of ſcholars ſeldom exceeds 10 or 12.—The number 
of poor on the pariſh-roll is uſually from 28 to 35. The 
only fund for their ſupport, which amounted to L. 35 Ster. 
ling, was in the hands of a gentleman, who failed in cir. 
cumſtances and is ſince dead. All that was recovered of the 
money was L. 6; ſo that the poor have nothing now but 
that and the weekly collections to depend upon. Inver. 
cauld has been in the regular practice of ſending money to 
divide among them annually ſince the 178 35 the ſum | i 
uhually L. 11 Berling | | 


NOTE. 
Letter from Mr Farquharſon te Sir John Sinclair. 


% There is a very uncommon and particular circumſtance in my caſe, 
which I ſhall mention to you, (knowing you to be a friend to mankind). 
I have for a long time been diſtreſſed with a diſorder in my ſtomach; a. 
bout 5 years ago, I was adviſed to take (when much pained) 25 drops 
of laudanum once a-day, and, to increaſe the quantity gradually. My 
diſtreſs was ſuch, that it made me attend regularly to the preſcription, a5 
it gav me a momentary relief, ſo that at the end of 4 years I came on 
to 12 and often 14 tea · ſpoonfuls the day; the effects of which, along with 
my complaint, reduced me to mere ſkin and bone, and made me as yellow 
as an orange. I conſulted Dr Cullen when I began to take the lauda- 
num, who did not diſapprove of it; but on finding it breaking in faſt 


on my conſtitution, (which was ori iginally good), I applied to Dr Monro 
who 
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who gave me for anſwer, ** that laudanum was a certain, though flow 
poiſon.” This determined me, though in a very reduced ſtate, to diminiſh 
the quantity 10 tea-ſpoonfuls a-day. The ſudden tranſition bore very hard 
upon me, to ſuch a degree, chat it was the belief of every one who ſaw me, 
that I could not live many days. Dr Thomas Moriſon in London, (who 
was my early acquaintance), came to this country in Auguſt laſt, and 
adviſed me (if poſſible) to abandon the laudanum, but to do it gradually; 

he ſent me ſome doſes of the ſhavings of ſteel to take three times a-day, 
which T continued to do with ſuch ſucceſs, that I can now with pleaſure 
fay that IJ have not taſted laudanum for 4 months paſt, and am become 
ſtout and fat.” | „ „ 
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its name, lying at the diſtance of about a quarter of a 


mile from the church. Ig _rifes about 250 feet above wa. 
| SEA Fe EN gy | ter 


PARISH or GRAITNEY, hag 
r *** paid to 

are ren 
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5 | navigal 

By the Rev. Mr Jonx MorGanw. a0 

part of 
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" anothe! 
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Name, Extent, Surface. thr 

water 

N O authentic 1 can be obtained reſpeRting ring : 
| the etymology of the name of this pariſh. The ſpell- lttle x 
ing varies much, which increaſes the difficulty. The moſt K. b 
probable conjecture is, that it was originally called Great. undi 
Lnotb, from a ſmall hill lying at the diſtance of about a Dolwa 
qmarter of a male from the church. The form of it is that a pre 
of an oblong {quare, extending along the coaſt of the Sol- 11 mi 
way Frith, nearly 6 miles in length, and about 3 in breadth el in 
at an average. It is u level diſtri8, diverſified with a few i 7 
riſing grounds of ſmall extent. The higheſt eminence 1 tully 
Graitney-hill, from which the pariſh is ſuppoſed to derive > p 
re. 
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ter mark, and commands a pleaſant and extenſive proſpect 
of the coaſt of Cumberland, Solway Frith, an 
Liddieſdale, and of part of Northoaberland. n - 


Springs, Rivers, {= F. rith; ram There 3 are 115855 mi- 
neral ſprings; but as very little attention hath hitherto been 
paid to them, their virtues are ſcarcely known, and they 
re rendered leſs valuable by being often waſhed over by 
the tides. The Eden, Eik, and Sark, uniting form the head 
ar Solway Frith, and the ſouthern boundary of this pa- 
rſh. The Frith here may be 4 or 5 miles broad, and is 
navigable to Sark foot for veſſels of 120 tons burden. There 
are ſeveral harbours or landing places in the pariſh, ſuch 
s Sarkfoot, Hiedkirkpoint, Brewhouſes, &c. but on any 
part of the coaſt, which is a flat and ſandy thore, veſſels 
may lie in ſafety at all times. The Sark, and the Kirtle 
mother ſmall river, are the only ſtreams in the pariſh. The 
tudes flow regularly from W. to E. with great rapidity, for 
the ſpace of 3 hours, and are nearly full at the moon's 
louthing. The ſpring-tides riſe about 20 feet above low 
water mark, and there are evident appearances of their ha- 
ving riſen much higher at ſome former period. In the 
1. little rivers Sark and Kirtle are trout, eels, herlings, pike, 
Ke. but not in ſuch quantities as to be objects of much at- 
„ eetion to the inhabitants. The fiſhing, however, in the 
5 dolway Frith is of more importance. It produces falmon 
_ in pretty large quantities, ſome ſturgeon, cod, flounders, 
1. aud rarely porpoiſes. But as the different methods employ- 
+» ed in taking the ſeveral kinds of fiſh, the markets to which 
„ bey are ſent, and the prices at which they are fold, are 
- tully and accurately detailed in the return from the adjoin- 


e ng parih of Dernoch, 3 it is unneceſſary to repeat them 
here, 1 


6 . * — __— — - o = 
INS SEG Ode a IL. r 
— — : 


nerd 157 
3 
; Lt a” 


JF 


1 — 
3 
"= 
þ * 
* 
13. 
N 
1 
1 
* o 
NN 
* 'F: 
of py x 
a ; Ta 
1 
oe. + 
a A 
We 2:08 
z 
B33 
1 
$Þ 4 
1 
1 
N 
* % p 
7 
„ 
1 
x "M ! 
1 
1 
N 
1 
1 
HY 
8 
* 1 
0 
p WoL! 
. N 
. ww 1 
ö . 
6 8. 
$291 4, 
a 
A 1 1 
T6 
Iu 
* 2 5 
n 
: 04-2 
1 
133 
Y ; , 
1 2 
. 
ee 
; RI 
8 
©; 2 
Em 
e 
1 
1 ig 
} 4438 
W - 
FT 
55 
45 
8 
+7 
77 77 
. 
6 
8 n 
4 
1 
7 i 
w — 
4 
9 « 8 
7 4 — 
BY 
5 it \ 
» LIN 
r { F 
x - 
3; 
: ; 4 
180 k 
+ 4-4 
oy 
bs 
74 
q 
" 
Bd 
13 
. 
| | 
$1 * 
1 2 
ps 5 
7 
£38 
1 
7 1 * 
Ii 


D 1 


2 4 — 
n F = 5 — — 
1 * In » wrm — 2 22 — 1 — 
— — f - = we 2 re bes — 
PEE p . 7 1 * 7 = * ” 8 . — 3 — 
er I ed rs [dry POO? * > — 
* * * * 

r 

Ay EIS: 

lc dares. 


_— 
N 
7 ® — — 2 3 : RN K 
3 . — * 
3 a IRS, * 


. 
— 


1 


. 


1 — * 
: won 2 > 1 > p * Wt + LEG 
3 C — 7 ＋ . U q — — * * 2 2 2 2 A — Y; 8 2 33 r E —_ f = 
K £4 - Ie 32 4 7 p - 3 Y x 8 PEI Ct If — 2 - — Nr 7 = 
a 3 r - > _— : * * n — — 25 > A 8 — „ r SN Do 33 — 
. — — — Pe - n norte ee 2 $ 0 — * Rot * FX 3 - 2% 5 — . 
1 3 2 © * * — ne ELL 5 . — 1 2 = - : £001 Si 5 2 * 2 3 # id cod abate * an bs 
po ad Nr WI £4 + -£ — * 4 — — 2 1 1— 2 N 8 — — 2 8 * > r Fo "- Pe — 
> ; ? 2 * * 7 Sa rr rr fr) * 3 75 * 2 - : 8 : 2 * — — —— uy 4 __ — — We. 
7 F * 8 * * — 6p dn bat oe ES v.54 = 2 — — > x5 — G == — SR Js a * * A = 
8 2 = 329. * at 4 » i . « = N E - - x A: 8 . ts 5 — - 
- * 8 5 _ — EP I kT we — — Py 2 62 = 2 <P d . 94 
2 — * — = W = l 4 — 5 — =Þ — * * = — — — pe = 2 * 1 al 2 — LEN _- => o 
of _ $554 . Ss 2 . =! = - * a — on ett £29 ys = 7 _—_ 7 - 
2 — — 7 g r GIFs N — . = * . 35 FETT 
ot = a * pn = STE: 7 Od : * — = 25 x" ä wc. rs oy > 1 . [or we 
— 3 A + _ 8 A 2 — 7 BILE 2 — 22 4 Ws — — n 
A 3 : r od os ng * © as.” . 3 2 CE i 2 ů — De 
1 — — * 3 . ner 0 . a Mie . - + . 8 +, NN K 7 * 
El 4 4 EW 4 4 IS"; * hos. * ts „ Po n 
2 & — — 2 2 22 Q L 
— Dn a — 3 2 = r 8 


* = ws "6 op OS. IE FR to 
1 T - 2.4 or . . — 
— * B oh Les 4 „ Ä Yor On OT In, OOPS .. D . 
eee n 8 2 . 8 
e A SIE. 1 3 EY 5 
RSS 5 2 8 . K. : jo rr 


S TIA - 7 _ Fes ror” Ro IAC 
F. br TS BE 1 4 
- "4 * l 33 
2 2 4, 4 
En i IS 44 N 
8 n _ 


* 
e 
2 pre See nn 


— 3 
- 8 FR 
BED COLI AE = Sor 
- 2 
e 
* * D 8 8 
n 0 - = 1 4 
* 238 ne 
, — — mY 


5 ks; Climate, 


520 Statiſtical Account 
Climate, Soil, &c.—The climate is temperate and the at 
| healthful. No local diſtempers are prevalent. There are 
| ſeveral inſtances indeed of rheumatic and nervous diſorders, 
particularly among the loweſt claſs of the inhabitants, owing 
to their living in cold and damp houſes, to their enjoying 
but a ſcanty ſhare of the comforts of life, and in ſome caſe; 
perhaps to the indiſereet uſe of tea and ſpiritous liquor, 
There have been ſome inſtances of longevity. It appears 
from a grave-ſtone in the church-yard here, that of 2 bro. 
thers, who died a century ago, the one was 111, and the 
other 110. In the year 1791, a woman died at the age of 
103, but her name could not be found in the pariſh-record, 
There is now living one woman upwards of an 100, two 
between 90 and 100, and ſeveral perſons between 80 and 
gc, which are ſtriking proofs of the ſalubrity of this part of 
the country.—The ſoil is various. Except ſome tract of 
moſs and boggy grounds, which are incapable of improve. 
ment, it is in general dry and ſandy, mixed with ſtones. In 
ſome parts, and particularly on the ſea-fide, it 1s a fine rich 
loam; in others, of a wet and clayiſh nature. In almoſt eve. 
ry part, however, the ſoil is fertile, and, when properly cul- 
tivated, yields wunden returns x. 


N _ i to the returns made to Dr 
| Webſter, the number of ſouls was then 1051. It is be- 
| lieved that the population of this pariſh has been gradual. 
ly increaſing for many years. There are now 1810 per- 

ſons, of whom are, FO 


Under 10 _ of age, 490 Between 10 and 20, 39) 
Between 


** Wheat is ſown in October and November; oats from the middle of 
March to the end of April; barley in the latter end of April and in May; 
turnip from the middle of June to the middle of July. Reaping begins 

about the middle of Auguſt, and continues till the latter end of October. 
The ſealons, however, are ſometimes a little earlier, ſometimes later. 


Retwee 
Betwee 
Betwee 
Above 


Of 
Males, 
Femal, 
Marrie 
Bachel 
Unmai 

bov 
Widon 
Widox 
Famil. 


durge. 
Scho 
Shopk 
Princi 
Inferi; 
Tippt 
Black 
Joiner 
Weary 


All tl 
farme 
I Car 


of Gran. Sus. 


between 20 and 30, 620 N 0 1 1983 
Between 50 and yo, 225 Tailors +» 
Between 70 and ico, 75 Butchers = 
ing Above Ts e Lore Millers, Es WR ROE the, 
| Bakers , * 
Of cheſs, there are, Gardeners, - «= 
Males, =—— 805 Mid wife, 
Females, - _ 1005 Tallow-chandler, - 
Married of both ſexes, 430 Travelling pedlar, 
Bachelors above 50, 37 Men who gain a liveh- 
Vamarried women a- hood partly by 8 
bove 45, — 88 and partly by ſome ata” 
Widowers, 23 other employment, 9 5 g 
W Land- ſurveyor, „ 
Familie, - 323 Apprentice, = Ito 
25-4008 $44 | Cuhaiſe- drivers 2 
Surgeons, - 2 Male labouring ſervants, 50 
Schoolmaſters, „ zn Female dito 44S 1 
Shopkeepers, - T5 Female domeſtic er. 
Principal innkeeper, x yvants, 2 . 12 
laferior innkeepers, 3 F armers above L. oa 12 | 
Tippling houſes, 15 year, 1 - HF? 
— 7 Do. between | L. 50 and _ 
Joiners, = -<- 9 I. 15 a. ear, 46 
even. 812 Do. under J. 75 * | 3 
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Al the reſt of the b are e employed by tue 
farmers. They are all of the Eſtabliſhed Church, except 
I Cameronian, 2 or 3 Burgher Seceders, and a few Epiſco- 
palians. The number of births within the pariſh, taken at 
al average of 10 years, amounts to 54. The average num- 
ber of marriages for the laſt five years does not exceed ; 
but it is to be obſerved, that there are many irregular mar- 
rages in the pariſh, As no regiſter of burials has hither- 
Vor, IX. 7 2 Y- to 
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td been kept, the Iverage e of bed. u von and * 
. e. ; 


© ee Nee — dom produce of the pu 
| * be near y as follows : 


8 2 4 7 7 be 48 
HALF # , 
38 wo & : S 
13 88 : 53 = . ET E 
1 E | YY 8 
/ A a 
Wheat, 4o| 3o|6s.][9g © o 1200 | 360 © 5 
Barley, 550 3638.5 8 of 19800 | 2970 © « 
Oats, 2000 | 4028. 4 10 © | 80000 | 8000 © © 
Peaſe, J Y of 200] us ©6:0 
Beans, 20 [m5 4s. 3 0 -o 300] 60 o o 
Potatoes, 200 18018. 5 o © | 36000 | 1800 © 0 
Turnip, 6014 ; 3 89 ol 180 0 0 
Flax, J 90 0 © 
Sow-n ee e 


Ln, 


„„ 
W den, 5 1 1 10 7 450 © © 
Paſture, 350 | ow 6] _ | 1667 10 0 
Coarſe | E 1 | 
ditto, 2500 | | ſo 2 6 
© 


312 10 0 
Moſs, 735. „% 
Houſ | | 


| 36 15 00 
: Roe cit 


rents, | - 369772047 £2: $ | 100-0 0 
8, Z 22 3 | 500 o 


10240 acres, Total val. a ann. prod. L. 18241 oh 


11. pariſh not Sal; ly rs the inhabitants with! provi- 
bons, but exports conſiderable quantities to the Englik 
2 and ſometimes to CI yde. The annual exports of 


* 
« + & SOEs 
a * ©» * 


the pariſh may be nearly as bib. : 


Tote 


Wy, _ ea SS © © o©S.-0© © © 


C2 


Grain. wg 


doo Buſhels of wheat, at 6s. 
' 10000 Buſhels of barley, at 38. 


25000 Buſhels of oats, at 2 8. 
150 Buſhels of peaſe, at 3s. 


150 Buſhels of beans, at 4 s. 
100 Tons of potatoes, at 206. 
200 Firkins of butter, at 285 8. 


50 Cwt of cheeſe, at 28 8. 


- 1500 0 © 


- _- 2500 o 0 


-; > '02 I$+20 49 


45 30 © 


— * 8 
S227 EE .5 70 0 1 


350 Swine fatted, and ſold at 4. 3. Teer 
350 Black cattle, of 2 years old, at L. 2, yoo 0: 


80 Cows, ſold at L. 6, 


Oo 
O 
O 
190 Calves, fatted and ſold at 15s. - 137 10 © 
0 
0 
0 


Tenn value of annual | exports, 


- — - N 
I K y * . po * 4%. 
- ri eta _ 0 


200 Cart load of hay, at 206.1 0 
W but * be eſtimated. at 450 o 0 


= - 1 7820 o o 


The Stock of che Pariſh may be a as follows : : 


2 Cows at =” REO 


500 Young catthe, at L. 2, 10 s. 


286 Horſes, at L. Io, - 
528 Swine, at. L. I, 10s. - 


40 Sheep, at L. * * 


120 Ploughs, at L. 2, N 


209 Carts, at L. 5, 
15 Tumbrils, at L. 2, 10 8. 


2 2 Four wheeled chaiſes, 


Ten wlue of Stock, 


1 = EL 10 
Other implements of huſbandry, - 0 
Ts . 5 o 


. I. 2400 
1 12350 | 
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2:21 280. 89 0. 
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Imports. | 
aka pain are Janis; ancually, yous! tons of coal 


from Cumberland, at 6. IL. _—_ o ol Fear, 
2000 Load of timber from _ on Memel, | ley, f 
at L. 3, 156. 1 cc 7500 o o out ir 
2000 Batrels of tar, chiefly from. America, ke.” paſtur 
0M 19907 eee — 78 0 0 goes 
120 Tons of ſalt from nano. at 1. 6:55: | perty 
the tun 8 o oWM or W 
200 Tons of late from Lancahire mad of Mc 
© Wales; at L. 1, e 320 0 nh 
o O o Is be OO | ——e————_—_— limits 
-Total annual value of i imports, e 1. 1 8 o ol veral 
S Sr | L 30 
5 The annual 1 of this pariſh his Fey e in- ably 
creaſed of late ycars, by the improvements which have et 
been made, as the ſeveral proprietors have exerted them- Ta 
"ſelves with a laudable emulation in the melioration of their 
| reſpective eſtates. The arable lands are all incloſed at the * 
: "expenſe of the landlord, and the ſtone-fences and hedges, when 
_ which are in a thriving condition, are upheld by the tenants waa 


"Several of the farms are in a very high ſtate of cultiva- 
” tic. and the reſt are daily improving. It is believed, TH 
© that the rental of the pariſh has been tripled in the courle i ounc 
of the laſt 25 years. The manure uſed here is dung and a 
"lime, brought from the Donkin's lime-works, in the pa- 3 
riſh of Middlebie, or from Haymuir, the pariſh of Kirk- 


ingly 

patrick, and ſometimes from the hollows, in the pariſh of bo 
Cannobie. The price the buſhel at Dankin's is 11 d. and 4 n 
at the, other places ) d. or 8 d. This difference in the _ 
price, is owing to the difference of the prices of the coals high 
uſed in burnin, the limeſtone. The farmers here uſe the whe 


Lg 


of Graitney. + 5235 


Engliſh or Rotheram plough only, with the curved mold - 
board. It is drawn by two horſes, without a driver, and 
commonly ploughs about an acre a:day. The rotation of 
al cropping, in general, is, firſt year, wheat or oats; ſecond 
ol year, oats; third year, turnip or potatoes; fourth year, bar- 
ky, ſown out with clover and rye-graſfs.” The land, ſown 
o Wl out! in this manner, is uſually mown for one year, then 
paſtured two years, and afterwards ploughed, and under- 
o | goes the ſame rotation of crops. | The pariſh is the pro- 
perty of 4 heritors, the Earl of Hopetoun, Earl of Mansfield, 
Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. and Mr Graham 
of Moſsknow ; none of whom refide. No part of the pa- 
nin is commonty. Every proprietor knows the preciſe 
— WT limits of his eſtate, The farms in this diſtrict are in ge- 
0 Wl neral of ſmall extent. There is, however, one farm let at 
L. 300, and another at L. 186. All the reſt are conſider- 
. ably ſmaller. The land here lets from 5 8. to 208. dhe 
r K Rr", O09; 


—_ | ae. 


*Pricer, Wages, Expenſes, Earnings, Ce. — The average price of | 
es, wheat is 5s. 6 d. of barley, 28. 8 d. and of oats 28. the Winchefter buſhel. 


ingly good fleſh-market in the village of Graitney Green, where upwards 
of of L. 700. worth of butcher-meat of all kinds, and of the belt qualities, 
1s killed and ſold annually, the greateſt part of which is conſumed in this 
pariſh and neighbourhood. In conſequence of our vicinity to England, 
as in other bordering pariſhes, wages and the price of labour are generally 
high, as many of the young people of both ſexes go into Cumberland, 
where a male ſervant can have from L. 8 to L. 12 and upwards, and a fe- 

| male 


ts. Meal is from xs. 6d. to 25. the ſtone of 17/4 lb. The preſent average 95 
* price of beef and veal, is 37 d. the Ib; of mutton and lamb, 35 d. and of wh 
| pork 4 d. the lb. of 16 ounces. A turkey is fold at 3s. a gooſe at 28. 6d. mi 
d, a hen at 8 d. a duck at 8 d. cheeſe at 3 d. and butter at 6d. the Ib. of 16 | | 1 
ſe ounces. The prices of proviſions of all kinds are greatly increaſed of 1; 4B 
1d late years. The farmers here live leſs on butter and cheeſe, than they Þ 
5 ſeem to have done formerly. They think that they find an advantage in x x 
: ſelling theſe articles, and in buying butcher-meat. There is an exceed- 1 
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ais cbbol, Poar. The ſiipend is L. $60 Scots, N. 
W L. 60 Scots for communion- elements, and 5 chal. 
ders of vidual, two thirds of which are payable in meal, 
and the other third in bear, amounting, communibus anni, 
to about L. 120 Sterling. Ihe glebe is but ſmall, and 
dies at the diſtance of more than two miles from the church, 
which renders it leſs valuable to the miniſter, In the 1989 
and 1790, the church and offices were all new built, and 
the manſe repaired at a conſiderable expenſe. Lord Mans. 
field is patron.—There is in the pariſh one ſchoolmaſter 
only, who has a ſalary of z00 merks Scots. This, and the 
ſchool-wages, including an houſe and garden, may amount 
to about L. 20 Sterling annually. . The ſchoal-houſe, and 
the houſe in which the ſchoolmaſter refides, were both 
built not many years ago, and are at preſent in excellent 


male ſervant from L. 4 to L.6 yearly, and ſometimes for the ſpring and 
. harveſt, quarters, a ſtout young man will get from L. 3, 10 s. to L. 4, 10s. 
* eſpecially in the autumn. It is believed that the wages of labouring ſer- 
vants are nearly the ſame in this diſtrict. From Candiemas to Martin- 
mas the wages of a day-labourer are 1 s. 2 d. without victuals, and 8d. 
with them, and in the winter quarter, they are 1 8. without victuals, and 
6 d. with them. Men and women have only 8 d. a- day for reaping, when 
their proviſions are furniſhed them, and 1 8. 2 d. when they furniſh their 
own proviſions. Tradeſmen, ſuch as maſons and joiners, have 1 8. 8 d. + 
day without, and 1 8. 2 d. with meat, brieklayers and laters, 2 8. 6d. 
Tailors 8 d. with, and 1 3. 2 d. without their victuals. But all theſe ge- 
nerally work by the piece. With theſe wages, the induſtrious tradeſman 
and labourer ſupport their families in a pretty decent and comfortable 
manner, if ſickneſs, bad weather, &c. nen ow not from following 
l̃heir reſpective employments. ; get 


A labourer's annual earnings may be as follows : 


Js. a-week for the ſummer and harveſt quarters, 3 "8 Es 
6 8. a-week for the winter and ſpring quarters, | — 716 0 


Total annual earnings, L. 16 18 0 


The 


ey Graitney. 


repair. There are generally two, and ſometimes three o- 
ther perſons, who teach in different parts of the pariſh. 
They are paid by the ſcholars, and may make about E. 14 
or L. 15 each yearly.— The number of perſons on the 
poors roll, taken at an average of the laſt 5 years, is 24. 
There are no funds in the pariſh for their ſupport, but the 
_ Rs amountin 3 to * L. 18 yearly *. 
Antiquities. 
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ler The — e of a . 8 family, confifng of himſelf, a wife, 
and four ſmall children, may be as follows: | 


Houſe rent, including a ſmall garden and potato-ground, Lt 0 


0 

unt TS ſtones of bat meal a-week, at ts. 8 d. the ſtone, 5 40 0 
and Milk and butter a Week, n — . 2 12 0 
oth T es afl ſugar, a- year, 1 — — O 15 0 
ont Soap, candles, and ſalt, &c. _ — * — o 15 © 
; Tear and wear of their Sunday? s clothes, — e 
all. A working Jacket, veſt, breeches, ſhirts, pe ce clogs, | 

handkerchief, and hat, for the man, — 110 0 
and Abed gown, petticoats, ſhift, Kockiogs, clogs, liandkerckief, -- 
98 and cap, for his wife, — — — 13 90 
er- A new veſt, breeches, &c. for ny of the ſos children, at 
in. 10 8. each ſuit, — _ 2 0 0 
d. School-wages for tw¾o of the dill: — 0 12 0 
nd a pL e ui „ ͤo 
en — 


| Total annual expenſes, L. 18 14 © 


The annual expenſes exteed the man's annual earnings L. 1, r6s.; but 
the deficiency may be made up by the wife's induſtry, as ſhe generally 
works in hay time and harveſt, by which ſhe may earn about L. 1, at an 
average, and by ſpinning the remainder of the year, may earn about I 6. a- 
week, beſides doing the buſineſs of her family, When potatoes are A 
good crop, there will be a ſaving in the article of oat-meal, which is gene- 
rally expended i in purchaſing better e or a little butcher-· meat. 
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3 | Friendly Society of Kirkpatr i paltry e The object | 

of this ſociety is to provide a fund for the ſupport of the labouring part of 
the community here, when they are rendered incapable of carning a live- 
lihood for themſelves by ſickneſs or old age. It was inſtituted about fix 
years 
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Antiquities —The remains of a Druidical temple are fit 


to be ſeen on the farm of Graitney Mains. It is of an o- 


val form, and incloſes about half an acre of ground: It is 
formed of large rough whin or -moorſtones, which muſt 
have been brought from a conſiderable ' diſtance, there be- 
ing no ſtones of this kind within 10. or 12 miles of this 
place. One of the largeſt of theſe ſtones, which is com- 
monly called Lochmaben ſtone, meaſures 118 cubical feet, 
the total weight of which, ſuppoſing each cubical foot to 
weigh 12 ſtone, muſt be 20 tons and upwards. The reſt 
are conſiderably ſmaller. The ſite of this temple is ſaid 
to be famous for having been the place where alliances 
were anciently formed between the two nations. The re. 
mains of two or three ſquare towers are ſtill to be ſeen in 
different parts of the pariſh. They ſeem to have been 
places of defence againſt the incurſions of the Engliſh bor. 
derers. There are in the poſſeſſion of James Graham, for- 
merly of this pariſh, but now in the pariſh of Dornoch, 
29 ſmall filver coins, which were found incloſed in a fmall 
wooden box, in a moſs near the Hirſt; 25 of them are 
about the fize of ſixpences, and the remaining four ſome- 
What ſmaller. A few of them ſeem to have been ſtruck 
at Canterbury, but the greateſt part of them at London, 
apparently in the reign of one of the King Edward's, but 
there 1s no legible Eats < on any of them. 


Natural 


years ago, and is compoſed chiefly of labourers and mechanics. Several of 
the principal farmers in both pariſhes alſo have become members of thi 
ſociety, merely with a view to encourage it, from a conviction, that it 1: 
an excellent inſtitution, and, if properly conducted, may be productive 
of much advantage to a very deſerving deſcription of men. Each mem. 
ber contributes a ſmall ſum quarterly, which is gradually accumulating 
into à fund; from which every member in diſtreſs draws a ſtated allow- 
ance weekly, according to the regulations of the ſociety. Several of the 
members have already derived much advantage from this inſtitution. | 
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Natural Cariofty—In autumn 1992, the tackſmen of 
a free ſtone quarry, belonging to the then Viſcount of Stor- 
mont, and lying near the foot of the water of Kutle, in 
working the ſame, diſcovered a maſs of tar, incruſted on 


all ſides with the rock. The hollow in which it was 
found, would have held about 1+ gallons Scotch meaſure, 


and the quantity of tar found was about 14 Engliſh pints. 
When the tar was tried, it burned in the fire like common 
tar, extracted from fir, but had a ſulphureous ſmell. It 
was ſoft when found, and became fluid in the fire. The 


rock in which it was found is a white freeſtone, of a good 


quality. The werkmen are of opinion, that it has pro- 
ceeded from a ſpring on the north · weſt fide of the quarry. 
This ſpring leaves a black flimy ſubſtance like tar; and 
this OI as they think, oozing through the foot * 
producec * maſs delonbed above. 81 5 8 0 


Filage of FR field. —In the year 1791. a new village 


was begun on the farm of Springtield, belonging to Sir 


William Maxwell, where upwards of 46 houſes have been 
already built, or are now building. This village is fituated 


on a dry healthy foil, upon an eminence above the Sark, 


the river which is here the boundary of the united king- 
doms. The plan of the village is perfectly regular. The 


ſtreets are 50 feet wide, and the houſes are all built of 


freeſtone or bricks, and covered with blue ſlate. A great 
part of the land adjacent to the village, and belonging to 


the proprietor, has been incloſed, and the fences planted 
with quicks and hedge-rows of trees. Each ſettler is ac- 


commodated with an incloſure of 6 or 4 acres at a mode- 
rate rent, and upon a leaſe for 19 years. The building 
leaſes are for 99 years. Several weavers are now ſettling 
in this village, and as the proprietor is exerting himſelf for 
the eſtabliſhment of manufactures of different kinds, there 
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ſeems to be little doubt of this village becoming a very con- 
ſiderable place in a ſhort time, from the many ad vantage: 
which it poſſeſſes with reſpe& to its ſituation. Both coal and 
| peat are to be had here at no great diſtance, and at a mode- 
rate expenſe. There is a ſmall river contiguous to the 
village, and the ſea-port at Sarkfoot is not above a mile 
diſtant from it. The great road from England by Moffat 
to Edinburgh and Glaſgow, and the great road by Dum- 


fries to Port. Patrick, and by Dumfries, Sanqufrar, Muir. 


kirk, &c. to Glaſgow, all pafs through this village. 


Road. There are two turnpike roads which paſs through 
this pariſh. The road from England by Moffat to Edin- 

burgh and to Glaſgow, by Hamilton, and the road from 
_ England by Drumfries to Port-Patrick, and to Glaſgow by 
Sanquhar, Muirkirk, &. and which roads ſeparate at Head- 

leſs-Crofs, about 200 yards to the weſtward n the new vil. 
lage of 85 gfield “. *. | 


Graitney-Hall. This banks, in ieh an beritr former- 
ly reſided, is now fitted up in a very elegant and commo- 
dious manner as an inn by the Earl of Hopeton, the pro- 
dien where poſt-chaiſes are th and every aecommo- 
dation 


* There were no turnpike roads in this part of the country till the year 


1777, when an act of Parliament was obtained for repairing certain roads 


in the county of Dumfries, by the aid of tolls, and for commuting the ſta- 


rute- labour; the truſtees under that act being empowered to aſſeſs the 
- proprietors and occupiers of land, in a ſum not exceeding 12 8. on each 
100 merks of valuation, for the purpoſes of repairing, and keeping in re- 
pair, the different roads within the county The benefit which has been 
derived from this act of Parliament has been univerſally felt and acknow- 
ledged; and it is from that period, and from this circumſtance, that every 
real and extenſive improvement in this part of the country, and in the 
county of Dumfries, is to be dated, and has ariſen. 
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dation may be had that is to be found in the beſt inns in 


England. 


Miſcellaneous 0B/ervations—There are 2 bridges, the 
one of one arch over the Sark, and the other of two arches 
on the Port- Patrick road over the Kirtle, lately rebuilt in 


a very ſubſtantial manner. There is an exceedingly good 


wheat, barley and oat mill, well ſupplied with water, 


where the greateſt part of the grain in the pariſh 1s grind- 


ed. We have very little natural wood. There is a plan- 
tation of full grown trees at Graitney-Hall, and there are 


ſeveral belts and clumps of young plantations in different 
parts of the pariſh, which in time will be a very great or- 


nament to this part of the country. The common fuel u- 


ſed here 1s peats. The expenſes of cutting, drying and 


leading them may be eſtimated at about 18. the cart- load. 
Coals are brought from Archerbeck in the pariſh of Can- 


nobie. They coſt 1s. 6d. the cart-load at the pit. They 


are hKewiſe brought by water-carriage from Cumberland. 
By landing them on the Engliſh fide, the payment of the 


duty is evaded, and they colt 6 s. the ton, or 3s. the cart- 


load. Theſe are perhaps. cheaper than the Archerbeck 


coal, which are about 10 miles diſtant from this place. 


NOTE. 
Clandeſtine Marriagen.— This pariſh has been long famous in 
the annals of matrimonial adventure, for the marriages of fugitive 


lovers from England, which have been celebrated here. People living at 
a diſtance erroneouſly ſuppoſe, that the regular and eſtabliſhed clergyman 


of this pariſh is the celebrator of thoſe marriages : Whereas the perſons 
who follow this illicit practice, are mere impoſtors, prieſts of their own 
erection, who have no right whatever, either to marry, or to exerciſe : 
any part of the clerical function. There are, at preſent, more than one of 


this deſcription in this place But the greateſt part of the trade is mono- 
poliſed by a man who was originally a tobacconiſt, and not a blackſmith, 
as is generally believed. He is a fellow without literature, without prin- 
cples, without morals, and without manners. His life is a continued 
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0 gene of drankedned His irregular conduct has rendered him an objeg _ 
of deteſtation to all the ſober and virtuous part of the neighborhood, 
Such is the man (and the deſcription is not exaggerated). who has had 
the honour to join, in the ſacred bonds of wedlock, many people of great 


rank and fortune from all parts of England. It is 40 years and upwards 
ſince marriages of this kind began to be celebrated here. At the loweſt 
computation about bo are ſuppoſed to be ſolemnized annually in this 
place. Taken at an average through. the year, they may be eſtimated at 


15 guineas each; conſequently this traffic brings in about L. 945 a year. 
The form of ceremony, when any ceremony is uſed, is that of the Church 
of England. On ſome occaſions, particularly when the parſon is intoxi- 
| cated, which is often the caſe, a certificate only is given. The certificate 


is ſigned by the parſon himſelf, and two witnefles GENTE fictitious figna- 


tures The following is a 
Copy of one of theſe cen in the original NEW 
* This is to ſartfay all perſons that my be conſernid, that A. B from 
the pariſh of C. and in county of D. and E F. from the pariſh of G. and 
in the county of H. and both comes before me and deelayred themſeleſ 
both to be ſingle perſons, and now mayried by the forme of the Kuk of 


Scotland, and agreible to the C __ of England, and givine ondre my 
hand, this 18th day of March, 1793.” 


"Ht As ende of 6 civilized conntry, to permit ſuch 
irregularities to be practiſed with impunity ? And is it not a reflection 


on the good ſenſe and diſcernment of the Nobility and Gentry of ng. 
land, (for ſome of the Engliſh Nobility have been married here), to ſuffer 


themſelves to be en upon, and their n to be Huey by ſuch | 


miſcreants : 4 


N UM: 
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NUMBER XXXVI 
PARISH or DUNLOP, 
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(Coxxr or 47. SYNOD. oF e AND Ars, 
\DRESBYTERY or IRVINE). 


| By the Rev. Mr Thomas BRISBANE. 


Name, Extent, Rivulets, Wc. 5 


Ornixe is ſeemingly more arbitrary and capricions 
than the names of places, and nothing is for that rea- 


ſon perhaps lefs attended to and underſtood ; owing. as we 
ſuppoſe, their origin to mere fancy or arbitrary will, we 


think them unworthy of a ſerious inveſtigation , and that 
every attempt to account for them, is but a confirmation 
of what we ſuppoſe. On the other extreme, is the opi- 


mon of thoſe who allow, indeed, that they may be traced, 


and their meaning aſcertained, but that in order to this, an- 
cient times muſt be conſulted, and ancient tales be belie- 
ved. Whatever, therefore, comes ſtamped with this au- 


thority, and has any relation, though but in {ound to the 
name, is admitted as a matter of importance, und ſufficient 
to ſettie every inquiry of this Kiud, 10 iuch perions the 


marvellous 
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$34 
- marvellous and improbable are f far from being objections, 
that they rather appear to be natural for the times that 
gave them birth, and neceſſary to give dignity and perma- 
nancy to what they were intended to expreſs. It is for 
this reaſon, that the names of places have been explained! in 
the moſt fanciful manner, and circumſtances adduced i in the 
explication of them, that exceed every degree of probabi- 
lity, and are evidently falſe. The name before us, as ac- 
counted for by ſome, is one of theſe. According to them, 

there was among the Danes who infeſted this country, a 
man of extraordinary ſtrength and ſtature, and that upon a 
time, to ſhow I ſuppoſe his extraordinary foliy, he made a 
remarkable leap from a hill in the neighbourhood of the 
place where the church now ſtands, and that to this inci- 
dent the hill itſelf and the pariſh are indebted for their 
name. But without examining into the merits of this tiory, 
or regretting that it had not been more circumſtantially 
told, we need only obſerve, that the name is with much 
more probability derived from an old and ręſpectable fami- 
ly in the pariſh, or from its hilly appearance Dun: lep or 
Dun: luib, ſignifying, in Gaelic, © a winding or circuitous 
hill;” and were we to credit the tradition, tbat che houſe of 
Dunlop ſtood originally on the top of Dunlop-hull, we 
might be led from this circumſtance, and the appearance of 
the ground about it, to ſuppoſe, that it might be called, in 
the language of the times, the houſe on, or the houſe ot the 
winding lull, and that the family itſelf might afterward 
aſſume that name, and give it to the pariſn. The pariſh is 
of an oblong figure, being about 7 Engliſh miles long, and 
2 broad. It is bounded by the pariſhes of Neilſton, 
From the firſt of theſe it is ſepa- 
rated in front by a ſmall burn or brook on the E. from the 
ſecond in the ſame manner on the S. and from the laſt by 
Lugton on the N. This has its ſource in the pariſh of 
I | Nelliton, 


Roc 
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Keithon, is well ftored with fiſh, eſpecially trout, and is at 


preſent only worthy of notice for the extent of country 

through which it paſſes, and the winding courſe which it 
takes in its progreſs to Garnoch, which it turns in the 
neighbourhood of Kilwinning. There are no rivers, and 
but 2 burns in the pariſh, one of which is conſiderable e- 
nough to afford a ſufficient ſupply of water during the win- 
ter, and in wet ſeaſons, to the mills which are erected on 


it, and is ſaid to contain the charhe or chare, a ſpecies of 


trout 1. the Anent quality, 


Sk 45 means of the Oe which interſect! it in dit. 


ferent places, there is an eaſy acceſs to every part of the 
pariſh, and likewiſe to the country and town around it. In 


conſequence of this, the people have frequent and friendly 
intercourſe with one another, know the value of every 


thing they have to fell, and can bring it to the beſt mar- 
ket. To the ſame canſe, perhaps, may be aſcribed that po- 


liſh and urbanity which they have in common with their 
neighbours, and that fondneſs for dreſs wich 1 18 fo obſerva- 
ble on Poor occaſions. 


3 Soi . Produce.— The pariſh of Dunlop may 


be ſaid to ſtand upon high ground, and to conſiſt of a great 


variety of hills. None of theſe, however, are remarkable 


tor their height, but many of them for the beautiful and 


extenſive proſpects which they give, and all of them for the 
rich graſs which they produce, ariſing from an elevated 
baſe, which occupies great part of the pariſh. The ground, 
though hilly, is of eaſy acceſs, and well adapted to the pur- 
poſes of paſture and agriculture For the ſame reaſon, it 
abounds in ſprings of excellent water ; and being moreover 
within a few miles of the ſea, it is bleſſed with a pure and 
deakhful air. In conſequence of chis, the people are 1ub- 
ject 
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je& to few diſeaſes, and generally live to a good old age; 
In the weſtern parts of. the pariſh, the ſoil is either light 
or of a thin clay, and towards the E. the prevailing ſoil is 
deep and heavy, with a cold wet bottom. And this, it is 
| probable, has given riſe to a practice unknown in other 

parts of the country, and which ſtrangers are apt to con- 
ſider as fooliſh and unaccountable. The cuftom is, to 
plough with 4 horſes and 3 men; 2 of the men are em- 
ployed in the uſual way ; but the third, with a long pole 
fixed to the beam of the plough, direas the beam, and af. 
| fiſts the ploughman. By this mode, of an ancient date 
among them, they imagine they do more and better work 
in the ſame time, than could be done by any other method: 
But whether the advantages of this, ſuppoſing them to be 
real, will overbalance the expenſe of an additional horſe 
and ſervant, 1s certainly a queſtion of ſome importance, 
eſpecially to thoſe who have nothing but cuſtom to juſtify 
their continuance of it. In a place like this, where the 
farms are ſmall, and where the ploughing is carried on by 
two neighbours jointly, this*expenſe is indeed not to rea- 
dily perceived; yet ſtill it muſt be for their intereſt to per- 
ceive it, and for their credit, as proper farmers, to retrenc 
it. From what has been ſaid concerning the difference of 
foil, it is eaſy to ſce that there will be a difference alſo in 
what 1t produces. The crops accordingly, which are uſual- 
ly oats, are better and more productive in the firſt and ſe. 
| cond, than they are in the third diviſion of ſoil ; thoſe of 
the former yielding from 17 to 19, and thoſe of the latter 
but from 12 to 15 pecks of meal the boll. The average 
rate, however, of meal the boll, for the whole pariſh, will 
not exceed 14 pecks, though the boll here contains a bulbel 
more than it does in mott other counties in Scotland. And 
what may appear a little ſtrange for a pariſh not of great 
| : | extent 
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extent, the harveſt is concluded ſome ſeaſons five * ſooner in 


the weſtern than it 1s in the eaſtern extremity of it. But the 
principal produce, or manufacture, as it may be called, of the 


pariſh, is cheeſe. For this it has been long known and diſtin- 


guiſned, inſomuch that all the cheeſe made in the coun- 
try about it, when carried to Paiſley, Glaſgow, or farther, 
goes by the name of Dunlop cheeſe, and finds a better 


market on that account. Nor is this preference to be aſ- 
cribed altogether to prejudice ; for it is certainly as good as 


ever it was, and equal, if not ſuperior, to what is made any 


where elſe. The practice of making ſweet-milk cheeſe, 


as it is called, was firſt introduced into this pariſh by one 


Barbara Gilmour, whoſe grandſon is ſtill living, and is pro- 


prietor of the ſame farm. Having gone to Ireland, to a- 


void the hardihips which people were then expoſed to on 
account of religion, ſhe is ſaid to have brought it with her 


when ſhe returned about the time of the Revolution. Since 
that period, cheeſe has been the great and almoſt the only 
buſineſs of Dunlop. Senfible that their ſituation was more 
favourable tor this than for any other purpoſe, the people 
beſtowed upon it the greateſt care, and turned it to the beſt 


advantage.— They have incloſed their ground, have but * 


third or fourth of it in tillage, and the reft in graſs, which 
is always a plentiful crop, and of the fineſt quality. They 
are very attentive both to the colour and ſhape of their 
cows, which are rather ſmall than otherwiſe, and common- 
ly of their own raiſing. And as theſe feed in incloſures, 


free from the reſtraints of herding, and are not brought in- 


to houſes during the night, from the beginning of May to 
the end of harveſt, the quantity of milk which they give 
is very great. I am ſorry that under this article J cannot 


give the reader all the information I could with, either as 


Vote . 3 05 


* Perhaps the word omitted by the author is © weeks.“ 
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to the number of cows that is kept, or the quantity of 
_ Cheeſe that is made in the pariſh. The people were a. 
larmed when queſtioned about theſe things, and alleging 
that this was valuing their farms, they refuſed to give me 
any ſatisfaction on this head; only from what I could col. 
lect, fo far as I went with this view, I ſhould ſappoſe that 
there may be about 758 cows kept, and about 10,612 ſtones 
of cheeſe made in it annually, which is equal to L. 3714, 
48. at 78. a-ſtone, the market-price at preſent. And to 
this they are well entitled, both on account of the quantity 
and quality of their cheeſe, For as this is the produce of 
the richeſt paſture, and the beſt cows. ſo nothing can exceed 
their integrity and cleanlineſs in manufacturing it. Like 
that made in ſome of the counties of England, it appears to 
great diſad vantage when new, but improves by age and proper 
Keeping. The valued rent of the pariſh is L. 4115, 175. 

6d. Scots. The real rent upwards of L. 3090 Sterling“. 
EE Population. 


* It might be expected, in a country like this, which is all incloſel, 
that there would be a good deal of plantation, or at leaſt that hedge-rows 
would be frequent and in a thriving condition. The truth is, though 
trees be neceſlary both in point of utility and ornament, and though na- 
ture points with an high hand as it were to many places where theſe 
ſhould be; yet they are only to be found in ſmall numbers, where an 
houſe ſtands, or where one has ſtood. This general obſervation, how. 
ever, admits of two exceptions. Mr Dunlop of Dunlop has planted 
ſome thoulands of trees of different kinds within theſe few years; and 
from his good taſte and great attention, there is every reaſon to expect 
that he will proceed on a larger ſcale. The late Mr Muir of Caldwall 
was a man of the fineſt taſte, and in nothing perhaps did his ſuperiority 
in that more appear, than in the manner in which he has laid off his 
ground, and placed his different plantations. Theſe, ſkirting and inter- 
ſectiug his ſev- ral farms, add both to their beauty and value ; and afford 
a pleaſant proof, how much the face of a country, naturally bleak and 
unpropitious, may be changed and improved. But an example of thi> 

kind was not likely to be followed by thoſe whote properties are but 
ſmall, and whoſe ſtudy is economy, reſiding the greater part of them or 
their own farms, and depending in a great meaſure on lat they produce, 
they 
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_ Tank or riches, may call forth our eſteem or admiration ; but thoſe in e. 
qual ſtation with ourſelves call forth our emulation, and theſs | 
ative principles by which we are urged from one thing to ano- 
ther, and always farther than we would otherwiſe go, merely that 
we may preſerve our equality, and our wonted diſtinction from 
thoſe beneath us; and when we attribute one part of their improvement 
to this, it is natural to hope, that ſome time or other the ſame principle 
will operate as powerfully towards their improvement in other reſpects ; 


= N the nakedneſs of the land will no longer ſtare every Granger in 
© ace. | 


— n 
7 — 2D 


of Population. — According to Dr Webſter's report, the "8 
a. aumber of ſouls then was 796. At the concluſion of the bl 
ng year 1791, the population of the pariſh, and the diviſion of 0 
ne Wl its inhabitants, were according to the following table : wo 
ol. Population 50 years ago, - - 600 #8 
lat in the year 1791, — - 779 1 
es Average of marriages, ] for 12 years, | 8 1 
4, —————-- births, as above com- 16 l 
to —_— ce 4-2. 08 
* Inhabitants in the village, CCTV itt 9 
of | — — — country, — Us 667 1 | 9 
1 Number of males, — - - 389 i, 
4 —— females, 1 li 
* — — Arg under 10 years of age, 166 „ 
8 N = between 10 and 20, 171 11 
— — — — — — — — Aa d 0. 7 18 1 
TT, I 20 and 50, 3 : wr 
— . 5o and 7 99 140 
2 — —v—y— 7 and 100 25 1 
| „„ Number | 
$ they conſider every ſpot they poſſeſs as of immediate uſe, and uſeful only f io 
1 as it bears a crop, or feeds a cow. Plans. therefore, of diſtant proſpect, ] 1 
, and of future advantage, but which muſt be attended with preſent ex- 7 
. penſe, are ſeldom thought of, and never adopted. Under theſe circum- | Bt! 
J ſtances, it is not to be wondered at, if the pariſh is, with reſpect to trees, 1 
what it was in the days of their fathers, very naked and bare; in- 5 Nt 
deed, after what has been ſaid, the reader will be ſurpriſed when he is 1's 
| told, that in no pariſh of the ſame limits, and inhabited by ſo plain and 1 li 
frugal a people, will he find a greater number of good ſubſtantial houſes. þ | $ $i 
Many of theſe are ſlated, and finithed in a ſtyle that ſhows what might be Mi! 
done in other things, was there the. ſame inducement. Thoſe above us in 8 4 
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Number ine, : 160 


— married perſons, . 
—— TROY, „„ theta iereng 1 6 
| — nnn reſiding, "EY 41 
£ —!n non-refiding, . 17 
— tenants, | 8 i 
—— male: ſervants 332 
| female-ſervants, _ e 
eee maſons, FP 3 . g . 
— Weavers, - „ 
—— Carpenters or wrights, 5 6 
— ſmiths, „ „ « 
—- ſhoe makers, „ 
—= talors, 88 SI a 
| —- labourers, A 4 23 
; — ee oy 3 
—— poor, e | 4 6Y 
Capital of their ſtock, about „ EY 
Annual income, about 37 
Number of churches, . 35 
clergyman 1 
— ſchools, = - „ 
ſchoolmaſter, - „„ 
Language, 


* With 3 to the W of the dt 0 years ago, it is a lit. 


Ue uncertain, whether the number therein ſtated comprehended every in- 


dividual, or theſe only who were of age to be examined. If the latter on- | 


1y, the number of the people would be much the ſame then with what it is 
at preſent; but it is mote probable that the firſt was the caſe, as the di- 
viſion of property has been frequent, and the number of proprietors con- 


ſiderably increaſed fince that time. With reſpec to the liſt of perſons | 


between 70 and 109, it may be obſerved, that 17 of theſe were from 79 
| to 80, and 8 of them from that to 100; 2 of theſe are ſince dead, 1 of 
them aged 85, and eine other due The wok unn inſtances of 
8 3 | longevity 
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Language, Cuſtoms and Charafter With re wel to the 


people in general, and thoſe things which mark and diſtin- 


guiſh em, it may be obſerved, that they retain nothing 


of 


longevity of "his years, were e James Anderſon, 885 died at the advan- 
ced age of 100, and John Andrew, ſo old as 102 according to the report 
of his family. As to proprietors and tenants, it may be noticed, that 
there are but few of the former whoſe properties are extenſive, and of the 


latter whoſe farins are large; and as the greater part of each of theſe 


is in graſs, the labour of the female becomes more neceſſary than that of 
the male ſervant to manage them. And this accounts for the diſpropor- 


tion that is between them. The number of both however is diminiſhed 


during the winter, both becauſe they are leſs neceſſary, and becauſe 
their wages are very high, The men get from L. 4 to L 6, and the wo- 
men from L. 2 to L. 2, 10s. for the half-year. From which it is obvious 


to remark, that lahour is very expenſive here. The wages of an ordi- 


nary labourer are from 1 8. 4d. to 18. 6 d. a-day, from the beginning of 


February to the end of November, and in time of harveſt they are still 


higher, as then he gets the ſame wages and his proviſions alſo. How to 
account for this it muſt be conſidered, that there are but few of this 


elaſs, and that theſe few live within two hours walk of the great works 


in a neighbouring pariſh, where they can find employment at all times 
and on their own terms. Having a ſituation ſo iuviting always before 
them, and circumſtances of advantage, which it is not their intereſt to 
neglect, ſo eaſily in their power, it is natural for them to avail themſelves 
of them, which they accordingly never fail to do; fo that it is impoſſible 
to ſay what the price of labour, and where labourers may be found in a 
tew years in this part of the country, From what I have ſaid, it will be 
eaſily inferred, that there are none of theſe works within the bounds of 
this charge; and conſidering its diſtance from coal and fuel of every kind, 
and its deficiency in water to anſwer theſe purpoſes, it is more than pro- 
bable that none of them ever will be in it. Nor is this a-matter of any 
regret to me, how much ſoever I may ſuffer with others, from the cauſes 
which prevent them. For although EF rejoice in the proſperity of my 


country, and in every thing that tends to the improvement and hap- 


pineſs of mankind, yet in the caſe alluded to, there is reaſon, I appre- 
hend, to rejoice with trembling. Works that depend ſo much on the 
labour of the young, and that muſt neceſſarily crowd ſo many of them 
together, muſt be hurtful to their health, and holding out an early and 
ſtrong temptation to indigent and negligent parents to part with their 
children, at a time when they ſhould be attending to that education which 
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of the 3 which was erighuly ſpoken i in the coun. 
try, except the names of ſome places, which are evidently 
Gaelic, ſuch as Knockmead, Duniflat, &c. Breckenhaugh, 
(which is a Scotch word), is the name of one of the fineſt 
natural objects that is to be met with in this part of the 
country; for walking upon level ground, which ſeems to 
be of conſiderable extent in all directions, we come, without 
i. ir, to the N of che hill, where we are ſtruck 

with 


is neceſſary to form their minds, and ſecure their uſefulneſs, they mult be 
eventually at leaſt hurtful to their manners; not to mention, that by col- 
lefting ſo many people of all deſcriptions into one place, they may mate- 
rially affect, if not exhauſt the funds of the poor. But it is not my inten- 
tion to reflect upon works, in which human ingenuity ſeems to be carried 
almoſt as far as it can go, and in which perſons of the firſt character and 
greateſt reſpectability are concerned. And therefore I remark, that as ts 
what relates to the poor, thoſe ſtated in the table are not the only per- 
ſons who receive from the funds. There are beſides theſe, ſeveral others 
whom it is found neceſſary to aſſiſt from time to time, but who are not 
entered on the poors liſt, becauſe they are able to do ſomething for them- 
ſelves, and that they may be the more induſtrious. The capital of their 
fund commenced about 60 years ago in the time of Mr Rouat. He was 
what is called a popular preacher, and popular with this peculiarity, that 
he was equally eſteemed by the great and the common people; and be. 
ing well attended every Sabbath by both, the collections were ſuch as to 
enable the ſeſſion or veſtry, to raiſe a little, as a ſtock, which has been 
increaſing ever ſince, and is now pretty conſiderable. The intereſt ariſing 
from this and the contributions at the church door on Sundays form the 
annual income, which is appropriated to the exigencies of the poor, and 
is uſually more than ſufficient to anſwer their demands and to put them 
above the neceſſity of begging. Begging, however, is daily practiſed by 
thoſe who come from other places. Reſtrained from following this at 
home, and knowing how ready the people here are to liſten to them, and 
relieve them, they pour in upon them from every quarter, and importune 
them every hour. But that cannot be charity which brin gs abroad the 
idle and the diſeaſed, and that cannot be charity which diſtributes with 
an indiſcriminating hand, Charity thinketh no evil, but charity muſt 
think the truth; and while it does, it muſt as infallibly lead us to dif- 


countenance begging, as it will lead us to be parcitul, and full of com 
paſſion to the poor. 
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i- Wl vith the greatneſs of the height, and the grandeur of the 
y valley below. In this fituation, we feel every thing which 
1, the magnificent can inſpire, not without a wiſh to retire 
from it with all convenient ſpeed. —The language which 
le they ſpeak is a mixture of ; Scotch and Engliſh, and has 
o no other ſingularity, but the flow drawling manner in 
It which it is ſpoken, and that they uniformly pronounce 
k ſow, ſat-w, and mow, mai-w. The only cuſtom which 
th they may be ſaid to retain is that of having great and ex- 
penſive burials, It is no unuſual thing when a wealthy 
perſon dies, to invite two or three pariſhes to attend his fu- 
neral; and as they are limited to no particular hour, great 
IJ part of the day 1s taken up in coming to it, and waiting 
d on it. But the loſs of labour, and the loſs of time, are not ; 
the only evils that follow it; it becomes oppreſſive to thoſe 
who cannot afford the expenſe, but who, from vanity or 
3 pride, muſt continue the cuſtom. Many things have been 
t objects of taxation, and were this as univerſal as it is unne- 
8 ceſſary, it would be wiſe and merciful in the Legiſlature 
not to exempt it. In deſcribing their character, it may 
1 be juſtly ſaid, that they are of the principles of the Church 
I of Scotland, and that theſe have the happieſt influence on 
0 their civil and religious conduct. Warmly attached to 
the conſtitution in Church and State, they are zealouſſy 
affected for the intereſts of both, and are almoſt as rarely 
d ſeen to ſeparate from the church as they are heard to be 
n diſloyal to their King. Nor are they leſs exemplary in 
the other duties of their ſtation; ſo that it but ſeldom hap- 
1 pens, that any of them are addicted to the common vices 
e of the age; and there are but few of them who cannot 
e ſhow, that the hand of the diligent maketh rich. Among 
a people of this complexion, taverns cannot be numerous, 
. nor be attended with bad effects; for few will be inclined 
p to keep them, where little buſimeſs and little profits are to 
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„ tpe 

be expected. There would accordingly be ſtill fewer than 5 
the preſent number in the pariſh, were it not for the pu- been 
blic roads, which are frequented by ſtrangers, and from juſt t 
whoth uy _ derive their e rai {mall as it is. being 
: Roots fafiond "I Seipend, School, &c.— The next article wy 

in order is the church, under which it may be proper to iſue 
give ſome account of it in ancient and modern times. MW x to 
Dunlop was one of the many pariſhes that had been ap- me 


propriated to the monaſtery of Kilwinning, and of which pleſl 
that monaſtery became the beneficiary or titular. This is 
evident from a tranſaction between the Commendator of MM the 
Kilwirning and Cuninghame of Arket, in the year 1581, Lad) 
whereby the former gives in tack to the latter the whole ſtill! 
teinds, parſonage and vicarage, of the pariſh of Dunlop, for 
a certain number of years, and with the exception of cer- bo! 
' tain lands therein ſpecified, At an early period, therefore, 


and as ſoon perhaps as it was deſigned a pariſh, it may be M dhe. 
ſappoſed, that it would have a pariſh-church, and that the 05 
church may have ſtood at firſt at a place which is called the navi 


| Temple-houſe to this day. But when it was built, and firſt 
| how long it continued there, cannot be known, as there is 


It is 
no veſtige of it remaining, and as the tradition concerning it oray 
| is almoſt gone. The next place where we find it, althcugh 3 
| | equally uncertain of the time of its erection, is in a fitus- it W 
= - tion which was happily choſen for the purpoſes of dure- 5 
VN tion in thoſe days, flanding at the bottom of a rock, ex. 

tending itſelf in the form of a breaſt-work, and unde: * 
the gloom of the trees and bruſhwood with which it would 1 1 
be covered. It poſſeſſed every thing that was requiſite to 0 
inſpire the worſhippers with reverence, and to promote the nr 
ſeverity of their acts of mortification, which the nature Han 
of their fin, or the pleaſure of their prieſt, might enjoin; 2 


but whether it was cuſtomary in theſe caſes, to repair to a 
wi 7 DIS kf 
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latge detached ſtone in the field above, and there to per- 


form part of them, is ſome what doubtful. The ſtone has 
been called, time immemorial, Thugirtſtane, for the reaſon 
juſt now hinted, ſay the people, but more probably for its 
being found by itſelf; Thugirtſtane being a corruption or 


ati abbreviation of The girt or great ſtone. Hard by the 
church was a ſpring, which ſtill continues, and from which 


iſues a ſtream of the fineſt water, and in ſuch abundance 
as to fill a bore of 2 inches diameter. It is ſtyled in, all 


the old writings, which mention it, the Chaplainry of the 


bleſſed Virgin Mary, which ſhows, that it was dedicated to 
her; and that the ſtepping ſtones in the burn, over which 


the people paſled in their way thither, were called the 


Lady's Steps, for the ſame reaſon ; which name the place 


ſtill retains, although there be now a bridge at it. From 
what remains of it, it appears to have been a ſmall houle, 
but large enough, it may be preſumed, to accommodate the 
inhabitants, which, probably it did till the Reformation, 


when it was either deſerted or deſtroyed. In a different and 
more elevated ſituation, ſtands the preſent church; but 


having been rebuilt about 27 years ago, the date of its 


firſt foundation, if there was one, has not been preſer ved. 
It is pretty certain, however, from an 1nſcription on tue 


graveſtone of Mr Hamilton, who died in the year 1608, 


and who is ſaid to have ſerved the cure here 4 5 years, that 


it was built at the Reformation, or ſoon after it . lhe 


Vol. IX. 3 2 ſtipend, 


* Having mentioned Mr Hamilton, I am naturally led to take notice 
of the tomb in which he and his wife are buried. It is built of hewed 
tone, and covered with a ſtone roof in the inſide; it is arched and pla- 
tered, and bears evident marks of having been painted and ornamented. 
In the floor, on a flat ſtone, is the following circumſcription. “ Heir lyis 
Hanis Hamiltoune Vicar of Dunlope, quha deceifit Ye 30 of Mail 1608, 
Ye aige of 42 zeirs; and of Janet Denhame his ſpous.” At the eaſt end, 
under à marble arch, with two marble pillars of the Compoſite order in 

| | front, 
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Stipend, including what is allowed for communion-ele- 
ments, is communibus annis, about L. 92: 14 Sterling. 
The ſchool-houſe, which is a good ſubſtantial building, con- 

fiſts of 2 floors, one of which is employed by the ſchool, 
and the other by the ſchoohmaſter's family. It was one of 
front, are two ſtatues kneeling on a marble monument, in the attitude of 

_ devotion, and habited according to the faſhion of the times. On the 

wall beyond them, which is alſo marble, are theſe lines in capital letters: 

% Heie lye the the bodies of Hanis Hamilton ſonne of Archibald Hamil. 
ton of Raploch, ſervant to King James the Fiſt, and of Janet Denham his 

wife, daughter of James Denham, Laird of Weſtſhielde. They lived 

marvid together 45 yeeres, during which tyme the ſaid Hanis ſerved the 
cure at this church. They were much beloved of all that knew them, 
and eſpecially of the pariſhoners. They had fix ſonnes, James, Archi. 


bald, Gavin, John, William and Patrick, and one daughter Jeane, maryed 
to William Muire of Glanderſtoune. 


Rom 8 CH. The duſt of time lyis in this artful Frame, Prov. 31 Ce 


ver. 18. The Whoſe birth them honored from an honored Name, ver. lo & 50. 
afflictions of A painful Paſtor and his ſpofles Wife, The price 0 
this life are Whoſe devout Statues emblime here there Life, a virtuous | 
not worthy Bleſt with the height of favors from Above, woman b 
of the glory Blood, Grace ableſt Memoriall all mens Love, far above 
which ſhall A fruitfull ofspring on whom the Lord hath Fixt, pearles.— 
be ſhowed Fortuns with virtue and with honor Mint, A woman 
unto us. Then live theſe Dead above in endles Joyes, that feateth 

a Here in their Seid and Noble Cland'eboyes, the Lord, 


In whom (Graunt ſoe O Heavens) their honor” d Name, {hall be pre: 


May never die but 3 in the death of Fame. ſed. . 

| Round the verge of the ch! is this paſſage a Daniel, Dan. 12 ch. 
ver. 3. They that turn many to rightioufnes ſhal ſl ene as the ſtars for 
ever and ever.” Above this is a fine repreſentation of a curtain part. 
ing in the middle, and held aſide by a hand on each corner, as if to ſhow 
them at their prayers. And over the door, on a marble ſtone, is this in- 

ſcription, now ſcarcely legible. 4 Come Lord Jeſus, Come.“ 

16 | 41 | 
| INV 
As the figures point to the time when the tomb was built, ſo the ini: 
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the beſt houſes of the kind till of late, when ſome have 


been built in the neighbouring pariihes on a larger ſcale, 


and in better fituations. This is a circumſtance that reflects 


tial letters were intended I imagine to repreſent, that. t was tute by 
James Lord Viſcount Clandeboyes; for ſo Mr Hamilton's eldeſt ſon is 


deſigned in an inſcription on the ſchool-houſe, as we thall ſhow in its pro- 


per place. It is upon the whole a piece of fine workmanſhip, and a tri- 


bute to the memory of worthy parents, which muſt have been very ex- 


penſive to their pious ſon. But through length of time, and great ne- 
glect, it has been much injured; and as there are none who think them- 
ſelves immediately concerned to keep it in repair, it will ſoon become 
ruinous. For none will impute to the preſent age, what was ſaid of the Pha- 
riſees, that they © build the tombs of the prophets and garnith the ſepul- 
chres of the righteous.” I am not in poſlefſion of further information about 
Mr Hamilton's family, and therefore thall only add, that it is not a little 
for the credit of Dunlop, that beſides thoſe who may be ſaid to belong to 
it, it has given birth to perſons of ſuch eminence and diſtinction as they 
certainly were. Mr Hanis Hamilton was great-grandfather to Mr Wil- 


lian Carſtairs, Principal of the Univerſity of Edinburgh, and to Mr 


William Dunlop, Principal of the Univertity of Glatgow, and Hiſtorio- 
grapher for >cotland. In Crawtord's History of Renfrewſhire, publiſhed 
in 1710, Mr Hamilton's eldeſt fon james. is ftyled Earl of Clanbryſal in 


the kingdom of Ireland; but whether Hamilton, the preſent Earl of Clan- 


bryſal, be a deſcendent of his, I know not. From that period little is 
known of the miniſters of this pariſh, till the Revolution, when Mr Ga- 


brial Cuninghame was appointed to the charge. He had been one of the 


indulged miniſters, was a man of confiderable abilities, and greatly re- 
ſpeed by the people. To him ſucceeded' ir Jamieſon. in whom fimpli. 
city and godly ſincerity were very conſpicuous, and who therefore had, 


what he was well entitled to, the love and affection of his flock. When 


dying, he left his two ſons, who were then only boys, to the care of one 
Anderſon of Craighead, a plain countryman, who undertook the charge, 
and executed it with great fidelity. The one he bred a merchant, and the 
other a clergyman, without impairing in the leaſt the little patrimony 
which was left them. Mr William Jamieſon, the clergyman, was miniſter 
of Rarick, and author of an tflay on Virtue and Happineſs, which may 
be conſidered as an ingenious attempt to reconcile what is irreconcilable, 
the different accounts of moral obligation, After Mr Jamicſon was Mig 

| | Rouat. 
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the bigheſt honour on the gentlemen concerned, and promi- 
| ſes to be of extenſive utility, by exciting others to follow 
their example. * 


Rouat. of whom mention has been made already, and concerning whom 
there are theſe two ancedotes. The church-officer complaining one day 
to the ſervant, that Mr Rouat was too much with the Gentles, was replied 
to. that her maſter had ſcripture. for that; for, ſays the apoſtle, ©« Lo we 
turn to the Gentles.” He was convinced and relieved, and perfectly 
pleaſed with the gentles. When the ſacrament was to be given for 
the firſt time by the gentleman who was then miniſter, Miſs Dunlop, 
afterwards Lady Wallace, came to church rather early, and expreſſed to 
an old ſervant her ſatisfaction at ſeeing the houſe ' ſo decently filled. 
« Madam ſaid the old man, this is nothing to what IT have ſeen in Mr 
Rouat's time. I have heard the boogers cracking at 6 o'clock o' the 
morni'g! The boogers cracking, What do you mean James, ſaid Miſs 
| Dunlop! ? Yes Madam, continued James, I have ſeen the folk in his time 


fitting on the balks of the kirk like bykes o' bees. * Theſe ſtories, trifling 


and ridiculous enough in themſel ves, ſhow the fpirit of the times, and 


that it was poſſible in thoſe days, at leaſt for the ſame perſon to ve a 


gentleman, a ſcholar and a popular preacher. Mr Rouat was afterwards 

| tranſlated to Jedburgh, where he lived but a ſhort time. His fon was 
ſometime Profeſſor of Church Hiſtory in the. ollege of Glaſgow, and 
died within theſe few years in the poſſeſſion of all that eſteem which was 
due to the worthy fon of a worthy father. Mr Baird ſucceeded Mr 
Rouat as miniſter of Dunlop. and was, if inferior to his predeceſſor in 


popularity, his equal in preſence of mind, prompt expreſſion, and pleaſant | 


manners. He was moreover, like him too, a warm and perſuaſive preacher, 
a ſincere Chriſtian, and an honeſt man.— Thoſe that follow are ſtill living. 


* The ſchool- houſe i 15 of the ſame age with the tomb, and was built by 
the ſame perſon, as will appear from the following inſcription, above re- 
ferred to : 


1647. 
66 This ſchool is erected and endowed by Jakes Viſcount Claneboyes 


in love to his pariſh, in which his Father, Hans Hamilton, was Pa- 
ſtor 45 years, in King James the ſixt his raigne.“ 


10. V. 


It 15 unfortunate tor the ſchoolmaiter, and indeed for as in the 
pariſh, that we know nothing more of that tr anſaction, and it would cei- 
tainly 
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uinly be generous in thoſe who may have the means of being acquainted 
with it, to diſcloſe it, that the intentions of the Noble Donor might be | 
anſwered, and the circumſtances of the teacher bettered. For at preſent 
he derives no other advantage from that endowment than the houſe he 
lives in; and his place, including every thing belonging to it, does not 


amount to L. 19 a-year. Why then ſhou'd we complain of the want of 


learning in our teachers, or be ſurpriſed if their ſucceſſors are not half ſo 
learned. In moſt country pariſhes the number of ſcholars is very preca- 
rious, and the ſchool-wages exceedingly ſmall, as ſmall in many of them 


25 they were 20 years ago; in which caſe, what is to be expected, but 


that either the teacher is himſelf untaught, or that he is diſpirited in 


teaching, and in a perpetual ſtruggle for a better place. By which 
means he neglects his preſent truſt, and offends his preſent employers. 
It would be wrong indeed to make them independent of their office, but 
it would be as far wrong to ftarve them in it. Let them have what is 
proper to call forth their exertions, and to reward their abilities, and ow 
ve ſhall ſee the nn. as ne as it is uſeful, 
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N U MBER XXXVII. ; | 
PARISH or GRANGE, 


(Cover oF r BANFF, Srish or Mokar, PRESBYTERY o ox 
| | STRATHBOGIE 5 


By the Rev. Mr Francis Fox BESs. 


Name, Situation, Extent, Mountains, Rivers, Soil, Cc. 


T* pariſh takes its name from Grangia, a middle age 


term for a farm, or country reſidence. This name 
was given to the lands called the Davoch of Grange by 
the Abbots of Kinloſs, who had here a caſtle, in which they 
frequently reſided, attracted by the beauty of the ſituation, 
the caſlle being built upon the top of a ſmall mount, partly 
natural, partly artificial, ſurrounded with a dry ditch, upon 
the ſouth fide of a riſing ground, overlooking extenſive 
hauzhs, then covered with wood, and the ſmall river Iſla 
meandring through them for ſeveral miles. The church 
lies 16 meaſured miles S. W. from Banff, 12 8. of Port- 
ſoy, 10 N. of Huntly, and nearly 4 E. of Keith. The #4 

| 1 
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riſh is almoſt ſquare, being, at a medium, 6 miles from 


N. to S. by 5 miles from E. to W *®. The pariſh ex- 7 


tends N. from the banks of Ifla, in 3 long but low ridges, 


terminating in the mountains called the Knockhill, Lurg- 
hill, and hill of Altmore, which divide it from the fertile 


countries of Boyn and Enzie +. The Knockhill is a very 


high conical hill, upon the N. E. corner of the pariſh. It 
is detached all round from the reſt of the ridge, and is ſeen 
at a great diſtance every way, both by ſea and land, as it 

riſes ee above 0 of the adjacent hills, and has 


very 


#* This pariſh is part of . de called Stryla, * Strath-ifla ; ſo call- 
ed from the ſmall river Ifla, which runs along the ſouth fide of it from 


W. to. E.; dividing a farm or two, on the north fide of the ridge of hills 
called Ballach, from the reſt of this pariſh; and empties itſelf into the 


Deveron, about two miles eaſt of the pariſh, after a ſhort courſe of 12 


miles, in which it receives a number of rapid mountain-ſtreams, which 


cauſe it frequently to overflow its banks, and damage the crops upon the 
haughs ; which, for 5 miles of its courſe, in this and the neighbouring 
pariſh of Keith, are about half a mile broad. In the the years 1768, 
1782, 1789, and 1789, the river did incredible damage to the crops upon 
the haughs. In 1768, the greater part of the crop being cut, but not got 
in, a flood ſwept the whole away. In 1782, 1787. and 1789 the floods 


came earlier in the ſeaſon, and blaſted the crop in ſhooting; in 1789, in 
particular, the haughs were 11 times overflowed, from the time theß 


were ſown, before the crop was got in. 


F Altmore Genifies The 18 Burn,” and is the name of a large and 


rapid ſtream, which takes its riſe in theſe mountains, and running from N. 
to 8. falls into Iſla, dividing the pariſh of Keith from Grange, the whole 
length of its courſe. Other 3 burns in this pariſh take their riſe in theſe 
mountains, and running from N. to S. parallel ro the burn of Altmore, 
fall alſo into Iſla; two of them, the burn of Pathnie and the Lime-burn, 
run between the 3 ridges or diviſions of the pariſh above mentioned; the 


third, the burn of Millagyn, is the boundary of the pariſh upon the E. 
ſeparating it from Marnoch and Rotheſnay. Theſe burns, together with 


Ila, abound with very fine trout of different kinds; which are the only fiſh 
found in them, except in autumn, when the ſalmon, with which the De- 
veron abounds, come up Iſla to depoſit their ſpawn ; but no clean ſalmon 


e ever caught in Iſla, Otters are ſometimes found in Iſla, and in theſe 
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ol the middle ridge or diviſion of the pariſh, and is ſo call- 
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very much the appearance of a volcano at a diſtance, e 
: though it has no ſigns of one when more nearly examined; . 
for it is covered with peat bank over the top, to the depth aw 
of 6 or 8 feet at leaſt. The average height of the Knock. Ws * 
hill above the adjacent vallies may be about 400 yards, 
It is ſaid, that in a clear day, part of 12 counties can be di- 
ſtinctly diſcerned from the top of it. There are only other 
two hills in the pariſh. The hill of Silliearn makes part 
of the eaſtmoſt of the three ridges, into which the pariſh is En, 
divided. It riſes about 100 yards above the reſt of the 
ridge, extending from N. to S. about two miles, and from 
E. to W. above a quarter of a mile. The Gallowhill is 
a ſmall hill of about 200 acres area, making part of the Da- 
voch of Grange, lying N. of the church, upon the ſouth end 


Anti, 
nent] 


rſt fo! 


| „ pey. 
ed, becauſe it was the place of execution for criminals, . 


tried and condemned in the abbot's regality- court; for the ler, b 
Abbots of Kinloſs, as well as the great feudal barons, had an 
heritable right of judging in all civil and criminal matters 
in their own domeſtic court, by their baile of regality, 
within a certain diſtrict, generally their own eſtates, and | 
from this court there lay no appeal; nay, they could even 
reclaim a cauſe out of the King's courts, if it belonged to 
their juriſdiction, and judge it in their own. This right, ſo 
derogatory to the honour and power of the Crown, and to 
le adminiſtration of juſtice in the national courts, as well as 
to the liberty of the ſubject, was aboliſbed after the rebellion 
in 1745, and a compenſation in money given by Parlia- 
ment to the heritable proprietors. The low part of the 


md ex 
reſent 
olitary 


_ pariſh is in general pretty generally cultivated, except ſome Eaglar 
low moſſes, and the cultivation has crept more than half he fli 
up the ſurrounding hills. The land for a mile N. of the who, 
water of Iſla, lying upon the fide of a rifing ground, ſloping Wl ug e. 
to the ſouth, is a good foil, tolerably dry and early, and 


| very 


o-thirds of the cultivated ground in the pariſh to the N. 
cold, wet, and late, the ſoil conſiſting chiefly of a poor 


je pariſh is moiſt, owing not only to the wetneſs of the 
" but alſo to the ridge of hills between it and the ſea, 
mich attracts the clouds as they paſs from the Moray Frith, 
d make them diſcharge their contents in torrents upon 


me. 


nciently covered with wood, and to have been part of a 


nd Bi foreſt, extending from the river Deveron to the 

U pey, through the pariſhes of Rothemay, Grange, Keith, 

i nd Boharm, as appears from the roots and trunks of oaks, 
e 


der, birch, and fir, found in great quantities, in the many 


00 or 300 trees at the houſe of Edingight, and two ſmall 
atches of firs, which are not thriving. This gives the 


pear that the pariſh was early inhabited; there are no 
taces of Druidical temples in it; although theſe are fre- 


umes derived from the Gaelic, (which are not many,) 
nuſt have been firſt inhabited; becauſe that language was 
miverſal in Scotland till after the Norman Conqueſt of 


de flight of great numbers of Anglo-Saxons into Scotland, 
Who, obtaining ſettlements in the low country, along the 
aſt coaſt of Scotland, introduced their language, which 
Vol. IX. 4 A gradually 
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tet ll in good ſeaſons, and when well cultivated ; 3 out 
tay, upon a till bottom, or a ſpungy moſſy ſoil. The air of 
tryla, when there hardly falls a drop on the coaſt fide. 


tryla ſeldom ſuffers AF A dry tenſor, but ways by a wet 


ae Heritors—This cont appears to have been 


ad extenſive moſſes, ſo frequent in that tract; but at 
reſent this pariſh is quite deſtitute of wood, except ſome 
blitary trees, ſcattered in a few farmers yards, a copſe of 
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rhole country a bare and naked appearance. It does not | 


ent in the neighbouring pariſhes. The places that have 


ingland, when the tyranny of the Conqueror, occaſioned 
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gradually diffuſed itſelf through all the more civilized an 
| beſt cultivated part of the country; perhaps the clergy a 
fo contributed to diffuſe the Engliſh language where the 
Had property or eſtabliſhments. There is reaſon to think 
that the Scotch dialect of the Engliſh languages has be 
the language of the natives of this pariſh for at leaſt 40 
years. The lands of Strath Iſla, (Strath-heyliff, as it 
ſpelled in the charter), containing the whole pariſh « 
Grange, and a great part of the pariſh of Keith, were be 
ſtowed by William the Lyon upon the abbacy of Kinlof 


eſtat 


tor 


in the 12th century. The Popiſh clergy very much pre the. 
moted the cultivation and improvement of the country (hg 
where they had eſtabliſhments, and large tracts of land ney 
| de 
granted to them, formerly not very valuable, nor well cul Ks 
tivated, which ſoon became, under their poſſeſſion, well cull : g 
tivated and well peopled. While the barbarous wars and a: 
depredations. carried on between nei ighbourtn g chieftains 1 
RO 
ofte 
The names of places in this pariſh, derived from the Gaelic, are fad 4; 
to be deſcriptive of the local ſituation, or peculiar properties. of the by 
places to which they belong ; and it is probable, that they have been * 
firſt occupied for the purpoſe of paſturage, rather than for raiſing corn. E 
The principal of them, together with what is ſaid to be their meaning, 0 
are as follows: Edingigbt, The Place oppoſite to the Wind.“ Fortrie, 6 
The cold South-eaſt Hillock.“ Crannach, The Gufhet, or Triangle, 5 
alluding to the ſhape' of the ground. Halamoon, The Moſs town.“ | 10 
Patbnic, The Cow-Hillock.“ Cantley, The froſty Height.“ Auchin- . 
_ hoove, * The Field of Groves, &c. This Jaſt ſeems. to take its name 
from one of the fields of battle, with which this pariſh abounds, and . 
which are ſaid to have been fought between the Scots and Danes, whien X 
the latter landed at Cullen, in the reign of Donald III. in the end of the | 
ninth century; who, as appears from the ancient Scotch hiſtorians, de- : 
feated the Danes near Cullen, and afterwards at Forres in Moray ; 
when, as Guthrie conjectures, the famous obeliſk at Forres was erect- | 

ed, The Danes, in advancing into the heart of the country, muſt necel- 


farily paſs through the Oey Grange, which is * 4 computed miles 
diſtant 


of Grange. ER TTY 


% ww 


often deſolated and depopulated their eſtates, the poſſeſ- 


fions of the clergy flouriſhed ; the oppreſſed often fled to 
the church for protection, and took refuge under the wings 
of the clergy, whoſe ſpiritual and temporal power was 
Strath Iſla was ſoon well cultivated, and 
well peopled, under the Abbots of Kinloſs, who had great | 


long very great. 


They frequent- 


eſtates, and were very rich and powerful, 


ly lived at their caſtle of Grange, in great ſplendour and 
hoſpitality, and kept a certain number of monks there, 
to manage their eſtates, and cultivate their domeſtic farm; 
they erected mills upon Iſla for grinding corn, and bound 


their tenants to bring their whole crop to theſe mills ; be- 
cauſe they here levied the tithe of corn, which, ſince the 


Reformation, has been exacted under the denomination of 
that oppreſſive ſervitude called multures, afterward to be 
taken notice of. Upon the firſt appearance of the Refor- 


mation in this kingdom, the then Abbot, whoſe name was 


Robert Robiſon, foreſeeing the approaching troubles, be- 
b4: e 0 „ 


diſtant from Cullen; and there are ſeveral trenches or encampments, 
ſuppoſed to be made by the Scots, upon the haughs of Ifla, with the de- 
fenſive fide thrown up towards the coaſt. Two of the fields of battle 


are clearly to be ſeen, being covered with cairus of ſtones, under which 
One of thefe fields is on the N. fide of the 
Gallowehill, not far from the encampinents above mentioned; and the 
other is on the S. fide of Knockhill, to which there leads a road, from 

the encampments, over the hill of Silliearn, called to this day, The 


they uſed to bury the ſlain. 


Bawmens Road.“ Auchinhove, which lies near the banks of Iſla, has 


been another field of battle; and in a line with it, towards Cullen, upon 
the head of the burn of Altmore, ſome pieces of armour were ſaid to 


have been dug up ſeveral years ago, but were not preſerved; and in the 
ſame line, towards the coaſt, upon the top of the hill of Altmore, there 
is a cairn, called The King's Cairn, where probably the Daniſh King or 
General was flain in the purſuit, There are no other antiquities in this 


parith but The Abbot's Caſtle, already mentioned; of which there now 
remains nothing but a heap of rubbiſh ; being entirely deftroyed for the 


fake of the ſtones, which are very ſcarce in this corner, for building houſes. 
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+ gan, about the year 1535, to feu out his lands in 1 Stryla, to 


the tenants that then poſſeſſed them, for ſuch ſums of mo- 
ney as he could obtain, and the payment of a ſmall yearly 
: feu- duty, reſerving to himſelf, bawever, the tithe of corn 


paid at the mills. His ſucceſſor, who was the laſt eccle- 
fiaſtical abbot, completed what his predeceſſor had be- 


gun, reſerving only the feu-duty ; which, upon the diſſo- 


lution of the abbacy, came into the poſſeſſion of Edward 


Bruce, created commendator, or lay abbot of Kinloſs, and 
paſſed from him to the family of Lethen in Moray, who 
at preſent draw about L. 42 of feu-duty from this pariſh, 


Grange, being thus feued out among a great number of 
ſmall proprietors at the Reformation, continued in that 


ſituation, except ſome few changes, till towards the end of 
the laſt century, when Alexander Duff of Braco got poſ. 
| ſeſſion of the greateſt part of theſe ſmall feus. The Da- 
voch of Grange, with the heritable juriſdiction belonging 
to it, was the laſt property which the abbots had in 


Stryla; which, alter being poſſeſſed ſucceſſively by Aber 


nethy Lord Salton, Lord Ochiltree, and Macpherſon of 


Cluny, belonged to the family of Gordon for more than a 


century, till the preſent Duke excambed it with the Earl 


of Fife, for ſome lands in Moray, in the year 1979. At 


preſent, the Earl of Fife, the repreſentative of Alexander 


Duff of Braco, poſſeſſes four fifths of the pariſh ; Captain 
| Innes of Edingight, whoſe anceſtors were original feuars 
from the abbots, poſſeſſes one-fixth ; and the Earl of 
Findlater the remainder. Edingight is the only refiding 
heritor. 


Patulithen <A cmedi g to Dr Webſter's report, the 
number of ſouls then was 1997. That the population of 


this pariſh was conſiderably greater a century ago than it 
15 at preſent, and hos gradually decreaſed du: 1 ing all that 


3 period, 


- 
— 


— — 
8 | 


| Defaced and im- 


& Grange, 857 


, will appear probable, from the, table below, accurately 
ated from the regiſter of baptiſms and marriages *. 3 


the Year 1684, from 15th March the Baptiſms are 5r ; and in the 

Mal. Fem. Bapt. Mar. || Year Mal. Fem. Bapt. Mar. 

2 42 wh [þ, | £716 28 | 37 | 65 16 

0 „ N 1273 128 36 64 (11 
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. No regiſter of deaths or burials was ever kept here till, in 
| 1783, an act of Parliament was paſſed, impoſing 9 duty up⸗ 


Statiſtical Account 


on the regiſtration of baptiſms, marriages, and burials; af. 
ter which, a regiſter of burials was attempted to be kept, 
but the tax was ſo odious and unpopular, (being conſidered 
by the majority of the people as a tax upon their misfor- 
tunes), that it could not be collected, but with great diffi. 
culty; at the ſame time, that it afforded little information 
; Wen the ſtate of mortality i in the pariſh, as a great 


+ Fam... 


174524 | 14 
19 |rs 
| 1747 20 ( + 
1548 | 24 27 
274% „„ 
1 
Av. 2375 PR, 
| J——T—— 
1751122 | 20 
1752 20 % 
1754 th 25 
1755 | 26 14 
175619 | 26 
17574 37. 17 
1758] 25 20 
1 21 II 
1 21 J IS 
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Av. | 22 198 
1761] 19 24 
3762] 22 21 
19003T £151.49, 
176417 15 
1765 24 [13 
1766 | 25 23 
1767 | 14 | 12 
2768 | 17 17 
1769 | 21 19 


| 3 


Mar. || Year 
10 [1770 
10 
13 [Av. 
2 | 
8 1771 
11 1772 
— 2 
12 [1774 
7 
7 | 770. 
17 177711 
24 Elle 
15 11 1779 
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20 1781 
115 1782 
— 1783 
358 1784 
1785 
1 1780 
20 1785 
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12 [Av. 
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125 
Mal. Fem Bapt. Ma 
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| part of the burials comes from other pariſhes, an * n 
perſons dying in this pariſh are buried elſewhere; ſo that 
from the moſt attentive obſervation, for 4 years that the re- 


giſter was kept, it appeared that the burials did not corre- 


ſpond at all with the deaths; for theſe reaſons the regiſter 
was given up. The regiſter of marriages is rather a regiſter | 
of the contract and publication of banns of every individual 
in the pariſh that is contracted, whether they marry or ſet- 


tle in the pariſh or not ; but thoſe females that are contraQ- 
ed to men in other pariſhes, though their contract be re- 
corded here, do not add to the number of married couples 
in the pariſh, for they generally remove from it altogether. 
This will account, in ſome meaſure, for the great difpropor- 


tion that ſometimes appears between the marriages and 
baptiſms in the table; and it is likewiſe to be obſerved, 
that the diſſenters regiſter all their contracts, but few or 
none their baptiſms. The baptiſm-regiſter appears to 


have been accurately kept, except during the period from 
1771 to 1789, during which the church was vacant 24 years, 


and the people were frequently obliged to go to neighbour- 
ing clergymen to get their children baptized; and not ha- 
ving an immediate opportunity of recording their childrens 


names, many of them did entirely negle& it. If, therefore, 
the. regiſter had been regularly kept during that period, 
the average number of baptiſms, would probably have been 
about 36, inſtead of 28758; certainly it would have been 
greater than it is. At any rate, the writer of this is ſure, 
that the names of all the children of the members of the 


Eſtabliſhment are regularly recorded from the year 1780; 
and though the Seceders, and other diſſenters, do not regi- 


ſter the names of their children, there is ev ery reaſon to be- 


lieve, that their numbers are not ſo great now, as that of 
the Papiſts and Epiſcopals were at the beginning of this 


century, when the firſt Preſbyterian miniſter was ſettled 


here ; 
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here; ſo that the regular decreaſe of the average number of 
baptiſms in every 10 years, from the beginning of this cen- 


tury, (the firſt 10 years only excepted, which, it is to be 
obſerved, immediately ſucceeded the 7 years of famine, 


during K. William III. s reign), affords a ſtrong preſump. 


tion, if not a poſitive proof, of a decreaſing population. That 
the population has decreaſed very confiderably fince the 
year 1780, is perfectly conſiſtent with the incumbent's know. 
ledge; for that year, the number of ſouls was 1980 ; in the 
year 1782, it was 1875; in 1784, only 1760; in 1789, di- 

miniſhed to 1598; and in this year 1791, when an accu- 


rate liſt of them was taken up, for the purpoſe of this ſtate. 


ment, the number of ſouls is 1572, of which 697 are males, 


and 5 5 females ; of whom 


333 are below 10 e 2 conſiſt of 12, - 24 
; 312 between 10 and 20, 1 — 13. 13 
563 20 and o, — _ — 
249 50 and 70, 403 families. Souls 1572 
88 ——— 70 and 80, | | 
27 — 8Zo and go. bay | Houſeholders. 


Z | Married pairs, 3 
There are 403 fam. of which Do. men, whoſe wives 


62 confiſt of x perſon, 62 do not reſide with 
1 —=—=2, 142 them, - 2 


79 —— — 3» 210 Do. women, whoſe buf. 
$3 — — 4. 212 bands do not reſide 


52 — — 5, 260 with them 6 
36 — — — 6, - 216 Single women, 51 
14 — — 7. 238 Widow, . + 7 
Io —— — 8, 8 Widowers, = 29 
7 — — 9. 63 Bachelors, „„ 
3 — — 10 30 3 ny 

2 — — 11, - 22 40 


D 


3 


S 0 4% 


of Grange. 2 


Not houſeholders. 
Married pairs 2 
Do. women, whoſe hu - 

bands do not reſide 
with them, - 5 


Widows, = 1 


Wido wers, 7 


Male-ſervants, 112 


Female-ſervantss 82 
Weavers, - - 26 


Tailors, 3 FM 11 


Blackſmiths, 4 11 
Square and cart-wrights, Io 


Merchants, = 
Maſons, 4 
Millers, 1 
Gardeners, = - 
Baſket-maker, - 
Butcher, - 3 
Wheel-wright, - 
Ueckker, = S 5 


news: 


Gone, 
Chelſea penſioners, 


Clergyital of the Eſta- 


bliſhment, „5 


Do. of the Seceſſion, 
School maſter, 20 ar 6 

Students at college, 
Diſſenters from the E- 


ſtabliſhment, - 


Papiſts, 5 of whom are 
Shoe and brogue-makers, 21 
_ Epiſcopals, ) of whom 


below 10 years, 


are below 10 years, 
Seceders, 25 of whom 


are below 10 years, 
Of the above, there have 

come into the pariſh 
ſince laſt year, of Pa- 


f piſts, 3 of whom are 


below 109, - 


are e below 10, 


10 
| Epiſcopals, 4 of whom | 


36 


There are 5 houſes that fell ale er r ſpirits; there is one vil- 
lage, a mill-town, called Nether-mills of Stryln. which con- 


tains s 92 ſouls “. 


4 B 


Agriculture; | 


# The cauſes of the depopulation, that have ababs to the knowledge 


of the preſent incumbent, are chiefly the following: 1ſt, The uniting ſe- 
veral poſſeſſions into one farm; which has affected the population for a 


long time paſt, What was formerly two or more freeholds; each of 


which not only maintained the frugal and induſtrious proprietors, with 
their families, but alſo ſeveral cottagers, who had likewiſe numerous fami- 


lies, are now frequently united into one farm, on which there are few or 
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| Agriculture, &e—AÞietturs 3 is in a worſe Rate at pre⸗ 
ſent in this pariſh than it was 10 years ago. Before the 


year 1782, the improvements in farming, introduced by 


no fubtenants, The lime- Rey Wy which, fir 0 centuries beck; has keen the 


principahemployment ,of all the inhabitants, was incompatible with large 
farms. The largeſt farm formerly did not exceed 15 or 20 bolls ſowing ; 
and every farm was ſkirted with a number of ſubtenants, who were 
bound to aſſiſt their maſters, in ſpring and harveſt, with their ſervices, 
which was generally the greater part of the rent they paid for their pof- 
ſeſſions ; and they were allowed to keep as many cattle and ſheep upon 
the common paſture as they pleaſed; and each diſtrict of the pariſh had 
a large tract of paſture in common. Whenever the ſeed time was over, 
all hands were employed till harveſt, and even after harveſt was over, in 
providing fuel, and in burning and driving lime; and before lime was 
brought by ſea from England, and the frith of Forth, Stryla ſupplied al- 
moſt all Aberdeenſhire, Banffſhire, and Moray, with lime; for which 
they received, as long ago as can be remembered by the oldeſt people, nearly 
the ſame price as they do now. They had alſo a kind of ſhort flax, which 
is now entirely baniſhed out of the country, but of which they formerly 
| raiſed great quantities ; the drying, breaking, ſcutching, beating, heckling, 
ſpinning, weaving, and bleaching of which, not only afforded employ- 
ment to men and women, at certain times of the year, when they could 
not work at the lime- trade; but brought in a great deal of money in 
thoſe days, and Keith market was formerly reſorted to from all parts of 
Scotland for purchaſing linen- cloth. This, together with the low rents 
which they paid, the cheapneſs of victual, for which there was no market 
but among themſelves, and the numbers of black cattle and ſheep which 
the then extenſive paſtures enabled them to keep, (many of which they 
fattened and killed for their own uſe, becauſe there was no demand for 
them at that time from the ſouth country or from England), enabled 
them to live comfortably, and bring up numerous families; and yourg 
people were not deterred from entering early in life into the married 
ſtate from fears of want. A very ſmall ſtock was ſufficient to begin the 
| world, and that ſtock was eaſily acquired. But when ſhipping and trade 
became more common upon the coaſt, and the exportation of corn com- 
menced at Portſoy, then the farmers thought they could make more pro- 
fit by the ſale of corn, than by the lime-trade, or by ſubtenants ; they 
therefore enlarged their farms, by removing their ſubtenants. The. he- 
ritors alſo extended the corn- land, by dividing the commons, and ſettiug 
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the late patriotic Lord Findlater into his adjoining eſtates 
upon the coaſt ſide, had crept gradually into this pariſh, ; 


_ Carts 


off portions of them to the poor peeople to cultivate. Theſe were bad 


ſubjects for bearing corn, being naturally of a poor, wet, ſour, ſtony, or 
moſſy ſoil; and when once the ſward of them was broke, they ſoon ceaſed 
to be good either for grafs or corn, and improvers were unable to cure 
the natural barenneſs of the ſoil with plenty of rich manure. The loſs 
of the paſture was an irreparable loſs to the farmers, the immenſe num- 
bers of ſheep and black cattle, which were formerly kept upon the hills 
to which there was eaſy acceſs, on the paſtures, and on the green moſſes, 
now almoſt wholly caſt up for turff, or ploughed and burnt for corn, 
produced a great deal of manure, which raiſed plenty both of graſs and 
corn; but the paſture being curbed and deſtroyed by the new improve- 
ments, the cattle and ſheep dwindled away, and the fields of conſequence 
did not produce as formerly. The farms were neceſſarily enlarged ; this 
increaſed the number of candidates for farms, and conſequently raiſed the 
rents, by ſuggeſting the plan to heritors, which they have too ſteadily ad- 
hered to, of ſetting up farms to roup. The high prices given for cattle 


within theſe 30 years, alſo tended greatly to advance the rents, and to di- 


miniſh the number of ſubtenants, whoſe poſſeſſions were now become ne- 
ceflary for paſture. The new improvements ſoon became unfit, for the 
reaſons already aſſigned, to maintain the improvers and their families, 


even with all the advantages of moſs and lime; this occaſioned the un- 


ting ſeveral improvements into one poſſeſſion, All theſe changes, tended 
to leflen the population. 2d, The decay of the lime-trade. Many pla- 


ces that were formerly ſupplied with lime from Stryla, can now be ſup- 


plied with Engliſh ſhells, cheaper than it can be manufactured here with 
peat, (always a precarious fuel, and obtained at much expenſe of time 


and labour), and carried to a great diſtance, not leſs than 8 or 10 com- 


puted miles; whereas formerly people came from a great diſtance, and 
bought it at the kilns and carried it themſelves. 34, Emigrations, prin- 
cipally to the ſouth country, occaſioned partly by the riſe of wages, and 
the demand for hands, for the purpoſes both of agriculture and manufac- 
tures there; but chiefly by the impolitic iſeverity of the landholders, af- 
terward to be taken notice of 4th, and laſtly, A great mortality has pre- 
railed in this pariſh for ſeveral years paſt. The pariſh was always e- 
ſeemed healthy, till within the laſt 10 years. notwithſtanding the moiſture 
of the climate; but the moiſture cannot ſtagnate, as it is expoſed to very 
ligh winds from almoſt every quarter. As a proof of its healthineſs, 

| there 
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Carts for carrying dung, lime, and grain, were re univerſally 


adopted in place of creels, currocks and ſacks on horſes The 
backs. The levelling and ſtraighting of ridges, and eulti- in 
vating of green crops, ſuch as turnip, potato, and ſown vin 
graſs in ſmall quantities, were becoming pretty common a- ſide 
mong the moſt conſiderable farmers, and were rapidly gain- pari 
ing ground, when the ſcarcity in 1793 put a ſtop to all im- 178 
provement by green crops, and made the farmers think of poſ 
nothing but raifing grain; and the more ſo, as in theſe wet for 
and late ſeaſons, the beſt cultivated lands often produced giv 
the worſt . . _ continued to grow till the ceſ] 
e van 
ny 
there were about 200 o of the inhabitants alive, upwards of 70 years out 
of age, in the year 1780. Before that time conſ umptions were not near ſtry 
fo frequent as they have been fince. This may be juſtly attributed, i in a 90 
great meaſure, to the effects of the ſcarcity, and bad victual, in the year ' y 
1783; to the long and inclement harveſts in 1782 and 1787; in both which um 
ſeaſons, the labourers were expoſed to much cold and wet, during three pa) 
months that each of theſe harveſts continued ; but principally to the ſon 
change that has of late years taken place, in the manner of living among tn 
the lower ranks. Formerly every houſeholder could command a draught | | 5 
of ſmall beer, and killed a ſheep now and then out of his own little anc 
flock; but now the caſe is very different; few of the poorer fort of houſe- the 
houlders can keep any ſheep, for the reaſons already affigned, or even OE 
afford a little beer, or a bit of meat, upon the Chriſtmas holidays. A- 94 
mong the poor, the want of nouriſhing diet, nay, the frequent want even pag 
of the very neceſſaries of life, which their induſtry is often not ſufficient the 
to procure for them, to which may be added, their wretched damp un- far 
comfortable houſes, to which they enter through the dunghill, the putrid we 
effluvia of which they breath continually ; and among the middling 
| ranks, dejection of mind, conſequent upon a change of circumſtances up 
from affluence and independence to ſtrugling with debt and want, ap- far 
pear to be the principal cauſes of the preyailing diſtempers, and mortality go 
in this pariſh, Young people are in general cut off by conſumptions, 10 
and thoſe more advanced in life by low nervous fevers and dropſies. . 


There are no diſorders that ſeem to belong peculiarly to the climate, un- 
| leſs that old people are generally diſtreſſed with rheumatiſms. Of late, 
neitherthe ſmall-pox nor any inflammatory diforder has been very pres. 
lent or mortal. The complaints are era nervous. 
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frofts came upon them before they were properly filled. 

The tenants in this pariſh were in general at that period 

in very good circumſtances, the greater part of them ha - 
ving from L. 50 to L. 150 or upwards out at intereſt, be- 

ſides the ſtocking of their farms; but the whole rent of the 

pariſh was more than doubled a few years before; and in 
1784, not only between L. 3000 and L. 4000 Sterling, fup- 

poſed to be brought into the pariſh, one year with another, 
for grain and lime, was wanting, but nearly as much was 
given out for victual and ſeed. This, together with a ſuc- 
ceſſion of bad ſeaſons and crops, and the advance of ſer- 

vants wages, greatly reduced the tenants, and brought ma- 
ny of them in arrears, upon which they were ſummoned 
out of their poſſeſſions. This broke their ſpirit for indu- 
fry and exertion, as they then laboured only for, and held 
their all at the diferetion of the landholders, who from 
time to time ſeized and confiſcated their whole effects for | 
payment of their arrears, and left the poor families no re- 

ſource, but to go to ſervice, to begging, or to emigrate to 
the ſouth country, or elſewhere, in queſt of employment; 7 
and even ſome of thoſe tenants that were able to weather 
the ſtorm, are only now receiving new leaſes for 8 or g 
years, including two or three of their former leaſes not ex- 
pired. But in general new leaſes are never granted till 
the former be entirely expired, which always expoſes the 


farm to be overcropped, as nothing but its being quite 


worn out will give the poſſeſſing tenant a chance to renew 
upon reaſonable terms, and that only for 19 years at 
fartheſt, without any encouragement to incloſe, or build 
good houſes; and no reſpect is paid to the beſt eultivator, 
nor even to the tenants in beſt circumſtances; ; he that 
will promiſe moſt rent is always preferred. Confidering 
theſe circumſtances, and the heavy oppreſſive multures and 
mill- ſervices to which they! are lubjeed, amounting to 

between 
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between an eighth and ninth part of the whole « crop, it is 


a wonder that the ſtate of agriculture is even ſo good as 
it is.— The ſurface of the pariſh may be eſtimated to con- 
| tain | about 16,000 acres z little more than 4000 of which 
are under tillage; and only 2567 are in crop this year; 
1873 in oats; 538 in barley; 76 in peaſe; 6c in turnip 
and potato; about 20 in flax; and between 80 and go in 
ſown graſs. There are 167 ploughs yoked ; of which 42 
conſiſt of 8 or Io oxen each. There are only 3 or 4 two-horſe 
ploughs, that go without a driver, and 1 two-oxen ploughs, 


Thas 1s a great ſaving; and it 1s aſtoniſbing, that 2 horſes, or 


2 oxen in a plough, are not more generally adopted, conſider. 
ing the great ſcarcity and high wages of ſervants. The reſt of 
the ploughs conſiſt of 4 or more horſes each, or cattle and 
| horſes yoked together, as thoſe who have ſmall poſſeſſions 
can afford. Almoſt all the farmers, who yoke oxen 
ploughs, yoke one or more horſe ploughs. The plough 
almoſt univerſally uſed is the plough with curved mould- 
board. There are upwards of 400 carts of one kind or 
other; of theſe only 12 are two. horſe dranghts, and 6 are 
oxen wains. 


There are in this pariſh 388 oxen, 521 cows, 944 young 


cattle, 452 horſes, and 2582 ſheep, moſtly of the black 
faced kind, which, by a moſt unaccountable predilection for 
fize, (the only property of this breed,) has very generally 
baniſhed from the North of Scotland, the ſmall white faced 
native breed, which produced a very fine wool, and fine 
flavoured mutton. Some farmers are improving their 
breed, by croſſing with Engliſh rams. The black cattle 
are all of the Scotch breed, and generally of a ſmall fize, 
being worked too young, which ſtints their growth, and 
they are frequently ſold off to the dealers before they arrive 
at their full fize, The average price of oxen may be ſtated 

3 — 


. . 
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x L. 5, 5 5. Sterling; ” of cows, about L.. 4 Sterling is. FF 
young cattle, about L. 2 Sterling each. The prices of hor- 
ſes are from L. 3 to L. 30, but the average price of the 
ordinary fize of work horſes may be about L. 8 Sterling, 
and the average prices of ſheep about 6s. Sterling each. 
There are 40 farmers in the pariſh, that pay from L. 15 to 
L. 50 rent; and one farmer pays L. 250 a- year. The pa- 
riſh produces much more grain than is neceſſary to main- 
tain the inhabitants, unleſs in very bad ſeaſons. The land 
yields very differently in different places, but, at an ave- 
rage, it may be eſtimated to yield about five returns, inclu- 
ding ſeed. , The rent is as various as the ſoil; being from 
28. 6d. to L. 1, Is. Sterling the acre; at an average, it 
lets at about 10 8. Sterling the acre groſs rent. The whole 
rent of the pariſh, including mill · multures, may be about 


L. 2000 Sterling a- year. There are none of the farms 


in the pariſh incloſed, except the farm of Knock, poſſeſſed 
by Lord Fife's factor, which is ineloſed with ſtones, with 
which that corner of the pariſh is well ſupplied; and 
the Mains of Edingight, which is incloſed with ſtone 
fence and ditch. Hedges and ditches are, indeed, the only 
practicable mode of incloſing the greater part of the pariſh, 
as there are few or no ſtones to be had, except limeſtone 
quarried at a confiderable expenſe, and which can hardly 
be obtained of any fize fit for building. But hedges and 
ditches are much more proper for incloſing the greater part 
of this pariſh than ſtone fences; as the ditches would tend 
to drain the wet ſoil, and hedges to ſhelter a bleak and 


open 


* Peaſe and oats are generally ſown in March and April, and barley 
fometimes in the end of April, and till the end of May, and beginning 
of June. Turnips are ſown from the middle of June to the middle of 
July. Hay is cut in the month of July. Harveſt generally begins about 
the middle of September, though in early ſeaſons it uſed ſometimes to be 
akniſhed by that time; but it is more frequently ended in November; and 
in 1782 and 1787, it was not all got in till the end of December. 
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1 open country ; bat the heritors give no | encouragement fot 
n of A Kind . | 
|  Manufuftures, 


* Wages of all kinds bave-advanced greatly within the laſt 30 years. 
| Here follows a comparative ſtatement of the wayes _ and now. 


The beſt ploughmans wages in the . 
Fear 1750 were yearly, k 1 13 4 in 1792, 1 L 6 o © 
Ĩ be ſecond beſt ditto. in 1750 £4 SS 5 0 6 
A man in harveſt, in do. © 12 © 1 10 0 
A woman ſervant, | in do. o 16 o 2 2 6 
Ditto in harveſt, in do. © 6 © 1 0 0 
A common labourer for ordi- 8 
nary work, the day, in do. 8 23 8 6 

Ditto, caſting peat, cutting | i 
hay, or in harveſt, in do. © © 5 00 o 10 

Women when employed in | FOE a 
the mols, or in harveſt, in do. 5 o o 6 
Ditto, at hay making, or lint Cn, 

__ pulling, in do. 0 0. 3: oO 0 4 
A maſon” s wages, . 0 0-6 o o 10 
A wright's wages, 7 in do. o 0 4 o o 8 
A tailor's wages, in do. „ o 0 6 


With the above wages they receive their victuals from their employers. 
| Here follows alſo, a I. Catement of the prices of 1 8 


for the ſame years. 8 

A boll of barley in 1750, ſold a at hes o 10 0 in 1791, L. 016 0 no 

A boll of oats, | e e o 10 6 ſto 
A boll of oat-meal, at 9 ſtone, | | 
(157 lb. aver.) | 0.0 4 


1 b. of butter, (24 0z. aver. 4 8 o 4 from 3d. 
1 1b of cheeſe, ditto, formerly ſold by the piece from 24 d 


A gooſe, o 1 6 from 28. to 23. 
A duck, 0 0 3 from 5d. 
A hen, o © 3 from 8 d. 
A chicken for the brander, n fram 2d, 
A dozen of eggs, - 9 2 d. 
Beef the pound, > > oY o © r from 22 d. 
Mutton, 45 5 o o from 2d. 
Pork, Sos o o 1 from 2d. 
A pair of brogues to a man, oO O 10 | 
A pair ditto, to a woman, „ 


0.0. ww GO {wWW. y- 


| ManufaFurts—The only manufactures in the pariſh are 
lime, and linen yarn. There are inexhauſtible quarries of 


the very fineſt limeſtone in almoſt every part of the pariſh, 
and nature had amply provided the means of manufactu- 
ring it, in the extenſive moſſes, with which a great part of 
the pariſh was formerly covered, and which are not by 


a means exhauſted by the conſumption of many centu- 


ries; though they are become more diſtant and inacceſſible 


than they were, and will now wear out much faſter, as the 


ſurface of them is generally dug up for turf, which puts an 
end to their growing. The quantity of lime burnt in this 


pariſh, about 40 years ago, was eſtimated at 60,000 bolls, 
of 64 Scotch pints to the boll, which was ſold, at an ave- 


rage, at 6d. the boll. The quantity at preſent manufactu- 
red, may be eſtimated, at between 20,000 and zo, ooo bolls, 


which ſells, after being carried from 6 to 10 compuied 
miles, at an average, at 8d. the boll. The heritors lay re- 
ſtraints upon the making of lime, both becauſe it exhauſts 
the moſſes, and draws off the attention of the people from 


their farms. Indeed they ſeldom lay any of it on their 


own poſſeſſions, from an ill founded prejudice, that it would 


not be uſeful, but hurtful, to ground that ſtands on hme- 
ſtone, though frequent experiments, made by different 
farmers in the pariſh, prove that it is capable, when judi- 
ciouſly managed, of producing remarkable crops. The 
ſpinning of linen yarn, and making of coarſe linen from 


Scotch flax, was long practiſed, (as already obſerved,) be- 


fore the manufacturers began to import Dutch flax, and gave 


it out to ſpin, which they have done for many years. Since 


that time, there is but a ſmall proportion of the Scotch 


lax ſpun for the market; as the quality of the flax is not 
ſo ſoft and fine as the Dutch flax, owing perhaps both to 


the nature of the ſoil, and to the management of the flax. 
There is, however, a good deal of it made into coarle li- 
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nens, hoth for home conſumption, and likewiſe for ſale, and 
ſome of it is ſold in yarn; but the manufacturers complain, 
that the ſpinners draw it beyond the griſt, that they may 
have the more out of their flax, which hurts the ſale of 
the yarn at the market. But the {pinning of yarn from 
Dutch flax is the principal employment of the women, 


and is computed. to bring in about L. 1 500 Sterling annual. 


B 


Roads and Bridges. — There are 24 meaſured miles of roads 


within this pariſh, made and 88 by flatute- labour. 


3 | Miles. 
The rad from Banff to Keith. 1 "i 7 
The road from Cullen and Portſoy to Keith, . Fa 4 


The road from Aberdeen, Huntly and Rothemay, | 
through Grange, by Newmill, io Fochabers, Kc. 4 
The private road from N to Edingight, 5 
Knock; — 5 4 — 


The private road from Hens heals to 8 - 4 


The private road from Berryhillock to the houſe of 
Edingight, „ - - i 5 


On the road from Aberdeen, Huntly and Rothemay, 


through Grange, there are 4 good bridges over the 4 
ſſtreams that interſect the pariſh ; two of theſe bridges were 
built laſt year, out of the vacant ſtipends of the neighbour- 
ing pariſh of Rothemay, and are of great importance to 


the whole country, as they are upon a well frequented 


road, and acroſs two very rapid and dangerous ſtreams. 
There is alſo a bridge over Iſla, near the church, which 


« was built in 1699, by Alexander Chriſtie, tenant 1n 


« Cantley, for the glory of God, and the good of the 
« people of Grange,” as the inſcription bore, being built 


to render the church acceſſible to the people of Cantley, 


which is the farm £808 the ſouth fide of Iſla, 100 merks 
Scots 


ot OE ot > IF 
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Scots were lodged in the hands of Edingight, by the faid 
Alexander Chriſtie, to be laid out by the direction of the 
kirk-ſeſſion, for repairing and upholding faid bridge; which 


appears from the records to have been all expended before 
the year 1740. As the bridge was too narrow to aliow 


carts to paſs, being intended originally for foot-paſſengers 


only, and as 1t was then the only bridge upon Ifla below 


Keith, Sir William Forbes, the patron of the pariſh, gave 


a year and half's vacant ſtipend for repairing and enlarging 


it, which was done in the year 1783, in a very ſuperficial | 


manner, ſo that the new part of it threatens ſoon to go to 
ruin: And indeed the bridge is not even ſo publicly uſetul 
as could be wiſhed, as it is not on any of the public roads. 


The old bridge, which was fit for anſwering every neceſ- i 


fary purpoſe in the place where it was, could have been 
repaired at a very ſmall expenſe, ſo as to have ſtood for 
many years, by a pariſh contribution: it is to be regretted, 


therefore, that the vacant ſtipend was' not made part of 4 


fund for the purpoſe of building a new bridge ove: Iſla, in 


that part of the pariſh where the roads from Banff, Cullen, 


Portſoy, Keith, &c. all meet, and croſs Iſla at the lame 


place. The roads are in wretched repair, the ſtatute labour 


being employed upon them principally in autumn, when 
the day is ſhort, and the earth ſoaked with the autum nal 
rains. The difficult paſſes are rendered {till worſe, by a- 


ving the looſe wet clay thrown into them; for proper ma- 


terials are never ſought for, nor braught from a diſtance 


when they are not at hand, but the mire from the ditches 


is thrown into the middle of the road, ſo that a piece of 
new made or mended road is generally impaſſable. Add to 


this, that the ſtatute-labour (which is a moſt unequal and 
oppreſſive tax upon the poor, in the way in which it is at 
preſent levied) is performed with the greateſt reluctance. 


A poor labourer, who has neither horſe nor cart, and per- 


haps 
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haps little or no crop, and whoſe labour cannot maintain a 


numerous family of young children, who therefore muſt 
be ſupplied from the poors funds, is obliged to work on the 
roads fix days in the year, while a farmer who pays L. 40 
or L. 50 rent, works 4 carts, and needs only one ſervant 


and himſelf, except boys for herding, is liable only for 


twice as much as the poor labourer ; and ſervants are en- 


tirely exempted from this heavy tax, though they are much 


| better able to bear it than men houſeholders 23 


: Church, Stipend, School, Poor.— This pariſh, in times of | 
Popery, belonged to the pariſh of Keith, and was ereQed 


Into a ſeparate pariſh in the year 1618, (Preſbytery re- 


cords). The preſgnt church was originally a chapel of 


eaſe, built by the abbot, and dedicated to the Virgin Ma- 
ry; it is now in a ruinous condition, and never was fit 
to contain the congregation. The manſe, which was built 


F 
and is ſtill a bad houſe. The offices are tolerably good, 


but 


* The ſtatute labour, ought therefore to be converted into money 
by act of Parliament, and exacted in different proportions, according 
to the circumſtances of the perſons; for inſtance, a poor houſeholder, 
that has little or no crop, ovght not to be aſſeſſed above 1 s. a year; a ſer- 
vant that has no family ought to be aſletled x s. 6 d.; tenants ought to 
pay according to their rent, or the number and kind of carts they em- 
ploy ; and heritors (who are at preſent entirely exempted, and whoſe rent 
riſes in proportion to the eaſy communication by good roads) ought to 
be taxed in propos tion to their rent: If ſuch a ſcheme was adopted, and 


the roads contracted for, they would ſoon be made, ſo as to ſave 50 per 8 
cent. of the expenſe of tranſporting commodities, and alſo of the tear and 


wear of carriages and harneſs: And after the roads were once effectually 
made or repaired, the tax could be rednced conſiderably, and yet the 
roads be kept in excellent repair. The act ought alſo to contain a clauſe, 
appoi»ting a committee, of equa; numbers of the moſt reſpectable tenants, 


as well as landholdets, in each diſtrict, to carry the act into execution, 
5 that there might be no improper exemption. 


but only thatched with heath, which is a bad roof. The 


ſtipend is 000 merks Scots in money, and 254 bolls of 


meal, at 8 ſtone, including L. 4, 45. for communion ele- 


ments; and a glebe of 5 acres, of tolerably good ſoil. 
Sir William Forbes of Cragievar, Bart. is patron. The 


ſchoolmaſter's ſalary is 12 bolls of meal, collected in lip- 


pies and pecks, from every houſeholder in the pariſh that 
poſſeſſes any land, in proportion to what they poſleſs ; 10 
merks Scots of a mortification ; L. 2 Sterling as precentor 


and ſeſſion clerk; 28. for every. proclamation of banns ; 
and 4 d, for the regiſtration of every baptiſm ; about 30 


ſcholars, at an average, attend the ſchool ; from whom he 
receives I S. 3d. the quarter for reading Engliſh; 1 8. 6d. 
for reading and writing; and 25. for arithmetic and La- 
tin; which altogether may amount to about L. 18 Ster- 
ling yearly. The number of ſcholars might be many 
more; but the ſchool-houſe is ſmall, and at a corner of the 


pariſh ; the ſchoolmaſters are frequently changed, owing 

to the poor encouragement ; and the people are, from ha- 

bit, backward in ſending their children to ſchool ; they 
allege, that by the time their children begin to make any 


progreſs with a ſchoolmaſter, he is about to remove to a 
better place or buſineſs. The ſchool is not acceſſible in 


winter to above one third of the pariſh; the miniſter, 


therefore, with concurrence of the heritors, made applica- 


tion to the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


in the year 1782, and got a ſchoolmaſter appointed to the 
moſt diſtant parts of the pariſh, upon condition, that the 
heritors would pay L. 4 yearly of his ſalary, and give 
him a houſe, garden, fuel, and a cow's graſs gratis; which 
they would not agree to do, and the ſchoolmaſter was re- 
moved; the conſequence of which muſt be, that the riſing 
generation will be bred up in ignorance. If the ſalaries 
of . ſchoolmaſters are not made ſomething better 


worth 
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worth the while of a man of liberal education, that moſt 


_ uſeful inſtitution will ſoon be abandoned altogether, (as 


it would have been already, in many places, were it not 


a a kind of interim employment to poor young lads, while 


at college, and during the time they are ſtudying divini- 


ty,) and then the country people will return to ignorance 
and barbariſm : but the preſent faſhionable paradox is, that 


- 2gnorance is the mother of induſtry ; which is equally well 
founded with the ancient, aphoriſm, that 79 n0rance is the 


mother of devotion. As ignorance is the nurſe of ſuperſti- 
tion, fo is it peculiarly favourable to a ſtate of ſlavery; . 
and the ſavage ſtate, which is a flate of i ignorance, is a ſtate 


of indolence, not of induſtry.—The poor are ſupported by 


the weekly collections, ſines from delinquents, hire of two 
mortcloths, and hand- bell at funerals, rent of the church 


yard, rent of the ſeats of a gallery in the church, with the 
Intereſt of L. 240, previous to the year 1783. In the year 
1782, the crop in this pariſh was ſo wretched, that if it 
| had been all made into meal, it would not have maintain- 
ed the inhabitants for two months; and the victual was ſo 
bad, that its effects, together with the ſcarcity, proved fa- 
tal to the conſtitutions and lives of many, (as already ob- 


ſerved); however, the inhabitants were ſupported, one 


way or other, with what they had remaining of the former 


crop, and what they could purchaſe at L. I, 45. Sterling 


the boll, of 9 ſtone, (1575 lb Averdupoiſe,) from the 
neighbouring countries of Enzie and Moray, (where the 
crop was much leis affected by the. bad ſeaſon,) till they 


were relieved, by the importation of white peaſe, and o- 


ther grain, in April and May. The ſeſſion imported 200 
quarters of white peaſe, with their funds, together with 
L. 100 Sterling, lent to the ſeſſion, free of intereſt for nine 
months, 'to purchaſe grain for the benefit of the poor, by a 
manufacturer in the pariſh, hh, by uncommon induſtry, 

attention 
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attention and integrity, had, without any original ſtock, in 
a few years, acquired ſome hundred pounds, and who, be- 
ſides the above generous and benevolent exertion in be- 
half of the poor, imported great quantities of all kinds of 
grain, flour, biſcuit, - &c, which he ſold out at little or no 
profit. Lord Fife alſo bought excellent barley at the Lon- 
don market, and. oats for ſeed ; but as they were ſold out 
for ready money; many of the poor tenants, who were un- 
der the neceſſity of employing all their ready money for 
purchaſing victual for their families, were obliged to ſow 
their own ſeed, which did not grow; and even the oats, 
they bought from the coaſt fide for ſeed, at L. 1, 1s. and 
upwards the boll, though it looked beautiful, and was well 
filled, did not grow, but rotted in the ground; and indeed, 
in this country, the worſt filled corn, and the corn that 
was laſt cut in harveſt 1782, was the only corn that did 
vegetate tolerably next year. This ruined the next crop, 
which, had the ſeed been good, would have been a plenti- 
ful one, as the ſummer and harveſt 1783 wer: the beſt 
that have been fince ; this made the ſcarcity and dearth 
continue in this country, till crop 1784 relieved it. 
The ſeſſion made the peaſe they bought into meal, and 
ſold it out at or below prime coſt to poor families, and 
great numbers were ſupplied gratis, beſides thoſe upon the 
roll, whoſe numbers were alſo greatly increaſed; ſo that 
when the heritors and ſeſſion met upon the iſt of July 
1783, to report to the Barons of Exchequer the ſtate of 
the pariſh, in order to enable them to judge what propor- 
tion of the victual bought by them, with the L. Io, o 
granted by Parliament for the relief of the poor, in the 
northern counties of Scotland, they reported, That the 
number upon the poors roll amounted to 200, and that 
L. 50 Sterling is already expended in a partial relief to 
thoſe in greateſt e that upwards of 1200 have been 

ſupported, 


cn” 
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fappietdd! by imported grain from the 100 of February 0 


and that more than $00 ſouls will ſtand in need of aſſiſt- 
ance from the poors funds, (ſuppofing they were ſufficient 
for that purpoſe), before they can be ſupplied from the 
erop upon the ground, which cannot be expected ſooner 
than three months hence.” Upon this report, the Barons 
of Exchequer, ſent in all, 79 bolls of meal, at different 
times, to be diſtributed gratis, and 1024 bolls, to be ſold 


at 8. 8d; the boll. This was a great relief. Lord Fife al. 


ſo fold out the meal in his girnel, and what multure farm 
came in, at 16 8. Sterling the boll; and he deducted a fifth 


” part of the. tenants money-rent for 1783, upon condition, 


that they paid up the remainder, together with the arrears 
of the former rent, and the price of their deficient farm or 


victaal rent, by the iſt of February 1784; but many of 


them were rendered unable to 88 the n of his Lord- 


| ſhip's Vberalit 5. 
"oy # ee 


® Here follows a ſtatement of the amount, and diſpoſal of the poors 


funds, for three different periods, vis. for 4 years preceding 1783 ; du- 
ring 1783 and 1784; and for 4 years immediately preceding the date of 


| this report. 
1ſt Period. 
Average annual collections, fines, intereſt, legacies, loft- 
rents &c. from 1ſt December 1778 to 1ſt December 
„„ - - _ L. 3119 4 
Average annual diſtributions to the poor; for the above pe- 
riod, including about L. 5, 5 s. Sterling annually to the 
infirmary at Aberdeen, and for paying ſeſſion-clerk and 


kirk cfficer's (beadle) tees, - [. 26; 10 87 


Average number of the poor upon the roll for dd 1544 31. 


2d Period. 5 
colle dions, Ke. during 1783 and 1784, a - L. 47 19 ® 
Diſtributed in money in 1783 and 1984, including L. 10, 

48. to the infirmary at Abe deen, and to pay ſeſſion- clerk. 7 
and kirk officer's fees. om - 9 Lf 2 
Diſtributed to the poor upon the roll, in meal, during theſe 


two years, 125 bolls 2 firlo ts 1 peck, at 16 8. the bell, L. x02 9 1 | 


I 


IR: 


DOT. - JE 305 + he where 


Average annua! elections, &c. from It December 1757 x 


to 1ſt December 1791, 1 &? — . I. 15 9 


Average annual diſtributions to the poor Foy ſaid EY | 

including about L. 5. 5s annually to the infirmary at 

Aberdeen, and to pay e and kirk  olicer's 3 2 

fees, - — - 3 +33 128 0 
Average number of the poor upon the roll i in ſaid tial 38˙7 

Beſides the above mentioned ſources of relief to the poor, there i is a 
great deal given in private charity, not to travelling beggars only but 


the people in general are uncemmonly humane and benevolent ; and 


when any poor perſon or family is afflicted with fickneſs, cr any other 
unexpected calamity, the neighbours do nt wait to be ſolicited but 


carry meal, or whatever elſe the atuation requires. or their circumſtances. 
can afford, and tbey watch with the fick, &. Many of the poor alſo 
have bags in the wills, into which every one puts as he can ſpare, or as 


charity diſpoſes him. And on the Chriſtmas holidavs, the young men go 
out in parties through the pariſh a-begging for th gicateſt obj cts; nd 


ſeveral bolls of meal, and ſome pounds Sterling of money, are collected 


every year, and committed to the cute of the membeis of ſeſſion far beho:/}f 
of thoſe for whom it is collected. This practice has au excellent effect 
upon the morals, both of young and old; it difpoſes the old te acts of 


liberality, and draws forth their ſympathy towards the diſtrefiid, and it 


trains up the young to acts of henevolence and charity. This praR:ce is 


alſo a great ſupport to the funds, which are begiuning again to tec ver, 


from their dilapidation in 1783 and 1784. The heritors alſo, being 


canvinced by experience of the importance of having a fund in reſerve 


avainft a time of ſcarcity, ref. leed to take the pobts money aud pay 5 


per cent. yearly for it; (whereas before 1783 it was lent out at 4 per cent. 


a year, payable only once in two year.) By this means, together with 'ome 
legacies, and ſtrict ceconomy, the funds are again accumulated t. L. 290 
at intereſt. The ſeſſion takes a di'poſition to the effects of th. le that are 
taken upon the roll, (unleſs in ſuch years as 1783 and 1784), with the 
burden of taking care of them in ſickneſs and in theic laſt iiinels, and of 
defraying their funeral charges. which mu not exceed L. 1 Sterling; al- 
lowing the relations of the deceaſed to redeem the effects, by repaying 
to the ſeſſion a eat's contribution, immediateiy preceding the death of 


che pauper, «ud detraying the funeral charges, 


Yor, IX. | 4 D 


Advantages and Diſadvantages, —The 4 vantages that 
this pri poſſeſſes are, that it is not far from, a ſea- p) t, 
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where there is generally a market for grain, victual, &c. 
' when it is plenty; and in the neighbourhood of the fertile 
countries of Boyn, Enzie and Moray, from whence, and 
by importation, a ſupply can be obtained in wet and late 
| ſeaſons, when the crop fails in Stryla; and that it poſſeſſes 
the means of improvement by lime, ſo near, and in ſuch 
plenty. But the diſadvantages are many; a cold, wet, 
and late ſoil and climate, and conſequently uncertain crops; 


ſhort leaſes; no encouragement to tenants to improve 
their land, to incloſe or build good houſes 3 heavy and op- 


preſſive mill-maltures, which take between an eighth and 


5 a ninth of all that the tenant carries to the mill, and even 


of what he buys, in times of ſcarcity, if it be manufactured 
within the ſucken. The tenant alſo is obliged to pay 10 d. 
for every boll of oats carri-d to the ſhore, and ſold ſome- 
times as low as 78. and never above 128. the boll, and e- 
very farm pays a certain number of bolls of barley, for 
what barley is ſold, and for keeping in the mill water; 
notwithſtanding which, the tenants are compelled to per- 
ſonal ſervice, for keeping in the mill- water, and to per- 
form other mill-ſervices, ſuch as bringing home millſtones, 
and upholding the mill, if required ſo to do; amt to carry 
the mill farm-meal to Macduff, 17 miles diſtant, which 
they are generally called to do in the ſpring ſeaſon, This 
ſervitude amounts almoſt to a prohibition to improve, as 


it is at leaſt a tax of 12 per cent. upon the produce of im- 


proveinents ; beſides, the tenants are liable to be called to 
give an account upon oath, before the baron-bailie, what 
they have bought or ſold for three years back; and if a 
man's memory, who cannot keep accounts, has failed him, 
and he conſcientiouſly refuſes to take an oath, he is char- 
ged arbitrarily. Such a mode of proceeding is ſurely con- 
trary to the eſſential principles of juſtice, and very hurtful 
to morals, as frequent oaths, (eſpecially where the e 

1 | | | p 
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of the perſon taking the oath may be materially affected 
thereby). muſt often be Wo Bad roads is another diſad- 
vantage, and the unequal and oppreſſive tax of ſtatute-la- 
bour, totally inadequate: to the making or upholding ſuch 


an extent of road; befides that it is often miſemployed, at 


the will of the commiſſioners or directors of the diſtri, on 
private roads, while public ones are neglected. The tax 


upon coals alſo is a great grievance. A great and precious 


part of the year, both to the farmer and limer, muſt be 
employed in providing and driving fuel; whereas, were it 
not for the heavy tax upon coal, the farmer would gain 
two months of the ſummer, which could be employed in 
cultivating turnip, managing hay, working fallow, or pre- 
paring manure ; and, at the ſame time, be better ſerved 


with fuel, by bringing coal from the ſhore, when he car- 
ried his grain thither ; and the limers would find it their 


intereſt alſo, to burn their lime partly with coal, rather 
than with peat alone; becauſe, inſtead of driving it ſome 
miles farther to get a penny more for the boll, that they 
may make as much as poffible of their fuel, they could 
burn more, and fell cheaper; and when they went to che 


ſhore for coal, they could always carry a draught of lime 


with them. Some years ago, a very wet ſeaſon compel- 
led ſome of them to try coal, and they found a mixture of 


peat and coal anſwer ſo well, that they continue to uſe a 


little coal now and then,—The people alſo complain much 


of the unequal and oppreſſive nature of the exciſe and di- 


ſtillery laws. The laſt partakes ſo much of the nature of 
a monopoly, that the diſtillers, unleſs in a time of ſcarcity, 
when the ga 15 wanted for meal, combine and keep the 

price 


Since writing the above, the multures in this pariſh bave been con- 
verted by the baron-bailie at 2 s. 3 d. upon the pound groſs rent; beſides 
paying the miller largely for work and mill ſervices as before. | 
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price of harley low; and conſequently the ſpirits, which 


are generally of a bad quality, are fold at a low price, 


which has a tendency to deſtroy both the conſtitutiohs and 


the morals of the people, for punch and dram- drinking are 


now too generally ſubſtituted in the public houſes in place 


of beer, which was a much more wholeſome beverage ; 
and the heavy exciſe on malt, which is alſo rigorouſly en. 
forced by the diſtillers for obvious reaſons, tends to pro- 
duce the ſame effect, and alſo to prevent poor people from 


having malt or beer in their own houſes, the want of 
which proves very hurtful to the health and conſtitutions 
of the labouring poor; and when a poor man has a boll of 


barley to diſpoſe of, he can hardly ſell it at all, or only at 
a very low price, generally what the diſtiller pleaſes to 


give ; whereas, before the eſtabliſhment of diſtilleries, and 
the additional exciſe on malt, a poor man made his boll of 


bear into malt, and paid the duty for it, and then diſtilled 
from it an excellent ſpirit, which he ſold at a high price 

to the rich, and thus obtained a good price for his grain, 
and the grains and offals helped to maintain, and often to 


preſerve the lives of his cattle when provender was ſcarce; 
now the whole advantages that were before enjoyed by 
the poor, are, by the diſtillery law, thrown into the hands 


of the rich diſtillers, (for none can be diſtillers upon the 
preſent plan but the comparatively rich), while malt and 
beer are in a manner entirely prohibited *. 

* The impolicy as well as oppreſſion of the diſtillery law will appear 
from this ctrcumſtance, that a diſtiller takes out a licence for a 40 gallon 
ſtill, for which be pays a duty to Government of L. 40 a-year, and an 
officer employed to attend that ſtill receives a ſalary of L. 50 a- year. 
The heavy exciſe on malt alſo, which in effect amounts to a total prohi- 
bition, neceſſarily promotes ſmuggling, which is always injurious to mo- 
rals, as well as hurtful to the revenue; and it is univerſally thought, that 
Government does by no means draw ſo much from the northern counties 

of 


what IE ms without moleſtation. 


_ peculiar to this pariſh. Limeſtone is the only mineral worth mentioning. 
The only wild beaſts are the fox, the weaſel or polecat, and the hare. Phe. 


to the commyffioners of ſupply of the counties, to proportion it among 
themſelves and tenants, they could pay in the fame with the land- tax, 
and by this means, the fevenue would be improved by the whole amount 


of the officers ſalaries at leaft, and the country would think themſelves 


infinitely better, as they would then be permitted to do with their gran 
NOTE. 
Miſeellaneons Obſervations.—There are no objects of natural hiſtory 


birds are few and common; moorfowl, partridge plover, wild duck, 
bittern, rook, jackdaw. magpie, lark, ſparrow, yellow-hammer, robin, 


wren, watercock, linnet, and a few others. The pariih is occatonally 


viſited in winter by ſnow-birds, and in ſpring by flocks of ſea-gulls and 
now and then by hawks, kites, ravens, and herons. The migratory birds, 
are the lapwing, cuckoo. corn rail, and ſwallow. There are no noted 
mineral ſprings in this pariſh, though ſome of them are conſiderably im- 
pregnated with iron; but there are two conſecrated wells, one at the 
foot of a ſmall natural mount adjoining to the caſtle of Grange, which, 
with the mount, had been dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and are now 
called the Ladyhill and the Ladywell. The other ſpring is on the fouth 
bank of Ifla, directly oppolite to the church- door. and is called the roik- 
well, probably from CY, croſs. The greater part of the people are ra- 
ther above the ordinary fize, and it ſeems have always been ſo. There are 
at leaſt as many men in the pariſh above 5 feet 8 inches as there are be- 
low it; and ſeveral are 6 feet high : Accordingly ſuch of them as go into 


the army, generally enliſt either into the Guards or Train of Artillery. 
The anceſtors of the greater part of the preſent inhabitants have lived 


in this pariſh for ſome centuries back, and many of them are deſcendents 
of the ancient feuars in the pariſh, The moſt ancient names are. Innes, 
Adamſon, Richardſon, Riddoch, Longmoor, Carr, Kelman, Scot, Sim, 
Ballach, Beg, Craib, Gray. Howie, Allan, Wilſon, Taylor, Reaper, 
Dyker, Neil, &c. &c. There are no perſons of remarkable eminence, 
that have been born, lived, or died in this pariſh. It has indeed been 

I long 


of Of ox 


of Scotland of exciſe-duties, as even to pay the falaries of the. officers _ 
employed to levy it, notwithſtanding the oppreſſions that the people 
ſuffer on accodnt of it, It feems to be the general opinion, that if the 
exciſe and diſtillery laws were repealed in the north of Scotland, and the 
revenue raiſed by them yearly, inchiding officers ſalaries; were tranſmitted 
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long famous for picking a great number of elevgyinen; 6d where are 


five miniſters of the f ſtabliſhment, and one of the Church of England, 


now alive, that were born in this pariſh. Beſides, there are many natives 


of it in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, in America, in London. and through 


many parts of Great Britain, that are all doing well in different lines of 
life The people are in general. regular in their attendance upon the 
_ ordinances of religion, and they are. upon the whole, ſenſible, ſagacious, 
| ſocial, humane, obliging, ſober. induſtrious, and well behaved ; no in- 
ſtance having occurred of any native being executed or baniſhed within 


the laſt 50 years; two inſtances of ſuicide, indeed, have happend within 


that period, the one of a man about 25 you ago, the other of a womas 


— 


about 50 years ago. 5 
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NUMBER XXXVIIL | 
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(Covyre « or Fan SYNOD or 1 AND p STIRLING, 
3 herman oF n ) 


By the Rev. Mr ROBERT STIRLING. | 


Name Situation, Extent, &c. 


** name of Crieff m 7 be derived from the Gaelic 


word Craobb, a © tree;” the letters 5% having the 


ſound of For v; or more probably from Crubba Cnoc, the 


„ haunch of the hill; the town being built on a riting 


ground, which may be conſidered as the haunch of the hall 
immediately beyond it, that ſtands detached from the 


Grampians, and is called the Cnoc or Hill, by way of emi- 
nence. Crieff is 18 miles W. from Perth, and 20 N. trom 
Stirlin , near the foot of the Grampian mountains on the 


8. E. fide; has a fine ſouthern expoſure, a moſt delightful 
Var e.ated proſpect of hills, woods, vallies and rivers, to 


th: W.; the open extenſive country of Strathearn to the 


$. and E. with te ancient ſeats of many families of di- 
ſtinct. on l around. Theſe circumſtances, together with 


the 
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the ſerene air, and the dry healthy ſituation, have induced 
people of taſte and ſcience, who frequently reſide there 
during the ſummer manths, to account it the Montpelier 
of Scotland. Crieff is in bulk the ſecond town in Perth- 


ſhire. The pariſh in its utmoſt extent may be divided in- 


to the Big hland and lotland parts, which ate detached 
from each other by the intervention of the pariſh of Mon- 
zie. The moſt confiderable diſtrict of the former is the 
long Strath of Glenalmond, the property of the Duke of 


Athole, through which the Almond runs a! courſe of 8 


miles. That and the other parts of the highland diviſion 
afford advantages for game, trouting, and other ſummer 


amuſements, equal to any in the Highlands; may yield 
L. -00 yearly rent to the three proprietors, and contain a- 


bout 500 inhabitants: But being annexed guoad ſacra to 
Monzie, will be more properly deſcribed along with that 
- pariſh, and ſhall therefore be no farther noticed in any of 
the following obſervations. The /owland part of Crieft 
parith, which falls immediately under the inſpection of the 
miniſter, is 4 miles long from N. W. to S. E. and 3 
broad from S. W. to N. E.; being bounded on the N. E. 


by the pariſh of Foulis; on the N. W. by the Shaggy, 


which ſeparates it from the highland part annexed to Mon- 
zie; on the W. by the Torot, which divides it from Moni- 
paird; on the E. by the Pow, which ſeparates it from 
M aderty; and on the S. it is waſhed for 3 miles by the 
Earn, which is the border between it and Muthil, except. 
ing one farm of near 100 acres. which it cut off to the 8. 


fide, by leaving its uſual bed about the end of laſt cen- 


tury. Theſe rivers abound in trout, the Earn alſo in ſal- 
mon, which the principal heritor has the privilege of catch- 
ing with cruives. This, however, does not hitherto ex- 
clude others from the pleaſure and profit of angling. The 
rivers are all tuner with ſtone bridges, generally built 


by 
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by the voluntary contributions of the country. That of 
Crieff was the ſecond ſtone bridge ever thrown over the 
Earn, conſiſts of 4 large arches, and was built out of the 
vacant ſtipend of the pariſh, in the interval between the 
ſuppreſſion of Epiſcopacy in 1690; and the re admiſſion of 
4 nne miniſter in 1699. | 


Soil and Productions Near one half of the pariſh, that 


is, along the W. and S. fides, is of a light, ſandy, ſometimes | 


gravelly ſoil ; around the town, from the nature and quan- 
tity of the manure, it becomes a pretty rich loam. The 


other half, to the eaſtward, 1s rilly, or a kind of ſtiff red : 


clay, frequently wet, and lyin g upon rock of the ſame co- 
lour, which yields a hard durable ſtone for building, but 


incapable of hewing; whereas under the ſandy ſoil, to the 


weſtward, is an excellent freeſtone of a light brown colour, 


that eaſily cuts in the quarry, and admits of a good poliſh. 
Each ſort apparently partakes of the nature of the ſoil un- 


der which it is found. The ſpecies of grain raiſed, are the 
beſt white oats of the late kind, bear, commonly called 


Cheſter, with ſometimes a mixture of barley, plenty of 
potatoes, a few peaſe, but no wheat. Some late experi- 


ments have not encouraged the general uſe of that grain. 
One boll of bear gives 14 bolls of meal, and 14 bolls of oats 
1 boll of meal, beſides paying kiln and mill dues: There 
are 2 very ſmall orchards of an old date, and 2 others of 
ſome acres extent, planted within theſe few years ; one of 


them, near the town, in a good ſoil and warm 5. cone, : 


mult foou be very pr oductive. 


Agriculture: Until the year 1774, the old mode of 
farming by croſt and outffield univerſally prevailed. As the 
outhelds got no manure except watering, wherever that 
was wanting, they produced only a ſpecies of grey oats, 


Vox. IX. 4E of 
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of which 24 bolls made only 1 boll of meal. Then, how: 
ever, ſome extenſive ſtrata of marl were diſcovered in the 
neighbourhood, the uſe of which quickly introduced a 
more profitable mode of agriculture ; and fields of 4, 8, or 
12 acres, began to be ſown out in good condition, with clo- 
ver and rye-graſs; 210 ſtones of that hay may be raiſed on 


an acre, if the ground be in good order, and ſold before 


ſtacking at 4d. the ſtone. 'Fie change in 20 Years, ap. 
| pears trom the. een 8 view. 


| In 1192. In 1199. 
On a Scots acre, B 


1 3 

| Sown of the grey oats above mentioned, 2 8 none uſed. 
Reaped of ditto, - - Ea 0-06 

| Sown of white oats in poor land, „ W284 
Reaped of ditto in ditto, = VU» 
Sown of ditto in good land, „„ é— I & 8 
Reaped of ditto in ditto, - 1 1 
Sown of bear in ditto, 5 „ 1 1 0 
Reaped of ditto in ditto, « 0 
Horſes yoked.-1n a plough, . 5 5 

In 17/2. II 1792. 


Expenſe of liming or marling e 
every 8th or gth year, L. o o O L. 5 o O 


Rent of land near the town, 0 1 0 217 0 
open land in the %%% ns 
country, : 6 {= <F - o 12 0 
beſt incloſed paſture, o 15 o 2 2 
— inferior ditto, - 0 10 © 0 
Man ſervant's wages yearly, $0 8 


Board to ditto, 64 bolls meal, 
at 138. 4d. and 8 d. "ys 


for milk, - - 6 1 4 6 1 4 


Beſt labourers hire a-day, — 


Wrights ditto, - 
Cheeſe, the ſtone do. indummer, 


Mutton the N Dutch in Oct. 


: Beef, | work, veal, ditto, - 
Coals the ſtone Tron, {ummer, 


0 oO 0 © » © >» © 


of Crieff. op 


TO In 1772. In 1792. 
Maid ſervants wages, 2 20 


IT) 
0 


Board to ditto, 4 bolls 14 pecks 
meal a-year, and 6 d a- 


week, 5 4 11 | 


od. 
haut 


Maſons ditto, - - 


Tailors ditto, befides 0 
Butter, the pound Tron, 


Hens a- piece, — ks 
Chickens do, or eggs the doz. 


* 


- ditto in June, 


* 
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4 
0 o 

0 1 

0 1 

o © 

o © 

9-3 

— ä — in winter, o 4 
5 oO o 

0 © 

9 8 

0 O 

o o 

Oo o 

0 o 


0. e G o 00 0:00 ©. 00 0-0” 


— —— ditto in winter, 


"3 


About two thirds of the pariſh are incloſed, and trees gee 
nerally planted in hedge-rows along the incloſures. There 


are only two ſmall hills in it. All the heathy and una- 
rable part of the Cnoc or largeſt, amounting to 222 acres, 


is planted with firs interſperſed with larix, &c. The 


ſmalleſt, 500 yards diſtant, is all arable ; the top of it, how- 


ever, is alſo planted, Theſe, and the other plantations in 
the pariſh, executed ſince 1770, may extend to 270 acres. 


There is little old timber, except about a few gentlemens 
feats ; and only two coppices of oak and birch, which do 
not together exceed 10 acres. Before 1770, there were 


a few ſmall plantations of old firs, which have fince been 


almoſt wholly cut down. 


Population. 


| * Coals roſe only in 1792, by the wet ſeaſon, and want of other fuel. 
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Fina — — According to Dr Webſter" 8 report, the 
numbers then were 1414. The population i in 1776 and 
1792 will appear from the following ſtatement, in which 
the village of Bridgend is comprehended in the town, as 

they « are nearly joined by their IEG extenſion, 


1776. 1792. Inereaſe. 


Families in the country, 91 102 11 
M.ales, 0 5 228 25 3 25 
Females, 317 30 99 
Souls, - - e 124 
Families in the town, %% 609 1 
Males, — 039: 9x5" 279 
Females, — 856 e 260 
Souls, . 1532 2071 539 
F amilies in the pariſh, 541 711 1790 
VRC 3 904 1208 \ -. $04: 
Females W974 2635 399 
——_— „ $097 ©2060 -. ©. 863- 
„V 3 25 22 
Epiſcopals, e 3 39 Decr. 14 
Antiburghers, 5 111 205 Iner. 94 
Bereans, - — 7 50 13 
Relief, . 5 96 96 
Eſtabliſnment. 1773 2225 452 
Births at an average of 10 1 5 
years preceding, [+ 62 10 


1 Among the heads of families in 1792, were 124 wi- 
dows; 55 maids, old and young; and 69 bachelors, of 
whom 1; above 50 years. The whole 711 heads of fami- 
lies conſiſted of the following claſſes or offices. 


Apothecary, . 


«of Crieff. „ 


5 


Apothecary, phyſician Rc  Mantuamakers or ſew- 
and ſurgeons, „ "4 ©. ew, ETD — 5 
Bakers, - 4 | Maſons and a flater, 16 
Barbers, $ Merchants or ſhopkeep- _ 
Butchers 8 ers, of whom 19 re- 
Carriers, | 4 * . 4 
%%ͤͤ 1 , ©  - 
Clergymen, - 3 Midwives - 
Clockmakers, — 4 Millers, - 
Coopers, - 4 Saddlers, — 
Dyers, 3 4 Schoolmaſters and ſchool- _ 
Diſtillers and brewer, 3 miſtreſſes, 55 6 | 
Exciſe-officers, 2 1 3 Shoemakers, - 1 
Farmers, „„ nn, © N 8 
G above L. 50 and Spie, 139 
30 under L. 30.) | | Stockingmakers, 4 
Fillers, = %% 5 o46- 
Gardeners, = 3 92 
Gentry, 8 11 Wrights, - 20 
Hecklers, 7 7 Writer and notary public, 1 
Innkeepers „ . e 
Labourers, — 111 Sum total, 711 


Manufacturers, - 6 


Corporation. —The number in each trade is not preciſely 


_ aſcertained by the preceding table, as it marks only the 


number of thoſe that, in each claſs, are heads of families. 
The moſt material difference, however, is in the claſs of the 


| weavers, who generally train their children to their own 


employment. They are therefore by far the greateſt body 


of tradeſmen. In 1770, they formed themſelves into a cor- 


poration, and began to eſtabliſh a fund for the ſupport of 
their widows, and for the maintenance and education of 
their orphan children, each operative member paying 128. 


1 
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at entry, and 1 8. annually to the fund. In 1786, they 
_ expended L. 200 in building a hall, which yields L. 11 
yearly rent, beſides accommodating them at all their pu- 
blic meetings. The members now amount to 171; of 
whom 121 are of this pariſh. They make an annual pro- 
ceſſion through the principal ſtreets of the town, on the 
King's birth-day, with a band of mufic and magnificent 
enſigns diſplayed, in token of their attachment ts his Ma- 


jeſty's perſon and Government. The tailors too have got 
a hall and a common good, on the ſame principles as the 


weavers. And the maſons have long had a lodge and a 
wealthy fund, though the operative brethren are moſtly of 
other pariſhes, and their funds chiefly enlarged by honora- 


ry members; among whom are Inrolled Roy 1 K 


the firſt rank 1 in | the SOOT 


Cauſes of 3 ag RO —The . increaſe of 
| population here 1s owing to ſeveral concurring circumſtan- 
ces. The people having had hitherto very little trade, 
ignorant of the means by which any money they acquired 
could be improved to advantage, think themſelves happy 
to ſecure it in a houſe and garden of their own property. 
| The ſuperiors of the town have wiſely encouraged this 


ſpirit, and could not diſpoſe of their land more profitably + 
than in ſmall feus to thoſe willing to build upon them. 


Accordingly, in 1768, a ſtreet 16 yards broad and 400 long, 


Was formed by ſetting off feus 12 yards in front, and 40 
in depth, paying no price, but a yearly feu-duty of 45. 


each *. At that rate, the whole ground, ſtreet included, 
ſtill brings the original proprietor L. 2 the acre. vince 
1785, when the forfeited eſtates were reſtored, two other 
treets are forming, by granting feus of L. 400 ſquare ells 


each, paying L. 4 price and 2 8. 6d. yearly feu-duty, which, 
E : 


* N. B. The old feus were on much lower terms. 


bats ta IBM, an WE þ 


being along the fide of publie Wade and nothing loft by 


ſtreets, is equal to L. 4, 125. the acre annually to the ſupe- 
rior. The houſes are almoſt univerſally two ſtories high, 


roofed with blue flate, and conſiſt of four rooms, &c. 


which generally accommodate two, ſometimes three, or 
even four families; and, with the garden adjoining, bring 


the feuar L. 5 of rent, if fully inhabited . Moſt of theſe 


houſes, indeed, would he waſte, were it not that the town 
ſtanding very near to, and on one of the principal roads 


leading from the Highlands, it is the firſt at which the High- 
landers naturally arrive, when, by the formation of ex- 


tenfive ſheep-farms, without introducing manufaQures at 
the ſame time, they are compelled to leave their native 
land, in queſt of food, habitation, and employment. Here 
they find ſhelter and ſuſtenance at a cheaper rate than in 


moſt parts of Seotland ; while the improving ſtate of the 
country, road making, which is here done by commutation | 
of the ſtatute-labour, quarrying, marl-digging, ditching, 


planting, &c. afford moſt of them employment and grow- 


Ing wages. Some of the males indeed go farther ſouth for 
labour, or engage as domeſtic ſervants in neighbouring 
pariſhes, leaving the females behind; which is one reaſon 
of the exceſs of females obſervable in the preceding ſtate- 


ment. But what encourages them more than any thing 


elſe to ſettle here with their families, is the wiſe plan adopt- 
ed by the proprietors of land near the town, equally pro- 


fitable to themſelves and uſeful to the lower claſſes. of di- 
viding it into fmall portions of 2c ells ſquare, at 45. each 
of yearly rent, being equal to L. 2, 17 8. the acre, beſides 
the profit of a nurſery ; for the lots are diſtinguiſhed by 


7 young trees 5 planted 1 in the corners of them, which the pro- 
; prietors, 


* The 0 rent of the whole feuars in the Wand ariſing to . 
trom their . amounted, in 1785, to L. 734: 14:9. 


Po 
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prietors tranſplant at pleaſure. Thus, every ee 
and labourer, and even females, have each their own lots, 
which they cultivate at leiſure hours, for raiſing lint, po- 
tatoes, and. other neceſſaries. By this means, thoſe of ſe- 
dentary occupations preſerve their health, and the poor, 
their lives in time of ſcarcity : as in 1783, when many 
of the pooreſt ſort lived from the end of July, almoſt en- 
tirely on potatoes of their own * rearing, while oat-meal 
ſold at 18. 3d. the peck. So far as the population is increaſed 
by the growth of the original inhabitants, it may be at- 
tributed to this circumſtance. The tradeſmen here, very 
few individuals excepted, are all on a level; no one chooſes 


to ſerve another, after he underſtands buſineſs himſelf, 


When the young weaver has finiſhed his apprenticeſhip, 
and acquired as much free ſtock as will purchaſe a loom, 
furniſh a room, and defray the expenſe of a wedding, he 
ſcorns to be a journeyman ; but ſets up for himſelf, mar- 
ries a wife, and becomes the father of a family. 


Manufafures—Theſe have hitherto had little effect on 


the population, in compariſon of what they will probably 


ſoon have. Beſides 3 corn-mills, 3 fulling mills, 1 for 
malt, 1 for barley, a lint-mill, and lately a threſhing mill, 
there was built in 1780 a paper-mill, that manufactures 
yearly near 1700 ſtones of rags, at 18 d. the ſtone, into 
the coarſer kinds of paper. And at the ſame date, an oil- 
mill, that preſſes yearly between zoo and 4oo bolls of 
lintſeed of this country's growth, purchaſed at 188. the 


boll. 


* The potatoes of crop 1782, ſuffered as much as the grain did by the 
ſeaſon; and farmers who could afford to live on other victuals, general 
Iy reſerved theirs for ſale in feed time, in hope of a high price. Thus 
the market was overſtocked, and in April and May, potatoes fold at 4 d. 
the peck; and the poor, who had exhauſted their own ſcanty ſtore, got 
both ſeed and a new ſtock of proviſions at a very moderate price. 


boll. In 1763, a merchant of Crieff eretted a papet- mill, 
being the firſt of the kind, except one, on the north fide of 
the Forth; an oil-mill in 1775; and in 1785, formed an 
extenſive bleachfield with ſuitable machinery. And ſo 
late as 1792, ſome other manufacturers of this town ere&- 


ed 2 mills for carding and ſpinning cotton, and a third oil- 
mill. Theſe, indeed, for the convenience of ground and 
water, were built on the oppoſite ſides of the rivers Earn 
and Torot, in the ariſhes of Muthil and Moni vaird; yet 

are here mentioned, as they belong to inhabitants of this 
pariſh, a confiderable number of whoſe children as well as 

adults they daily empby. A tambou ing manufacture 


commenced here in 1792, which preſently employs 30 
girls from 8 to 12 years of age. Thoſe above 10 are en- 
gaged four years, and thoſe under 10 five: and receive of 
wages, L. 3, 10 8. for the firſt; L. 4, 10 8. the fecond; L. 5, 


10 8. the third; L. 6, 10 8. the fourth; and L. 8 for the fiftn 


year. There are here two diſtilleries; one conſumes 500, 
the other 250 bolls of bear annually. And one brewery, 
begun in 1791, which in 1792 made 9600 gallons of beer 
at 14 d. and 22 d. the gallon from 400 bolls of bear at 15 8. 


the boll. There was a tannery built in 1782, and a 
ſecond in 1789. They are both now in the hands of one 


company, and are ſuppoſed in 1792 to have tanned 3100 


hides of different fizes, which, when fully manufactured, 


may bring above L. 3000. Of theſe hides 98x were bought 
raw in Crieff for L. 375, the cow-hides at 6s. 9 d. the calf 


at 7 s. and 2 d. the ſtone. Till within theſe few years, the 
weavers chiefly worked in linen, worſted ſtuffs, druggets, 


and coarſe woollen cloths for the country uſe. Beſides 


theſe, they are now much employed in working a thin 
kind of coarſe linen called Sileſias, vulgarly Scrims, 


whereof each piece is 27 or 30 inches broad, and 92 
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yards laid, amiontting to 106 from the W. Each 


piece brings the workman a guinea, and was finiſhed by 


him in 24 days, till the introduction of the fly-ſbuttle i in 
1791, by which contrivance the fame work is done in 14 
days. This cloth is all ſent to Glaſgow, where it is whi- 


tened and printed, In 1790, only 2078 yards, but in 1792, 


14,777 yards were wrought and ſtamped in Crieff, and 
might be ſold brown at 18. the yard. Of late a few 


hands are employed in weaving cotton cloth. The 


pieces are generally 130 yards, bring L. 2. each to the 


work man, and five guineas more to the owner. The ex- 
ports are, coarſe linen, pack ſheeting, ſacking, worſted 


ſtuffs, druggets, tanned leather, paper, lintſeed- oil, linen 


and cotton yarn, nd ſome cotton cloth ; beſides L. 7400, 
in caſh or bills to England. The imports are, black 
cattle and ſheep for ſlaughter, butter, cheeſe, meal, 


bear; 563 bags of wheat - flour for L. 1042; 5015 pounds 


of tea * for L. 983: 6: 8; 520 cwt. of ſugar from (zlaſ- 
gor, and 260 ewt. from London, for L. 4095 ; whiſky, 
porter, wines, and foreign ſpirits; cloths, filks, muſlins, 
and cloathing articles, to the amount of L.4700, whereof 
L. 3500 from England, including L. 213 for buttons; to- 
bacco for L. 3 303 ; hardware for 1 + 340) ſtone do. tanned 

leather, 


* When the quantity is ſpecified, it means in 1792. Above 20 times 


more tea is uſed now than 20 years ago. Bewitched by the mollifyving 


influence of an enfeebling potion, the very pooreſt clafſes begin to regard 


it as one of the neceſſaries of life, and for its ſake reſign the cheaper and 


more invigorating nouriſhment which the productions of their country 
afford. The change in the mode of living, in this and ſome other re- 
ſpects, has perhaps produced a change in the nature of diſeaſes. The 
acute fever, that 30 years ago often attacked the careleſs and robuſt, 
and came to a crifis in 10 days, is now rarely ſeen; but to it have 
ſucceeded hyſterics. diſeaſes flowing from debility and relaxation, and 
the flow nervous fever, under which the patient languiſhes, for three or, 
_ fix months, and probably never again recovers his wonted vigour. Here, 
however, the people in 3 are perhaps as healthy as in any part of 
Britain. | 


—_— 
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leather, lintſeed, rags, raw hides; lint, wool and raw 
cotton; linen and woollen yarn ; dyers ſtuffs ; iron caſt and 
in bars; foreign © ood,, &c. &c. For conveying theſe 
goods and manufactures, 2 carts go regularly once a fort- 
night to Edinburgh; 2 carts or more once a fortnight to 
' Glaſgow ; 4 carts twice a-week to Perth; and two or r 3 | 
carts twice a-week to Stirling. 


Ma- bet. — There is here a weekly market on Thurſday 
for all kinds of butchers meat, poultry, butter, cheeſe, &c. 
Of the firſt article, there is ten times more ſold now than 
20 years ago ; each kind too was then to be got only i in 
its moſt plentiful ſeaſon, pork in winter, veal in ſpring, 
lamb early in ſummer, mutton from the middle of ſummer 
to Chriſtmas, beef from Lammas to Candlemas, when it 
almoſt totally diſappeared for fix months. Now that ar- 
| ticle never fails, and commonly ſells at 4d. veal 3 d. or 
4d. mutton 5d. 4 d. or 3d. according to its rarity, Of fix 
butchers that conſtantly ſupply the market, one laſt year 
ſold in it 73 bullocks, 620 ſheep, and calves without num- 
ber; of which laſt, ſometimes 3o are ſold in one day. Du- 
ring the ſeaſon wherein the inhabitants of the rown and ad- 
jacent country lay up powdered meat for winter and ſpring, 
_ butchers from other pariſhes bring great quantities to mar- 
ket; ſo that in November laſt, the value of L. 200 has been 
fold in one day, reckoning 350 ſheep at 8s. and 16 black 
cattle at L. 5 a-piece. That ſeaſon, however, includes only 
the months of October, November and December, in which 
more meat is fold than in all the reſt of the year“. Till 
nn” ES near 
_.* Beſides the weekly market, there are thave annual fairs. The firſt, 


St Thomas market on new-year's day, for ſhoes 


, home-made cloths, 
chapmen's wares, &c. 


The next. Duchlage market, on the 3d Tueſday - 
of June O. S. for the ſame purpoſes, and alſo for the ſale of country 
_ cattle, which can never be extenſive while they are forced to ſtand in a 


The third, and formerly by far the moſt conſider- 
able. is Michaelmas market, on the loth of October. 
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near the middle of this century, Crieff bad continued for 
ages to be the great mart to which the dealers in England 


annually reſorted, to purchaſe, for the Engliſh markets, the 


droves of black cattle reared in the Highlands of Scotland. 
And old people here ſometimes ſpeak with deep regret of 
the glorious ſcene diſplayed to view, when 30,000 black 
_ cattle, in different droves, overſpread the whole adjacent 


country for ſeveral miles around the town. A man of 84 


now lives in Crieff, whoſe grandfather, for a long ſeries of 
years, uplifted cuſtom on that number of cattle, and there- 


by made a handſome profit to himſelf, while he paid L. 50 


yearly to the landlord. But the principal fale and meet- 


ing has ſince that time been removed to Falkirk, and not 
a ſingle head directly from the Highlands ever appears now 


in the market here; though 10, ooo paſſed through the 


town the firſt week of October 1792, being only the third 
part of what met at Falkirk in the ſecond week of that 


month, Such droves as come this way from the north 


Highlands, always paſs at leaſt before 12 at noon of the day 
preceding our market, to avoid the cuſtomary duties, 

which they would otherwiſe be obliged to pay; that is, 15. 

the ſcore, or 1 d. the head for parcels under that number. 


The cattle-market here now conſiſts entirely of ſuch. beaſts 
as have been either reared or at leaſt for ſome time grazed 
in the country, and do not exceed one thouſand ; which are 
coumoi:ly bought up by Scots butchers or graziers. The 


changing of the market-place for highland cattle aroſe from 


the following cauſes. For à conſiderable time after the 
beginning of this century, the drovers from Argyle, In- 


verneſs, Roſs-ſhires, &c. paid nothing for the paſturing 


of their cattle all the way to the market; but in the im- 
proving ſtate of the country, graſs became more valuable, 
the roads more confined, and the drovers were forced to in- 

quire 
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quire after the moſt convenient and cheap roads from their 


ſeveral homes, to the principal market- place, now at Fal- 


kirk, where the roads leading by the ſhorteſt courſe from 
every quarter of the Highlands towards England, naturally 


unite; and where the whole of the Argyle and near half 
of the Inverneſs-ſhire cattle can arrive ſome days journey 
earlier than if they came by Crieff. The additional travel 
was no loſs, while the paſture coſt them nothing; but 
would now conſiderably affe& their, profits. By the remo- 
val, alſo, of the noble family that had a particular intereſt 
in this market, extortions in the cuſtoms, and reſtraints on 
the cattle in paſſing occurred, which juſtice and patriotiſm 


would have induced them to prevent, had they been reſi- 
ding in the country. But eſpecially the incloſing of certain 
lands adjacent to the town, about the year 1750, by remo- 

ving ſome of the drovers from their uſual ſtations, excited 
ſuch diſguſt and murmurs as ſoon terminated in the ruin of 


the market. Beſides the 30,000 cattle above mentioned, it 


is calculated, that 20,000 met at Falkirk on what is called 
the Auguſt Tryſt in 1792, and above 10,000 more were ſold 


at Down in Monteith the firſt week of November that year; 
and at leuft a thir part of both quantities paſſed through 


this town to theſe markets. So that the numbers that go 
ſouth are certainly not diminiſhing, notwithſtanding the 


| increaſing conſumption every where. Some years, indeed, 
few in compariſon may croſs the Engliſh border ; but if a 
dry ſeaſon leſſen the demand from England, the extenſive 


paſtures and vaſt conſumpt in the ſouth of Scotland, ſuffer 
Antiquities. 


| *. The other commodities of the Crieff Michaelmas market continue 


nearly in the ſame ſtate as formerly; particularly the ſmall Highland 
| horſes, of which near a thouſand appear there annually for ſale, as well 


us 2 conſiderable number of the inferior kinds of country horſes. On the 
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| Antiquities —There | is ſcarcely any monument 1 antiqui- | 


wy ty in the pariſh, |. Even the large detached.ſtones arranged 
_ circularly on various eminences, and accounted temples of 


the Druids, are generally removed for the ſake of agricul. 


ture. The old parochial: church was an antique Gothic 
building, 95 feet long within; but being only 18 feet 
wide, and 14 in the quire, was not near half the ſize of the 
preſent urch At the demolition of it in 1787, were 
found among the rubbiſh, about 40 pieces of bright gold 
coin of Robert I. of Scotland, having that King's head 
_ encircled with the words Robertus. rex Scotorum, and St 
Andrew with his croſs on the reverſe. Each piece was 
equal in breadth to a guinea of the preſent reign, and pre- 


ciſely one fourth of it in weight. They were all much 
worn, and had been depoſited in a niche of the wall ſix 


feet above the ground - floor, probably in ſome time of pu- 

blic danger. On a plain, half a mile ſouth from the town, 
Ss a circle of 12 yards diameter, (lately ſurrounded with a 
low wall of earth and ſtone, and now left open in the 


planation,) on which the Steward of the King's eſtate of 
Strathern formerly held his court, aſter that earldom fell to 
the Crown by the forfeiture of the Counteſs Joanna, who, 
having married the Engliſh Earl of Warren, was found 


guilty of treaſonable practices againſt Robert I. and the 


office of Steward i in time became. hereditary i 1a the family. 


of Drummond, tin the abolition of heritable juriſdictions 
in 1748. For the accommodation of that court, and other 
pubic babe was built in 1665 the preſent tolbooth, 


which 


laſt Tueſday of May, O. S. is Torot market, for cattle, horſes, &c. now 
more frequented than any other in this part of the country; and though 
it ſtands within the limits of Monivaird pariſh, yet, being within halt a 
mile of Crieff, more money is that day left among the inhabitants for 


liquors, clothes, groceries, and all forts of merchandiſe, than on any other 
5 the year. | 3 | 


n OP ov 


of brief. © 599 


which has a decent ſpire, containing the town clock, and a 
good bell, gifted in 1725, as its Latin inſeription bears, by 
Lord John Drummond, uncle of James the third Duke of 
Perth. To that family the ſuperiority of the greateſt-part . 
of the town belongs, and the property of ſome of the beſt 
buildings, particularly a large and elegant aſſembly room, 
built in 1790, and frequently hononred with the preſence 

of the chief nobility and gentry of Perthſhire. Adjoining. 

to that is the principal inn, where ſtrangers of any.rank. 
may lodge comfortably, and where two chaiſes kept for 
hire are well employed; although in 197750, and again in 

ns an arent to Ren one had miſcarried. 


een he D miniſter af 


Crieff, from 1599 to 1755. In his time none ſeparated. 
from the church, who had been previouſly of the eftabliſh- 

ment; but a number {till adhered to the Epiſcopal mode of 
worſhip, whoſe forefathers in the preceding century, had, 

in Conformity to the wiſhes of the conrt, embraced Epiſ- 
copacy. During the incumbency of Thomas Stewart, his 
immediate ſucceſſor, about the year 1763, the Seceders of 
the claſs of Antiburghers formed there a congregation, 
Next in ſucceſſion was the preſent miniſter, admitted in 

1770. In his time areſe the ſect called Bereans, whoſe: 
founder had been a private tutor in the pariſh, and formed 
ſome of his relations and connexions there into a party *. 
Thefe, with the Epiſcopals and Papiſts, have no. clergyman 
| | oY * 1 


726 88 eſtabliſhed articles VE" enen of faith, 1 hold the | 


Bible to be the only certain rule of faith and manners, At the ſame 
time, they hold, that. none can be ſaved, except ſuch as have a full af: 
ſurance of their own - ſalvation, and that every one poſſeſſing this aſſa- 
rance is perfectly fafe.. That aſſurance, however, they do not pretend to 
build on the conformity of their actions to the rules of Chriſtianity. 
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in the pariſh, The ect of Relief 4 was introduced 


there about the year 1785, through a ferment excited by 
the ſettlement of a miniſter on a reluctant congregation in 
the neighbourhood. They and the Seceders have each a 
clergyman of their own in the pariſh. What idea ſhould 


be formed of the ſectaries, conſidered either in a religious 


or political light, would perhaps be a fruitleſs inquiry; 


but as they do not maintain their own poor, they tend 


evidently to the diminution of the ordinary funds for 
maintaining the poor of the pariſh, for whom no aſſeſſment 
is made, and who are ſupplied merely from the collections 


at the church-door. Theſe are more than doubled within 


the laſt 20 years, owing chiefly to the enlargement of the 
church, and conſequently greater number of contributors 


and partly to the increaſing wages, or even luxury and 
vanity of the lower clafſes.—ColleQions for the poor were 


in 1772, L. 25: 1: 3; in 1792, L. 54: 6: 1. About the 
year 1780, female ſervants and others of that rank began 
firſt to wear ribbons. Conſcious of attracting ſuperior 
notice, ſuperior charity was alſo diſplayed; and the reſult 


muſt have proved very confiderable, had it continued to 


keep pace with the vaſt improvement in the dreſs of both 
ſexes, during the ſhort intervening period. For inftead of 
the grave and ſolid productions of the country, the gay 
cloths, ſilks, muſlins, and printed cottons of England, adorn 
on Sundays almoſt every individual. The collections, 
which would be much greater if all the heritors reſided 
and attended the church, might tolerably ſupport the poor 


that are natives of the pariſh, but are far from being ſuffici- 


ent to prevent begging, and to maintain the great number 
of poor that ariſe through the influx of indigent families 
| from the Highlands, whoſe ſmall ſtock joined to their la- 


bour ſupports them for fires yu without begging, after 
which 
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which they ah fall upon the 1 ra 5 
ſuch as are ſupplied weekly, 69 perſons, all of different 
families, appear on the liſt as occaſionally ſupplied i in 1792 3 
and to theſe might be added 26 more, who, as well as they, 
have. been relieved from other ſources of charity. For 
beſides the collections, ſome of the heritors, have at times 
been very liberal in their donations of meal and money, 
or wood for fuel; eſpecially in the winter of that year, 
when peats had been loſt by, the wet ſummer, and coals 
greatly advanced in price, above 400 carts of wood were 


given gratis by two heritors, and money advanced by 
others to purchaſe coals. There i is nothing, indeed, that 


the people in general feel more than ths difficulty, of Pro: 


caring fuel * *, 


— 


- n people ſpeak the Engliſh language in 
the beſt Scotch dialect: although the Gaelic be commonly 


ſpoken at the diſtance of three miles north, or four weſt 


from Crieff, yet no adult natives of the /owland part of 


the pariſh can either ſpeak or underſtand it. They have 


not even contracted the peculiar tone of that language, by 


their intercourſe with the numerous Highland families now 


Wan IX. | 4 8 reſiding 


* The 3 families have nothing but ſticks and broom, the next 


claſs have a mixture of wood, peats and coals ; but thoſe who can afford 


it, find coal alone by far the cheapeſt fuel, though it muſt be brought 


22 miles by land carriage. As the price, however, of that article is 
ſomewhat advanced at the coal-mine, and the demand there become 


greater through various circumſtances. the riſe accidentally produced 
here of late will hardly be removed by the ſcheme of fine toll-roads now | 


in agitation, nor indeed by any thing elſe, except the ſucceſs of thoſe 
exertions now making to find coal in this neighbourhood. Nothing 
could be more advantageous tochis part of the country than ſuch an ac- 
quiſition; and next to that, the forming a canal between rieff and 
Perth, ſo ſoon as the progreſs of manufactures and of other improvements 
gan afford the needful expenſe. 4 
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reſiding in the town. Many indeed of theſe underſtand na 


other language but'the' Gaelic, and their children born in 
Crieff ſpeak that alone for a few years as their © mother. 


tongue. The great number of theſe Highland families, 
their general poverty, their frequent ignorance in the 
grand ſubjects of revelation, their incapacity of deriving 
benefit from the public religious ſervice performed in the 
English language, the happy effects to themſelves and to 
fociety that might reſult from a proper regard paid to their 


intereſt and comfort, are all ſuch, as juſtly to merit the 


humane attention and friendly aid of the Society for pro- 


pagating Chriſtian knowledge. A ſmall annuity allotted 
to a prudent man qualified to inſtru&t and catechize theſe 


people on Sundays, would be an undoubted act of piety 


and beneficence. 
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TOWN ADO PARISH or INVERNESS, 


(Counvr or INVERNESS, Sruop or Monar, Paksprrrur 
e nene 
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ö 92 ALEXANDER FRASER, Minifters of that Town and 
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Name, Situation, Extent, Surface, and Climate. 


1 NvERNESS was anciently written Innerneſs. The town 
1 of Inverneſs, from which the pariſh has its name, is ſi- 

tuated at the month of the river Neſs. Inner is Gaelic, 
and expreſſive of that fituation. 'The river derives its 
name from Lochneſs, which is its ſource. Some promon- 
tories and headlands in our own and in other northern coun- 
tries, are called Neſs, as Buchanneſs, the Naes of Norway, 
Neſs quaſi noſe, from its prominency. But no promontory 
is in Lochueſs . The pariſh of Inverneſs is 19 computed 


* This led fome curious perfons (Lowthorp's Abridg. of the Phil. 
Tranſ. II. 222.) to ſeek for the origin of the name in the tra- 
| | | ditions 
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miles long, and 22 Peiad. The appearance of the count! 

is various; it is partly flat, partly hilly, rocky and moun- 
tainous. The ſoil is fertile, the general character of it is, 

wich ſome exceptions, a black loam, rather light, and on a 


gravelly bottom. The air is dry and healthy, conſequently 


we are not afflicted with any peculiar diſeaſe. Fevers 
ſometimes make their appearance, particularly in the ſpring 
and autumn; but upon inquiry, we ſeldom fail of diſcover. 

ing the cauſe in the inattention and foolhardineſs of the 
patient. Epidemical fevers rarely viſit us. Fevers, it is 
| believed, are not ſo fatal with us as formerly ; this is attri- 


buted to the cool regimen and antiſeptics, which are the 


general practice. The ſmallpox which, before the intro- 


duction of inoculation, proved ſo fad a bar to the increaſe 


of the people, will ſoon- in this pariſh, it is hoped, be no 


bar at all. The ſucceſs which attends it has done away 


almoſt every prejudice in its s disfay our. A ſquare wright, 
who 


ditions of old bards. By theſe traditions they were informed, that Nyſus, 
an Iriſh hero, had ſettled a colony of his countrymen in Strath-hariek. 
The era of this event is paſſed over in filence. Veſtiges, however, of 
his caſtle and fortreſs are ſtill to be ſeen, on the ſummit of Dun Dear- 
dill, a rock of high elevation, at a ſhort diſtance from the lake. The 
rock had its name from Dornadilla, the Lady of Nyſus. This hero built 
Wn barge, and was the firſt who failed the lake. Heuce Lochneſs. We 
reliſh not the derivation from Nyſus, and will hazard a conjecture of 
our own, The two rivers which have their courſe through the country 
of Strath-harick, and diſcharge themſelves in Lochneſs, are Carrigack and 
| Feckloin, Theſe rivers are remarkable for high cataracts, particularly 
Fechloin, In this river and near the mouth of it, is the Fall of Foyres, 
= tremendous cataract. This cataract attracts the notice of all travellers, 
and when a flood is in the river, ſtrikes the beholder with aſtoniſhment. 
ſs, in the Gaelic language ſignifies a © watertall or cataract,” The 
lake which is ſupplied with the water of this fall, might not unaptly be 
called Lochneſs, that is the lake of the cataract. The names of places, 
lakes and rivers, are not unfrequently taken from the moſt important and 
ſtriking objects in their vicinity ; here the object is awfully ſtriking, 
and the relation cloſer than that which is formed mew by vicinity. 


of Inverneſr., bog 


who reſides at the diſtance of two miles from the town, 


become, with the lower claſs of people, an inoculator. The 
firſt he inoculated was a child of his own, and an only, child. 
He forcibly inculcates a ſedulous attention to light bed- 
clothes, freſh air, cleanlineſs, and ſimple diet. He is a ſuc- 
ceſsful inoculator, and has the generoſity to practiſe gratis. 
We have not heard of any remarkable inſtance of longe- 


vity in this pariſh. Perſons of 80, and ſome years beyond 
that period, are not uncommon ; a few we have known who. 
ſurvived 92 and 9 3 years, but not one who lived * to a 
full 100. 


Lake and River.—Lochneſs is partly in this pariſh. | It is | 
24 miles long, and at a medium 2 broad. Soon after the 
Revolution, it was ſounded by one George Scot, with 500 


fathoms, and afterward by a Captain Orton, with a whole 


barrel of plumb-line, but without ſucceſs ; no bottom could 
be found. Sir John Pringle, however, who in the year 
1746 was with the army at Fort Auguſtus, ſays +, that the 
common ſoundings are from 116 to 120 fathoms, and that 
in one place they ran to 135. On the ſuppoſition that the 
ſoundings of either period were general over the whole 


lake, and not particular, confined to different parts of it, we 


cannot help conſidering the ſoundings of the latter period to 


be the more probable account. But when the great extent 
of the lake is attended to, it ſeems not unlikely that the 


former and latter ſoundings were in different parts of che 
lake. It is very probable that the latter ſoundings were in 


the ſouth end of it, near which the army then lay in en- 
campment. The ſoundings b * Gearge Scot and Captain 


Orton, 


* Lowthorp's Abridg. of the Phil. Tranf, IL 222. 


+ On the Diſeaſes of the Army, 
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Orton, "were. commiunicated to the Royal We by th6 
Rev. Mr james Fraſer, then miniſter of Kirkhill, near In. 
verneſs, who was a diſtinct and accurate perſon, as well as 
learned and ingenious: This gentleman relates to the So- 
ciety, at the ſame time with the above, ſome curious obſer. 
vations he made on a ſmall lake near Lochneſs, in theſe 
words: To the weſtward of the caſtle of Urquhart, 
above 4 miles, ſtands the great mountain, Meal four vouny, 
of à round, neat, high ſhape, and may be 2 miles perpen- 


dicular height from the lake. Upon the very top of this 
hill, there is a lake of cold freſh water, about 3c fathoms 


in length and 6 broad, no courſe or ſtream running to it or 
from it. I plumbed with 100 fathoms of ſmall line, but 
could find no bottom. It is always equally full, and never 
freezes.” Lochnefs and the river lie between the 57th and 


58th degrees N. L. They were never known to freeze 
by the extremeſt cold experienced in fo northern a climate. 


They not only do not freeze, but diffotve froſt in bodies 
that are put into them. We have frequently obſerved 
waſherwomen dip linens, when ſtiffened by froſt, in the ri- 


ver to thaw them. The river in froſty weather ſmokes, 


and a thick fog hangs over it, which fometimes ſpreads to 
a conſiderable diſtance, and greatly mitigates the coldnefs 


of the air on either fide. This is common to the lake *. 


| 3 5 The 
* Sir George Mackenzie, who was King's Advocate in the reign of 
Charles II. in 2 communication to the Royal Society, relates as follows. 


„Dr George Mackenzie who lives at Inverneſs told me, that he obierves 


roſemary though uncovered to continue in the gardens about Lochnefs 

fide, notwithſtanding the laſt winter's long and violent froſts ; whereas, 

a far lefs violent winter ordinarily kills all the roſemary which is in 

gardens, that lie in warmer places, and at the fea fide, And thongh I 
live near it, and in a better ſoil and warmer ſituation, yet any winter 

more than ordinarily cold kills my roſemary, though covered over with 

ſtraw and litter. This he attributes, (and I think upon good ground), 
to the warmth occaſioned by thoſe ſtreams that . ariſe from chat 
lake f.“ 


+ Lowthorp's Abridg. IL 22. 
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gree of cold is extreme, even the agitation. of the water in 


carrying it to diſtant parts of the town, does not hin- | 


der its freezing by che way. The water is ſoft, has no mi- 


neral taſte, and, eafily. bears ſoap, and | yet is believed to be 
impregnated with ſome mineral ſubſtance, for 1 it proves lax- 


ative to perſons who are not in the le of drining it. This 
elſect it has on horſes. Travellers or their ſervants are there- 
fore, invariably directed by innkeepers to another ſtream to 


water their horſes. The water, however, * has. no more ef- 


fea on animals in the uſe of drinking it than any other 
water. We have not heard that it was attempted to in- 
veſtigate and aſcertain, by chymical analyſis, the compo. 
nent parts of the Neſs water“ . The lake is navigated by 


*The not freezing of Lochneſs has been aſcribed by ſome to many 
fountains ſuppoſed to be in the lake, anc by others to hot ſprings; but 
by Sir John Pringle (on the Diſeaſes of the Anmy) to the great depth 
of the lake, Count Marſilli obſerving that the ſea, from 6 tv 140 tathoms, 
is of the ſame degree of heat from December to the beginning of April. 
Now, ſays Sir John, it is, reaſonable to believe, that the great depths in 
freh water, will be little more affected than thoſe of the ſea with the 
heat and coldneſs of the air, and therefore that the ſurface of Lochneſs 
may be kept from freezing, by the vaſt body of water underneath, of a 
degree of heat conſiderably greater than the freezing pint, Another cir- 
cumſtance he ſays concurs; there is never any perfect calm upon the lake, 
and the wind blowing always from one end to the other, wakes fuch an 

undulation as muſt much obſtruct the freezing of the water. He lays 
further, this account ſeems to be confirmed by an obfervatiou commonly 
made in the neighbourhood, which is, that when the water 15 taken out 
of the lake and kept from motion, it then freezes as ſoon as any other | 
water. We know not whether the Count has aſcertained the degree of 
heat in great depths of the ſea with preciſion. It is not probable, how. 
ever, that the heat ariſing merely from the depth of the great body of 
water underneath, and ſaid by Sir John, on the authority ot the Count, to 
be conſiderably greater than the freezing point, is ſo great 8 © counter - 


at 


The water, einge when taken out of the lake | 
or river, freezes as ſoon as any other; z and when the des 


2 


* - 3 — by 
— 2 IT . — — 
7. _ —_— — — * 
—— 87 rr — RIDE y 
OO IEECRNEES ts, 
2 


r 
* 9 


— — 


1 

£ 9. 

1 

4 b 

} 

A 0 
, 4 
18 
I. 

. Ly 
4 
' 4 

| #14: 3 

[! 

' i 

' 

'i., 
Til 

165400 

i 

iin 

1 

Fe 

Teh 
03) ij Ut 
- 1 4 
* 1 
fs , 
17 
j 
1411 
N. v4 
95 ) 

4TH p 
F371 4 

1 

£7700 

1 4 
= ' "1 
ll FT: 
7 

1 
1151 
i 
1914 
231% 

j! 
i 
119 
IT 
$i] 
1H 

11 
4 
! 114 
1 
18710 | 
Gb; 25 
1 
: 
HF 
ii} I. 

* 
154435 
N 
14 

i 
; 

1 [+ 

wn! 
1% 

ns 

5 110 
9 
: yt 

N 
1 

; | 
* 400084; 
15 

[1 
17 
17 
tt 

* 2330 
N 
7% 
11 
j? 

: 

? ts 
Til 
11! 
110 

e 

i 

1 0 ! 

n bs x 
ee 
N 
1 +3 
& 4 
$4 : 

- 

[04 14+ 
* 7 

1 

e 

: THe *- 

1 

args; 2 

34] q 

1 4 

: 
HE 

" a! '£ 

'" FEW 

» 3 

1 16S 

1 
1 If + y 
47 * 

1 

5 * 

4 * 
1 
1 1 0 
BEM 
[= | 

1 
171 
. 


* 


668 $ | Statiftical Account 


a King! J galley, to apply the' garriſon ſtationed at Fort 
Auguſtus with ſtores. The ſtores are conveyed by land- 
carriage to the lake; for the river is not navigable beyond 


the harbour. Thi river is 6 miles long, dividing the pariſh 


and town unequally : it ris lowly, with placid majeſty, 
never overflowin 1g its banks, in a channel whoſe fall is 
ſcarcely 10 feet. In the river, at a ſhort diftance ſouth 


from the town, is a delightful iſland. Several years ago, 


the trees in this iſland, diſcovered, from great age, ſtrong 


ſymptoms of decay. | The magiſtrates ordered them to be 


cut down, and their place to be ſupplied with a plantation 
of different ſpecies of foreſt-trees: This OO, thrives 
avg, a1 is 2 1 1 ornament to . e valley. | 


Fi. 


& 0 


a aft the coldneſs of the air and obſtruct the freezing of the ſurface, when 


the thermometer is ſo low as 23 degrees under the freezing point, which 
it ſometimes is in the pariſh of Inverneſs, if not lower. Sir John ſeemed 


to have been apprehenſive of this, in adverting to the conſtant undulation 


of the lake That Lochneſs, from its ſituation, is never perfectly ealm, we 
believe to be nearly true. But we may be certain that the ſmall lake, on 

the very top of Meal fourvouny, from its ſituation likewiſe, and having 
no ſtream running to it or from it, is at times perfectly calm, and yet it 


is as little liable to have ice as Lochneſs. The Neſs water, indeed, when 


taken out of the lake or river freezes as ſoon as any other; but this is not 


owing to its being kept in a ſtate of reſt ; for its conſtant fluctuation in 
water veſſels, from the river to diſtant parts of the town, does not in hard 


froſt. obſtruct its congealing by the way The water, when taken out 
of the lake or river, whether kept at reſt or in motion, freezes as ſoon as 


any other. It ſeems not then likely, that the not freezing of Lochnels is 


comprehe:ided in the principle of the Count Marſilli. Whatever it is 


which hin der« the treezing of the lake, will readily be allowed to be that 
which hinders the treezing of the river, and which difſolves froſt in bodies 


that are put uno ir, even at the diſtance of 6 miles from the lake, and to 
be that, which likewiſe occaſions the ſmoking of the lake and river in 
froſty weather, and ſo remarkably mitigates the coldneſs of the air on 
their banks. If fo, the heat owing merely to the depth of the great body 
of water u.:derneath, and aid to be conſiderably greater than the freezing 


point, will not go far, if indeed any way, in — for the not free · 


zing of enn. 


f , ̃ ¾˙— oe ee Sint ed” 
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F. i/b.—In the river Neſs are A bull trouts, and 
loungers. The ſalmon- fiſhing begins on the zoth of No- 
vember, and ends the 18th of September. The Berwick 
Fiſhing Company have fiſhed this river near 40 years. 


They pay L. 230 a-year to the proprietors of the lower 
diviſion of the river, and about L. 100 to the proprietors of 


the upper diviſion, beyond the cruives and bulwarks, as a 
compenſation for the Saturday ſlop, or breach in the bul- 
_ warks, from the ſetting of the ſun on Saturday, till its ri- 
ſing on Monday; to which the heritors of chis diviſion, to 


| let the fiſh paſs upward, are entitled by ſtatute. Ihe quan- 


tity of ſalmon caught in the river is belie ved to amount, 
one year with another, to 300 or 350 barrels. In the be- 


guaning of the ſeaſon, the ſalmon i 15 packed i in kits for the 


London market, and fetches a high price. The leaſe of 


the Berwick Fiſhing Company is nearly expired ; ; It is ſaid 
a renewal of it will not be obtained for leſs than double 
the preſent rent. There is but little of the falmon ſold. 


here, and that little, by favour to particular perſons, at 3 d. 
the lb. The bull trouts are not packed, but ſold here, 
and at 3d. the Ib.; ſome of them are very large, weigh- 


ing from 10 to 12 lb. They generally, however, weigh 


anly from 3 to 4 lb. The flounders are not good; their 
fleſh, like that of all freſh water flounders, is ſoft, and of 
indifferent flavour. The ſea coaſt is 3 miles long, and flat 
and ſandy. The ſiſh caught on this coaſt, are herrings, and 


gar vocks, or ſprats. The herrings are ſmall, but very de- 


licious, if drefſed the day they are caught. They are only 
occaſional viſitants on this coalt. In ſome years, there is 
not the leaſt appearance of them; in others, leſs or more 
ſcanty ; but a great and plentiful ſhow may be ſaid to be 
rather uncommon. Two or thzee adventurers on the boun- 
ty, in plentiful years, fiſhed here, and It is ſaid, with tole- 

VoL. IX. Y 4 H rable 
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rable ſucceſs. This fiſhing, however, i is 100 very precarious, ; 


that it cannot be ſuppoſed a preparation to any degree, be- 
yond a trifling amount, will be made for it. The ſprats 


are not ſeen ſo often as even the herrings. It is npwards 


of 20 years fince we had them in great abundance, or it 
may be faid at all, on this coaſt. The herrings and ſprats 
are beſt in the months of a br e October and N. 
vember. 


Hitt A Mountains —The moſt remarkable hill in this 
pariſh is Tom-na-heurich, near the town, on the weſt fide 
of the river. It is a beautiful inſulated mount, nearly re- 
ſembling a ſhip, with her keel uppermoſt. This hill, in the 


year 1753, was incloſed and planted, chiefly with Scotch | 
firs. The hill is compoſed of ſand and gravel, and before 
it was planted, yielded only a ſhort thin heath, and was of 


no advantage to the proprietor. This hill ſtands on a baſe, 
whoſe length is 1984 feet, and breadth 196. The eleva- 


tion of the hill, from the channel of the river, is 250. The 


moſt ſtriking mountains 1n this pariſh, form that range on 


the weſt fide of the river, which is a continuation of the 


great chain, running from Lochlomond to the frith of Tain, 


| known to antiquaries by the name of Drumalbin, and ; 


which divided the Scottiſh from the Pictiſn kingdom. In 
this range, on the ſummit of a rock, called Craig-Phatrick, 
are the remains of a vitrified fort, generally believed to be 


Pidtiſh, and if Pictiſh, probably the remains of the Royal 


Seat at Inverneſs, of which Adamnan, Abbot of Jona, 


makes mention in his Life of the celebrated Saint Colum- 


ba; hither, as Adamnan relates, the Saint repaired from 


Jona, and converted Brudius, the Pictiſn monarch, to the | 


Chriſtian faith, The elevation of Craig- Thatrick from 
the river is 1150 A 


. ES we. we. 


Woods. | 
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Woods —There are no natural call in | this pariſh, if we 


except an ineonſiderable oak-wood, which is periodically - 
cut for the bark. But this defect is amply compenſated 
by the extenſive plantations with which the pariſh abounds. 
In the extremity of the pariſh eaſtward, on the eſtate of 
Culloden, there is a plantation of Scotch firs and foreſt- 


trees of conſiderable extent. This plantation was com- 
pleted above 70 years ago. It is of great advantage to the 
_ proprietor, and will undoubtedly be of till greater. The 


plantations on the eſtate of Kinmylies, in the weſtern ex- 
tremity of the pariſh, were begun about 35 years ago, and 


completed in a few years. On this eſtate every acre that 
was not capable of being improved to arable land was plant- 


ed. Others followed this example. One gentleman in 


particular, who kept an exact account of his operations, 


planted 1 5,000 foreſt· trees of the following kinds: elm, aſh, | 
beach, oak, and ſycamore, and 4 millions of Scotch firs, 
which occupy a ſpace of 8co acres of Duncan, one of the 


Drumalbin range of mountains. In ſhort, on the face of 
this range to the eaſt, and as far as the property of the 
gentlemen in this pariſh extends to the weſt, with the ex- 
ception of what was fit for arable land, and the oak wood 


formerly mentioned, from Lochneſs northward to the 


Beauly frith, an extent of ſix miles in length, is covered 


with thriving plantations. Beſide theſe, there are ſeveral 


other plantations, and all in a thriving ſtate. This buſineſs 
is ſtill going on with little remiſſion, ſo that in a few years 


it is likely there will not be a agile, uſeleſs acre in this 


# 


parilh.-* 15 wy 15 : ö 


Agriculture, Ec.—Wheat, barley, 2 and peaſe, are 
ſown in this pariſh, The wheat from the middle of Oc- 
tober till the end of N ovember, the nr from the middle 
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of April tin the latter end of May, and the oats and peut 


from the beginning of March till the middle of April. 


Some rye is ſown mixed with oats, but beans may be faid 
to be no crop at all in this pariſh. Generally the corn is 5 5 
not gathered in before the middle of October, rarely in 

September, and in ſome years not before the latter end of _ 


November. Potatoes are raiſed in great abundance, and 
are of very great importance. They conſtitute the prin- 


_ cipal part of the food of the lower claſs of the inhabitants 
for more than three quarters of the year. Th ey are plant- 


eld from the middle of April till the middle of May, and in 
_ drills with the plongh. About the middle of Auguſt we 
begin to raiſe them for immediate ſupply ; but the corn 
harveſt buſineſs is completely ended beſore we raiſe them 
for ſtoring. It may be obſerved here, that we know 
nothing in this pariſh of the diſeaſe called curled tops, 
which proves {a prejudicial to this uſeful plant in ſome 
other places. Field turnips, white and yellow, are ſown _ 


from the middle of June till the ſecond week of July, and 


in drills. There is no hemp ſown, and but little flax, and 
that for private uſe only. It would be tedious to mention 
the variety that ſtill obtains in the rotation of crops. "The 


molt approved courſe, however, is gaining ground among 


us, and will, it is expected, become prevalent. Much is 
done in the way of inclofing, but much remains to be 
done. The value land derives from being incloſed is uni- 
verſally acknowledged. A field at the diſtance of about 
half a mile from the town was lately incloſed; when open 


it yielded only L. 8. rent. It was incloſed at the expenſe 


of between L. 25 and 30, and was ſold at the price of 


L. 550, and reckoned by the purchafer a good bargain, 


Sea ware, ſtreet and ſtable dung, and lime, are all uſed for 


manure, The ſea-ware is much uſed by thoſe who live 
| near 


of Inverneſs, org 


near the ſhore. The Englith plough drawn by two horſes, 
and withonc a driver, is now generally uſed. The. lower 
claſs of far mers at ſome diſtance from the town, and in 
hilly and ſtony ground, uſe with a driver the Scotch plough, : 
drawn by four ſmall horſes, or four or fix oxen, or horſes 
and oxen together. Lord Kames's harrows were tried here 
by ſome, but are drſcontinued. Drill ploughs and rollers 
of various kinds are uſed here. The draught horſes of 
the better ſort of farmers are from 14 to 16 hands high, 
and were a few years ago bought for from 10 to 12 guineas 


each. The price is now much raiſed, even to L. 16 and to 
L. 20. This has induced ſeveral in the pariſh to keep 


breeding mares, in which they will undoubtedly find their 
advantage v. The land-reat of the whole pariſh was in 


Price of Labour and Proviſions, »A plonghman has from L. 5 to 


I. 7 a year, with 6 bolls, half oat and half bear meal, a houſe, kail-yard, 
land for potatoes; his peats are carried home likewiſe, and ſome have 


graſs for a cow; but the laſt is not common. Theſe ſervants live com- 

fortably, their wives are-employed in little manufactures for clothing their 

own families and for ſale, and ſometimes in ſpinning for the manufac. 
| tures at Inverneſs, and earn about 28. a-week. A woman farm ſervant's 


fee is L. 1, 12 8. and maintenance in the houſe, and a herd's wages are 


much the ſame. A maſon's wages a-day, from 1s. 6d. to 18. 8d; a 
wright's from 1s. to 1 8. 4d.; a tailor's 6d. with maintenance. Weavers 
and ſhoemakers work by the piece. Day-laboure:s at ditching, digging, 
and otker out-work, from 8 d. to 1s. threſhing of corn 8d. the boll. 
Women reapers 6 d. without maintenance. Men-reapers 8 d. or 10 d. no 
maintenance. Mowing rye-graſs and clover, from 28. 6 d. to 38. 6 d. 
the acre, according to the weight of the crop, or 1s. 6d. the day. 
Women in weeding and hoeing potatoes, are paid at the rate of 5d. the 


day.—There are two weekly markets at Inverneſs: beef, mutton and 


pork, colt from 23. d to 4d. the pound, Veal and lamb at the beginning 


of the ſeaſon may perhaps be reckoned dear, but afterward very reaſon. 
able. The old cuſtom of laying up in ſalt a family's whole ſtock of 


beef for the year at Martinmas is long happily diſcontinued, and a far 
better obtains, Stall feeding in this pariſh and the neighbourhood has 
deen well underſtood for a conſiderable time, and practiſed to advantage, 
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the year 1754, 3268 bolls and z firlots victual, and L. 5755 
78. 114 d. Sterling. The boll at that period was valued to 


the tenant at 9 merks Scots or 108. Sterling, with cuſtoms 


and ſervices, which were of little value to the proprietor, 
but often of diſtreſſing conſequences to the tenant. The 
_ cuſtoms and ſervices are aboliſhed. The land. rent is riſen 
far beyond double the above, and is ſtill increafing, nor are 


the tenants by any means overburdened ; they are much 
better able to pay the preſent rents than they were to pay 


the former, when oppreffed by ignorance and indolence, 


cuſtoms and ſervices. Many acres of waſte land too have 
been improved fince the year 1754, bearing luxuriant 
_ crops of corn, which add conſiderably to the rental of the 


pariſh. It cannot be ſaid with preciſion what the number 
of acres in the pariſh is, as all the eſtates have not been 
meaſured. The number however cannot be under 5000 


arable acres. At preſent lands let at from 13s. to L.2 an 
acre. Garden ground near the town lets at from L. 4 to L. 5. 


Few eſtates have been ſold in this pariſh for many years, 
Lands were lately bought for no leſs than 35 years pur- 
chaſe, and lands too cultivated to the utmoſt, almoſt all 
garden- ground. There are about 50 heritors, 14 or 16 

may 


and the markets are well ſupplied with beef of the beſt quality the whole 


year round. Hens and ducks are ſold at 6 d. 8 d. or 9d. each; chickens 


and ducklings, at 3 d.; a gooſe 1 8. 4 d. or 1 8. 6 d.; a turkey 2 8. 6 d. or 
38. according to the goodneſs. The fiſh-market is well ſupplied with 
cods, haddocks, whittings, ſkates, flounders, &c. &c. in their ſeaſons, all 
at moderate prices, rarely high, and ſome years herrings are in ſuch abun- 
dance as to be fold not by tale but by meaſure. A Scots pint of warm 
milk is ſold at 2 d. and of ſkimmed milk at i d.; a dozen eggs at 2 d.; cheeſe 
at from 48. to 55, the ſtone; freſn · butter for 8 d. the 1b. ; ſalt- butter at 
from 108. 6d. to 125. the ſtone; oat-meal at from 14s. to 17s. the 
poll, nine ſtones to the boll; bear and peaſe meal at 11 s. and ſometimes 
148. the boll, ten ſtones ; potatoes generally 6 d. the peck, they are ſold 
_ by meaſure, the peck weighs 32 lb. Amſterdam. Butcher-meat, butter, 
ehecſe, and meal, are all fold here b the Amſterdam weight. 
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may be reckoned conſiderable. There are 4 of them non- 


reſiding; but on the eſtates of the non - reſiding heritors im- , 


provements are going forward in yarious kinds, as well as 


on the eſtates of thoſe who conſtantly reſide. The land- 
rent of the pariſh is not nearly equal to the expenditure of 


the proprietors their other properties and reſources are very 


conſiderable. The ſmall tenantry are gradually wearing 
5 away in a little time there will be none of them; the rents 
of the more conſiderable tenants are from L. 40 to L. 300. 
The farmer who pays the greateſt rent in the pariſh has 
| ſeveral ſubtenants. Monopolizing of farms began here 


about 25 years ago. This evidently affects the population 
of the country part of the pariſh 5 but fortunately the de- 
ficiency is more than compenſated by the manufaQures 
eſtabliſhed in the town, which have increaſed conſiderably 
its population, and not a fingle individual is under the 


neceſlity of leaving his native home, to ſeek for employ- 


ment and bread at a diſtance, in another country.—The 
horſes in the pariſh amount to about 600; the black cattle 


| 1000; and there may be about 1000 ſheep, generally of the 
old ſmall breed of the Highlands. One gentleman has a 


flock of about 100 of the black-faced Linton breed. They 


_ thrive well. There are in the pariſh 13 meal mills, 3 
floor __ 2 ey mills. 


The 8 is a royal burgh of great anti- 
quity. Its firſt charter was granted by K. Malcolm Can- 
more. It always ſtood firm in its allegiance to the Crown, 


and maintained in ancient times with the neighbouring 


rebellious chieftains and their clans many deſperate con- 


flicts *, The laſt charter in favour of the burgh was grant. 


ed 


The following names are traces of this ſtate of hoſtility. On the weſt 
aide, where rruptions were commonly wade, and at ſome little diſtance 
fram 
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ed by Kiag James VI. From the date of this charter to thz 
Revolution 1696, the inhabitants were an induſtrious, en- 
deipriling and thriving people ; ſeveral opulent families 
now Mouriſhing in the country, derive their diſtinction 
from the induſtry of anceſtors who were merchants and 
guild brethren of Inverneſs. The principal ſource of their 
wealth was a commerce in corn and ſkins. The corn 
-=_ malting trade was brought to conſiderable eight. 
The greater part of the town conſiſted of kilns and gra- 
naries. The export trade was carried on chiefly with 
France, the northern countries, and Holland. All the 
home conſumption like wiſe in malt was ſupplied by them, 
that is of Inverneſs4hire, Roſs-ſhire, Sutherland, Caithneſs, 
the Weſtern Iſles, and the Orkneys; for the art of malt ma- 
King in theſe days was underſtood in this country chiefly by 
che corn. merchants of Inverneſs. The ſkin- trade, during the 
period under confideration, was ſingly of itſelf a ſource of 
great wealth. The people of all the extenfive countries 
and Ifles now mentioned reſorted to Inverneſs, as the only 


or the moſt convenient market they then knew any thing 


of. In exchange tor ikins, they were ſupplied, ſome with 
meal, others malt, and all of them with dye-ſtuffs, ſalt, 
_ coarſe linen and iron. From the Revolution to the year 
| 1746, the burgh of Inverneſs ſuffered a gradual decline: 
So that at that time and ſeveral years after the town ap- 
peared little better than the ruins of whatat formerly was. 
In the centre of the town there were many tuinous houſes, 
and in all the other parts of it, every ſecond ſpace, and that 
by far the larger, exhibited the ruin of a kiln, a granary or 
5 other nt, The ales of the failure of the corn trade, 
after 


from the town, there is a place called Pallfuire, that is © The Watch 
Town ;' a hill, Tomnafarre, * The Watch Hi ;“ and a large ſtone, C, ch. 

nafuire, The Watch Stone.“ Near this noted ſtone is a fall ſiching 

village, which i is called by its name. 


of Inverneſs. 6x5 


after a duty was granted by Government upon exported 
corn in the year 1688, are ſo complicated, that an attempt 
to unfold them on ſuch an occafion as the preſent might be 
deemed unneceſſarily tedious. Suffice it to ſay reſpeQing 

the ſkin-trade, that the remote Highlanders and iſlanders 
by their agents found the way to Glaſgow, which they 
have long conſidered as the more eligible market. In the 


year 1746, the town began to revive, and from that period 
to the preſent, particularly in the laſt thirty years, has been 


in a rapid progreſs of improvement. At this time it may 
be ſaid to be wholly new built; its old limits are confider- 


ably extended, and yearly extending. The money circula- 


ted by the army after the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion in the 


year 1746, the great influx of money from the Eaſt and 


Welt Indies, the eſtabliſhment of manufactures, the conſe- 
quent improvements in agriculture, the riſe in the value of 
land, and the conſumption of luxuries, are evidently the 
cauſes of the increaſing proſperity of this burgh *. The 
harbour is ſafe and commodious, and kept in excellent 
repair. 

* The t town-council of Inverneſs confi of 21 members. They have 

a Clerk and a clerk-depute. Theyid council every year at the term of 
Michaelmas elect a new council. The new council elect out of their 
number, a Provoſt, 4 Bailies, a Dean of Guild and a Treaſurer. The 


Provoſt however is commonly continued in office for the ſpace of 3 years. 
The Bailies, the Dean of Guild, and the Treaſurer, for 2 years. There are 


6 corporations of craftſmen, vis. Hammermen, including ſmiths, tinſmiths, 


copperſmiths, ſilverſmiths, watchmakers, braziers, cutlers, ſaddlers. 2d, 


| Wrights, including houfe-carpenters, cabinet-makers, wheel-wrights and 


coopers. zd, Weavers, 4th, Tailors. 5th, Shoemakers; and 6th, Skinners. 
Theſe corporations ele& annually at Michaelmas, 6 deacons and 6 box- 
maſters or treaſurers, each corporation its own peculiar deacon and hox- 
aſter. The 6 deacons ele a deacon. convener, to preſtde over and to 
attend to the intereſts of all the corporations. They elect at the ſame 
time a general box maſter. The 6 corporations are repreſented in the 
town-council by their deacon-convener, who by virtue of his office is a 
member, and by two deacons annually elected by the town-council. 
There are beſides the above ſeveral other crafts which are nut corporate, 
vis. maſons, cart-wrights, bakers, butchers, and barbers. 
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repair. Seven veſſels belong to it, meaſuring from 400 ts 
Soo tons, and manned by about 30 ſeamen, including ap- 
prentices. They are chiefly employed in carrying to Lon- 
don the produce of our manufactures, the fiſh of our river, 


and ſkins of goat, deer, roe, fox, hares, rabbits, and otter, = 


with other articles. They bring in return materials both for 
uſe and for luxury. There are 9 boats manned by 6 men each. 


| ManufaFures.—There are 2 tanneries and 1 tawing” : 
work in the town. The tanned leather is conſumed at 
home; but the tawed is ſent to London. _ Theſe minufac: 
| tures do not indeed employ many hands, but they are very 
| beneficial to this country. There are 2 tallow-chandlers 
and 1 ſoap-boiler. Theſe two do much work with few 
hands. There 1s a brick work in the neighbourhood of the 
town. This work is only in its infancy. The duty on a 
the thouſand is a dead weight on this work; 18. on the 1000 
would raiſe a much greater revenue. A hemp manufac-- 
ture was eſtabliſhed here above 30 years ago. This bufi- 
neſs at preſent employs, in ſpinning, dreſſing and weaving, 
above 1000 men, women and children. They earn from 
18. to 105. a-week. The hemp is imported from the Bal- 
tic, and is manufactured into all kinds of cloth for bags, 


ſacking and tarpallin, conſumed in Britain, and in the E. 


and W. Indies. A white and coloured thread manufacture 
is now eſtabliſhed here about 10 years. This buſineſs em- : 


ploys, in heckling, ſpinning, twiſting, bleaching and dyeing, | 


near 10,000 perſons, including men, women and children. 1 

They earn from 1 8. 6d. to 28. a-week. The company 
have in this and tlie neighbouring counties nineteen agents to 
manage the ſpinning departments. The flax is imported 
from the Baltic, and when manufactured ſent to London, 
from whence it is diſperſed over the world. There is on 
the Neſs an infant bleachfield. It has many advantages, and 


promiſes to do well. 
Academy 


of Inverneſs. 69 


Academy a Schools — The magiſtrates and gentlemen 
of the town and county of Inverneſs, and many of the gentle- 
men of the neighbouring counties, have long confidered an 
eſtabliſhment of a ſeminary of learning at Inverneſs, on a 
liberal and extenſive plan, of very great importance to this 
part of the kingdom. At length, in the year 1787, a com- 
mittee was appointed to confider of the moſt proper mea- 
ſures for bringing their purpoſe into effect. An extenfive 
correſpondence was immediately commenced, and ſubſcrip- 
tions were opened in Scotland, England, France, America, 
in the E. and W. Indies. An incloſure of about 3 acres 
was purchaſed, and an elegant houſe is built in the front of 
it, conſiſting of a large hall, and ſix ſpacious apartments for 
claſſes, library, and philoſophical apparatus. The ſubſcrip- 
tions at preſent amount to above L. 6277: 5: 3 Sterling, 
and the magiſtrates, beſides their private ſubſeriptions, in- 
cluded in the above, give out of the public revenue of the 9 
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town yearly to the inſtitution about L. 76 Sterling. The * 
houſe is provided with a rector and 4 maſters, In the * 
iſt claſs is taught Engliſh grammatically ; in the 2d, Latin L | 
and Greek; in the 3d, writing, arithmetic and book- * 
keeping; in the 4th, Enclid's Elements, with their appli- w 
cation, plane and ſpherical trigonometry, menſuration of oh 
ſolids and ſurfaces in all its parts, geography with the . - i 
uſe of the globes, navigation with lunar obſervations, | 1 
architecture, naval, civil and military, practical gunnery, Fl 
fortification, perſpective and drawing; in the 5th, being 1 
the rector's, are taught civil and natural hiſtory, natural 1 


philoſophy, chymiſtry and aſtronomy. The ſalaries of the | | 
maſters are as follow: The rector, L. 50 and a houſe ; the 1 
teacher of mathematics, L. 40; the teacher of writing, a- 
rithmetic and book-keeping, L. 30; the teacher of Latin 
and Greek, L. 40; and the teacher of Engliſh, L. 30. The 
fe es for each . are, to the maſter of the Iſt claſs, or 


1 
teacher if 


| caddie of Engliſh, 68.3 to the maſter of the 2d; 128.; the 


minary. It has every advantage to recommend it. The 
to von is healthful and pleaſantly ſituated. and here are no im- 
proper avocations. Board too is very reaſonable, and the 


— 
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fame fees to the maſter of the 3d; the fees to the maſter of 


the 4th, 1 guinea ; and to the maſter of the 5th, 12 guinea, 
Over and above theſe fees, there is a ſmall ſum paid by 

each ſtudent to the rector. The number of ſtudents a- 
mounts already to aboye 200; for this is only the 2d ſeſ. 


ſion, This inſtitution promiſes to be a very flouriſhing ſe- 


maſters are very well qualified for their ſeveral depart- 
ments, as well as diligent in their attendance. The 


year is divided into two ſeſſions. The ift to begin 

from the 16th day of July, and to end on the 20th of 
December; the 2d to begin on the 5th of January, and 
| to end on the 1th of June. The directors of the academy 

are, the provoſt, the 4 bailies, the dean of guild, the ſhe- 
riff of the county, and the moderator of the preſbytery of 
| Inverneſs, for the time being; ſubſcribers to the amount 
| of L. 50 each, during their lives, and ſubſcribers to the a- 


mount of L. 100 for their own lives and their heirs; with 


5 gentlemen of the county, annually elected at the Michael- 
mas head-court. At the defire of the Highland Society of 
London, there is a claſs opened for teaching the Gaelic lan- 


guage, with a ſalary from them of L. 15 a-year, to which 
the directors have added L. 16. There is beſides a pro- 
ſpect of an addition to the Gaelic teacher's ſalary from the 


8 Highland Society of Edinburgh. There is likewiſe a dan- 
cing ſchool, and a muſic ſchool well attended. They are 


under the patronage of the magiſtrates. They are detach- 
ed from the academy. — There are beſides, in the town and 


pariſh of Inverneſs, other 10 ſchools; 4 of which are eſta- 


bliſhed by the Society of Scotland for propagating Chri- 


| flian knowledge. In theſe 4, there are no leſs than 230 
_ ſcholars. In the other 6, there are about 200. | 


| Population. 


EL EE ewe we at 2d of 


of 1, nuerneſs. 


| Webſter, the PP then was 9730. 


Tate of BarTISMs. 


Years. Mates. 
1690 1 
1710 117 
3 
1750 83 
1770 86 
1780 | 


i F, emales. 


79 


62 
W — Apcording. to the report made by Dr 


Total. | 


209 
215 
165 
172 
202 


In the year 1790, there were baptized 130 males, and 
124 females, making together 254. There were married 
72 Oe” and there died 210. 


Fre rom an actual ſurvey, . in x the {pring 2791, there 


were in the towri and pariſh, 


Married perſons, 
Widows and widowers, 592 
Males above 20, 368 
Females above 20, 763 
Males below 20, 1733 
Females below 20, 1877 
Making together, 


Number of families in 


the town and pariſh, 1586 


Inthe town, hammermen, 28 
Journeymen, - 4 
; Apprenuces, 4 


2597 | 


7930 
Number in the town, 5107 


Wrights, 
Journeymen, 
Apprentices, 
Skinners, 
Weavers, 


Journeymen, 


Apprentices, 


Shoemakers, 


Tailors, +» 


| Journeymen, 
Apprentices, 


maids employed in the town from other places, 


Journeymen, 
Apprentices, 


16 


41 
34 
29 


12 


57 


44 
0 


47 


15 


19 
13 
18 


The 


* The diſproportion here is owing to the great number of ſervant | 
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"The ahove are the 6 corporated trades- Beſides the 3. 


bove, there are ſeveral other erafts which are not corp. 


rate, as maſons and laters, N to 


Baker 34 Phyſiolgns and ſurgeons, 4 
. Butchers,  - 14 Apprentices, 5 
Barbers, „„ %  Gergymen, --:: > 4 
Perfumers and wigmakers, 6 Brethren of the guild, 50 

Apprentices, — 8 Sheriffs, depute and ſub- 

Gardepers, F535) - 


Weavers in the hemp Writers, 8 10 


manufacture, inclu- Meſſengers at arms, 3 


ded in the number Officers of the cuſtoms, 8 
employed n 855 Officers of exciſe, < 85 
Millers, i vets, . 12 


Farmers, 1270 


Poor.— The number of poor at preſent on the roll a. 
mounts to 222, of which there are 68 ſtated penſioners, 


ho are ſupplied, ſome of them weekly, and others quar- 
terly. The penſions are from 25 s. each to. L. 4 Sterling 

a-year; but the ſupplies occaſionally given to a diſtreſſed 
family, frequently exceed the higheſt yearly allowance to 


a ſtated penſioner. The principal ſtock in the manage: 


ment of the kirk-ſefion for the relief of the poor, in lands 
and bonds, is L. 2520:18: 10. This ſtock is made up of 
| legacies, chiefly in the laſt century. Another fund 1s the 
weekly collections; they amount, one year with another, 


to L. 70 Sterling. Beſides theſe, there are two other funds 


in the truſt of the kirk-ſefſion : The one a legacy of 
IL. 166: 13: 4 Sterling, by the Jaird of Macintoth, tlie in- 
tereſt of which is applied to the education of two boys at 


the ſchools of Inverneſs; and the other by Mr George 


Duncan, late merchant here, in land, yielding L. 200 Scots 


a. ea « 
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A- ear, whereof one half is appropriated towards repairing 
the. churches, and the other to the education of 6 boys, 


from the age of 10 to 14. The treaſurer is always à re- 
ſpectable citizen, generally one of the magiſtrates,” and his 
Accounts are examined W 


e in be Tolbooth in 1790, Sc. —Thirt y for horſe- 
ſtealing ; 8 for petty thefts ; 4 for threatening expreſſions z 
1 for alleged wilful fire-raifing, but liberated upon inve- 


ſtigation; x for ſcandal and defamation; 3 for deſerting 
their apprenticeſhips; a boy for alleged murder, liberated 
on inveſtigation ; 3 for violent aſſaults; 3 for child-mur- 


der; f for ſelling ſpiritous liquors without a licenſe ; 2 
women of bad fame, for irregularities and miſdemeanours; 


5 men from Campbelltown for breach of the peace; 1 for 
deſerting his Majeſty's ſervice; 17 for civil debts. In all 
52. Several, however, of the above were committed in 


the years 1787, 1788 and 1989 *.—Houſles built in the laſt 


14 years: In the town and pariſh, upwards of 60 of from 


2 to 3 ſtories high, and about yo thatched houſes in the 
country and ſuburbs; ſome of the thatched houſes are 2 
ſtories high.—The public buildings are, the academy, the 


court-houſe, jail and ſpire, and the houſe built for the 
northern meeting. The court-houſe is roomy and well 


lighted, and the acceſs to it eaſy. The jail 1s ſuch as 


would give pleaſure to the benevolent Howard. The ſpire 
was built by the architect of St Andrew's ſpire in Edin- 


burgh, and is ſaid to ſurpaſs it in beauty ; the flender ap- 
pearance of St Andrew's ſpire, arifing from a defect in 
the proportion, renders it leſs agreeable. The houſe for 


the northern meeting is a large fabric, in which there is 
every 


* Criminals from the counties of Orkney, Caithneſs, Sutherland, RoG, 
Cromarty and Nairn, Moray and Inverneſs, are confined in this jail, 
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every accommodation to fit it for the purpoſe for which 
it was erected. The two public rooms are each of them 
560 feet long, and 30 broad. One of the rooms is 20 feet 
high, and the other 18. There was expended on build- 
ings, for public and private uſe, in the town and pariſh of 
- Inverneſs, during the laſt 14 years, no leſs a ſum, at a mo- 
erde eſtimation, than L. N 


| Feb faſtical Sao are three Wilden of the E-. 

ſtabliſned Church in Inverneſs. The patrons of the li- 
vings are, the King and the Honourable Mr Fraſer of Lo- 
vat. The King is patron of the firſt and of the third li- 
ving, and Mr Fraſer of the ſecond. The ſtipend of the 
firſt and ſecond miniſters, by a decreet paſſed in the year 
1754, is to each 84 bolls 1 firlot 2 pecks 2 lippies victual, 
half bear half oat-meal, and L. 541: 8: 6 Scots money, 
Each of them has a glebe; but neither of the glebes is 4 
acres. They have no manſes, though they are entitled to 
ben by law *. The third miniſter is paid out of the 
Biſhop's rents of Moray and Roſs. The ſtipend is preciſe- 
ly L. 108, 10s. Sterling. The church for the Engliſh 
congregation was built in the year 1772, by the magi- 
ſtrates, in conſequence of a compromiſe with the heritors, 
who were to have a preference of ſeats at an equitable. 


yearly 


In the year 1784, the preſbytery's decreet againſt the a 
and heritors for repairing the two old manſes was ſuſpended at the in- 
ance of the heritors. A long litigation followed. The ſecond miniſter 
being an old man, withdrew from the proſecution. The firſt continued 

to inſiſt, and was found entitled to a reparation of his manſe. But it was | 
alleged on the part of the heritors, that the firſt miniſter was actually in 
poſſeſſion of the ſecond miniſter's manſe, a manſe with which they had no 
concern, whatever the magiſtrates might. The miniſter was required to 
give in a proof of his poſſeſſion of the firſt miniſter's manſe, in which it 
was judged by the Court he failed. At this ſtage of the buſineſs, tired 
with a tedious and expenſive litigation, he abandoned the proceſs: 
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yearly rent. The church is an elegant ſtructure. It is 

92 feet long, and 45 broad, with a convenient ſeſſion- 
houſe adjoined. A new church is now building for the 
Gaelic congregation, and will be completed in the courſe 
of next ſummer, at the joint and equal expenſe of the he- 
ritors on the one hand, and the Magiſtrates and fix incor- 
porations on the other. There was likewiſe added a ſum 
of L. 110 Sterling, being the intereſt ariſing from Mr 
George Duncan's mortification formerly mentioned. This 
church is 76 feet in length, and 38 in breadth. There is 
a ſmall Antiburgher congregation here; but they can af. 
ford very little for the ſupport of their miniſter, whether 
the Aſſociated Congregation add any thing to the living, 
we know not. There 1s a Scots Epiſcopal congregation, 
but ſmall. There is likewiſe a Methodiſt meeting houſe, 
which is attended chiefly by the manufacturers lately 

come hither from other places. 


Roads and 8 are 2 military roads which 
paſs through this pariſh ; and which are kept in good re- 
pair by Government. The other roads are equally well 
attended to. The ſtatute-labour is partly commuted. There 
are 3 bridges, the principal of them is the bridge over the 
Neſs, a beautiful ſtructure of ſeven arches. It was built 
in the year 1688. It is a toll-bridge, by ct of Parlia- 
ment, and makes à good addition to the revenue of the 


town, 


Stills, Brewers, Retailers of Ale and 8 pirztous Liquors.— 
There are 4 ſtills in the town and pariſh ; 12 brewers of 
ale, 2 of whom are conſiderable, carrying on the buſineſs 
to a good amount. The retailers of ale and ſpiritous li- 
quors are about 70., Of the lower claſs of people, there 
are ſome who love whiſky rather much ; but not ſo much, 
Von. IX. „ it 
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it is el as formerly, their inclination begins to 
change towards ale and beer, a good and wholeſome be- 


1 vgs 


Clubs. — There are two cots | in the town for ſupporting 
| the members which belong to them in fickneſs and old 
age, and defraying the funeral expenſes of themſelves and 
their wives. The firſt is reſtricted to 161 members. E- 
very member pays 30s. into the box at entrance, Is. on 
the firſt Tueſday of every month throughout the year, 18. 
on the death of every member, and 6 d. on the death of 
every member's wife. They have in return, when fick 
and unable to work, 6s. a-week during the firſt 6 months 


of their illneſs, and 4s. a-week after ward, during their 


life, while they are unable to work, &c. The other club 
is formed on much the fame plan; but pays only half the 
1 5 above ſum at entrance, and che returns in proporum. 


e were in ancient times ſeveral unimpor- 
tant rencounters and ſkirmiſhes in this pariſh. The on- 
ly memorable battle was that of the 16th of April 1746. 
Buy a curious coincidence, the important and deciſive bat- 
| tle of Culloden was fought on the moor of the paternal 
eſtate of that truly great and good man, whoſe influence 
in the Highlands, and unwearied perſeverance during the 
two preceding years, made the ſuppreſſion of a very a- 

larming inſurrection comparatively eaſy to Government. 

The ſervices which, on this critical occaſion, the Lord 

Preſident Forbes rendered to his country, will be recorded 
by the faithful hiſtorian of the tranſactions of thoſe times, 

with pleaſure and the warmeſt grafitude. 


. Obſervations. The" diſtreſſes of the lower 
clan of the people, ariſing from the failure of the crop 


1782, 
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1782, were very great. No perſon, however, in this pa- 
riſh, was known to have died of want, though probably it 
might have been otherwiſe, had it not been for the liberal and 
ſeaſonable ſupplies given by Government, and by a very 
reſpectable native of this pariſh, James Baillie, Eſq; mer- 
chant, of London. Mr Baillie's munificence at this ſeaſon 
of ſore calamity, does kim the higheſt honour, and muſt 
neceſſarily be to him a perpetual ſource of heart-felt plea- 
fare. A public granary in Inverneſs would be an im- 
| provement of very great importance. The Geneva gra- 
nary, mentioned by the patriotic Lord Gardenſton, in his 
travelling memorandums, is an excellent model. The 
great diſadvantage this town and pariſh labours under, is 
from a ſcarcity of fuel. The moſſes in the neighbourhood 
are either exhauſted, or incloſed and planted. Peats are 
bought at a high price, and at the diſtance of 5 miles from 
the moſt populous part of the >ariſh. Much of the ſum- 
mer is ſpent in bringing them home. This is a manifeſt 
detriment to their agriculture. If the coaſting duty on 
coals were taken off, and a coal-yard kept in the town, to 
ſupply thoſe who are not able to lay up a ſtore for the 
winter, agriculture would be greatly benefited, ſeveral 
manufactures eſtabliſhed, to which the preſent high price 
of coal is an inſuperable obſtacle, and the labouring poor 
of this town and pariſh have much leſs cauſe to complain 
of their condition. A navigable canal, from the weſt ſea 
at Fort William, to the eaſt ſea at Inverneſs, would no 
doubt be greatly beneficial to the country at large, but 
more immediately to a very extenſive tract of the High- 
lands, which is now covered with ſheep, and almoſt de- 
populated. Woollen manufactures would ſoon be eſta- 
bliſhed, other manufactures follow of courſe, villages and 
the chearful haunts of men inſenſibly ariſe, and population 
in a few years increaſe amazingly, in a diſtrict, which, 
3 alas 
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alas! at preſent, is dreary to the traveller, filling him 
with melancholy and dejection of heart. But however 
beneficial this canal would ultimately prove to Britain, 
| yet the trade on it can hardly be ſuppoſed to arrive for 
Fears to come at that degree of importance, which ought 

to induce private perſons to ſubſcribe for executing the 
work. Happily Government looks not in their projects 
of improvement for immediate returns. The increaſe of 
the number, and of the induſtry and of the {kill of the 
people are their objects. To favour theſe important ob- 
jects, every exertion ſhould be made. The conſideration 


of a temporary expenſe, though much more conſiderable 


than what can be required in the preſent caſe, where in- 
deed nature has left little to be done, will not, we truſt, 
| by ſuch a government as we have the happineſs of living 
under, be put in the balance with great and permanent 
national advantages.—Many in this town and pariſh com- 
plain, and not without cauſe, of multures and pigeon-hou- 


ſes. The laws reſpecting multures and pigeon-houſes are 


not founded in equity. They are palpably oppreſſive, and 


unworthy of even the ſtern ariſtocracy of theſe ignorant 


and barbarous times in which they were enacted.— The 
Royal, Britiſh Linen Company, and Aberdeen Banks, have 
each of them an office at Inverneſs, There are two o- 
pinions reſpecting the conſequences of theſe offices in this 
country. But whether credit ſhall prove an advantage or 


a diſadvantage to a people, can be determined only by 


an appeal to their character. If they are compoſed of 
ſpendthrifts and profligates, nothing can be more evident 


than that credit will precipitate their ruin; but if, on the 


contrary, of ſkilful, induſtrious and prudent individuals, it 
is equally indiſputeble, that credit will greatly contribute 
to accelerate the proſperity of ſuch a people, and to dif- 
fuſe happineſs over the whole face of their country. — The 
= inhabitants 
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inhabitants of the town and pariſh are decent, and regu- 
lar in their attendance on the public ordinances of religion. 
They are well affected to the government of their coun- 
try, good neighbours, and induſtrious in their ſeveral oc- 
cupations. Inſtances of diſſipation and profligacy are rare. 
Their modes and habits of living have undergone, during 
the laſt 3o years, an alteration greatly to the better. E- 
ven the lower farmers and cottagers are by far more indu- 
ſtrious than they were formerly, more cleanly in their per- 
ſons and houſes, and improved conſiderably in their appa- 
rel. They make a pleaſing appearance on Sundays. Such 
as are employed in manufactures, are not only well cloth- 
ed, and cleanly in their perſons and houſes, but live more 
plentifuliy, and are better and more comfſortably lodged 
than the lower farmers and cottagers. The craftſmen ite 
the town, are, on holidays, it may be ſaid, finely appa- 
relled, and their wives, as far as dreſs is concerned, appear 
like gentle women. Their houſes are clean and neat, and 
their boards abundantly provided with animal as well as 
vegetable food. Tea equipages, in their opinion, are now 
become neceſſary. Many of them for their ſtation are 
wealthy. Several build houſes, which yield yearly rents 
of from L. 20 to L. 30, and others of them purchaſe land 
to the extent of ſeveral acres, near the town, at high prices, 
but which, by incloſing and hedging, they turn to good 
account. The more opulent inhabitants, perhaps hardly 
ſurpaſs their predeceſſors of the laſt century, in richneſs of 
dreſs or ſumptuouſneſs of entertainments. But in the e- 
legance of the table, in the diſplay of the ſide-board, in 
the coſtlineſs of furniture, in the decorations of their hou- 
ſes, and in the number of apartments thought neceſſary 
for the accommodation of a family, they are not the ſame 
people they were 30 years ago. The preſent times are 
likewiſe diſtinguiſhed by the number of carriages in the 


town . 
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town and country pariſh. About 30 years ago, there was 
only one chaiſe, a four-wheeled one; but at this time, 
- there are 2 coaches, 12 four-wheeled chaiſes, and 1 two- 
wheeled; 6 of the four-wheeled chaiſes are let for hire by 
innkeepers. The principal inns in town were indifferent 


14ll of late; they are now commodious and comfortable, 


and, in attendance, entertainment and beds, emulate the 


beſt inns in the ſouthern parts of the kingdom. There 
are in the town ſubſcription afſemblies, and occaſional 
balls and concerts of muſic. Companies of comedians 


find their way to Inverneſs, and it is believed they have 


no cauſe to diſcontinue their viſits, nor is it improbable, 
that in a few years a theatre will be erected. In the town 
and country pariſh, we have ſeveral convivial clubs. 
Their meetings are frequent and ſtated; but they are 
ſtrangers to the coarſe exceſs of former times, and its un- 


| happy . 


Antiquities —There was . at 3 in the 


year 1233, by King Alexander II. a convent, not of Fran- 


ciſcans or Gray Friars, as erroneouſly handed down by oral 
tradition, (Spottiſwood) but of Dominicans or Black Friars, 
called alſo, Fratres prædicatores, becauſe of their frequent 
preaching. They were a mendicant order, inſtituted by St 
Dominic the projector of the Inquiſition *, There were 


* 


* King David II. confirmed to them, decem libras Sterlingorum in 
dotationem ecleſiæ ſuz annuatim, percipiendas defirmis dicti burgi, which 
were given them by his father, 21mo. Octobris anno regni ſui 8vo. His 


confirmation is dated at Edinburgh 20mo. diei Aprilis anno regni ſui 


 Zomo. This begging fraternity regardleſs of their vow of poverty acquir- 
ed much property in land in this pariſh and probably elſwhere. Their 
building ſtood till the interregnum. Cromwell directed a citadel to be 
built at the mouth of the river. The religious houſes at only a little diſ- 
tance, was con idered as a very convenient ty. The monaſtery, the 

| | | church 
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a few years ago, near the town, due eaſt from it, on the 
upper plain of the pariſh, ſeveral Druidical temples. At 
preſent there is only one temple entire. They were blaſt- 
ed for the purpoſe of building farm houſes and offices. 
Stones are ſcarce, and at a great diſtance, and the temples 
ſtood on cultivated and fertile fields. In this, (under the 
Druidical economy,) ſacred portion of the pariſh, there 
are ſeveral places in the pariſh, called in Engliſh, Drakies, 
as Eaſter Drakies, Weſter Drakies, Mid Drakies, and in 
Gaelic, Dregge, both evidently corruptions of Druidhe, 
the plural of Drui, a Druid. Many places in Britain, 
France and Ireland, ſtill bear the name of the Druids, as 
Dreux in France, the place of their annual general aſſem- 
bly.— There is, at ſome diſtance from the mouth of the 
river Neſs, a conſiderable way within flood mark, a large 
cairn of ſtones, the origin of which is of very remote an- 
tiquity. It is called Cairnairc, that is, the cairn of the ſea. 
There is a beacon erected on Cairnairc, to apprize veſſels 
coming into the river, of danger from it. In the Beauly 
frith, due weſt from this cairn, there are three cairns at 
conſiderable diſtances, one from the other. The largeſt is 
in the middle of the frith, a huge heap of ſtones. This 
cairn is acceſſible at low water. It appears to have been 
a burying place, by the urns which were diſcovered in it. 
e N 


—_ 


church and the chapel were demoliſhed, and the ſingle viſible remain of 
all the buildings, is the ſhaft of one of the columns which ſupported the 
roof of the church. The pedeſtal, and it is believed, a great part of the 
ſhaftare concealed with earth and rubbiſh. The monaſtery yard is become 
the glebe of one of the miniſters, and the ſite of the church, a ſmall bury. 
ing place. The chapel yard is the principal burying ground, an incloſure 
of about 6 acres. This ſpacisus yard, the old walls having failed in 
many places, was incloſed a few years ago with high walls coped with 
freeſtones. The gate of the incloſure is handſome. The old gate was 
arched, and the arch crowned with ornaments of the various kinds of ver- 
' tical dials bore this inſcription, * Concordia parvæ res creſcunt,? 
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If theſe cairns are ſepulchral monuments, as by the diſco. 
very of urns they unqueſtionably are, it ſeems difficult not 
to be convinced, that the ſpace between the mouths of the 
Neſs and the Beauly, now covered by the Beauly frith, 

was dry land, and that the ſea gained upon-it, after theſe 
monuments were erected . The Beauly frith is ſix miles 
in length, and two in breadth. There Was, a few years ago 
at Kilvean, a great number of {mall cairns overgrown with 
: Heath. They occupied about the ſpace of an acre, on a 

pretty extenfive plain, a and were incloſed by a ditch of an 
orbicular form + = . 


7 of Defence Oliv er Cromwell 5 fort was mention- 
ed above, ſoon after the Reſtoration it was demoliſhed, and 
every material of any value ſold to the inhabitants of In- 
| verneſs. Nothing remains of this citadel beſides the inte- 
rior work of the ramparts, which form a regular pentagon, 
| ſarrounded on four fides by a ditch; and by the river on 
the fifth, and inclofing a ſuperficies of preciſely 4 acres. 
When the ſea flows, the ditch is filled with water. The 
caſtle Near the river, on the weltern extremity of the hill 

| which 


* Lowthorp's abridg. Vol. iii. Edit. 4d. p 538. 


7 Th, ſe cairns in the courſe of the provrietors improvements were re- 
moved, but by ignorant perſons who wrought by the piece, and had net- 
ther leiſure nor curioſity for obſervation. There are many monuments & 
this kind till to be ſeen in the Highlands of Scotland ; ſeveral cairns 
from tine to time were examined and urns found, The large cairns 
ſeem to have deen the burying places of the chiefs and heads of families, 
and the ſmall cairns incloſed as above, the burying places of the common” 
people, It appears, that the raiſing of cairns for ſepulehral 'monuments 
in honour of diſtinguiſhed perſonages did not ceaſe with the practice 
of burning the dead in this country. There is a very large cairn near 
the river at the foot of a hill, called Torvean, It ſome years ago Was 
partly removed, a coffin was found compoſed of fix thick flags. This is 
ſuppoſed to be the dormit ry of Bean, a ſaint of the Guldee n from 
hom the place and hill derive their names. | 
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Which. covers the town, was deliroped FOO the Rebellion : 
1745, together with the contiguous barracks. , Nothing 
now remains of either but rubbiſh. This was an irregu- 

lar fortification; and conſequently of little ſtrength after the 
invention of gunpowder and ordnance. The caſtle is ſup- 
poſed to have been built by King Malcolm Canmore. The 

barracks, with lender ramparts, were erected in the laſt 
reign. The Thane of Calder's caſtle was built on the eaſt- 

ern extremity of the hill. It was razed to the ground by 
Malcolm, in deteſtation of the murderer of his father, and 
nnjuſt poſſeſſor of his kingdom for ſeventeen years. There 
is not a veſtige of this caſtle to be ſeen, Seges, ubi Troia 
ſuit. F ragments of bricks at times are turned up by the 
plough. The remembrance of the theatre of Macbeth's 
_ ambitious villany, however, is preſerved in the old charter 
names of the lands which belonged to it. A family like- 
wiſe of conſiderable antiquity, the Cuthberts of Caſtlehill, 


| derive- their defignation from the ſite of Macbeth's caſtle. 


Though this family is here only incidentally mentioned, 
there may perhaps be no great impropriety in remarking, 
that Colbert, the prime miniſter of Lewis XIV. was a ca- 
det of it, that his illuſtrious deſcendents recogniſed, and ſtill 
_ recogniſe, their origin in the family, that ſons of it ranked : 
high in the church and armies of France, and that the bi- 
| ſhop of Rodez, is brother to Lewis Cuthbert, Eſq; Provoſt 
| Marſhal of Jamaica, the repreſentative of the family. 
There was, on the eſtate of Culduthill, at the diſtance of 
ſomewhat more than a mile from Invernefs, an old caſtle, 
no trace of it now appears but the ditch with which it was 
fortified, and ſome rubbiſh of lime and ſmall ſtones. Tra- 
dition gives this caſtle to the Cummings * Ane vitrified 
Vol. IX. * 4 L | bort, 
* The name it bears, however, would be more ſuitable to a convent 


bf Monks, than to a caſtle of that once powerful and tplendid family. 
I. 
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"ny on the fummit of Craig-Phatric, n near Inverneſs, i is a 
very remarkable ſtructure. It has attracted the notice of 
the antiquary. There are different opinions reſpecting its 
origin. Some maintain, that the vitrification is the effect 
of a volcano, others the work of art; but Mr Fraſer Tytler, 
who treated this ſubject in the ſecond volume of the Tran- 
fſaftions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, endeavours to 
| prove, that the vitrification is the reſult merely of accident, 
the rvin of an ancient fort deſtroyed by fire. Of old, ſtruc- 
tures for habitation and defence, according to Mr Frafer Tyt- 
ler, were compoſed of two parrallel rows of ſtrong palliſa- 
does, at the diſtance of ſome feet from each other, cloſely in- 
terwoven with boughs, and of earth, ſtones of various ſizes, 
boughs and trunks of trees filling the intermediate ſpace: 
The Riempiuta hypotheſis is ingenious. Some, however, 
by this hypotheſis, may find it difficult to account for the 
prodigious mounds of vitrified matter on the eaſt fide of 
the rock. An attentive examination of the vitrified work, 
is not favourable to the abettors of the volcanic hypotheſis, 
who maintain, that the ramparts were built with lava, a 


material, | 


It is called in Engliſh, Caſtle Bathers, a corruption of the Gaelic name, 
Caiſtal nan leoirach, that is the caſtle of * the recluſe or retired,” a 
monaſtery in Gaelic is indifferently termed Manachinn, the reſidence 4 

the Monks, or Leoirnamanach, the retreat or retirement of the Monks. 
In Lochneſs at the north. end of it, there is on a ſmall iſland the ruin of 
an old building called Caſtle Spiritin, evidently a corruption of Spairtin, 

that is the water daſhed caſtle, Spairt, ſignifies a * daſh or ſplaſh of 
water,“ Spairtin, © daſhes of water.” The proprietor ſays, that about 

200 years ago this caſtle was the manſion-houſe of his family, and yet no 

account can be given of its origin, but from conjecture. According to 

ſome it was a royal Pictiſh caſtle, and the ſcene of King Brudius's con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian faith, Adamnan in his Hiſtory of St Columba re- 
lating that this important event was accompliſhed by the ſaint in a royal 
ſeat near Inverneſs. But according to others, this little caſtle is of a far 
leſs ancient date. It was, they ſay, an appendage of the ſuperb ſeven 


towered caſtle of Urquhart, univerſally aſcribed to the great muy of the 
Cummings. 
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material, with which, according to them, the rock abound- 
ed, and of more eaſy acquifition than ſtones. In the Phi- 
loſophical Tranſactions for the year 1777, part ii. No 20. 
the Secretary ſays,“ Specimens of the burnt matter of 
Craig-Phatric, near Inverneſs, had been well examined by 
ſome of the members well acquainted with volcanic pro- 
ductions, and had been by them judged to be real lava.” 
How ftrong and reſpeQable ſoever, the authority of this 
judgment may appear, it can have no force with thoſe who 
have been upon the rock, and examined with attention the 
ramparts, which are compoſed, not of individual blocks, 
but of continued, extenſive and unbroken maſſes. The 

ramparts exhibit evident proofs of their having undergone 
the proceſs of vitrification, on the very foundations which 
they at preſent occupy, and conſequently are not volcanic 


productions *. 


In many of the Higland hills, there are great quantities of vitrified 
matter. It is ſeen collected into ſmall heaps. There is in ſome places 
only one heap, in others there are two, but not above three in any place 
together. This matter is in great abundance on the hills of Eyſick and 
Borlum belonging to the pariſhes of Inverneſs and Dores. Round each 
of the heaps there is a circle of grit, evidently fragments of the virtified 
matter worn down by time and the weather. On this circle no plant is 
obſerved to vegetate. A ſmall tenant on the hill of Borlum upon his 
coming into his little uncultivated poſſeſſion, choſe a {pot for a garden on 
which there were two heaps of the vitrified matter, he removed them, 
but deemed his labour loft. for during a reſidence of ſeveral years, no 
plant would grow where they ſtood. Theſe vitrifications are curious. 
We unqueſtionably are much in the dark reſpecting the hiſtory of the an- 
eient inhabitants of this country and their arts.—There is at the diſtance 
of 2 miles ſouth from Inverneſs, not far from the military road, and on 
the weſt fide of it, the ruin of a large ſtructure. It was raiſed on an 
eminence of about 3o feet above the ſurrounding plain. There are no 
traces of the form of this ſtructure. It was one of the many ancient | 
buildings which according to ſome were erected before the date or the 
knowledge of mortar and iron in this country, as no veſtige of the ham- 
mer or of any kind of cement appears. Hundreds of loads of the ſtones 
of this ruin were lately carried to Inverneſs. 
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Communicated by the Rev. Mr Gnazons, ae of that 
| | en 


7 ENMORE CastLE, the ſeat of the Honourable John 
Gordon of Kenmore, is beautifully and romantically 
ſituated at the head of Loch Ken, half a mile ſouth of the 
burgh of New Galloway. It ſtands on a circular mount, 
partly natural, and partly artificial. It has been ſurround. 
ed by a foſſe ſupphed with water from the Ken, with _ 
which it has had a communication, but now dry and filled 
up with earth. When, or by whom this caſtle was built, 
is uncertain. It is ſaid to have been the ſeat of the Gela// 
Reguli, or rulers of Galloway; and afterward of John 
Baliol, lord of Galloway, and king of Scotland. It fuf- 
fered from the ravages of war, and was twice burnt down; 
firft in the reign of the unfortunate Queen Mary, and again 
in the days. of Cromwell. A great part of it has been 
MY | | 1 


638 Appendix, 


| Lince repaired, and is now fitted up in an elegant ſtyle by 


the preſent proprietor ; and though t the outworks are moſt- 
ly thrown down, and part of the walls ſtand naked and un- 


' roofed, it ſtill retains much of its ancient grandeur, and | 
will always be admired for the extent and ſtrength of its 


| building, and beauty f its fituation, which is allowed to be 


one of the fineſt in the ſouth of Scotland, Here is an ex- 


cellent library, conſiſting of ſeveral thouſand volumes, and 


which has been greatly augmented and enriched by ey 


Gordon the preſent proprietor. 
ue following tradition, omitted in my atiflical Account 
of Kells, comes with ſo many circumſtances of probability, 


that I am convinced it muſt have had ſome foundation in 
fact. The ſcene indeed is in the Kells, but the reſt of the 


hiſtory belongs to the pariſh of Minnigaff, and will perhaps 


be mentioned in the ſtatiſtical account of that pariſh. It is 


as follows: There is a large flat of moſs lying along the 
Dee, on the weſt fide of this pariſh, called Moſs Raplock, 
there a battle 1s ſaid to have been gained by Robert Bruce, 


over the Engliſh, who poſſeſſed a ſtrong fort at Craigoncal- 


zie, 2 miles weſt of this moſs. This is confirmed by the 
following circumſtances : Several pieces of ſpears, and other 


warlike inſtruments have been dug out of this moſs, and a 


| large ſtone ſtands in the midſt of it, called the King's Seal. 
And it is ſaid he had an eaſy victory, owing to the follow- 


ing ſtratagem: Three young men, the ſons of a widow 


woman, by 3 different huſbands, who had been very active 


in the ſervice of the king, collected a great number of | 


goats and deer, and on the day of the battle drove them 
to the top of a high hill over-againſt the Engliſh army, 


who miſtaking them (with their branchy horns ſtanding. 
up like ſpears,) for another army coming to attack them, 


were intimidated, and fled with precipitation, and ſoon af- 
ter abandoned the ſtrong fort of Craigoncalzie, where 
| 8 Bruce 
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Brace took up his refidence, and where, there i is ſtill an old 
building called Bruce's Walls. Soon after the battle, he 


viſited the mother of theſe young men who had done him ; 
ſuch ſi onal ſervice, and the .requeſted as a reward, all the 


lands lying between the burns of Penkill and Pilneur, an 
extent of country 10 miles long and 5 miles broad, lying 
in the pariſh of Minnigaff, and which he readily granted 
them, and which continued the property of men of the 
name of Murdoch, Mackie, and Maclurg, till within the 


memory of ſome men ſtill living. Their 4efcendants are 
fill farmers in that neighbourhood, where _ my 9 their 


anceſtors have dwelt near 300 years. 

Some think this to be the battle mentioned by Buchan- 
an, as fought by king Robert Bruce near the river Cree, 
which he might eaſily have miſtaken for the Dee; but 


this is the leſs probable, as there is the veſtige of a battle 


fought near Machre- moſs, on the fide of the river Cree, 
which is ſaid to have been gained by Robert Bruce over 
the Engliſh, of which mention will probably be mals in 
the ſtatiſtical account of Minnigaff. 


J alſo omitted in my account, to mention the veſt ges of 


a wall or ſtone dike running from S. to N. 10 miles through 


this pariſh ; yet it is ſaid to begin at the ſea, and to run N. 
through Girthon, Kells, and Carſphairn, into the ſhire of 
Ayr, upwards of 3o miles. This wall has no doubt been 
a limit between two chiefs, but who theſe chiefs were, or 


when this wall was built, which 1 is now in ruins, tradition 


does not ſay. 


Another fact come to my knowledge; i is, think Mr Ga 


don, tranſlator of Tacitus, and author of the Independent 


Whig, &c. was a cadet of the family of Kenmore, and 
born in this pariſh of Kells, and not at Shermers in the pa- 
riſh of Balmaclellan, as mentioned by Mr. Thomſon. in his 


Ratiſtical account t of that —— 
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THE. STORM, 


A Padni, by Dt Wil kit, Author of che Epigetiiad, Kc. 
and compoſed before he was 10 8 old, white at the 7 
School of Dalmeny. . 


War etrating, wink exh rightly form. 
A faint idea of a raging ſtorm? _ | 
Who can whe of elements the wats... 
And noiſy thunder roaring from afar? 
This ſubject is ſuperior to my Kill; 

Yet I'll begin to ſhow I want not will. 


A pitchy cloud diſplays itſelf on _ 10 
And with its ſable mantle veils the ſky E 
Fraught with the magazine of heaven. does throw 
Bolts barb'd with fire upon the world below. _ 
All nature ſhakes and the whole heavens ſmoke ; | 
Nor can the groſs black eloud ſuſtain the Rock: 
But op' ning from its magazines doth roll, 
Thick ſmoke and flames of fire from pole to os 
| Thence hail, ſnow, vapour, mixed with flames of fires : 
With con junct force againſt the earth conſpire. _ 
Monſters of ſea and land, do loudly roar, 
And make the deep reſount from ſhore to ſhore. 
The ſpumy waves come rolling from afar  — r 
And with loud jars declare the wat'ry war.. 
They upward mount and raiſe their creſts on z high, 

And beat the middle regions of the ſky. 
Dewnwards they fall upon the ſwelling deep, 
And tols the rigging of ſome low ſunk ſhip : 
Upwards they tow'r and falling down again, 

They bury men and cargo in the main. 

The boiling deep doth from her low funk cell 
Tlirow aut black waves reſembling thoſe of Hell 
They forward roll and hideouſſy do roar. 12 

And vent their rage againſt the get ſhore. 


[4nno 1731.) 
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